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LETTER IL | 
Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLaRissA HARLOWE. 


| Wednefday Night, March 22.. 
BYASSENGRY !—What fhould I be angry for ?— 
eee Iam mightily pleafed with your freedom, 
yas you call it. I only wonder at your 
patience with me; that’s all. Jam forry 

pee, I gave you the trouble of fo long a letter 
upon the occafion (a); notwithftanding the pleafure 
I received in reading it. 

I believe, you did not intend referves to me: For 
two reafons, I believe you did not: Firft, becaufe 
you fay, you did not: Next, becaufe you have not, 
as yet, been able to convince your/e/f, how it is to be 


(a) See Letter xxxvit, in the preceding Volume, for the 
occafion: And Letters xxxviil, x1, in the fame, for the 
freedoms Mifs Harlowe apologizes fore ; 
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with you ; and, perfecuted as you are, how fo to fe- 
parate the effects that {pring from the two caufes 
(Perfecution and Leve ), as to give to each its particular 
due. But this I believe I hinted to you once before. 
' And fo will fay no more upon that fubje@ at prefent. 


-* Robin fays, you had but juft depofited your laft - 


parcel when he took it: For he was there, but half 
an hour before, and found nothing. He had feen my 
impatience ; and loiter’d about, being willing to bring 
me fomething from you, if poffible. _ | 
My coufin Jenny Fynnett is here, and: defires to 
be- my bedfellow to-hight.. So I fhall mot have an 
opportunity to fit down with that ferioufnefs and at- 
tention, which the fubjets of yours require. For, fhe 
is all prate, you know, and loves to fet me a prating : 
Yet comes upon a very grave occafion :—On purpofe 
to procure my mamma to go with her to her grand- 
mother Larkin, who has been long bed-ridden ; and, 
at laft, has taken it into her head, that fhe is mortal; 
und therefore’ will make her will; awork fhe was, 
till now, extremely averfe to; but it muft be upon 
condition, that my mamma, who is her diftant re- 
lation, will go to her, and advife her, as to the par- 
ticulars of it: For, fhe has a high opinion, as every 
one elfe has, of my mamma’s-judgment in all matters 


relating to wills, fettlements, and fuch-like notable — 


affairs. , | 

Mrs. Larkin lives about feventeen miles off; and 
as my mamma cannot abide to lie out of her own 
houfe, fhe propofes to fet out early in the morning, 
in order to get back again at night. So, to-morrow 
I fhall be at your devotion from day-light to day-light; 
nor will I be at home to any-body. | 

As to the impertinent man, I have put him upon 
efcorting the two ladies, in order to attend my 
mamina home at night: Such expeditions as thefe, 
and to give our fex a little air of vanity and aflurednefs 
at public places, is all that I know thefe dangling 
fellows are good for. 
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I have hinted before, that I could almoft with my 
mamma and Mr. Hickman would make a match of 
dt: And:I here repeat my wifhes. What fignifies a 
difference of fifteen or twenty years’; efpecially when 
the Lady ‘has fpirits that will make her young a lon 
time, and the gentleman is a mighty fober man ?— 
think verily, I could like him better fora papa, than 
for a nearer relation: And they are ftrange admirers 
of one another. | | 

But allow me a perhaps ftill better (and, as to years, 
more fuitable and happier) difpofal; for the man at 
leaft :—What think you, my dear, of compromizing 

“with your friends, by rejecting both your men, and 
encouraging my parader ? — If your liking of one of 
the two go no farther than conditional, I believe it 
will do.— A rich thought, if it obtain your appro- 
bation. In this light, ‘I fhould have a prodigious re- 
{pect for Mr. Hickman; more by half than I can 
have in the other. The vein is open’d — Shall I let 
it flow ? — How difficult to withftand conftitutional 
foibles !—~ : 

Hickman, is certainly a man more in your tafte, than 
any of thofe who have hitherto been brought to ad- 
dréfs you. . He is: mighty fober! mighty grave! and 
all that. ‘Then you have told me,. that he is your fa- 
vourite !—- But that is, becaufe he is my mamma’s, 
perhaps. — The man would certainly rejoice at the 
transfer: Or he muft be a greater fool than I-take 
him to be. 

O but your fierce lover would kneck him o’ the 
head—— I forgot that!—- What makes me incapable 
of ferioufnefs when I write about this Hickman ? — 
Yet the man fo good a fort of man in the main ?— 
But who is perfect? This is one of my foibles. And 
fomething for you to chide me for. 

You believe me very happy in my profpeéts, in 
relation to him: Becaufe you are fo very unhappy in 
the foolifh ufaze you meet with, you are apt (as I fu- 
{pect) to think that ee which otherwile aa 
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The History of 
be far from being fo. I dare fay, you would not 


with all your grave airs, like him for yourfelf; except 
being addreffed by Solmes and him, you were obliged 
to have one of them. I have given you a teft; let 
ame fee what you'll fay to it. | 
For my own part, I confefs to you, that I have 
preat exceptions to Hickman. He, and wedlock never 
yet once enter’d into my head at one time. Shall I 
give you my free thoughts of him ?— Of his bef and 
his worf? ; and that as if I were writing to one, who 
knows him not? I think I will. Yet it is impoffible 
I fhould do it gravely. The fubjeét won’t bear to be 
fo treated, in my opinion. We are not come fo far 
as that yet, if ever we fhall? And to do it in another 
ftrain, ill becomes my prefent real concern for you. 


Qe OP 


HeReE I was interrupted on the honeft man’s ac- 
count. He has been here thefe two hours—courting 
my mamma for her daughter, I fuppofe— Yet fhe 
wants no courting neither; Tis well one of us does ; 
elfe the man would have nothing but halcyon; and 
be remifs, and faucy of courfe. 

He was going. His horfes at the door. : 

My mamma fent for me down, pretending to want 
to fay fomething to me. 

Something fhe faid when I came, that fignify’d no- 
thing— Evidently, for no reafon called me, but to 
give me an opportunity to fee what a fine bow he 
could make; and that he might wifh me a good-night. 
She knows I am not over-ready to oblige him with 
‘my prefence, if I happen to be otherwife engag’d. I 
could not help an air a little upon the fretful, when 
I found fhe had nothing of moment to fay to me, and 
when I faw her end. 

~ She {miled off the vifible fretfulnefs, that the man 
might go away in good humour with himfelf. 


He bow’d to the ground, and would have taken . 


‘my hand, -his whip in the other: I did not like to 
; . pe 
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be fo companion’d: I withdrew my hand, but touched 

his elbow with a motion, as if from his low bow J 

had fuppofed him falling, and would have help’d him 

up. Afad flip, it might have been, faidI! 
_A mad girl, {mil’d it of my mamma! 

He was put quite out; took his horfe-bridle 
{tump’d back, back, back, bowing, till he run againft 
his fervant: I laughed; he mounted his horfe ; rid 
away. I mounted up ftairs, after a little lecture—And 
my head is fo filled with him, that I muft refume my 
intention ; in hopes to divert you for a few moments. 

Take it then—His e/?, and his wor/?, as I faid before. 

Hickman is.a fort of fiddling, bufy, yet to borrow 
a word from you, un-bufy man: Has a great deal to 
do, and feems to me to difpatch nothing. Irrefolute, 
and changeable in every thing, but in teazing me 
with his nonfenfe ; which yet, it is evident, he muft 
continue upon my mamma’s intereft, more than his 
own hopes ; for none have I given him. | | 

Then I have a quarrel. againft his face, though 
in his perfon, for a well-thriven man,: tolerably 
genteel :—Not to his features fo much neither— For 
what, as you have often obferved, are features in a 
man ?— But Hickman, with ftrong lines, and big 
cheek and chin bones, has not .the manlinefs in his 
afpect, which Lovelace has with the moft regular 
and agreeable features. | 

Then what a fet-and formal mortal is he in fome 
things !— I have not been able yet to laugh him out 
of his long bib and beads: . Indeed, that is, becaufe 
my mamma thinks it becomes.him ; and I would not 
be fo free with him, as to own I fhould choa/e to have 
him leave it off. If he did, fo particular is the man, 
he would certainly, if left to himfelf, fall into a King- 
William-Cravat, or fome fuch antique chin-cufhion, 
as, by the pictures of that Prince, one fees was then 

fathion. bos | 

As to his drefs, in general, he cannot, indeed, be 

; - B3 called | 
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called a floven, but fometimes he is too gaudy, at 
other times too plain, to be uniformly elegant. And 
for his manners, he makes fuch a buftle with them, 
and about them, as would induce one to fufpe& that 
they are more ftrangers to him, than familiars. You, 
I know, lay this to his fearfulnefs of difobliging, or 
offending. Indeed your Over-dees generally give the 
offence they endcavour to avoid. 

‘The man, however, is honeft: Is of family: Has 
a clear and good eftate; and may one day be-a Ba- 
ronet, and pleafe you. He is humane and benevolent, 
tolerably generous, as people fay; and as J might fay 
too, if I would accept of his bribes; which he offers 
in hopes of having them all back again, and the bribed 
into the bargain: A method taken by all corruptors, 
from old Satan, to the loweft of his fervants. — Yet, 
to fpeak in the language of a perfon I am bound to 
honour, he is deemed a prudent man; that is, a good 
manager. 

Then, I cannot fay, that now I like any-body 
better, whatever I did once. | 

He is no fox-hunter: Keeps a pack indeed, but 
prefers not his hounds to his fellow-creatures. No 
bad fign for a wife, Town. Loves his horfe, but 
diflikes racing in a gaming way, as well as all forts of 
gaming. Then he-is fober ; modeft ; They fay, vir- 
tuous ; ‘in fhort, has qualities that mothers would be 
fond of in-a hufband for their daughters; and for 
which, perhaps, their daughters would be the happier 
could they judge as well for themfelves, as experience, — 
poffibly, may teach them to judge for their future 
daughters. ' | | 
' Neverthelefs, to own the truth, I cannot fay I love 
- the man $: nor ever fhall, I believe. 

Strange! that thefe fober fellows cannot have a 
decent fprightlinefs, a modeft affurance with them ! 
Something debonnaire ; which need not be feparated 
from that awe and reverence, when they addrefs a 

: ve woman, 
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“Woman, - which fhould fhew the ardor of tHeir. paffion, 
rather than the fheepifhnefs of their nature ; for who 
knows not, that Love delights in taming the Lyon- 
hearted? That thofe of the fex, who are moft con- 
fcious of their own defe&, in point of courage, na- 
turally-require, and therefore as naturally prefer,. the 
man who has moft of it, as the moft able .to give 
them the requifite protection? That the greater their 
own cowardice, as it would be called in a man, the 
greater is their delight in fubjects of heroifm? As 
may be obferved in their reading ; which turns upon 
difficulties encounter’d, battles fought,..and enemies 
overcome, 4 or 500 by the prowefs of one fingle 
hero, the mere improbable the setter: In fhort, that 
their man fhould be a hero to every one living but 
themfelves ; and to them know no bound to his hu- 
mility. A woman has fome glory in: fubduing a 
heart no man living can appall; and hence too often 
the bravo, affuming the hero, and making himfelf 
pafs for one, fucceeds as only a hero .fhould. 

But as for honeft Hickman, the good man is fo 
generally meek, as I imagine, -that I know not whe- 
ther I have any preference paid me in his obfequi- 
oufnefs. And then, when I rate him, he feems to 
be fo naturally fitted for rebuke, and fo much expects 
it, that I know not how to-difappoint him, whether 
he juft then deferve it, or not. Iam fure, he has 
puzzled me many a time when I have feen him look 
penitent for faults he has not committed, whether to 
as ad laugh at him. | ne 3 

ou and I have often retro/peéted the faces and 
minds of grown people; that is to fay, have formed 
images from their prefent appearances, outfide and in, 
(as far as the manners of the perfons would juftify us 
in the latter) what fort of figures they made when 
boys and girls. And I’ll tell: you: the lights in which 
Hickman, Solmes, and Lovelace, our three heroes, 

have appeared to me, fuppofing them boys at fchool. 
B 4 Solmes 
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Solmes I have imagin’d to be, a little, fordid, pil- 
fering rogue, who would purloin from every-body, 
and beg every boy’s bread and butter from him ; 
while, as | have heard a reptile brag, he would in a 
winter-morning, fpit upon his thumbs, and fpread 
his own with it, that he might keep it all to himfelf. 

Hickman, a great over-grown, lank-hair’d, chubby 
boy, who would be hunch’d and punch’d by every- 
body; and go home, with his finger in his eye, and 
tell hrs mother. oa 

While Lovelace I have fuppofed a curl-pated villain, 
full of fire, fancy, and mifchief; an orchard-robber, 
a wall-climber, a horfe-rider without faddle or.bridle; 
neck or nothing: A fturdy rogue, in fhort, who 
would kick and cuff, and do no right, and take no 
wrong of any-body; would get his head broke, then 
a plaifter for it, or let it heal of itfelf; while he went 
on to do more mifchief, and if not to get, to deferve, 
broken bones. And the fame difpofitions have grown 
up with them, and diftinguifh the men, with no very 
material alteration. — 

“Only, that all men are- monkeys more or lefs, or 
elfe that you and I fhould have fuch baboons as thefe 
‘to choofe out of, is a mortifying thing, my dear. 

Iam fenfible, that Iam nota little out of feafon 
in treating thus ludicroufly the fubject I am upon, 
‘while you are fo unhappy; and if my manner does 
not divert you, as my flightineffes ufed to do, I am 
inexcufable both to you, and to my own heart: Which, 
I do aflure you, notwithftanding my feeming levity, 
is wholly in your cafe. _ 

As this letter is intirely whimfical, I will not fend 
it until I can accompany it with fomething more folid 
and better fuited to your unhappy circumftances ; that 
-Is to fay, to. the prefent fubje& of our correfpondence. 
To-morrow, as I told you, will be wholly yours, and 
of confequence, your | : 

, Anna Howe’s, 
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LETTER | 
Mifs Hows, To Mifs Curarissa HARLOwE.., | 


Thurfday Morn. 7 0’ Clock. 

M * mamma and coufin are alrcady gone off in 

our chariot and four, attended by their doughty 
*Squire on horfeback, and he by two of his own {cr- 
vants,and one of my mamma’s. ‘They both love parade, 
when. they go abroad, -at leaft in compliment to one 
‘ another; which fhews, that each thinks the other 
does.. Robin is your fervant and mine, and nobody’s 
‘elfe: And the day is all my own. 

I muft begin with blaming you, my dear, for your 
refolution not to- litigate for your right, if occafion 
were to be given you, Juftice is due to one’s felf, 
as well as to every-body elfe. Still more muft I 
blame you for.declaring to your aunt and fifter that 
‘you will net: Since (as they will tell it to your father 
and brother) the declaration muft needs give advan- 
tages to {pirtts who have fo little of that generofity 
for which you yourfelf are fo much diftinguifhed: 

There never was a fpicit in the world that would 
infult where it dared, but it would creep and cringe 
where it dared ot. Let me remind you of a fentence 
of your own, the occafion for which I have forgotten : 
¢ That little Spirits will always accommodate them- 
* felves to the fubjeét they would work upon :—Will 
Sfawn upon a fturdy-temper’d perfon: Will infult 
© the meek :’— And another given to Mifs Biddulph, 
upon an occafion you cannot forget :—* If we aflume 
© a dignity in what we fay and do; and take care not 
“ to difgrace by arrogance our. own affumption, every- 
© body will treat us with refpe&t and deference.’ 

I remember that you once made an obfervation, 
- which you faid, you was obliged to Mrs. Norton 
for, and fhe to her father, upon an excellent preacher, 

B 5 TD et whe 
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who was but an indifferent liver : .‘ That to excell in 
-“ theory, and to excell in practice, penerally required 
“ different talents ; which not always met in the fame 
“ perfon.’ Do you; my dear (to whom theory and 
practice-are the fame thing, in almoft every laudable 
quality) apply the obfervation to yourfelf, -in this 
particular cafe, where Refolution is required; and 
where performance of the will of the defunct is the 
queftion— No more to be difpenfed with by you, in 
whofe favour tt was made, than by any- body elfe, 
who ‘have only Themfelves:' in view, by breaking 
thro’ it. ot he a a 
-I know how much you defpife riches in the main : 
But yet it behoves you to remember, that in one-in- 
ftance you yourfelf have judged them valuable— ‘ In 
“ that they put it into one’s power to /ay obligations 5 
‘ while the want of them puts a perfon under a ne- 
* ceffity of recetving favours ; receiving them, perhaps 
* from grudging and narrow fpirits, who know not 
“how to confer them with that grace, which gives 
“ the principal merit to a beneficent action.’—— Reflect. 
upon this, my dear, and fee how it agrees with the 
declaration you have made to your aunt and fifter, 
that you would not refume your eftate, were you to 
be turned out of doors, and reduced to indigence and 
want. ‘Their very fears that you will refume, point 
out to you the neceffity of refuming, upon the treat- 
ment you meet with. 7 ee 
Town, that I was much affected (at firft reading) 
with your mamma’s letter fent with the patterns !—A 
flrange meafure, however, from a mother ; for -/he 
did not intend to infule you; and F cannot but la- 
ment that fo fenfible and: fo fine a Lady fhould. ftoop 
to fo much art, as that letter is written with: And 
which atfo appears in. fome ‘of ‘the converfations you 
have given me an- account of. See you not in -her 
paffivenefs, what boiftrous fpirtts can obtain from 
gentler, merely by teazing and ill-nature ? 
| _ Tknow 
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Mifs. Glarifa Harlowe. It 
_ I know the pride they have always taken jn.calling— 
‘you an Harlowe—Clariffa Harlowe, {0 farmel and fo 
fet, at every word, when. they are grave, or proudly 
folemn.—.Y our mamma has learnt: it of them-—And 
as in. marriage, fo.in wil}, has been. taught .to bury 
her own. fuperior name and. family in theirs. ;I have 
often thought that the fame fpixit govern’d them, in 
this piece of affeCtation,. and others of the like nature 
(as Harlowe-Place, and fo-forth, tho’ not the elder 
brother’s or paternal feat) as govern’d the tyrant 
Tudor (a), who marrying Elizabeth, the Heirefs of 
the Houfe of York, made himfelf a title to a. throne, 
which he would not otherwife have had (being. but a 
bafe defcendant of the Lancafter Line) ; and proved 
.a gloomy and vile hufband to her ; for no: other caufe, 
than becaufe fhe had laid him under obligations, which 
his pride would not permit him te own.—Nor would 
the unprincely wretch marry her.till he.was in pof- 
feffion of the crown, that he might not be. fuppofed 
toawe it. to herclam. ©. as 
You have chidden me, and: again will, .[ doube 
not, for the liberties. I take with fome-of your re- 
lations. But, my dear, need I tell you, That. pride 
in’ ourfelves mutt, and for-ever will, provoke con- 
tempt, . and. bring down upon. us. abafement from 
others ? —- Have we not, in the cafe of a celebrated 
Bard; obferved, that thofe’ who aim. at more than 
their due, will be refufed the honours that: they may 
juftly claim ?-~ I am very loth to offend you; yet-I 
cannot help {peaking of them, as well as of athers, as 
Ithink they deferve. Praife.or Difpratfes is: the 
Reward. or Punifhment. which the world confers 
or inflicts.on Aderit or Demerit ; and,. for my part, 
J neither -can ner will confound them in. the ap- 
plication. I defpife them All, but your. mamma: 
Indeed ['do: — And as for her — But FE will fpare 
the good Lady for your fake-— And one. argu- 
ment, indeed, I think may:be pleaded.in her favour, 
44) Henry VU | 11% 
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in the prefent contention— She who has for fo many 
years, and with fuch abfolute refignation, borne what 
fhe has borne, to the facrifice of her own will, may 
think it an eafier tafk, than another perfon can ima- 
gine it, for her daughter to give up /er’s.——But to 
think to whofe inftigation all this is originally owing~ 
God forgive me; but with fuch ufage I fhould have 
been with Lovelace before now—Yet remember, my 
dear, that the ftep which would: not be wonder’d at 
from fuch an hafty-temper’d -creature as me, would 
be inexcufable in fuch a confiderate perfon as you. 
After your mamma has been thus drawn in againft 
her judgment, I am the lefs furprifed, that your aunt 
Hervey fhould go along with her; fince the two 
fifters never feparate. I have inquired into the nature 
of the obligation which Mr. Hervey’s indifferent con 
du& in his affairs has laid him under :— It is only, 
it feems, that your brother has paid off for him a 
mortgage upon one part of his eftate, which the 
mortgagee was about to foreclofe ; and taken it upon 
himfelf: A fmall favour (as he has ample fecurity in 
his hands) from kindred to kindred: But fuch a one, 
it is plain, as has laid the whole family of the Herveys 
under obligation to the ungenerous lender; who has 
treated him, and his aunt too (as Mifs Dolly Hervey 
has privately complatn’d) with the lefs ceremony ever 
fince. | 
Muft I, my dear, call fuch a creature your brother ?— 
Lbelieve I muft — Becaufe he is your father’s fon. 
‘There is no harm, I hope, in faying That. 
Tam concerned, that you ever wrote at all to-him. 
Jt was taking too‘much notice @f him: It was adding 
to his felf-fignificance ; and a call upon him to treat 
you with infolence: A call which you might have 
| noes affured he would not fail to anfwer. _ 
But fuch a pretty mafter as this, to run riot againft 
fuch a man as Lovelace ; who had taught him to put 
his fword into his fcabbard, when he ‘had: pulled it 
# out 
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@ut by accident !— Thefe in-door . infolents,. who, 
turning themfelves. into bugbears, frighten women, 
children, and fervants, are-generally cravens among 


_men. - Were he to come fairly crofs-me, and-fay to 


my face-fome of the free things, which, I am told, he 
has faid of me behind my back, or that (as by your 


account) he has faid ‘of our fex, 1 would take upon 


myfelf to afk him two or. three queftions; altho’ he 
were to fend. me a challenge likewife. _ 

I repeat, You know ‘that Iwill {peak my mind, 
and write it too. He.,is not my brother. Can you 
fay, he is yours?— So, for your life, -if you are juft, 
you can’t be angry with me: For would. you fide 
with a falfe brother againtt a true friend? A brother | 
may not be a friend: But a friend will be always a 
brother.— Mind That,' as your uncle Zony fays! 

I cannot defcend fo low, as to take very particular 
notice of the epiftles of thofe poor fouls, whom you 
icall uncles— Yet I. love to divert myfelf with fach 
grotefque characters too.— But I know them, and love 


you; and fo cannot make the jedt of them, which 


their abfurdities call for, | 
Now I have faid fo much on thefe touching topics, 


‘(as I am but too fenfible you will think them) I muft 
‘add one reflection more, and. fo intitle myfelf to your 
‘correction for ali at once.—It is upon the conduct of 


thofe women (for you and I know more than one fuch) 


“who can fuffer themfelves to be out-blufter’d and out- 
-gloom’d, till they have no «wif of their own ; inftead 
-of being prevailed upon, by aéts of tendernefs and 
‘¢omplaifance, to be fooled out of it..——I with, that it 
-does not demonftrate too evidently, that, with fome 
-@f the fex,. infolent controul is a more efficacious 
-faubduer than kindnefs or cenceffion.—Upon my life, 


my dear, I have often thought, . that many of us are 
mere babies in matrimony :. Perverfe fools, when 


‘too much indulg’d and humour’d; creeping flaves, 


when treated hasfhly.. Bat. fhadl it be faid, that fear 
| > makes 
I 
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makes us more gentle obligers than Jove?—~Forbid it, 
honour | forbid it, gratitude ! forbid it, juftice! that 


any woman of fenfe fhould give occafion to have this © 


faid of her ! oe 

Did I think you would have any manner of doubt, 
from the ftyle or contents of this lettes, whofe faucy 
pen it is that has run on at this rate, I would write my 
“mame at length; fince it comes too much from my 
heart to difavow it:— But at prefent the initials fh 
ferve; and I will go on again diredlly. 

| A. He: 


LETTER Hl. 

Mifs Howe, To Mifs CrarissA HARLOWE. 

| Thurfday mern.. 10 0° clock (Mar. 23). 
I Will poftpone, or perhaps pafs by, feveral obferva- 

tions which I had to make on other parts of yous 
letters ; to acquaint you, that Mr. Hickman, when 
in London, found an opportunity to inquire after Mn 
Lovelace’s town-life and converfation. 

At the Cocoa-tree in Pall-mall he fell in with two 
ef his intimates, the one named Belton, the other 
Mowbray ; very free of fpeech, and rakifh gentlemen 
both: But the waiter, it feems, paid them great re- 
fpect, and, on his inquiry after their characters, cal- 
led them men of fortune and honour. as 

They began to talk of Mr. Lovelace of their own 
accord ; and upon fome gentlemen in the reom.afk- 
ing, when they expected him in town, anfwer’d, 
That very day. Mr. Hickman (as they both went-on 
praifing Lovelace) faid, He had indeed heard, that Mr.. 
Lovelace was a very fine gentleman — and was pro- 
ceeding, when one of them, interrupting him, faid,—— 
Only, Sir, the fineft gentleman. in the world ;. that’s. 
all. 


And fo he led them-on to expatiate more particu- 
Jarly on his qualiues;. which they were very om of 
ing = 
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oing: But faid: not one fingle word in: behalf of his 
morals—A4ind that alfo, in your uncle’s ftyle.. - 

‘Mr. Hickman faid, That Mr. Lovelace was very 
happy, as he underftood, in the efteem of the Ladies ; 
and, {miling; to make them believe he did not think 
amifs of it, that he pufh’d his good fortune as far as 
It would go. : : 
_ Well put, Mr. Hickman | theught I; equally grave 
and fage— Thou feemeft not to be a ftranger to theit 
dialect, as I fuppofe this is !—But I faid nothing ; for 
I have often try’d to find out this mighty fober man of 
my mamma’s: But hitherto have only to fay, that he 


is either very moral, or very cunning. 


No doubt of it, reply’d one of them; and out 
came an oath, with a Who would not ?——That he did 
as every young gentleman would—- 

Very true! faid my mamma’s puritan—But I hear 
he is in treaty withafinelady—| i titi “ 

So he was, Mr. Belton faid-—The d—! fetch her! 
(Vile brute!) for fhe ingroffed all: his time! — But 
that the Lady’s family ought to be—fomething—(Mri 
Hickman defired to be excufed repeating what,—tho’ 


‘he had repeated what was worfe)——and might dearly 
‘repent their ufage of a man of his family and merit. 


Perhaps they may think him too wild a gentleman, 


‘ery’ Hickman: And theirs is, I hear, a very fober 


family— : , , 

. Soper! faid one of them: A good honeft word, 
Dick.|—Where the devil has it lain all this time ?— 
D— me if I have heard of it in this-fenfe, ever fince I 
was at college! And then, faid he, we bandy’d it 
about among twenty of us, as an obfolete—. 

There’s for you,.my dear !— “Thefe are Mr. Love- 
Jace’s companions: You'll be pleafed to take notice 
of that ! atk ee ak, | 

Mr. Hickman faid, this put hum out of countenance, 

I flared. at him, aad with fuch a meaning in my 
| wee = cySss 
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eyes, as: He knew how to take; and fo was put’ of: 
countenance again. pee - . 
Don’t you.remember, my dear, who it was that told 

a young gentleman defigned:for the gown, who own’d 
he was apt to-be. too eafily put-out of countenance, 
when he came among free.company; ‘ ‘That it was.a 
© bad fign; that it looked as if his morals were not 
© proof; but that his good difpofition feemed rather 
€ the effect of accident and education, than of fuch a 
© choice as was founded upon principle’? And don’t 
‘you know the leffon the — fame young Lady gave 
him, * To endeavour to ftem and difcountenance 
‘ vice, and to glory in being an advocate in all com- 
© panies for virtue ;’ particularly obferving, * That it 
‘ was natural for a man to fhun, or give up, what 
© he was afhamed of ?? Which fhe fhould be forry 
to think his cafe on this occafion: Adding, * That 
© vice was a coward,- and would hide its head, when 
© oppofed by fuch a virtue as had prefence of mind, 
.© and a full perfuafion of its own reCtitude, to fupport 
‘it.’ The Lady, you may remember, modeftly put 
her doctrine into the mouth of a.worthy preacher, 
Dr. Lewin, as fhe ufes to do, when fhe has a mind not 
, to be thought to be what fhe is at fo early an age; and 
. that it may give more weight to any-thing /be dit upon, 
that might appear tolerable, was her modeft manner 

of fpeech. | | 
Mr. Hickman, upon the whole, profefled to me, 
upon his fecond recovery, that. he had no -reafon to 
think well of Mr. Lovelace’s morals, from what he 
heard of him in town: . Yet his two intimates talked 
of his being more regular than he ufed te be: ‘That he 
had made a very good refolution; That of old Tom 
Wharton was the expreffion, That he would never 
give a challenge, nor refufe one ; which they praifed 
.in him highly : That, in fhort, he was a very brave 
fellow, and the charming’ companion in the sso tee 


_ ow 
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And would one day make a. great figure in Kis eoune 
try; for there was nothing he was not capable of— - 
I am afraid that this is too true. And this, my dear, 

is all that Mr. Hickman could pick up about him: And 
is it not enough to determine fuch a mind as yours, if 


net already determined ? 


Yet it muft be faid too, that if there be a woman 
in the world that can reclaim him, itis you. And, 
by your account of his behaviour in the interview be- 
tween you, I awn I have fome hope of him. At leaft, 
This I will fay, That all his arguments with youy 
then, feem to be juft and right: And if you are to 
be his—But no more of That; He cannot, after all, 
deferve you. 


LETTER Iv. | 
Mifs Howe, To Mifs Cuartssa HaRLewe. | 


Thurfday afternoon, March 23. 


AN unexpected vifitor has turned the courfe of my 

thoughts, and chang’d the fubject I had intended 
to purfue. The only one for whom I would have 
difpenfed with my refolution not to fee any-body all 
the dedicated day: A vifitor, whom, according to 
Mr. Hickman’s report from the expe€tations of his 


libertine friends, I fuppofed to be in town.— Now, 


my-dear, have I faved mytelf the trouble of telling 


you, That it was your too-agreeable Rake. Qur fex 


is faid to love to trade in furprizes: Yet have I, by 
my over-promptitude, furprifed myfelf out.of mine.— 
J had’ intended, you: mutt know, to run twice the 
length, before I had fuffer’d you fo much as to guefs 


-who, and of which fex, my vifitor was: But fince 
you have the difcovery. at fo cheap arate, yau are 


welcome to it. | 
The endiof his coming was, to engage my intereft 
with my charming friend; and as he was fure, a I 
cw 


18 - The History of 
knew all your mind, to acquaint .him what he had te 
truftto. He mentioned what had paffed in the inter- 
view between you :— But could not be fatisfy’d: with 
the refult of it, and with the little fatisfa€tion he had 
obtained from you ; the malice of yeur family to him 
increafing, and their cruelty to you not abating.— 
His heart, he told me, was in tumults, for fear you 
fhould be prevailed. upon in favour of a man defpifed 
by every-body. He gave me frefh inftances of indigni+ 
ties caft upon himfelf by your uncles and brother ; and 
declared, that if you fuffered yourfelf te be forced into 
the arms of the man for whofe fake he was loaded with 
undeferved abufes, you fhould be one of the youngeft, 
as you would be one of the lovelieft, widows in Eng- 
land: And that he would moreover call your brother 
to account for the liberties he takes with his charaGter 
to every-one he meets with. be 

He propofed feveral fchemes, for you to choofe 
fome. one of them, in order to enable you to avoid 
the perfecutions you labour under: One I will men- 
tion; That you will refume your eftate; and if you 
find difficulties, that can be no otherwife furmounted, 
that you will,.:either avowedly or privately, as he had 
propofed to you, accept of his aunt Lawrance’s, or 


Lord M’s, affiftance to inftate you in it. He declared, 


that, if you did, he would leave it abfolutely to your 
own pleafure afterwards, and to the advice which your 
coufin Morden on his arrival fhould give you, whe- 
ther to encourage his addrefs, or not, as you fhall be 
convinced of the fincerity of the reformation which 
his enemies make him fo much want. oe 
I had now a good opportunity to found him (as you 
wifh’d Mr. Hickman would Lord M.}, as to the con- 
tinued or diminifhed favour of the Ladies, and of his 


‘Uncle, towards you, upon their being acquainted with , 


the animofity of i relations to them, as well.as to 
their kinfman. I took the opportunity ; and he fatif- 
fy’d me, by reading fome paliages of a letter he had 

about 


Mi/s Clariffa Harlowe. 10 
about him, from Lord-M, ‘That an alliance with you, 
and that on the foot of your own fingle merit, would 
be the moft defirable event to them, that could hap- 
pen: And fo far to the purpofe of your wifhed inquiry 
does: his Lordfhip go, in this letter, that he affures 
him, that whatever you fuffer in fortune from the 
violence of your relations, on 47s account, he and his 
fifters will join to-make it up to him. And yet the 
reputation of a family fo fplendid, would, no doubt, 
in a cafe of fuch importance to the honour of both, | 
make them prefer a general confent. 

I told him, as you yourfelf I knew had done, that 
you were extremely averfe to Mr. Solmes; and that, 
might you be left to your own choice, it would be 
the Single Life. As to himfelf, I plainly faid, That 
you had great-and juft objections to -him, on the fcore 
of his carelefs morals: That it was furprifing, that 
goune gentlemen, who gave themfelves the liberties 

e was faid to take, fhould prefume to think, that, 
whenever they took it into their heads to marry, the 
moft virtuous and worthy of the fex were to fall to 
their lot: That as to the Refumption, it had been 
very ftrongly urged by myfelf, and would: be more ; 
tho’ you had been averfe to it hitherto: That your 
chief reliance and hopes were upon your coufin Mor- 
den: And that to fufpend or gain time, till he arrived, 
was, as I believed, your principal aim. 

I told him, That with regard to the mifchief he 
threatened, neither the act nor the menace ‘could 
ferve any end but theirs who perfecuted you ; as it 
would give them a pretence for carrying into effect 
their compulfatory projects ; and that with the appro- 
bation of all the world; fince he muft not think the 
public would give its voice in favour of a violent young 
man, of no extraordinary character as to morals, who 
fhould feek to rob a family of eminence of a child fo 
-yaluable; and who threatened, if he could not obtain 
her in preference to-2 man chofen-by themfelves, . 
, ¢ 


20 The Hrstory of | 

he would avenge himfelf upon them All, by acts of 
violence. - a & fog PS 

_ EI added, That he was very much miftaken, if he 
thought to intimidate yox by fuch menaces: For that, 
tho’ your difpofition was all fweetnefs, yet I knew not 
a fteadier temper in the world than yours; nor one 
more inflexible (as your friends had found, and would 
{till farther find, if they continued to give occafion 
for its exertion), whenever you thought youriclf in the 
right; and that you were dealt ungeneroufly with, in 
matters of too much moment to be indifferent about. 
Mi‘s Clarifla Harlowe, Mr. Lovelace, let metell you, 
faid I, timid as her forefight and prudence may make 
her in {ome cafes, where fhe apprchends dangers to 
thofe fhe loves, is above fear, in points where her hoe 
nour, and the true dignity of her fex, are concerned.— 


*. In thort, Sir, you muft not think to frighten Mifs Cla- 


riffla Harlowe into fuch a mean or unworthy conduct, 

as only a weak or unfteady mind can be guilty of. 
_ He was fo very far from intending to intimidate 
you, he faid, that he befought me not to mention one 
word to you, of what had pafled between us: That 
what he had hinted at, that carried the air of a me- 
nace, was owing to the fervor of his {pirits, raifed by 
his apprehenfions.of lofing all hope of you for ever; 
and on a fuppofition, that you were to be actually 
forced into the arms of a man you hated : That were 
this to be the cafe, he muft own, that he fhould pay 
very little regard to the world, or its cenfures: Efpee 
cially as the menaces of fome of your family now, and 
their triumph over him afterwards, would both pror 
yoke and warrant all the vengeance he could take... 
He added, that-all the countries in the world were 
alike to him, but on your account : So that whatever 
he fhould think fit to do, were you loft to Lim, he fhould 
have nothing to apprehend from the Laws of this... 
__ I did not like the determined air he fpoke this with: 
‘He is certainly, my dear, capable. of great ee 
© 


! 
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_ He palliated- a little this fiercenefs (which by the 
way I warmly-cenfured) by faying, That while you 
remiain:fingle, he will bear all the indignities that fhall 
be eaft' upon him by your family, ‘But would you 
throw yourfelf, if you were: ftill farther driven, into 
any other protection, if not his uncle’s, or that of the 
ladies of his family (into my mamma’s, fuppofe); of 
would you go to London to private lodgings, where 
he would never vifit you, unlefs he had-your léave ; 
and. from whence yeu might.make your own terms 
with your.relations; he would be intirely fatisfy’d ; 
and would, as he had faid before, wait the effect of 
your coufin’s arrival, and your free. determination, as 
to his own fate.—- Adding, ‘That he knew the family 
fo well, and how much fixed they were upon their 
meafures, as- well-as the abfolute dependence they 
made upon your temper and principles, that he could 
not but apprehend the worft, while you remained in 
the power of their perfuafion and menaces. 

e had.a great deal of other difcourfe: But as the 
reciting of the reft would be. but a repetition of many 
of the things.that pafled between you and him, in 
the interview between. you in the woodhoufe, I refer 
myfelf to your memory on that oceafion (a). 

And now, my dear, upon the whole, I, think, it 
behaves you to make yourfelf independent: All then 
‘will fall right. “This man is a violent man. I fhould 
wifh, methinks, that you fhould not have either him 
or Solmes. . You will find, if you get out of your 
‘brother’s and fifter’s way, what you cam or can-zot 
do, with regard to either. If your relations perfift in 
‘their footith fcheme, I think I will take his hint, and, 
‘at a proper opportunity, found my mamma. Mean 
time, let me have your clear opinion of, and reafon- 
ings upon, the Refumption, which | join with Love- 
lace in. advifing. You-can but fee-_how your demand 
will work. To demand, is not to litigate. But be 

| your 

(a) See Vol. 1. Letter xxxvi, 
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your refolution what it will, do not by any means 
repeat, that you will not aflert your right. If they 
goon to give you provocation, you may have fuffi- 
cient reafon to change your mind: And let them ex- 
pect that you w// change it. They have not the 
generofity to treat you the better for difclaiming the 
_ power they know you have. That, I think, need 
not now be told you. | 

Iam, my deareft friend, and will be ever, 

| | Your moft affectionate and faithful 

| Anna Howe. 


LETTER V. 
Mif; Cranissa Hartowe, To Mi/s Howe. 


Wedn. Night, March 22. 


N my aunt’s and fifter’s report of my obftinacy, 

my affembled relations have taken an unanimous 
refolution (as Betty. tells me it is) againft me. This 
refolution you will find fignify’d to me in the in- 
clofed letter from my brother, juft now brought me. 
Be pleafed to return it, when perufed. I may have 


occafion for it, in the altercations between my rela- 


tions and me. 
Mifs CLary, | : 7 
I AM commanded to let you know, that my father 
and uncles having heard your aunt Hervey’s account 
of all that has paffed between her and you: Having 


heard from your fifter what fort of treatment fhe has | 


had from you: Having recollected all that has paffed 
between your mamma and you: Having weighed all 
_ your pleas and propofals : Having taken into confider- 
ation their engagements with Mr. Solmes; that gentle- 
man’s patience, and great affection for you; and the lit- 
tle opportunity you have given yourfelf to be acquainted 
either with his merit, or his propofals : Having confidered 
two points more; to wit, The wounded authority of 

. : a father ; 
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a father ; and Mr. Solmes’s continual intreaties (little. 
as you have deferved regard from him), that you may 
be freed from a confinement to which he is defiyous 
to attribute your perverfenefs to him (averfene/s I 
fhauld have faid, but let it go), he being unable to 
account otherwife for fo ftrong a one, fuppofing you 
told truth to your mamma, when you.aflerted, that 
your heart was free; and which Mr. Solmes is willing | 
to believe, tho” no-body elfe does.—For all thefe rea- 
fons, it is refolved, that you fhall go to your uncle 
Antony’s: And you muft accordingly prepare your- 
felf fo todo. You will have but fhort notice of the 
day, for obvious reafons. | 
I will honeftly tell you the motive for your going: — 
It is a double one; firft, That they may be fure, that 
you fhall- not correfpond with any-body they do not 
like ; for they find from Mrs. Howe, that, by fome 
means or other, you do correfpond with her daughter 5 
and, thro’ her, perhaps with fomebody elfe: And next, 
That you may receive the vifits of Mr. Solmes; which 
you have thought fit to refufe to do here; by which 
means you have deprived yourfelf of the opportunity of — 
knowing whom and what you have hitherto refufed. 

If after one fortnight’s converfation with Mr, Solmes, 
and after you have heard what your friends fhall fur- 
ther urge in his behalf, unharden’d by clandeftine 
correfpondencies, you fhall convince them, that Vir- 
il’s amor omnibus idem (for the application of which 
refer you to the Georgic, as tranflated by Dryden) 
is verify’d in you, as well as in the reft of the animal 
creation ; and that you cannot, or. will not, forego 
your prepoffeffion in favour of the moral, the virtuous, 
the pious Lovelace (1 would pleafe you if I could!), it 
will then. be confidered, whether to humour you, or | 

to renounce you for ever. ie Ee , 
It is hoped, that, as you. muff go, you will go 
chearfully. . Your uncle Antony will make every- 
thing at his houfe agreeable to you. . But indeed he 
| won't 
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won't promife, that he will not, at proper times, 


draw up the bridge. : | 
Your vifitors, befides Mr. Solmes, ‘will be myfelf, 
if you permit me that honour; your fifter.; and, as 
you behave to Mr.Solmes, your aunt Hervey, and 
our uncle Harlowe; and yet the two latter will 
hardly come neither, if they think it will be to hear 
our whining vocatives.— Betty Barnes will be your 
attendant: And, I muft needs tell you, Mifs, that 
‘we none of us think the worfe of the faithful maid, 


for your diflike of her: Which Betty, however, wha 


would be glad to oblige you, laments as a misfortune. 
Your anfwer is required, whether you chearfully 
confent to go? And your indulgent mamma bids me 
remind you from her, That a fortnight’s vifits from 
Mr. Solmes are all that is meant at prefent. 
Lam, as you fhall be pleafed to deferve, 
Yours, &c. 
James HARLOwE, jun. 


- So here is the mafter-ftroke of my brother’s policy ! 
‘Called upon to confent to go to my uncle Antony’s, 
avowedly to receive Mr. Solmes’s vifits !— A chapel ! 
—dA moated houfe !—Deprived of the opportunity of 
correfponding with you! — or of any poflibility of 
‘efcape, fhould violence be ufed to compel me to be 
that odious man’s ! 
Late as it was, when I received this infolent letter, 
I wrote an anfwer to it directly, that it might be ready 
for the writer’s time of rifing. I inclofe the rough 
-draught of it. You will fee by it how much his vile 
hint from the Georgic, and his rude one of my 
whining vocatives, have fet me up. Befides, as the 
command to get ready to go to my uncle’s is in the 
name of my father and uncles, it is but to fhew a 
piece of the art they accufe me of, to refent the vile 
‘hint, Ihave fo much reafon to refent, in order to. 
palliate the refufal of obeying, what would otherwife 
be 


a 
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be interpreted an a& of rebellion by my brother and 
fifter: For, it feems plain to me, that they will 
work but half their ends, if they do not deprive me 
of my father’s and uncles favour, altho’ I fhould even 
comply with terms, which it is impoffible I thould 
ever comply with t 4 | 


you might have teld me, Brother, in three lines, 

what the determination of my friends was ; only, 
that then you would not have had room to difplay your 
pedantry by fo deteftable an allufion or reference to 
the Georgic. Give me leave to: tell you,: Sir, That 
if humanity were a branch of your ftudies at the Uni+ 
verfity, it has not found a genius in you for mafters 
ing it. Nor is either my Sex or my felf, tho’ a fifter, 
I fee, intitled to the leaft decency from a brother, who 
has ftudied, .as it feems, rather to cultivate the male- 
volence of his natural. temper, than any tenden 
which one would have heped his parentage, if not his 
education, might have given him, to a tolerable 
politenefs. 

I doubt not, that you will take amifs my freedom : 
But as you have deferved it from me, I fhall be lefs and 
lefs concerned an that fcore, as I fee you are more 
and more intent to fhew your wit -at the expence of 
juftice-and compaffion. 

The time is, indeed, come, that I can no longer 
bear thofe contempts and refle&tions, which a,brother, 
" Jeaft of all'men, is intitled to give. And let me beg 
of you one favour, officious Sir: —It is thts, That 
you will not give yourfelf any concern about a huf- 
band for me, till I fhall have the forwardnefs to pro- 
pofe a wife to you. Pardon me, Sir; but I cannot 
help thinking, that could I have the art to get my. 
papa of my fide, I fhould have as much right to pre- 
{cribe for you, as you have for me. : 

As to the communication you make me, I muft 
take upon me to fay, That altho’ I will receive, as 

Voud, en becomes 
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becomes me, any of my papa’s commands; yet, as 
this fignification is made me by a brother, who has 
fhewn of late fo much ofan unbrotherly animofity to 
me (for no reafon in the world that I know of,. but 
that he believes he has, in me, one filter too many 
for his intereft) I think myfelf intitled to. conclude, 


that fuch a letter as you have fent me, is all yeur- 
ewn.— And ‘of -courfe to declare, that, while I fo. 


think it, I will not willingly, nor even without vio- 


Ience, go to any place avowedly, : to receive Mr. 
Solmes’s vilits. ee 8 


I think myfelf fo much intitled to yefent your in- 
famous hint, and this as well for the fake of my Sex,- 


as for my.own, that I ought to declare, as I do, . that 


I will not xeceive any more of your. letters, unlefs . 


commanded to do fo, by an authority. I never will 
difpute ; except in a cafe, where J think my future, 


as well as prefent happinefs concerned — And were. 
fuch a cafe to happen, I am fure my father’s, harfh-. 
nefs will be lefs owing to himfelf, than to you; and. 


to the fpecious abfurdities of your ambitious and 
felfith {chemes.—Very true, Sir! Oe ae. 
One word more, provoked as Iam, I will add: 
That had J been thought as really obftinate and per- 
sverfe, as of late-I am faid to be, I fhould not have 
been fo difgracefully treated as I have been— Lay 
your hand upon your heart, Brother, and fay, By 


whofe inftigations —- And examine what I have done 
to deferve to be made thus unhappy, and to be obliged 


to ftyle myfelf, 3 
7 — . Your inzured Sifter, 


~ 
me 


When, my dear, you have read my anfwer to this 


letter, tell. me, what you think of me? —It jball 
g0 fom  : 


LE T- 


Ci. Hartows. 
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ther with my reply. 


_ dixected to oe Petnetes 
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LETTER Vi 
M mip Cuanissa HaRLowe, Ta Mifs Hoc.” 


» Thirfdey Morning, Mar. 23." 


Ly etter haa fet them all i in tumults: For, it. 
‘ feems, ‘none of them went home laft night ; 
and they all ‘were'deftred to: be prefent to give their. 
advice; if I fhould refufe compliance with a command 
thought fo reafonable as, it feems, ‘this was. 
Betty * tells me, That, at firft, my, father, in aragey: 
was for coming up 'to.me himfelf, and for turning me. 
out'of his doors dire€tly.. Nor was he reftrained, till 
it was hinted to him, that That was no doubt: my 
wif, and would anfwet all my perverlé views... But, 
the refult was, That my brother (having really, as | 
my mamma and aunt inflted taken wrong etree 
with me) fhould write again in a more moderate man-. 
ner: For nobody elfe was permitted or cared to write. 
to fuch a ready feribbler. And, I having declared — 
that I would not receive any more of his letters with- — 
‘out:command from a fuperior authority, my mamma 
was to give it hers: And accordingly has done fo i 
the following lines, written on the fuperfcription a 
his letter’ to me: Which letter alfo follows : “Rage 


~ 


Clary Harlowe, 


RE CEIVE and read This, with the tenner that 
becomes your fex, your charaéter, your educa- 
tion, and your duty: uae return an ane to ity 


aia Haaiowz 
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To Adjfs Cranissa HaRLowe. 


| Thurfday Morning. 

Q)NCE more! write, altho’ imperioufly prohibited 
by a younger fifter. Your mamma will have me 
do fo, that you may be deftitute of all defence, if you 
perfift.in your pervicacy. Shall I be a pedant, Mifs, 
for this word? She is willing to indulge in you the 
Jeaft appearance of that delicacy for ‘which fhe once, 
as well as every-body elfe, admired you— Before you 
knew Lovelace; I cannot, however, help faying that : 
And fhe, and your aunt Hervey, will have it (They 
would fain favour you, if they could), that I may 
have provoked from you the anfwer they neverthelefs 
own to be fo exceedingly unbecoming. I am now 
learning, you fee, to take up the fofter language, 

where you have laid itdown. ‘This then is the cafe: 
They intreat, they pray, they beg, they /upplicate— 
‘(Will either of thefe do, Mifs Clary?) That. you 
will make no fcruple. to go to your uncle Antony’s: 
And fairly Iam to tell you, for the very purpofe 
pectoned in my laft—or, ’tis prefumable, they need 
not intreat, fr beg, fupplicate. — Thus much is 
promifed to Mr. Solmes, who.is your advocate, and 
very ‘uneafy, that you fhould be under conftraint, 
_fuppofing that your diflike to him arifes from That. 
And, if he finds you are not to be moved in his fa- 
wour, when you are abfolutely freed from That you 
~ gall a.controul, he will forbear thinking of you, what- 
ever it coftshim. He loves you too well: And in 
this, I really think his underftanding, which you have 
-refleGed upom, isto.be queftioned. | 

Only for one fortnight; therefore, permit his vifits. 
Your. Education. (you telb.nie ef mine, you know) 
ought ‘to make you incapable of rudenefs to any- 
body. He will not, I-hope, be the firft man, myfelf ex- 
cepted, whom you ever treated rudely, purely aa 


4 


Mis Clarifla Harlowe: zy 


fie is efteemed by us all. I am, what you have a mind 


to make me, Friend,. Brother, or Servant—I with I 
could be ftill more polite, to fo polite, fo delicate, a 


dilter.- ae 
en aae Ja.-HARLowe, 


~ 


Your mutt fill write to me, if you condefcend to 


reply. Your mamma will not be permitted to 
be. difturbed with your nothing-meaning Vo- 
eatives !|—~Vacatives,. once more, Madam Clary, 
repeats the pedant your. brother-!: 7 
To James Hartowsg, jun. E/q; — 
‘ Thurfday, March 23: 
PERMIT ‘me,- my ever-dear and honoured papa 
= and mamma, in this: manner to furprife you into 
‘an audtence (prefuming This will:be read to you) 
fince I.am deny’d the honour of writing to you di- 
rettly:.. Let me beg of you to believe, that nothing 
but the. meft unconqucrable diflike could make me 
ftand againft: your: pleafure. What are.riches, what 
are fettlements, to happinefs ?' Let me not thus cruelly 


‘be given up to a man my very foul is averfe. to. 
Permit: me to repeat, that I cannot.hone/fly be his. 


Had Ia fighter notion of the matrimonial duty than 

T:have, perhaps I might. . But when Iam to bear all 

the mifery, and ‘That for /ife; when my heart is lefs 

concerned in this matter, than my foul; my temporal, 

perhaps, than my future good; why fhould I be 

arf d the liberty of refufing ? ‘That liberty is all 
alk. ‘ 


It were eafy for me to give way to hear Mr. Solmes .- 
talk for the. mentioned fortnight, .altho’ it. is im- 
pofhible for me, fay what he would, to get. over my 
diflike to him. But the Moated houfe,~ the Chapel 
there, and the little mercy my brother and fifter, who 
are to be there, have hitherto fhewn me, are what I 

C 3 nee 
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am extremely .apprehenfive. of. .And why does my 
brother fay, my -reftraint is to be taken off (and that 
too at Mr. Solmes’s defire), when Iam. to be a ftill 
clofer prifoner than before ; the Bridge threaten’d to 
be drawn up; and -no dear papa and.mamma: near 
me, to appeal to, in the laft refort ? Re 
Transfer not, I befeech you, to a brother and 
Sifter your qwn authority over your. child—To a bro- 
ther and fifter, who'treat me with unkindnefs and re- 


proach; andy as.1 have too much reafon to appre-— 


thend, mifreprefent my words and behaviour; or, 
reatly favour’d as I ufed to be, it is impoffible I 
Thould be funk fo low in your opinions, as I un- 
“happily am ! oo on LO eee 
Let but this my hard, my difgraceful confinement 
be put an endto. Permit.me, my dear mamma, to 
purfue my Needleworks in’ your ‘prefence, as one of 
‘your maidens, and you fhall be witnefs, that it is not 
wilfulnefs or prepoffleffion that governs me.. Let me 
not, however,’ be put out of your own houfe. Let 
Mr. Solmes come and go, as my papa pléafes: Let 
me but.tarry or retire when he comes, as I can ; and 
| a the reft ah Ei denseas a i. eet | 
Forgive me, Brother, that thus, with anappearance 
of a: addrefs myfelf to fig (ales and oranbieesees 
. whom, / am forbid to approach, . or,to:wnite,- “Hard 
it is,to be. reduced to fuch a.contrivance ! Forgive 
likewife the plain-dealing I have ufed in-the. above, 
_ with the noblenefs of a gentleman, and the gentleriefs 


i ‘ a rd 
wy aa 


_ due from a brother to a fifter. -Altho’, of late, you | 


have given me but little room to hope. for your favour 
‘or compaffion; yet, ‘having not deferved to forfeit 
. gither, I.prefume to claim. doth: Fot lam. confident 
_ itis, at prefent, much in your power, altho: but my 
_ brother (my honoured parents both, I blefs.Gad, in 

being), to give peace to the greatly difturbed mind of 
_ Your unhappy Sifter, | 
| : /Ls HARLOWE. 


Betty 


ae 


Mis: Glariffa Hatlowe. =f 
- - Betty tells me, my brother has taken my letter all 
jn: pieces; and. has undettaken to write fuch an 
-anfwer to ‘it; as fhall- confirm the wavering — So, 
it is plain; that I: fhould have moved: fomebody by 
~it, but for this: hardshearted. brother ; ‘God forgive 
him! - : Md ee yg Se : e 
LETTER VW. 
Mif: Craaissa Hartowe, To Mift Howe. ° 
oe iN ie Shee Thurfday Night, Mar. 23. | 
| I Send you the boafted confutation-letter, juft now 
= put into my hands — My brother and fifter, my 
‘uncle Antony and Mr. Solmes are, I underftand, ex- 
ulting over the copy of it below, as an unanfwerable. 


performance. ~~ ‘ 

To Mifs CraRissAHARLOWE,  .. 
| @*8 CE: again,. my inflexible fifter, I write to you: 
"It is to let you know, that ‘the pretty piece'of . 
-art you found out to make me-the vehicle of your 
' whining pathetics to your father and mother, ‘has not 
‘had: the: expected effect.“ RS Oa ce 
, : Ido affare you, that your behaviour has not been 
- mifreprefented : “Nor need it! Your mamma;' who 
is follicitous to ‘take.all opportunities of ‘putting the 

favourableft conftruGtions upon all you do, has beer: 
forced, ‘4s you well know, to give you up, upon 
full psoof »- No.need then of the expedient of purfuing 
your .Needleworks in her fight. ‘She cannot’ bear your 
whining pranks: And itis for Fer fake, that you are 
Not permitted-to come inito-her prefence } not will’be, - 


( 


.. bat upon her own tems, © 0? 


. »You-had like: to have 'made‘a fimpletén: of- ybur 
aunt Hervey yefterday : She came down from you, 

pleading .in’ your favour : But when fhe was afked, 
a a C4 What 
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What conceffion fhe had brought you to? fhe look’¢d 
about her, and knew not what te anfwer. So your 


mamma, when furprifed into the beginning of your - 


cunning addrefs to her and to your papa, under my 
name (for I had begun to read it, little fufpecting fuch 
an ingenious fubterfuge) and would then make me 
read it thro’, wrung her hands, Oh }. her dear child, 
her dear child, muft not be fo compelled !— But 
when fhe was afked, Whether fhe would be willing to 
have for her Son-in-law, the man who bids defiance 
to her whole family ; and who had like to have mur- 
der’d her fon? And what conceffions fhe had gain’d 
from her beloved, to occafion this tendernefs? And 
that for one who had apparently deceived her, in af- 
furing her that her heart was free? then could fhe 
look about her, as her fifter had done before: Then 
was fhe again brought to herfelf,- and to a refolution 
to aflert her authority ; not to transfer it, witty pre- 
fumer! over the rebel who of late, has fo ingrate- 
fully ftruggled to throw it off. 

You feem, child, to havea high notion of the 
matrimonial] duty ; and 1’l] warrant, like the reft of 
your fex (one or two, whom [ have the honour: to 
know, excepted) that you will go to church to promife 
what you will never think of afterwards. . But, /weet 
child! as your worthy mamma Norton calls you, 
think a little lefs of the matrimonial (at leaft, till you 
came into that ftate) and a little more of the fal, 
dutv. ; 4 
H ow can you fay, you are to bear all:the .muifery, 
-when you give fo large a fhare of it to your parents, 
to your uncles, to your aunt, to myfelf, and to your 
fifter ; who all, for Eighteen years of your life, loved 
you fo well? 

If of late Ihave not given you room to hope for 
‘my favour or compaffion, it is becaufe of late you 
have not deferved either. I know what you mean, 
little refleQling fool, by faying, it is much in. my 

= | power, 
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power, altho’ dut your brother (a very flight degree 
_ of relation with you) to give you that peace, which 
‘you can give yourfelf whenever you pleafe. 

The liberty of refufing, pretty Mifs, is deny’d 
you, becaufe we are all fenfible,. that the aga bie , 
choofing, to every one’s diflike, muft follow. 
vile wretch you -have fet your heart upon, fpeaks - 
This plainly to every-body, tho’ you won’t. He fays. 
you are His, and faall be His, and he will be the death - 
‘of any man who robs him of his PROPERTY. So, . 
Mifs, we have a mind to try this point, with him. . 
_My father fuppofing he has the right of a father in 
his child, is abfolutely determin’d not to be bully’d | 
out of that right: And what muft that child be, who | 
prefers the Rake to'a Father ?- a 

' This is the light in which this whole debate ought 
to be taken. . ,Blufh, .then, Delicacy! that cannot 
bear the Poet’s Amor omnibus idem | — Blufh then, . 
Purity !' Be afhamed, Virgin modefty ! ‘And if capable _ 
‘of conviction, furrender your whole will to the will 
of the honoured pair, to whom you owe yaur being : 
And beg of all your friends.to. forgive .and forget the 
part you have.of late acted. - | _ 

I have written.a longer letter, than ever I defigned . 
to write to you, ,after the infolent treatment and pro- 
hibition you have given me:: And now I am com- 
miffion’d ta tell you, that your. friends are as weary 
of confining you, as you are of being confin’d... And. 
therefore you muft prepare yourfelf to go in a very 
few days, as you have been told before, to your 
uncle Antony’s ; who, notwithftanding your appre- 
henfions, will draw up his bridge when he pleafes, 
will fee what company he pleafes in his own houfe ;.. 
nor will he demolifh hts chapel to cure you of your 
foolifh late-commenc’d antipathy, to a place of Divine 
W orfhip.— The more foolifh,. as, if we intended to 
ufe: farce, we could have the ceremony pafs in your 
chamber: as well as any where elfe, oe 

Cs Prejudice 
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Prejudice againft Mr. Solmes has evidently blinded 
you, and there is a charitable neceffity to open your 
eyes: Since no one but you thinks the gentleman fo 
contemptible in his perfon ; nor, for a plain country 
gentleman, who has too much folid fenfe to appear 
like a coxcomb, juftly blameable in his manners.— 
And.as to his temper, it is neceflary you fhould fpeak 
upon fuller knowlege, than at prefent it is plain you 
can have of him. | 

Upon the whole, it will not be amifs, that you 
“prepare for your fpeedy removal, as well for the fake 
‘of your own conveniency, as‘to fhew your readinefs, 


in one point, at leaft, to oblige your friends ; one of — 
whom you may, if you pleale to deferve it, reckon, - 


tho’ but a Brother, 
-- 3 JAMES HARLOWE. 
P.S. If hi are difpofed to fee Mr. Solmes, and to 
make fome excufes to him for your paft conduct, 
- inorder to be able to meet him fomewhere elfe with 
the lefs concern to yourfelf for your freedoms with 
him ; he fhall attend you where you pleafe. If you 
have a mind to read the fettlements, before they 
are read to you for your figning, ge fhall be fent 
you up— Who knows, but they will 
fome frefh objections? — Your heart is free you 
~ know— It mu/f— For,. did you not tell your mo- 
- ther it was? And will the piaus Clarifla Harlowe 
_ fibto her mamma?” 
I defire no reply. The cafe requires none. Yet 
I will afk you, Have you, Mifs, no more propofals 
_ to make? ‘ 


Iwas fo vexed when I came to the end of this 
letter (the poftfcript to which, perhaps, might be 
written, after the reft had feen the letter) that I took 
up my pen, with an intent to write to my uncle 
Harlowe about refuming my own eftate, in alae 

9 


help you to 
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of your advice : But my heart failed me, when I re- - 
colleGted, that I had not ene friend to ftand by or 
fupport me in my claim; and that it would but the 
more incenfe them, without anfwering any good end. 


O that my coufin were but come! | 


Is it not a fad thing, beloved as I thought myfelf, 
fo lately, by every one, that now I have not one 
perfon in the world to plead for me, to ftand by me, 
or who would afford me refuge, were I to be under: 
the neceffity of feeking for it ?—J, who had the vanity 
to think I had as many friends as J faw faces, and: 
flatter’'d myfelf too, that it was not altogether yn- 
mefited, becaufe I faw not my Maker’s Image, - ei- 
ther in’ man, woman, or child,..high.or low, righ. 
or poor, whom, comparatively, I loved not.as myfelf. 
—W ould to heaven, my dear, that you were marry’d! 
Perhaps, then, you could have induc’d Mr. Hick-. 
man, upon my application, to afford me proteCijon, 
till thefe ftorms were over-blown. .But then this. 
might have involv’d 4m in difficulties and. dangers 
and that I would not have had done for.the world. 

I don’t know what to do, not 1!— God forgive 
me, but I am very impatient !— I wifh-——but I don’t: 
know what -to with, without a fin !— Yet 1 wihh it. 
would pleafe God to take me to his mercy.!— Ian 
meet with none here !—What a world is this! What 
is there in it defireable?” ‘The good we. hope fory fo 
ftrangely mix’d, that one knows not what to wifh 
for: And one half of mankind tormenting the other, - 
and being tormented :themfelves in tormenting !~-For 
here in this my particular cafe, my relations cannot 
be happy,: tho’. they make me unhappy ! — Except 
my brother and fifter, indeed—and they feem to take 


- delight in; and enjoy, the -mifchief they make! . 


But it is. time to lay down my pen, fince my ink 


runs nothing but gall. 
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LETTER VIL. 
, Mifs Crarissa Hartowe, To Mi/s Howr. 


oi Friday Morning, Six 0’ Clock. | 
ME: Betty tells me, there is now nothing talked: 
-Y4. of but of my going to my uncle Antony’s. 


She has been order’d, fhe fays, to get ready to attend 
me thither. And, upon my exprefling my averfe- 
nefs to go, had the confidence to fay, That having 
heard me often praife the romantie-ne/s of the place, 
fhe was a/ffonifh’d (her hands and eyes lifted up) that 
I fhould fet myfelf againft going to a houfe fo much 
in my tafte. . Se Le 

I afked, if this was her own infolence, or her 

ng miftrefs’s obfervation ? : 

She half-aftonifh’d me by her anfwer; That it was 
hard fhe could not fay a good thing, without being 
robbed of the merit of it. 

As the wench looked as if fhe really thought fhe 
had faid a good thing, without knowing the boldnefs 
of it, I let it pafs. But, to fay the truth, this crea- 
ture has furprifed me on many occafions with her 
fmartnefs: For, fince fhe has been imploy’d in this 
controuling office, I have difcover’d a great deal of 


wit in her affurance, which I never fufpected before. | 


‘This fhews, that infolence is her talent; and that For- 
tune, in placing her as a fervant to my fifter, has not 
done fo kindly by her as Nature; for that fhe would 
make a better figure as her: companion. And, indeed, 
I can’t help thinking fometimes, that I myfelf was 
better fitted by Nature to be the fervant of both, than 
the miffre/s of the one, or the fifer of the other. 
And within thefe few months paft, Fortune has acted 
by me, as if fhe were of the fame mind. | 


Going 


a 


~ 
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- Friday, Ten 0’ Clock. 

- Going down to my.Poultry-yard, juft now, I heard: 
my brother and-fifter, and. that Solmes laughing and. 
triumphing together. The high Yew Hedge between: 
‘us, which divides the yard-from the garden, hinder’d. 
‘them from feeing: me. - 

My brother,. as I. found, had been reading part, or 
the whole perhaps,. of the copy of his laft letter —. 
Mighty prudent-and confiftent, you'll fay,. with their: 
‘views, to make me the wife of a man,. from whom. 
they conceal not, what,. were I to be fuch,. it would. 
‘be kind in them to endeavour to conceal, out of re- 
gard to my future peace: But I have no doubt, that: 
they hate me heartily. — eae at 

ndeed you was up with her there, brother, faid 
my fifter! You need-not have bid her not write to- 
you. I'll engage, with all her wit,. the’ll never pre- 
tend to anfwer it. | 

_ Why, indeed, faid my brother, with an air of 

College-fufficiency, with which he abounds, (for he 

thinks nobedy writes like himfelf) I believe I have 
given her a choak-pear. What fay you, Mr. Solmes ? - 

. Why, Sir, faid he, I think it is unanfwerable. 

But will it not exafperate her more againft me? 

Never fear, Mr. Solmes, faid my brother, but 
we'll carry our point, if fhe do not tire you out firft.: 
We have gone too far in this method to recede. Her 

_ coufin Morden will foon be here; fo all muft be 
aver, before that time, or fhe’ll be made independent 
of usall. 7 3 ry 

_ There, Mifs Howe, is the: reafon given for their 

Jehu-driving | ac 

Mr. Solmes declar’d, that. he was determin’d to 
perfevere while my brother gave him any hopes, and 
while my father ftood firm. 

My fifter told my brother, that he Ait me charm- 
angly on the reafon why I ought to converfe bs 

Ie 
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Mr. Solmes. But that he fhould not be fo fmart up=- 
on the /ex, for the faults of this perverfe girl, _ 

Sonie lively, and I fuppofe, witty anfwer, nty bro- 
ther return’d; for he and Mr. Solmes laugh’d out= 
rageoufly upon it, and Bella laughing too, call’d-him: 
anaughty gentleman: But I heard no more of what- 
they faid; they walking on into the gardén:. 

If you think,-my dedr, that what I have related, 
did not again fire. me, you: will. find -yourfelf mif- 
taken, when -you read at: this place the inclofed copy 
of my letter to my brother; ftruck off, while the iron’ 
was red-hot. : 

. No more-call me-meek and gentle, I befeech you. 


_ To Mr. James HarLowE. - 
SiR,- a Friday Morning. -.- 
| LE » notwithftanding your -prohibition,- I-fhould be- 
4 filent on occafion of your laft, you would perhaps: 
conclude, that I was confenting to go-to -my uncle 
Antony’s, upon the condition you mention. My fa-! 
ther muft do as he pleafes with his child; He may 
turn me out of his-doors, if he thinks fit, or give. 
you leave to doit; but, -(loth as I-am-to fay it) I 
fhould think it very hard to be carry’d by force to 
any-body’s houfe, when I have one of my -own to 
Oo fo. - ms 
. Far be it from me, notwithftanding your’s and my 
fifter’s provocations, to think of taking my eftate into. 
my own hands, without my papa’s leave: But why, 
if I muft not ftay any longer here, may I not be per-. 
mitted to go thither? I will engage to fee nobody 
they would not have me fee, if this favour be per- 
mitted.’ Favour 1 call it, and am ready to receive and 
acknowlege it as fuch, altho’ my grandfather’s will- 

has made it matter of right. | 
You afk me, in a very-unbrotherly manner, in the 
polticript to your letter, if. I have not fome new pro- 
pofals 
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_pofalsto make. I Have (fince you put the queftion) 
three or four : — New ones all,. I think; tho’ I will 
be fo bold as to fay, that, fubmitting the cafe to any 
one impartial perfon, whom you have not fet againit 
me, my o/d ones ought not.te have been rejeed. I 


think This, why-then fhould I not write it? — Nor 


have you any more reafon to ftorm at your /i/fer, for 
telling it you (fince. you feem,. in your letter, to 
make it your boaft how you turned my mamma and 
my aunt Hervey againft me) than I have to be angry 
with my brother, for treating me as no brother ought 
to treat a fifter. | = ae 

Thefe are my new propofalsthen:: «©... 
_ That, as above, I may not be hinder’d from going 
to refide (under fuch conditions as-fhall.be prefcribed 
to me, which I will moft religioufly obferve) at my 
-grandfather’s late houfe. I will not again in this place 
call it mine. Ihave reafon to think it a great mif- 
fortune, that ever it was fo! Jndeed I have ! - 

If this be not permitted, I defire leave. to go fora 
month, or for what time fhall be thought fit, to Mifs 
Howe’s. I dare fay her.mamma will confent to it, if 
I have my papa’s permiffion to go. 

- If this, neither, be allowed, and I am to be turned 
out of my father’s houfe, I beg I may be fuffer’d to 
go to my aunt Hervey’s, where I will inviolably ob- 
ferve her commands, and thofe of my papa and 
mamma. ie te a | 

But if this, neither, is to be granted, it is my 
humble requeft, that I may. be fent to my uncle Har- 
lowe’s, inftead of my uncle Antony’s. I mean not 
by this, any difrefpeét to my uncle Antony : But his 
Moat, with his Bridge threaten’d to be drawn up, and 
perhaps his Chapel, terrify me beyond expreffion, not- 
withftanding yqur witty ridicule upon me for that ap- 
prehention. Pe 

If this likewife be refufed, and J muft be carried to 
the Moated houfe, which ufed to be a delightful one 

to 
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to me, let it be promifed:me, that I fhall not be come- 
‘pelled to receive. Mr. Solmes’s vifits there; and then » 
Iwill as chearfully go, .as ever I did. . 

So here,.Sir,. are my new propofals.. And if none 
of them anfwer your end, .as each of them tends to - 
the .exclufion of that ungenerous perfifter’s vifits, be ~ 
pleafed to know, that’ there is no misfortune I will - 
not fubmit to,.rather'than yield to give my hand to - 
the man, to whom I can allow no fhare in my heart. 

If I write in a ftyle different from my ufual, and 
‘different from what 1 wifhed to have occafion to-write, - 
an impartial perfon, who knew what I have acci- 
dentally,. within this hour paft,. heard from your’ 
mouth, and my fifter’s, and a third perfon’s (particu- - 
larly the.reafon you give for driving on at this violent : 
rate; to-wit, my coufin Morden’s :foon-expeéted are - 
rival), ,would think, Ihave but too much reafon for. 
it. Then be pleafed to remember, Sir, that when my — 
whining voeatives-have fubjeCted me to fo much fcorn : 
and ridicule, it.is time,-were it but to imitate exam- 
ples fo excellent as you and my fier fet me, that I: 
fhould endeavour to affert my charaéter; in order to - 
be thought lefs an alien, and nearer of kin to you both, - 
than either'of you have of late feemed to fuppofe me. . 

Give me leave, in order to empty my female quiver~ 
at oncé,, to add, that I know no other reafon you can - 
have, for forbidding me to reply to you, after you have : 
written what you pleafed to me, than that you: are 
confcious you cannot anfwer to reafon and to juftice - 
the treatment you give me. sae | 

If it be otherwife, I, an un-learned, un-logical girl, 
younger by near a third than yourfelf, will venture. 
(fo aflured am I of the juftice of A aaa to put my: 
fate upon an iffue with you: With you, Sir, .who- 
have-had .the advantage of an academical education; : 
whofe mind muft have been ftrengthen’d by obfer- 
vation, and learned converfation ; and who, pardon 


my 
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my going fo fw, have been accuftomed to give 
choak-pears to thofe you vouchfafe fo write againtt.. 
Any impartial perfon, io late Tutor, for inftance ; 
or the pious and worthy Dr. Lewin, may be judge be- 
tween us: And if either give it againft me, i will pro- 
mife to refign to my deftiny: Provided, if it be given. 
a aaa you, that my father will be pleafed only to 
low of my negative to the perfon fo violently fought 
to be impofed upon me. : 
I flatter myfelf, Brother, that you will the readier 
come into this propofal, as you feem to have a high 
opinion of your talents for argumentation ; and not a. 


low one of the cogency of the arguments contained in 


your laft letter. And as I can poffibly have no ad- 
vantage in a contention with you, if the juftice of 
my caufe affords me not any, (as you have no opinion 
it will) it behoves you, methinks, to fhew to an im- 
partial moderator, that J am wrong, and you not fo. 

If this be accepted, there is a neceffity for its being 
«arry’d on by the pen; the facts to ‘a ftated, and 
agreed upon by both; and the: decifion to be given, 
according to the force of the arguments each: fhall 
produce in fupport of their fide of the queftion: For,. 
give me leave to fay, I know too well the manline/s of 
your temper, to offer ata perfonal debate with you. 

If it be not accepted, I fhall conclude, that you- 


- cannot defend your conduct towards me: And fhalk 


only beg of you, that, for the future, you will treat. 


“me with the refpect due toa fifter from a brother,. 


who would be thought as polite as learned.. 

And now, Sis, if I have feem’d to fhew fome fpirit,. 
mot quite foreign to the relation I have the honour to. 
bear to-you, and tomy //fer; and which may bedeem’d. 
not altogether of a piece with that part of my cha- 
‘raéter which once, it feems, gained: me every one’s. 
love ; be pleafed to confider to whom, and to what- 
it- is owing ; | and that this part of that character was. 
not difpenfed with,. till it fubje&t¢d me to. that ee 

| and; 
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and thofe infults, which.a brother, who has been /a 
tenacious of an "independence, that I voluntarily gave 
up, and who has appeared fo exalted upon. it, ought 
not to have fhewn to any-body, much lefa to.a weak 
and defencele/s {ifter: Who is, notwithftanding, an 
affectionate and refpectful one, and weuld. be glad to. 
thew herfelf to be fo upen all future occaftons 5. as. 
fhe has in every action. of her palt-life, altho’ of late: 
fhe has met with fuch unkind returns. 
_ | Cu. Marzows.. 


See the force and volubility, as I may fay, ef paf-- 
fion; for the letter I fend you: is my firft a 
ruck off without a blot or. erazure. 


; Friday, Three o’Clock.. 
7 AS foon as I had. tranferibed it, I fent-it down to- 
my brother by Mrs. Betty. . | 
- , +The wench came up foon after, all- aghalh, with: 
her Lord, Mifs! What have you. done? —~ What 
_ fave you written? For you have fet. them. all iwa. 
; sayful uproar. | i | 


My Sifter. is but thie fe one from:me:: She 
came up, all jn.a flame, which obliged me abruptly to. 
ie down my_pen :. She run to me-— « | 
O Spirit ! faid fhe, tapping: my: sock: ‘ab litde- 290 
| at And is it.come to this at daft Neer ie 
_ Do-you. beat me, Bella? , 3 
- Do you eall.this beating. you? Only tapping 

_ fhoulder thus, faid the; tapping again more: gently— 

. This is what we expected it-would come: to— 

. want to be independent-—My-papa has lived, too long 
for you!— 

[was going to fpeak with. pene: ;. but fhe put 
her handkerchief before my mouth, very tudely— 
You have done enough with your pen, mean liftener, 

as - > you. are! But, know, that neither your inde- 
| pendent 


—_ 
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pendent ftheme, nor any. of your vifiting ones, will 
be granted you. Take your courfe, perverfe one; 
-eall in your Rake to-help you to an in-dependence up- 
‘on -your: parents,. and a depéndénce upon him !—Do 
fo !— Prepare this moment—- Refolve what you will 
take with you:!=-To-miorrow' you go !+-Depend up- 
‘On it, to-morrow you go!—No longer fhall: you 
tarry here, watching, and creeping about to hearken 
to what people. fay !—’ Tis determin’d, ‘child !— You 
go-to-nmiorrow.!+— My brother would have come up 
to tell you fo !~But I perfuaded him to the contrary~ 
For I know not, -what had become’ of you, if he 
had— Such a letter !—- Such an‘ infolent; fuch.a conz~: 
ceited challenger !|—-O thou Vain‘creature !-—But pre- 
pare your felf, I fay—— To-morrow you go— My 
brother will accept your bold challenge; but it mutt 
be perfonal; and at my uncle Antony’s— Or perhaps 
at Mr. Solmes’s—_ "ee OTe HE 
. “Thus fhe ran on, almoft foaming-with paffion, till, 
mpiite out of -patience, I faid, No more of your vio- 
lence, Bella-—Had I known in what a-~way yeu. 
‘would come up, you fhould not have-found ¥by cham- 
ber-door open !— Talk to:your feryant in this. man- 
-ner: . Unlike you, as: I-blefs God-I am, I am néver- 
_thelefs your fifter—And let me tell you,.. that I -Wor’t 
go to-morrow, nor next day, nor next day to that-— 
-except Iam. srg | eaataeed by violence. | 
What! net if your papa, or your mamma com- 
mands it Girl? faid fhe; intending. another word, 
_by her paufe, and manner, before it came out. - 
. Let it come to that Bella — ‘Then I fhall: know 
what to fay—But it fhall be from either. of their own 
mouths, if I do.—Not from yours,, nor your Betty’s— 
And fay another word to me, in this manner, and 
be the confequenge what it may, I will force 'myfelf 
into their prefence and demand what I have done 
tobe ufedthus! . °° et 
Come along, child.! — Come-aleng, meeknefs— 
‘ a taking. 
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-taking my hand, and leading me towards the door— 
Demand it of them owes Vaal find both your de- 
{pifed parents together!—- What! does your heart 
fait you '—T[for I refifted being thus infolently led, and 
pulled my hand from her. J: 

I want not to be led, faid I'; and fince I can plead- 
your invitation, I will go: And was pofting to the 
fairs, accordingly, in my paffion — But fhe got bee 
tween me and the door, and fhut it— | 

Let me firft, bold one, apprife them of your vifit : 
=— For your own fake, let me — For my brother is 
with them. But yet opening it again, feeing me: 
‘fhrink. back — Go if you will !— Why don’t you: 


go!— Why don't You. Bo» Mifs—following me to- 


my clofet, whither I retired, with my heart full, and- 
pulled the fafh-door. after me ; and. could no longer: 
hold in my tears. . 

Nor would 1 anfwer one word to her repeated ag+ 


gravations, and demands upon me to open my door: 


(for the key was on the infide) nor fo much as turn: 
my head towards her,. as fhe looked thro’ the glafs 


at me.. And at laft, which vex’d her to the heart,. 


IL drew the filk. curtain, that fhe fhould not. fee me, 
and down fhe went muttering all the way. = 


Is not this-ufage enough to provoke one to a. rafh-- 


nefs one-had never thought. of committing? 


away to my uncle’s, without being able to give you. 


previous notice of it; I beg, that as foon-as you fhall 


As it is. but too probable, that I may be hurry’d: 
hear of fuch a. violence, you will fend to the ufual. 


place, to take back fuch of your letters, as may not. 


have reached my hands, or. to fetch any of: mine,. 
that may be there.. May you, my dear, be always. 


happy, prays your. | 
se ae _ Cr. HARLOwE.. 


Ihave received your four letters. But am in fuch 
a ferment, that I cannot at prefent write . ae 
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LETTER XY 
Mifs Cunrissa HaArtowse, To Mi/s Howe. 


| Friday Night, March 24. . 

I Have a moft provoking letter from my fifter. — I 

might have fuppofed, fhe would refent the con- 

tempt fhe brought upon herfelf in my.chamber. Her 

conduct, furely, can only be accounted for by the 
rage of a fuppofed rivalry. | | 


To Mifi CLARISSA HARLOWE. 

J Am to telkeyou, That your mamma has bege’d 
you off for the morrow :— But that you have 
effectually done your bufinefs with her, as well as with 
every-body elfe. . | | | 
In your propofals, and letter to your, brother, you 
have fhew’d yourfelf fo filly, and fo wife ; fo young, 
and fo old; fo gentle, and fo obftinate; fo meek; 
and fo violent; that never was there fo mix’d a 

character. . : > . 
We all know of whom you have borrowed this 
new fpirit. And yet the feeds of it muft be in your 
heart, or it could not.all at once fhew itfelf fo ram- 
pant. It would be doing Mr. Solmes a fpight, to 
with him fuch a fay, «n-fhy girl; another of your 
contradictory qualities—I leave you to make out what 

I mean by it. | | 

__ Here, Mifs, your mamma will not let you remain : 
She cannot have any peace of mind while fuch a rebel 
of a child is fo near her: Your aunt Hervey will not 
take a charge all the family put together cannot ma- 
mage :. Your -uncle Harlowe will not fee you at his 
. houfe till you are marry’d: So, thanks to your own 
ftubbornnefs, ha have nobody that will receive you 
but your uncle Antony: Thither you muft go in a 
very few days, and when there, your brother will 
fettle with you, in my prefence, all that relates to 
7 your 


46. The History of :. 


your modeft challenge :-—— For. it: is accepted, I wilt 
affure you. Dr. Lewin will poffibly be there, fince: 
you make. choice of him ;° ucther gentleman ‘like-. 


wife, were it but to convince you, that he is another 
fort of man than you. have taken him to be: Your 
two uncles will poffidly be there too, to fee that the 
poor, weak, and defencele/s fifter las fair-play. So, you 
fee, Mifs, "what company your {mart challenge will 
draw together. 


Prepare for the day. “You'll foon be called upon. 


Adieu, mamma Norton’ s {weet..child! - 


| ARAB. HARLOWE. 3 


a, 


L tranfcrib’d this eter, and fen it to my mamma, | 


with thefe lines. 


J. 


. Avery few words, my ever-bontur'd Mamma | 

J F my fifter wrote the inclofed by my father’s di- 
rection, or yours, -I muft fubmit to the ufage, 
with this only obfervation, That it is {hort of the per- 
fonal treatment I have received from her. If it be 
of her own head: — Why then, Madam — But I 
knew, that when I was bamfh’d from your prefence— 
Yet, till I know, if fhe has or has not authority for 

this ufage, I will only write further, that I am 

cus vey. umappy Child, 

CL. Hartowe. 


“This. anfwer I receiv’d in an open flip of paper, 
but it was wet in one place. I kifs’d the place; for 
I am fure it was blifter’d, as I may fay, with a mo- 
ther’s tear !— The dear Lady muft (I hope fhe muff) 
have wrote it reluctantly. 


Te apply for protection, where authority is defy’d, 
is bold !—— Your fifter, who would not in your 
circumftances have been guilty of your perverfenefs, 
mays weaiie be angry at you for it However, 

we 


~ 
Siig, 


, caufe of.it iss toc: 2. 
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‘we have told her to moderate her zéa/-for our infulted 


authority. See, if you can deferve another behaviour, 


thag That which: cannot be fa grievous to you, as the 
7 our more unbappy Mother. 
| ‘How often muft. I forbid you any addrefs tome! + 


GIVE me, my deareft friend, your opinion, what: 
1 can, what I ought to do.: Not what you would do 
(pufh’d as Tam pufh’d) in refentment or paffion— for 
in That {pizit you tell me, you fhould have been with 
fomebody before now. — And fteps made in paffion, 
hardly ever fad: of leading to repentance: But ac- 
quaint me with what you think cool judgment, ‘and 
after-reflection, whatever be the event, will juftify. 
_ I doubt not your /ympathizing love :' But yet’ you 


- cannot pofibly feel indignity and perfecution fo very. 


fenfibly as the immediate fufferer feels them : Are fitter” 
therefore to advife me, than I am myfelf. ° 

I wilfhere reft my caufe. Have I, or have I not, 
fuffer’d or borne enough ?. And if they will ftill per- 
fevere ; if that ftrange perfifter againft an antipathy fo 
ftrongly avow’d, will /#:// perfitt, fay, What can I 
do ?— What courfe purfue ?— Shall I fly to London, 
and endeavour to hide myfelf from Lovelace, as well 
as from all my own relations, till my coufin Morden 
arrives? - Or fhall I embark for Leghorn in my way 
to my coufin? Yet, my Sex, my Youth, confider’d, 
how full.of danger is that |—-And may not my coufin 
be fet out for England, while I am getting thither ?— 
‘What can_I do?+—Tell me; teli-me, my deareft Mifs 
Howe ; for I dare not truft myfelf !— Eve £2 


|. leven @’Clock at Night. 

I pave been forced to try to compofe my ang 
paffions at my-Harpfichord ; having firft fhut clofe - 
my doors aa windows, that I might not saci 
clow. 
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below. As I was clofing the fhutters of the windows, 


the diftant whooting of the Bird of Minerva, as from |: 


the often-vifited Woodhoufe, gave the fubje& in that 
charming Opr to Wispom, which does‘ honour te. 
our Sex, as it was written by-one of #. I made an 
eflay, a week ago, to fet the three laft ftanza’s of it, 
as not unfuitable to my unhappy fituation ; and after 
I had re-perufed the Ode, thofe three were my leffon : 
And, I am fure, in the folemn addrefs they contain 
to the All-wife, and All-powerful Deity, my heart 
went with my fingers. . | 

Tinclofe the Ode, and my Effort with it. The 
fubject is folemn: My circumftances are affecting ; 
and I flatter myfelf, that I have not been quite un- 
happy in the performance. If it obtain your appro- 
bation, I fhall be out of doubt: And, fhould be ftill 
more aflured, could I hear it try’d by your voices 
and by your fiager. | 


ODE t. WISDOM, 
By a Lapy. 


| : 
TH E folitary Bird of Night 
Thro’ the thick Shades now wings his Flight, 
And quits his Time-fhook Tow’r; . | 
Where, fhelter’d from the Blaze-of Days 
In Philofophic Gloom he lay, - 
Beneath his Ivy Bow’r. 


ane Ii. 
With Joy I hear the folemn Sound, 
‘Which midnight Echoes waft around, 
And fighing Gales repeat. . 7 
Fav’tite of Pattas! I attend, 
And, faithful to thy Summons, bend 
At Wispom’s awful Seat. 


ik, She 
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She loves the cool, the filent Eve, 
Where no falfe Shews of Life deceive, 

Beneath the Lunar Ray. . 
Here Folly drops each vain Difguife, 
Nor fport her gaily-colour’d Dyes, 

As in the Beam of Py. | 


O Patras! Queen of ev’ry Art, 

_ That glads the Senfe, and mends the Heart, —- 
Bleft Source of purer Joys ! 

In ev’ry Form of Beauty bright, 

That captivates the mental Sight 
With Pleafure and ee 5 


To thy unfpetted Shrine I bow: 
Attend thy modeft Suppliant’s Vow, 
That breathes no wild Defires ; 

But taught by thy unerring Rules, 
To fhun the fruitlefs With of Fools, 
To nobler Views ss 
Not FortTuNE’s Gem, Amsirion’s Plume, - 
Nor Cy THEREA’s fading Bloom, 
Be Objects of my Pray’r: 
Let Av’rice, Vanity, aad Pride, | 
Thofe envy’d glitt’ring Toys divide, 
The dull- Rewards of Care. 
| VII. 
To me thy better Gifts impart, 
Each moral Beauty of the Heart, 
By ftudious ‘Thought refin’d ; 
For WEALTH, the Smiles of glad Content, 
For Pow’, its ampleft, bei Extent, i 
An Empire o’er ny oe . 
| II. 


When Fortune drops her gay Parade, 
When Pleafure’s tranfient Rofes fade, Sas 
Vout. Il. dD And 
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__ And wither in the Tomb, 
Unchang’d is thy immortal Prize; 
‘Thy ever-verdant Laurels rife 


In undecaying Bloqm. 
= IX 


By Thee protected, I defy 
The Coxcomb’s Sneer, the ftupid Lye 
Of Ignorance and Spite: 
Alike contemn the leaden Fool, ° 
And all the painted Ridicule 
Of undifcerning Wit. 


X. 
From Envy, Hurry, Noife, and Strife, 
The dull Impertinence of Life, 
In thy Retreat I reft ; 
Purfue thee to the peaceful Groves, - 
Where PLato’s facred Spirit roves, 
In all thy Beauties dreft. 
I 


>.< 
He bad Ilyffus’ tuneful Stream 
Convey thy Philofophic Theme | 
Of Perrect, Farr, and Goon: 
Attentive Athens caught the Sound, 
And all her lift?ning Sons around 
In awful Silence ftood : 
_ | XI. 
Reclaim’d her wild, licentious Youth, 
Confefs’d the potent Voice ef TrutH, 
And felt its juft Controul. 
“The Paffions ceas’d their loud Alarms, 
And Virtue’s foft perfuafive Charms 
O’er all their Senfes ftole. 
| XIII. 
Thy Breath infpires the Pozt’s Song, 
The Patriovr’s free, unbiafs’'d Tongue, 
The Hero’s gen’rous Strife ; . 
Thine are RETIREMENT’S filent Joys, 
And all the fweet engaging Ties 
Of sTILL, pomestic Life. XIV. No 
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LETTER X. | 
Mi/s Cuarissa HARLOwE, To Mifs Howe. 


Friday Midnight. 

Have now a calmer moment. Envy, Ambition, 

high and felfifh Refentment, and all the violent 
Paffions, are now, moft probably, afleep all around 
me; and fhall not my own angry ones give way to 
the filent hour, and fubfide likewife ? — They have 
given .way to it; and I have made ufe of the gentler 
ipace to re-perufe your laft letters. I will touch up- 
on fome paflages in them: And that I may the lefs 
endanger the but juft-recovered calm, I will begin ~ 
with what you write about Mr. Hickman. __ 

Give me leave to fay, That Iam forry you can- 
not yet perfuade yourfelf to think better, that is to 
fay, more juftly, of that gentleman, than your whim- 
fical picture of him fhews you do; or, at leaft, than 
the humoroufnefs of your natural vein would make 
ane think you do. | 
- I do not imagine, that you yourfelf will fay, he 
fat for the pture you have drawn. And yet, upon 
the whole, it is not greatly to his difadvantage. Were 
I at eafe in my mind, l would venture to draw a 
much more amiable and juft likenefs. 

If Mr. Hickman has not that affurance which fome 
men have, he has that humanity and gentlenefs, which 
-many want: And which, with the infinite value he | 
has for you, will make him one of the propereft 
hufbands in the world for a perfon of your vivacity 
and fpirit. 

Altho’ you fay I would not like him myfelf, I do 
affure you, if Mr. Solmes were fuch a man as Mr. 
Hickman, in perfon, mind, and behaviour, my friends 
and I had never difagreed about him, if they would 
not have permitted me to live fingle ; - Mr, Lovclace 

D2 _ (having 
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{having fuch a character as he has) would have ftoad 
no chance with me This I can. the- more boldly 
aver, becaufe, } plainly perceive, tha€ of the two 
paffions, Love and Fear, This man. will be. able. to 
infpire one with a much greater proportion of the 
Jatter, than | imagine is compatible with the former, 
to make a happy marriage, i 
Iam glad yoy own, that you like no one better 
than Mr. Hickman. In a little while, I make no 
doubt, you will be able, if you challenge your heart 
upon it, to acknowlege, that you like not any-man fo 
well: Efpecially, when you come to confider, that 
the very faults you find in Mr. Hickman, admirably: 
fit him to make you happy: That is to fay, If « be 
neceflary to your happinefs, that you fhould have 
your own will in every thing. | beets ora 
_ But let me add one thing: And that is. this -~ You 
have fuch a fprightly turn, that, with your admirable 
talents, you would make any man in the: world, 
who loved you, look like a fool, except he were fuch 
a one as Lovelace, 7 hea 
Forgive me, my dear, for my franknefs: And for~ 
give me alfo, for fo foon returning to fubjects fo im- 
mediately relative to myfelf, as thofe 1 now muft 
touch upon. Yo 
_ You again infift, flrengthen’d by Mr. Lovelace’s 
opinion, upon my afluming my own.eftate: And § 
have given you room to expect, that I will confider 
this fubjeét more clofely than I had done before — I 
muft however own, that the reafons that-1 had: to 
offer againft your advice, were {o obvious, : that I 
thought you would have feen them yourlelf, and been. 
determin’d by them, againft your own haftier counfel.. 
But fince this has not. been fo; and that both you 
and Mr, Lovelace call upon me to affume my own 
eftate, I will enter briefly into the fubject.. -3 
In the firft place, let me afk you, my dear, fup- 
poling I were inclined tq follow your advice, W ae 
| 2 have 
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have I Yupport me in my demand ?— My uncle 
Haslowe is one of my truftees. He is againft me. 
My. coufin Morden is the other. He is in Italy, and 


‘ may be fet againft me teo. My brother has declar’d, 


chat ‘ehey are refolved to-carty tlieit point before he 
arrives’: . So that, as they drive on, all will probably 


- be decided before I could have an anfwet from him, 


were I to write: And, confined as 1am, if the anfwer 
were fo‘comne-in time, and they did not like it, they 
would keep it from me. _ | rs 
In: the next place, parents have great advantages 
in every eye over the child, if fhe difpute their plea- 
fure in the difpefing of her: And fo they ought! 
Since out of twenty miftances, perhaps two could not 
be produced, where they were not in the right, the 
child in the wrong. ; | | 
Yoa would not, I 4m fure, have me accept of Mr. 
Lovelace’s offer’d affiftance'in fuch aclaim. If I 
would embrace any offer perfon’s, who elfe would 
care to appear for a child againft paretits, ever, till 
of late, fo affeCtionate? But were fuch a protector to 
be found, what a tength of time would it take up in 
a courfe of litigation '--The Will and the Deeds have: 


_ flaws in them, they fay : My brother fometimes talks 


of going to refide at The Grove: 1 fuppofe with a 
defign to:make ejectments néceflary, were I to offer 
at affaminy ; or fhioult I marry Lovelace, in ordet to 
give him all the oppofition and difficulty the Law 
would help him.to give. - 2) 
- Thefe cafes Ihave pet to myfelf, for arzument- 
fake : But they are all out of the queftton, altho’ any- 
Body were to be found who would efpoufe my caufe : 
For, Ido afhire you, I would fooner beg my bread, 
than litigate-for ty rivht with my papa: Since [am 
convine’d, that whether dr not the parent do his duty 
by the child, the child: cannot be exempted from do- 
ing hers:to hith. ‘And to go to Jaw with my Fathers. 
what a found: has'Fhat?’ You will fee, that I have 
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mention’d my with (as an alternative, and as a favous} 
to be permitted, if I muz/? be put out of his houfe, to 
go thither: But not one ftep further canI go. And 
you fee how ‘This 3 refented. , 
_ - Upon the whole then, what, have I te hope for, 
but a change in my father’s refolution ? And _is there 
any probability of that; .fuch an afcendency as my 
brother and fifter have obtained over every-bady; and 
fuch an intereft to purfue the enmity they. have now 
openly avow’d againftme? ‘ : 
As to Mr. Lovelace’s approbation of. your a 
fumption-fcheme, I wonder not at it.. He, very 
probably, penetrates the difficulties J fhould have to 
bring it. to effect, without his afiftance. Were I to 
find myfelf as free as I would with myfelf to.be, per- 
haps that man would ftand a worfe chance with me, 
than his vanity may permit hrm to imagine; _not- 
withftanding the pleafure you take in raillying me on 
his account... How know you, but all that appears. to 
be fpecious and reafonable in his offers — Such as, 
ftanding his chance for my favour, after I became in- 
dependent, as I may call it (by which, I mean. no 
-more,. than having the liberty to refufe a man in 
that Solmes, whom it hurts me but to think of as a 
hufband) ; and fuch as his not vifiting me but by my 
leave; and till Mr. Morden came; and till I were 
fatisfy’d of his reformation ;—-How know you, I fay,. 
that he gives not. himfelf thefe airs purely to ftand 
better in your graces as well as mine, by offering, of 
his own accord, conditions which he muft needs 
think -would be infifted on, were the cafe to happen? - 
.:. Thenam [utterly difpleafed with him. To threaten 
as he threatens — Yet to pretend, that. it is net to in- 
timidate me; and to beg of you not to tell me, when 
he muft know you would, and no doubt muft intexd 
that you /rould, is fo meanly artful !—The man muft 
. think he has a frighted fool to deal with.—I, ta join 
- bands with fuch a man of violence !— My.own ie 
” cr 
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ther the man he threatens !— And Mr. Solmes !— 
What has Mr. Solmes done to him?—Is he to be 
blamed, if he thinks 4 perfon would make a wife worth 
having, to endeavour to obtain her ?’—Oh! that my’ 
friends would but leave:‘me to my own way in this 
one point !— For have I given the man encourage- 


ment fufficient to ground: thefe threats upon? Were 
‘Mr. Solmes a mat to whom | could be but indifferent, 


it might be found, that to have the merit of a fufferer 


‘given him, from fych a flaming fpirit, would very 


little anfwer the views of that flaming fpirit. — It is 
my fortune to be treated as a fool ‘by my brother: 
But Mr. Lovelace fhall find-—Yet I will let biz know 
my mind ; and'then it will come with a better grace 
to your knowlege. 7 ; : et 

_ Mean time, give me leave to tell you; that it goes 
againft me, in my cooler moments, wicked as my 
brother is-to me, to have you, my dear, who are 


‘myfelf, as it were, write fuch very fevere reflections 
‘+ upon him, in relation to the advantage Lovelace had 


ever him. He is not indeed your brether: But you 
write to is fifter, remember !— Upon my word, 


_ Mifs, you dip your pen in. gall, whenever you -are 
‘offended: And I am almoft ready to queftion, when 
Tread fome of your expreffions, againft others of my 


relations as well as him (altho’ in my favour), whether . 
you are fo thoroughly warranted, by your own pa- 
tience, as you think yourfelf, to call other people to 
account for their warmth. Should we not be par- 
ticularly: careful to keep clear of the faults we cen- 
fure ?— And yet I am fo angry at both my brother 
and fifter, that-I fhould:.not have taken this liberty 


with my dear friend, notwithftanding I know you 


never loved them, -had you not made fo light of fo 
fhocking’ a tranfaction, where a brother’s life. was 
at flake: Where his credit in the eye of.the mif- 
chievous fex, has received a f.ill deeper wound, . than. 
he perfonally fuftaingd ; and when a revival of the 
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fame wicked refentments (which may end more fa- 
ray) is threaten’d. ss 

_His credit, I fay, in the eye of the mifchievous Sex : 
Who is not warranted to call it fo; when it is reckon’d 
among the men, fuch an extraordinary piece of {elf~ 
conqueft, as the two libertines his companions gloried, 
to refowe never to give a challenge; and among 
whom duelling is fo fafhionable a part of brutal bra-~ 
very, that the man of temper,. whois, moftly, I be- 
lieve, the truly brave man, is often at a great lofs 
how to behave in fome cafes, to avoid incurring ei- 
ther a mortal guilt, or a general contempt. 

Fo inlarge a little upon this fubje, may we not 
infer, That thofe who would be guilty of throwing 
thefe contempts upon a man of temper, for avoiding 
a greater evil, know not the meafure of true mag- 
nanimity: Nor how much nobler it is to forgive, and 
even how much more manly to defpife, than to refent. 
‘Were Ia man, methinks, I fhould have too much 
fcorn for a perfon, who could wilfully do me a mean 
injury, to put a value upon his life, equal to what I 
put upon my own. What an abfurdity, Becaufe a 
man had done me a fmail injury, that I fhould put 
jt in his power (at leaft, to an egual rifque) to do me, 
and thofe who love me, an irreparable one ?-— Were 
it not a wilful injury, nor avow’d to be fo, there 
could not be roem for refentment. — - a, 
+. How willingly would I run away from myfelf, and 
‘what moft concerns myfelf, if I could! This digref- 
fion brings me back again to the occafion of it.— And 
That to the impatience I was in, when I ended my 
laft letter ; for my fituation is not alter’d.. I renew 
therefore my former eameftnefs, as the new day ap~ 
proaches, and will bring with it perhaps new tryals, 
that you will (as undiveftedly as poffible of favour or 
refentment) tell me what you would have me do :—— 
For if Iam abliged to go to my uncle a 
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Alt, I doubt, will be over with. me; ¥et. how: tor 
avoid it — That’s the difficulty ! 
I thall depofite this the firft thing : "When you have 
om lafe. no _ I pray you, to advife (left it be: 00 
y 


Tow curable, 
: Che Harrower 


LETTER XL : 
Mifs ewes 2 To Mifs CLARISSA faaiowns 


Sat. Marche Se 


H AT. cari I advife you, my noble creature?’ 
Your merit is your crime. You can no moré 
change your nature, than your perfecutors can #heirs. 
Your diftrefs is owing to the vaft difparity between 
you and them. What would you have of them? 
o they not act in character ?—And to whom! To 
an Alien.. You dre not one of them. —~ They have 
two dependencies— Upon their own impenetrableneft, 
one (I'd: give it a properer name, if I dared); the 
other, on the regard you have always had fort yout 
charaéter (Have they not heretofore own’d as much ?) 
and upon your apprehenfions from that of Lovelace, 
‘which would difcredit you, fhould you take any ftep 
by his means to extricate yourfelf. Then they know, 
that refentment and unperfuadablenefs are not natural 
to yous; and that the anger they have wrought yoa 
up to, will fubftde, as all extracrdinaries foon d4o.3 
and that once marry’d, you'll make the beft of it. 
. But furely your father’s eldeft fon and eldeft daugh- 
ter have a view to intail unhappinefs for life upon you, 
“were you to have the man who is already more near- 
‘ly relatedto them, than ever he can be to you, fhould 
the fhocking compulfion take place; by commu- 
nicating to fo narrow a foul all they know of on 
jut averfion to him, 
D5 As 
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. As to that wretch’s perfeverance, thofe only, who 
now not the man, will wonder at it. He. has- not 
the leaft delicacy. When-ever he fhall marry, his 
view will not be for mind. How fhould it? He has 
act.a mind: And does not Like. feck its Like? —And 
if it finds fomething beyond itfelf, how fhall that be 
valued, -which cannot be comprehended ? Were you 
to be his, and fhew a vifible want of tendernefs to 
him 3 it is my opinion, he woyld not be much con- 
cerned at it ;- fince that would leave hyn the more at 
libesty to purfue thofe fordid attachments which -are 
predominant in him. I have heard you well obferve, 
from your Mrs. Norton, ‘That a perfon who has any 
ever-ruling ‘paffion,. will compound by giving up 
twenty secondary or under-fatisfactions, tho’ more laud- 
able ones, in order to have that gratify’d, 

I'll give you the fubftance of a converfation (no 
fear you can be made to like him worfe than you dao 
already) that paffed between Sir Harry Downeton and 
this‘Solmes, but three days ago, as Sir Harry told it 
but yeflerday to my mamma and me. . It will cone 
firm to you that what your fifter’s infolent Betty .re- 
ported he fhould fay, of governing by teal. was not 
of her own head. 

. Sir Harry told him, he wonder'’d he thould hope 
to carry you fo much againft your inclination, as 
every-body knew it would be, if he did. , 

He matter’d not That, he faid: Coy maids made 
fond wives (A farry. fellow 1) It would not at all 
grieve him to fee a pretty woman make wry. faces, if 
fhe gave him caufe to vex her. And your eftate, b 
the convenience of its: fituation, would richly pay 
him, for all he could bear.with your fhynefs.. ; 
__ He fhould: be fure, after a while, of your com- 
plaifance, at-leaft, if not.of your love: And in That 
{hould be happier than-nine parts in ten me his sa "d 
acquaintance. | 

_ What a wretch is this? , 

For 
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- For the reft, :yaur-known virtue would be ds Erest 
a sefecurity: to him, as he could with for.. 

She will look: upon you: faid Sir. Harry (who is a: 
reader), if fhe be forced to marry you, as Elizabeth of 
France did upon Philip IJ. of Spain, when he received 
Her on his frontiers, as her hufband, who was to have 
been but her father-in-law: That is, with fear and 
terror, rather than with complaifance and love: And 
you ‘will, perhaps, be as furly to her, AS That old: 
Monarch was to his bride. 

- Terror and Fear, the wrétch, the horrid wretch, 
Gid, looked pretty in a bride, as well as in a: wife 3 
And, laughing (yes, my-dear, the hideous fellow 
laughed immoderately, as Sir Harry told us, when ha 
faid it), It fhould be his care, to perpetuate the oe 
cafion for that fear, if he could not think he had the 
love. And, for his. part, he was of opinion, that if 
Love and Fear mutt be feparated in matrimony, 
the man who made himfelf feared, fared beft ! 
~ If my eyes would carry with them the execution 
which the eycs of the Bafilifk are faid to do, I wonld 
make it my firft-bufine’s to fee this creature. : 

My mamma, however, fays, it would bea pro+ 
digious merit in you, if you could get over your aver- 
fion to him. Where, afks fhe, as you have been 
afk’d before,. is the. praife-worthinefs of obedience, if 
jt be only paid in initances where we -give. up no- 
thing ¢. 

What a fatality, that you have no better an op- 
tion-!— Either a Sceylla. or a Charybdis ! 

Were it not You, I fhould know how (barbaroully 
ufed, as you are ufed) to advife you ia a moment 
But fuch a noble character to fuffer from a (fuppofed) 
rathnefs and indifcretion. of fuch a nature, would cad a 
vou to the Sex, as I have heretoforeobferved. | 

~ While: I was in hope, that the afferting of : your 
own independence would have helped you, I was 
pleafed, that you had one refource, a9 I thought: But 
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now, that you have fo well proved, that fuch a ftep 
would not avail you, I am intirely at a lofs wasat to: 
ie I will lay down my pen, and. think, 


QO QO 


a HAVE confidered, and confidered again; bith r 
proteft, I know.no more what to Ey than. before. 
Only this: hat kam young, like yourfelf; and 
have a much weaker jucgment and ftronger pafisons, 
than you have. 

I have. heretofore faid,, that you. have: offer’d as 
much as you ought to. offer in living fingle. If 
Were never‘ to marry, the eftate they are fo loth 
fhould go out of their name, would, in time, I fup= 
pofe, revert to your brother : And be or bis would 
have it, perhaps, much more certainly this way, thar 
by the precarious reverfions Solmes makes them hope: 
for.. Have you put this into their odd heads, 
dear ‘~The tyrant word seedy as , at they 


Rs can be the only objection hae tng 

» One thing you muft confider, that,. Pye you: leave 
your parents, your duty and leve ta them-will not 
fuffer you to. appeal againft them,, to juftif y yourfelf. 
for fo doing ; and fo you'll have the world againft 
you. And “fhould Lovelace continue hie wild life, 
and behave ungratefully to you, how will. That ju 
their conduét to yeu (which nothing e/fe can), as‘ 
as their refentments againft him ? 
- May heaven direct you for the beft! I can only fay, 
that, for my own part, I would do any-thing, go. 
any-whither, rather than be compelled te marry the 
man I hate; and, were he fuch a man as Sedwes,. 
muft always hate. Nor could Ihave borne, what 
you have borne, if from father and uncles, not from 
brother and fifter. : 
_ My mamma wilt have it, that after they have try’d 
their utmoft efforts to bring you inte their meafures, 
and find. them dea they wal} recede. But I 
, 8. cannet 
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oe E-am of her mind. She does not owrt, 
be ay other authonty for this, but her own cons 
wthne. foul otherwife have hoped, that your 
uncle Antony and fhe had been in one fecret, and 
that favourable to you :— Woe be to one of them at 
pari ang aoa a meat} if a Soe be i in’ any 


- You muft, if pofible, avoid b - carried’ to thae 
ere T he man, the parfon, chapel, your 
brother and. fifter prefent ! !— they’! certainly there 

marry you to.Solmes.”: Nor will your newly-raifed 
prt gisit Aavpars you in your refiftance.on fuch an oc» 
eahon. Your mecknefs will return; and you will 
have nothing for it but tears (tears defpifed by them 
all), and snekobtasl appeals and lamentations :-— And 
shefe, when the ceremony is profaned, as I may fay, 
you muft fuddenly put a ftop to, and.dry up: Arid. 
endeavour to difpofe yourfelf to fuch an humble frame 
ef. mind, as.may induce your new-made Lord: to for- 
give all = paft declarations of averfion. 
my dear, you muft then blandit hins 
ever aah a confeffion, that all your paft behaviour 
was maidenly referve only: And it will be your part 
to convince him of the truth of his impudent farcafm, 
li the coyeft maids make the fondef? wives. Thus 
von bean the ftate with a high: fenfe of obli- 
sale ae hie fo forgtving goodnefs! And if you will not 
be kept to it by that fear he propofes to povern by, i 
am much miftaken. 

« Yet, after all, I muft leave the point undetermin’d, | 
and only to be determin’d, as you find they recede 
frotn their avowed: purpofe, or refolve to refriove you 
to your:uncle‘Antony’s. But I muft repeat my wifhes, 
that fomething may fall out, that neither of thefe men. 
may call you /is/ And may you live fingle,’ my 
deareft friend,. till fome man fhial} offer, that may be 
as worthy of you, as man can be. 

But yety methinks, I: would not, that -yeu;- who 
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are fo admirably qualify’d to adorn ‘the mattimnonzl. 
ftate, fhould be always fingle. You know I am in- 

capable of flattery ; and that [ always fpeak and write. 
the fincere dictates of my heart. Nor can you, from 

what you muft know of your own merit (taken in a 

comparative light with others), doubt my fincerity. 
For why fhould a perfon who delights to find : out. 
and admire every thing that is praife-worthy in az- 

other, be fuppofed ignorant of like perfeCtions in Aer= 
felf, when fhe could not fo much admire them <i 
anothcr, if fhe had them zot herfelf? And why may 

not one give her thofe praifes, which foe would give 
to any other, who had but half of her own excel- 

lencies ?—~ Efpecially when fhe ts incapable ‘of pride 
and ert aad ; and neither de‘pifes others for the 
want of her fine qualities, nor over-values herfelf up- 

on them? —Over-values, did I fay! —How can 

that he '— - 

Forgive me, my beloved friend. My admiration 
of you (increafed, as it is, by every letter you write) . 
will not always be held down in filence; altho’ in 
order to avoid offending you, I generally endeavour 
to keep it from flowing to my pen, when I write to 
you, or to my lips, whenever I have the happinefs to 
le in your company. i 

I will add nothing, tho’ I could an hundred things, 
on occafion of your lateft communications, but that 
Iam, 

Your ever-affectionate and faithful, | 
Anna Howe. 


I hope I have pleafed you with my difpatch. I wih 
_ [had been able to pleafe you with my requefted 
advice. ; i | | 


__ You have given new beauties to the charming Ode 
‘which you have tranfmitted to me. What pity . 
that the wretches you have to deal with, put 
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. - you gut of your admirable. courfe ; in the purfuig 
. of which, like the fun, you was wont.to chear 
_ and illuminate all you fhone upon, - - 


LETTER -XIkn - 

 Mifs Crarissa Hariowsz, To Mifs Howe. 

- | Sunday Morning, Mar. 26. - 
H OW foothing a thing is praife from thofe we 
. love !—Whether confcious or not, of deferving 
it,, it cannot but give us, great delight, to fee one’s 
felf ftand high in the opinion of thofe whofe favour 
we are ambitious to cultivate. An ingenuous mind 
will make this farther ufe of it, that if it be fenfible, 
that it does not already deferve the charming attributes, 
it will haften, before its friend finds. herfelf miftaken, 
to obtain the graces it is complimented for: And 
this it will do, as well in honour to itfelf, as to pre- 
ferve its friend’s opinion, and juftify her judgment !|— 
May. This be always my ajm!— And then you will 
not only give the bap, but the merit ; and-I fhall 
be more worthy of that friendfhip, which is the only 
pleafure I have to boaftofi 5” | ot 

Mott heartily I thank you for the kind difpatch of 
your laft favour, How much am J indebted to you ! 
and even to your honeft fervant !— Under what ob- 
ligations does my unhappy fituation lay me! 

~ But let me anfwer the kind contents of it, as well 
as I may. - ; ; 

As to getting over my difgufts to Mr. Soles, it is 
impoffible to be done; while he wants Generofity, 
Franknefs of Heart, Benevolence, Manners, and every 
qualification that diftinguifhes a worthy man. O 
‘my dear! what a degree of patience, what a great- 
nefs of foul, is required in the wife, not to defpife 
a hufband who is more ignorant, more illiterate, 
more low-minded, than herfelf?-—The wretch, so 

wi 
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with preregutives, who will claim rule ‘in virtue of 
them (and net to permit whofe claim, wil be as dif- 
graceful to the preferzbing wife, as to the govern’d 
hufband); How fhall fuch a hufband as This be borne, 
were he, fot reafons:of comyenience and interef?, even: 
to be one’s CHorce? But, to be compelled te: have 
fuct a one, and that-compulfion to arife frém maotives. 
as unworthy of the prefcribers as of the prefcribed, who 
can think of getting over an averfion fo juftly founded? 
How much eaffer to bear the temporary perfecutions 
I labour under, decaufe temporary, than to refolve to 
be fuch a man’s for iife ? Were I to comply, muf I 
not leave my relations,.and go to him? One month 
will decide the one perhaps: But what a duration of 
woe will the other be !-—Every day, it is-likely, rifing 
to witnefs to.4ome new breach of an Altar-vow’d duty ! 

‘Then, my dear, the man feems already to be me- 
ditating vengeance upon me for an averfion I cannot 
help: For yefterday, my faucy gaolerefs aflured 
mie, “That al my oppofitions would not fignify that 
pinch of fnuff,. holding out her genteel finger and 
thumb: That I muff have Mr. Sohne : That there- 
fore, I had not beft carry my jeft too far; for that 
Mr. Solmes was a man of fpirit, and had told Her, 
that as I fhould {urely be his, I a€ted very unpoliticly ; 
fincé, if he had not more mercy (that was her word 3. 
T know not if it were 4s) than I had, I might have 
caufe to repent the ufage I gave him, to the laft day 
‘of my life. | | 

But enough of this man; who, by what you re- 
‘peat from Sur Harry Downeton, has all the infolence 
of his Sex, without any one quality to make that in- 
{elence tolerable. | 

I have received: two letters from Mr. Lovelace, 
fince his vilit to you; which made three that I had’ 
mot anfwerd. I doubted not his being very uneafy ; 
but in his laft he complains in high terms of my. 
flence; not in the ftill fmall voice, or rather ityle, of 
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ami Kumble Lover, but in a fiyle lke. that, which 
would probably be ufed bya flizhted ProteQtor. And 
his pride is agzin to , that like'a wie @ OF .éves= 
dropper, he is foréed to dodge about ‘in hopes of a 
letter, and return five miles, and then to an iacon- 
vernent lodging, without any. =) = 

- His letters, and the’ copy of mine to him, ‘hall 
foon attend you: Till when, I will give you the fub-- 
stance of what I wrote to him yefterday. 7 

-¥ take nm feverely to tafk, for his freedom ih 
threatening me, thro’ you, with a vifit to Mr. Solmes, 
or to my brother. I fay, ‘ That, furely, I muft be 
© thought to be a creature fit to. bear any-thing: That: 
* violence and menaces' from forme of- my own family 
‘ are not enough for me to bear, in order to make 
< me avon dim; but that | muft have them from Ainr 
“too, upon a fappofition that I will oblige thofe, 
© whom it is both my txélixation and arty to oblige in 
“ every-thing that is reafonable, and in my power. 

© Very extraordinary, f tell him, that a violent fpirit 
‘ fhall threaten to do a rafh and unjuftifiable thing, 
© which concerns ae but littl, and himfelf a'great 
‘ deal, if I do not fomething as rafh, my character 
© and fex confider’d, to divert him from it. 

* I even hint, that, however it may affet me, if 
© any mifchief fhall be done on my account, yet there 
< are perfons, as far as I know, who, in my cafes. 
© would not think. there would be reafon fer mucd 
© regret, were fuch a committed rafhnefs as he threat- 
¢ens Mr. Solmes with, to rid her of two perfons, 
© whom had fhe never known, fhe had: never been 

This is plain-dealing, my dearf And I fuppofe he 
will put # into fill plainer Enpith for me. 

- | take his pride to tafk, ‘on his difdaining to watch 
for my letters; and for his eves-dropping language® 
And fay, * That, furely, he has the lefs reafon to. 
¢ think fo hardly of his lituation, fince his faulty i 

- rals. 


66 | The History of 

6 yale are the original caufe of all; and fince faulty 
“morals defervedly level all diftinction, and bring, - 
‘down rank and birth to the Canaille; and to the | 
© neceflity, of which he complains, of appearing, if 1 
“ muft defcend to his language, as an eves-dropper 
“and a thief. And then I forbid him ever to expect 
“another letter from me, that is to fubject him to 
© fuch difyraceful hardfhips. 

_© That as to the folemn vows and proteftations, he 
‘is fo ready, upon all occafions, to make, they have 
© the lefs, weight with me, as they give a kind of de- 
© monftration, that he himfelf thinks, from his own 
‘© charater, there is reafon to make them. Deeds are 
“to me the only evidences of intentions. And lam 
¢ more and more convinced of the neceflity of break« 
* ing-off a correfpondence with a perfon, whofe ad 
‘ drefles I fee it is impoffible either to: expect my 
‘ friends to encourage, or him to deferve that they 
. © fhould. _ | "eu 

© What therefore I repeatedly defire is, That fince 
¢ his birth, alliances, and expectations, are fuch, as. 
© will at any-time,. if his immoral charaCter be not an 
© objection, procure him, at leaft, equal advantages, in 
©awoman whofe tafte and inclinations, moreover; 
*, might be better ad-pted to his own; 1 infift upon 
‘it, as well as advife it, that he give up all thoughts 
‘of me: And the rather, as he has all along, by his 
.£ threatening and unpolite behaviour to my friends, 
¢ and whenever he fpeaks of them, given me reafon 
“ toconclude, that there is more malice to them, than 
‘“regard:to me, in his perfeverance.’ | 
This is the fubftance of the letter 1 have written to 

The man, to be fure, muft have the penetration 
to abferve, that my correfpondence with him hitherto 
is owing more to the feverity I meet with, than toa 
very high value for him. And-fo I would have him 
think, What a worfe than Moloch-deity is That, 
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which. expects an offering. of reafon, duty, and dif- 


cretion, to be made to its fhrine ! 

. Your mamma is of opinion, that at lof my friends 
‘will relent.. Heaven grant that they may !—But my 
.brother. and fifter have fuch an influence over every- 
-body, and are, fa determin’d ; fo pique. themfelves 
upon fubduing me, and carrying their point; that I 
defpair that they will :— And yet, if they do not, I 
frankly own, 1 would not fcruple to throw my felé 
upon any, not, difreputable | protection, by which I 
might avoid m prefent perfecutions, on one hands. 
and not give oeavelice advantage over me, on. the 
other.—That is to fay, were.there manifeftly ne. other 
way left me: For, if there were, I fhould think the 
leaving my father’s houfe, without his confent, one. 
of the moft inexcufable actions I could .be guilty of, 
were the protection to be ever fo unexceptionable ; 
and ‘This notwithftanding the independent fortune 
willed me by my grandfather. And indeed I have. 
often reflected with a degree. of indignation and dif- 

dain, upon the thought of what a low, felfith crea- 
ture that chiid muft be, who is to be rein’d-in only 
by what a parent can or will do for her. 7 
But notwithftanding all this, I owe it to the fin- 
cerity of friendfhip to confefs, that I know. not what 
I foould have done, had your advice been conclufive 
any. way., Had you, my dear, been witnels to. my 
different emotions, as I read your letter, when, ir 
‘one place, you advife me of my. danger, if I am:car- 
yy’d to my uncle’s ; in another, when you own you | 
could not bear what I bear, and would do any thing 
rather than marry the man you hate: yet, in an- 
other, reprefent to me my reputation fuffering in. the 
world’s, eye; and. the neceffity I fhould he. under to 
juftify my.condudt, at the expence of my friends, 
were I to take a rath ftep : in another, infinuate the 
difbone/t figure I fhould be forced 'to make, in fa com~ 
pell’d a matrimony 5 endeavouring to cajole, fawn, 
upon, 
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upon, and play the hypocrite with a man I-have af 
averfion to; who would have reafon to believe me an 
iypocrite, as welt from my former avowals, .as from 
the fenfe he mu/f have (if common fenfe he has). of 


his own demerits :— The neceflity you think there. 
would be for me, the more averfe I really was, to. 


feem the fonder of him: A fondnefs, were I capable 
of fo much difimulation, that would be imputable to 
the moft difgraceful motives ; as it would be too vifi- 
ble, that love, either of perfon or mind, could be 
neither of them :— Then his undoubted, his even 
conftitutional narrownefs ; His too probable jealoufy, 
and unforgivingnefs, bearing in mind my declared 
averfion, and the unfeigried defpights I took all, eppor- 
tunities to do him, in order to difcourage his addrefs: 
A preference avow’d againft him from the fame mo- 
tive: with the pride he profefles to take in curbing, 
and finking the fpirits of a woman he had acquired a 
sight to tyrannize over :— Had you, I fay, been wit- 
nefs.of my different emotions as I read; now leaning 
This way; now That; now perplexed; now appre- 
henfive ; now angry at one, then at another; now re- 
folving; now doubting ;— you would have feen the 
power you have over me 3 and would have had reafon 
to believe, that, had you given your advice in any de- 
termin’d or pofitive manner, I had been ready to have 
been concluded by it. So, my dear, you will find, 
from thefe acknowlegements, that you muft juftify me 
to thofe Laws of Friendfhip, which require undifguifed 
franknefs of heart; altho’ your juftiAcation of me in 
that particular, will perhaps be at the expence of my 
prudence. - | : 

But,. upon the whole, This I do repeat—That no- 
thing but the /¢f extremity fhall make me abandon 
my father’s houfe, if they will permit me to flay; and 
7a et by any means, by any honeft pretences, but 
keep off my evil deftiny in it, till my coufin Morden 
arrives. As one of my truftees, zs is a proteCtion 
= . that 
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that I may, without difcredit, throw myfelf into, if 
ray ‘other friends fhould remain determin’d. And - 
‘This (altho they feem too well aware of it) isall mp 
hope: For, as to Lovelace, were one to. be -fure of 
his tendernefs to. one’s-felf, ‘and even of his reforma- 
tron, ‘mult hot the thoughts of embracing. the offer’d 
prote@ion of his family, be the fame in the workl’s 
eye, as accepting of his own?—— Could I avoid. re 
ceiving his vifits at his own relations? Muft I net be 
his, as Sena on feeing him in a xearer li at, I fhould- 
find him out to be. For you know, it has always 
been’ ‘my obfervation, that both fexes too enerally- 
cheat each other; by the more di/fant. Oh! my: 
dear! how wife have I-endeavour'd to be.! how: an=; 
lous to choofe, and to avoid every-thing, precqu- 
tioufly, as [ may fay, that might make me happy, or: 
unapey 5 yet all my wifdom now, bya ftrange far. 

likely to become foolifhnefs, bax gd ahs ce acer 


_ Then you tell me, in your ufual,. 
manner, what is expected of me, more than would: be} ’ 
of forne others. ‘This fhould be.a leflon.to me, What-.: 
ever my motives, the world would not know them :. 
‘To complain of a brother’s unkindnefs, that one might . 
do: It is tao common.a Cafe, where interefts clath: 
But where the unkind father cannot . be feparated 
from the faulty brother ; who could bear to lighten. 
herfelf, ‘by loading a father?— Then, in this parti- 
cular cafe, muft not the hatred Mr. Lovelace ex: 
preffes to every-one of my family, altho’ in return 
for their hatred of him, fhock one extremely? Mutt it - 
not fhew, that there is fomething implacable, as-well- 
as highly unpolite, in his temper ?—-And what creature 
Can think of marrying fo:as to live at continual en- 
mi with all her own relations? a eats 7 

ut here, having tir’d myfelf, and I dare fay you, 
I will lay down my pen. % | 


oe &@ © | : | 
_ Mr. Solmes is almoft continually here: So is my 
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aunt Hervey: So are my two uncles. Something is 
working againft me, I doubt. What an uneafy ftate 
is fufpenfe |—When a naked {word, too, feems hang- 
ing over one’s head ! : 

I hear nothing but what this confident creature, 
Betty, throws out in the wantonnefs of office. Now. 
it is, Why, Mifs, don’t you look up your things ? 
You'll be call’d upon, depend upon it, before you 
are aware !—Another time fhe intimates darkly, and 
in broken fentences, as if on ‘purpofe to teaze me, 
what one fays, what another; with their inquiries, 
how I difpote of my time? And my brother’s infolent 
gueftion comes frequently in, Whether I am not 
writing a hiftory of my fufferings ? 

But I am now ufed to her pertnefs: And as it is 
only thro’ that, that I can hear of any thing intended’ 
againft me, before it is to be put in execution; and 
as fhe pleads a commiffion, when fhe is moft imper- 
tinent; I bear with her: Yet; now-and-then, not 
without a little of the heart-burn. 

I will depofite thus far. Adicu, my dear. 

Ci. HARLoweE. | 


Written on the Cover, after fhe went down, with a 
pene: : | 


On coming down, I found your fecond letter of 
yefterday’s date (aj. I have read it; and am in 
hopes, that the within will, in a great meafure, an- 
fwer your mamma’s expectations of me. 

My moft refpectful acknowlegements to her for it, 
and for her very kind admonitions. | 

You’ read to her what you pleafe of the inclofed. 


( a) See the next Letter. 
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«LETTER Xi 
Mifs How, To Mi/s Clarissa HARLOWE. 


ee Sat. Mar. 25. 
{ Follow my laft of this date, by command. I men- 


tioned in my former, my mamma’s opinion of the 
merit you would have, if you could oblige your friends, 
again{t your own inclination. Our conference upon 
this fubject was introduced by the converfation we had 
had with Sir Harry Downeton; and my mamma 
thinks it of fo much importance, that fhe injoins me 


to give you the particulars of it. I the rather com- 
ply, as I was unable in my laft to tell what to advife 


you to; and as you will in this recital have my mam- 
ma’s opinion, at leaft; and, perhaps, in bers, what 
the world’s would be, were it to know only what 
fhe knows; and not fo muchas] know... 

My mamma argues upon this cafe in a moft.dif- 
couraging manner, for all fuch of our fex as look for- 
bake for happinefs in marriage with the man of their 
choice. 

Only, that [know, fhe has a fide-view to her 
daughter; who, at the fame time that fhe now pre- 
fers no one to another, values not the man her mam- 
ma moft regards, of one farthing ; or I fhould lay it 
more to heart. 

W hat is there in it, fays fhe, that all this buftle is 
about? Js it fuch a mighty matter for a young Lady 
to give up her own inclinations to oblige her friends ? 

ery well, my mamma, thought I! Now, may 
you afk this— At Forty, you may — But what 
would you have faid at EIGHTEEN, is the queftion ! 

Either, faid fhe, the Lady muft be thought to have 
very violent inclinations (and what nice young crea- 
ture would have That fuppofed ?) which fhe could 
not give up; or a very ftubborn will, which ae 

wou 
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would not; or, thirdly, have parents fhe was indif- 
ferent about obliging. : 

You know my mamma now and then argues very 
notably : always very warmly at leaft. I happen of- 
ten to differ from her; and we both think fo well 
of our own arguments, that we very feldom are fo 
happy as to. convince one another. A pretty com- 
mon cafe, I believe, in all vehement debatings. She 
fays, I am too witty; Anglicé, too pert : 1, ‘That fhe 
is too wife; that is to fay, being likewife put into Eng- 
lifh, Not fo young as foe has been: In fhort, is grown 
{o much into mother, that fhe has forgotten fhe ever 
was a daughter. So, generally, we calf another caufe 
' by confent — Yet fall into the old one half a dozen 
times over, without confent :—Quitting and Refume- 
ing, with half-angry faces, forced into a fmile, that 
there might be fome room to piece together again : 
But go to bed, if bed-time, a little fullen, neverthe- 
lefs; or, if we fpeak, her filence is broke, with an 
Ah! Nancy! You are fo lively! fo quick! I with 
you were lefs like your papa, child !— 

I pay it off with thinking, that my mamma has 
no reafon to difclaim her fhare in her Nancy: And 
if the matter go off with greater feverity on her fide 
than I wifh for, then her favourite Hickman fares the 
worfe for it, next day. : 

I know I am a faucy creature: I know, if I do not 
Say fo, hes will thiné fo; fo no more of This, juft 
now. hat I mention it for, is to tell you, that on 
this ferious occafion, I will omit, if I can, all that 
paffed between us, that had an air of fiippancy on my 
part, or quicknefs on my mamma’s, to let you into 
the cool and the cogent, ef the converfation. -— . 

© Look thro’ the families, faid fhe, which we both 
“know, where the Gentleman and. Lady have been 
“ faid to marry for Love; which, at the time it is 
«fo called, is perhaps no more than a paffion begun 
“in folly, or thoughtlefnefs, and carried on froma 

a : © fpirit 
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€ fpirit of perverfnefs and oppofition [Here we had a 
¢ parenthetical debate, which I omit ;] and fee, if 
< they appear'to be happier than thofe whofe principal 
€ inducement to marry, has been convenience, or to 
“ oblige their friends ;. or even whether they are ge- 
© nerally fo happy: For convenience and duty, where 
“ obferved, will afford a permanent and even an in-- 
“ creafing fatisfaction, as well at the time, as upon the 
“reflection, which feldom fail to reward themfelves : 
© While Love, if Love be the motive, is an idle paf- 
“ fion’ —[ Idle in ONE SENSE my mamma cannot fay ; 
or Love ts as bufy as a monkey, and as mifchievous as 
a fchool-boy—] * It isa fervor, that, like all other fer- 
“ vors, lafts but a little while ; a bow over-ftrained, 
¢ that foon returns to its natural bent. 
© As it is founded generally upon mere otzonal ex- 
€ cellencies, which were unknown to the perfons. 
© themfelves, till attributed to either by the other; 
¢ one, two, or three months, ‘ufually fets all right on 
¢ both fides; and then with open’d eyes they think of 
¢ each other—juft as every-body elfe thought of them 
© before. | 
© The lovers imaginartes [Her own word! Notable 
© enough! ‘i’n’t it?] are by that time gone off; Na- 
© ture, and Old habits, painfully difpenfed with or con- 
© cealed, return: Difguifes thrown afide, all the 
“ moles, freckles, and defe&ts in the minds of each, 
© difcover themfelves; and ’tis well if each do not. 
< fink in the opinion of the other, as much below the 
© common ftandard, as-the blinded imagination of 
¢ both had fet them above it. And now, faid fhe, 
§ the fond pair, who knew no felicity out of each 
¢ other’s company, are fo far from finding the never- 
¢ ending variety each had propofed in an unreftrained 
“ converfation with the other (when they feldom were 
‘together ; and always parted with fomething to fay 5 
© or, on recolleétion, when parted, wifhing they bad 
* faid); that they-are continually on the wing in purfuit 
Vou... E | ‘af 
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© of amufements out of themfelves ; and thofe, con- 
“ cluded my fage mamima [Did you think her wifdem: 
“ fo very moderne?! ], will perhaps be the livelier to 
“each, in which the other has no fhare.’ _ 
I told my mamma, that if you were to take any 
rafh ftep, it would be owing to the indifcreet violence of 
your friends: I was afraid, I faid, that thefe reflections 
upon the conduc of people in the married ftate, who 


‘might fet out with better hopes, were but too well- 


grounded ;: But that this muft be allowed me, that if 
ohildren weighed not thefe matters fo thoroughly as 
they ought, neither did parents make thofe allow- 
ances for youth, inclination, and inexpertence, whith 
were neceflary to be made for themfelves at their 
childrens time of life. 7 x 

I remember’d a letter, I told her hereupon, whic 
you wrote a few months ago, perfonating an anony- 
mous elderly Lady (in Mr. Wyerley’s day of plaguing 
you) to Mifs Drayton’s mamma, who, by her fe- 
verity and reftraints, had like to have driven the young 
Lady into the very fault, againft which her mother 
was moft follicitous to guard her. And, I dared to 
fay, fhe would be pleafed with it. 

I fetched the copy of it, which you had favoured 
me with at the time ; I would have read only that part 
of it, which was moft to my purpofe :- But fhe would 
hear it all (a). | 

| My 


(a) The paflage moft particularly recommended by Mifs Howe, is 
the following. . 


~© Permit me, Madam (fays the perfonated grave writer) to obferve, 
© That if perfons of your experience would have young people look fer- 
“ ward, in order to be wifer and better by their advice, it would be kind 
¢ in them to look beckward, and allow for their childrens youth, and 
.* natural vivacity ; in other words, for their lively hopes, unabated by 
“ time, unaccompanied by refle€tion, and unchecked by difappointment. 
* Things appear to us all in a very different light at our Entrance upon 
“a favourite Party, or Tour ; when, with golden profpects, and high ex- 
‘ pectations, we rife vigorous and frefh, like the fun, beginning its 
* mosning cuurfe ; from what they do, when we fit down at the End of 
: Es — é our 
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My mamma was pleafed with the whole letter; and 
faid, It deferved to have the effect it had. But afked 
me, what excufe could be offer’d for a young Lady 
capable of making fuch refle&tions ; and who, at her 
time of life, could fo well affume the charaéter of one 
of riper years; if fhe fhould rufh into any fatal mif- 

She then touched upon the moral character of Mr, 
Lovelace; and haw reafonable the averfion of your 
relations is, to a man, who gives himfelf the li- 
berties he is faid to take; and who, indeed, himfelf, 
denies not the accufation ; having been heard to de- 
clare, that he will do all the mifchief he can to the 
Sex, in revenge for the ill-ufage and broken vows ‘of 
his firft love, at a time when he was too yeung (his 
own expreffion, it feems) to be infincere. : 


© our views, tired, and shia ae our journey homeward: For thea 
© we take inte our refie@ion, what we had left out of our ebemez, the 
“ fatigues, the checks, the hazards, we. had met with ;. and make a 
* true eftimate of pleafures, which, from our raifed expectations, muft 
* neceffarily have fallen miferably fhort of what we had promifed our 
® felves at fetting ovt—— Nothing but experience can give us a ftrong 
* and efficacious conviétion of ‘this difference: And when we would in- 
* culcate the fruits of tbat upon the minds of thofe we love, who have 
“ not lived long enough to find thofe fruits, and would hope, that our 
© advice fhould have as much force upon them, as experience has upon us 3 
* and which, perhaps, eur parents advice had not upon ourfelves at our 
¢ daughters time of lite; fhould we not proceed by patient reafoning and 
* gentlenefs, that we may not harden, where we would convince? For, 
* Madam, the tendereft and moft generous minds, when harfhly treated, | 
* become generally the moft inflexible. If the young Lady knows her 
“ beart to be right, however defective her bead may be, for want of 
* years and experience, fhe will be apt to be very tenacious. And if the 
© believes her friends to be wrong, altho’ perhaps they may be only fo 

‘in their methods of treating her, how much will every unkind cire 

‘€ cum ftance on the parent’s part, or Seed/efs one on the child’s, though 

“© ever fo flight in itfelf, widen the difference ? The parent’s prejudice in 

 dis-favour, will confirm the daughter’s in favour, of the fame perfon 3 

* and the beft reafonings in the world on either fide, will be attributed 

© to that prejudice, In fhort, neither of them will be convinced: A 

€ perpetual oppofition enfues ; the parent grows impatient; the child 

© defperate: And, as a too natural confequence, That falls out, which 

* the mother was moft afraid of, and which, poffibly, had been: pre- 

* vented, had the child’s paffions been only Jed, not driven” ti 
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~ T reply’d, That I had heard every one fay, that 
that Lady really ufed him ill; that it affected him fo 
much at the time, that he was forced to travel upon 
it; and, todrive her out of his heart, ran into courfes, 
which he had ingenuity enough himfelf to condemn: 
That, however, he had dented the menaces againft 
the Sex, which were attributed to him, when charged 
with them by me in your prefence; and declared 
himfclf incapable of fo unjuft and ungenerous a refent- 
ment againft a//, for the perfidy of one. 

You remember this, my dear; as I do your in- 
nocent obfervation upon it, That you could believe 
his folemn affeveration and denial: ‘ For, furely, 
€ faid you, the man who would refent, as the higheft 
‘indignity, that could be offer’d to a:gentleman, the 
‘ imputation, of a wilful falfhood, would not be guilty 
© of one.’ . — ie ae 

I infifted upon the extraordinary circumftances in 
_ your cafe, particularizing them: Obferving, that 
Mr. Lovelace’s morals were, at one time, no ob- 
jection with your relations for Mifs Arabella: ‘That 
then much was built upon his family, and more upon 
his parts and learning, which made it out of doubt, 
that he might be reclaim’d by a woman of virtue and 
prudence: And [Pray forgive me for mentioning it] 
I ventured to add, that altho’ your family might be 
good fort of folks, as the world went, yet no-body 
imputed to any of them, but yourfelf, a very pun- 
Ctilio.s concern for religion or piety — Therefore 
were they the Icfs intitled to object to the defects of | 
that kind in others. Then, what an odious man, faid 
I, have they picked out, to fupplant, in a Lady’s af- 
fections, one of the fineft appearances of a man in 
England, and one noted for his brilliant parts, and 
cther accomplifhments (whatever his morals might 
be); as if they were determined upon an act of power 
and authority, without rhyme or reafon! 

. Still my mamma infifted, that there was the grcater 
merit 
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merit in your obedience on that account, and urged, 
that there hardly ever was a very handfome and.a 
fprightly man who made a good. hufband: For that 
they were generally fuch Narciflus’s, as to imagine 
every woman ought to think as highly of them, as 
they did of themfelves. 

‘There was no danger from that confideration here, 
I faid, becaufe the Lady had ftill greater advantages, 
both of perfon and mind, than the Man; graceful 
and elegant, as he inuft be allowed to be, beyond any 
of his fex. - 

She cannot endure to hear me praife any man but 
her favourite Hickman: Upon whom, neverthelefs, 
fhe generally brings a degree of contempt, which he 
would efcape, did fhe not leflen the little merit he 
has, by giving him on all occafions, more than I 
think he can deferve, and entering him into com+ 
parifons, in which it is impoffib'e but he muft be a 
fufferer. And now, prepoflerous partiality ! She 
thought, for ber part, that Mr. Hickman, ’bating, 
that his face indeed was not fo {mooth, nor his com- 
plexion quite fo good, and faving that he was not 
fo prefuming and fo bold (which ought to be no fault 
with a modeft woman !), equalled Mr. Lovelace at 
any hour of the day. : 

_ To avoid entering further into fuch an incomparable 
comparifon, I faid I did not believe, had they left you 
to your own way, and treated you generoufly, that 
you would have had the thought ef encouraging any 
man, whom they difliked. 

. Then, Nancy, catching me up, the excufe is lefs 
—For, if fo, muft there not be more of contra- 
diétion, than love, in the cafe? 

Not fo, neither, Madam: For I know Mifs Clariffa 
Harlowe would prefer Mr. Lovelace to all men, if 
morals— 

If, Nancy !— That /f is every-thing!— Do you 
really think fhe loves Mr. Lovelace ? 

| E 3 What 
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What would you have had me to fay, my dear? 
«I -won’t tell you what I dtd fay—But had I xoz faid 
what I did, who would have believed me ? 

' Befides, I know you love him !— Excufe me, my 
dear: Yet, if you deny it, what do you but reflect 
upon yourfelf, as if you thought you oxzght not ? 

Indeed, faid I, the man is worthy of any woman’s 
love (/f, again, I could fay)— But her parents, 
Madam— — 7 

Her parents, Nancy—[You know, my dear, how 
my mamma, who accufes her daughter of quicknefs, 
# evermore interrupting |—]— 

_. May take wrong meafures, faid I— 

Cannot do wrong—They have reafon, I’]] warrant, 
faid fhe— | | 

By which they may provoke a young Lady, faid 
J, todo rafh things, which otherwife fhe would not 
do. | 

— But if it de a rafh thing (returned the), fhould the 
do it! A prudent daughter will not wilfully err, be- 
caufe her parents err, if they were toerr: If the ad, 
the world, which blames the parents, will not acquit 
the child. All that can be faid, in extenuation of a 
daughter’s error, arifes from a kind confideration, 
which Mifs’s letter to Lady Drayton pleads for, to 
be paid to her daughter’s youth and inexperience. 
And will fuch an admirable young perfon as Mifs 
Clariffla Harlowe, whofe prudence, as we fee, qua- 
lifies her to be an advifer of perfons much older than 
herfelf, take fhelter under fo poor a covert ? it 
~ Let her know, Nancy, out of hand, what I fay ; 
and I charge you to reprefent farther to her, ‘That let 
her diflike one man, and approve another, ever fo- 
much, it will be expected of a young Lady of her 
unbounded generofity, and greatnefs of mind, that fhe 
fhould deny ae when fhe can oblige all her family 
by fo doing: No lefs than ten or a dozen, perhaps, 
the neareft and deareft to her of all the perfons in ani 
: 7 world, 


BE Fa cose a 


heaton t fee 


Teo, 8, Te 


| Mifs Clasiffa Harlowe. 79 


world, an indulgent father and mother at the head of 
them. It may be fancy only on her fide; but parents 
look deeper: And will not Mifs Clariffa Harlowe 
give up her fancy to her parents judgment? 

. [faid a great deal upon this judgment-fubject: All 
that you could wifh I fhould fay ; and ‘all that your 
extraordinary cafe allowed me to fay. And my 
mamma was fo fenfible of the force of it, that fhe 
charged me not to write to you any part of my anfwer 
to what fhe faid; but only what fhe herfelf had ad- 
vanced ; left, in fo critical a cafe, it fhould. induce 
you to take meafures, that might give us both rea- 
fon (I for giving it, you for following it) to repent it 
as long as we lived. 

And thus, my dear, I fet my mamma’s- arguments 
before you. And the rather, as I cannot myfelf tell 
what to advife you to do! — You know beft your 
own heart ;. and what That will let you do ! 

Robin undertakes to depofite This very early, that 
you may receive it by your firft morning airing. 

Heaven guide and direct you for the beft, is the in- 
ceflant prayer, of 

, Your ever-affectionate, 


"ANNA Howe. 


- LETTER xiv. 
Mis CrarissA HaRLtowe, To AGi/s Howe. 


7 ; Sunday Afternoon. 
J Am in great apprehenfions. Yet’ cannot help. re- 
™ peating my humble thanks to your mamma, and 
you, for your laft favour. I hope her kind end is 
anfwer’d: by the contents of my laft. Yet I muf& 
not think it enough to acknowlege her goodnefs to 
me, with a pencil only, on the cover of a letter 
Sealed up. A few lines give me leave to write with 
, 3 E4 | regard — 
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regard to my anonymous letter to Lady Drayton — 
If I did not-at that time tell you, as I believe I did, 
that my excellent Mrs. Norton gave me her affiftance 
-In that letter; I now acknowlege that fhe did. 

Pray let your mamma know this, for two reafons : 
One, that [ may not be thought to arregate to my- 
{elf a difcretion which does not belong to me; _ the 
other, that I may not fuffer by the fevere, but juft 
inference fhe was pleafed to draw; doubling my faults 
upon me, if I myfelf fhould act unworthy of the ad- 
vice I was fuppofed to give. : 

Before I come to what moft nearly affects me, 
I muft chide you, once more, for the fevere, the 
very fevere things, you mention of our family, to 
the difparagement of their morals, as I may fay: 
Indeed, my dear, I wonder at you !— A flighter oc- 
cafion might have paffed me, after I have written to 
you fo often to fo little purpofe, on this topic. But, 
affecting as my own circumftances are, [ cannot, 
without a breach of duty, let flip the refletion Ineed 

not repeat in words. 
_. There is not a worthier perfon in England than 
my mamma. Nor is my papa that man you fome- 
times make him. Excepting in one point, I know 
not any family which lives up more to their duty, 
than the principals of ours. “A little too wxcom- 


- municative for their great circumftances — that is 


all.—Why, then, have they not reafon. to infift up- 
on unexceptionable morals in a man whofe relation- 
fhip to them, by a marriage in their family, they 

have certainly a right to allow of, or difapprove ? 
Another line or two, before I am ingrofs’d by my 
own concerns :—Upon your treatment of Mr. Hick- 
man,— Is it, do you think, generous, to revenge 
upon an innocent perfon, the difpleafure you receive 
from another quarter, where I doubt you are a tref- 
paffer too ?— But one thing I can tell him ; and you 
had not beft provoke me to it; That no woman ufes 
a man 
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a man ill whom fhe does not abfolutely reject, but fhe 
has it in her heart to make him amends, when her 
tyranny has had its run, and he has. completed the 
meafure of his fervices and patience. But my mind 
is not enough at eafe, to pufh this matter further. 

I will. now give you the occafion. of my prefent 
apprehenfions. : | 

I had reafon to fear, as I mention’d in mine of this 
morning, that a ftorm was brewing. Mr. Solmes 
came home this afternoon, from church, with my 
brother. Soon after, Betty brought me up a letter, 
without faying from whom. It was in a cover, .and 
directed by a hand I never faw before; as if it was 
fuppofed, 1 would not have received and open’d it, rad 
I known it came from him. ‘Thefe are the contents.: - 


Fo Mifs CharissA HARLOWE. 


Deareft Madam, Sunday, Mar. 26. 
I Think myfelf a moft unhappy man, in that I have 

never yet been able to pay my. refpects to you with 
youre confent, for one halfe hour. I have fomething’ 
to communicate to you that concernes you much, if 
you be pleafed to admitt me to youre fpeech. Youre 
honour is concerned in itt, and the honour of all youre 
familly. Itt relates to the defignes of one whom you 
are fed to valew more then he deferves; and to fome 
of his reprobat actions; which I am reddie to give 
you convincing proofes of the truth of. I may ap- 


_ pear to be intereffed in itt: But neverthelefle, I am 


reddy to make oathe, that every tittle is true: And 

you will fee what a man you are fed to favour. But 
I hope not fo, for youre owne honour. an 

_ Pray, Madam, vouchfafe me a hearing, as you va~ 

lew your honour and familly : Which will oblidge, 

deareft Mifs, — ; i 
Youre moft humble and moft faithfull Servant, 

j RoGER SOLMES. 

I waite below for the hope of admittance. | 

E 5 | J have 
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I have no manner of doubt, that this is a poor de- 
vice, to get this man into my company. I would 
have fent down a verbal anfwer ; but Betty refufed to 
Carry any meflage, which fhould prohibit his vifiting 
me. So I was obliged either to fee him, or to write 
to him. I wrote, therefore, an anfwer, ef which I 
fhall fend you the rough draught. And now my 
heart akes for what may follow from it; for I hear 
a great hurry below. | 


Zo RoGER SoL_mMEs, £/93 
SIR, | 


\ \ }Hatever you have to communicate to me, which 
concerns my honour, may as well be done by 


writing, as by word of mouth. If Mr. Lovelace is . 


nm? 
any of my concern, I know not that, therefore, he 


ought to be yours: For the ufage I receive on your 
account (I »u/? think it fo!) is fo harfh, that were 
there not fuch a man in the world as Mr. Lovelace, I 


‘would not wifh to fee Mr. Solmes, no, not for one 


half-hour, in the way he is pleafed to be defirous_ to 
fee me. I never can be in any danger from Mr. 
Lovelace ; and, of confequence, cannot be affected b 
any of your difcoveries, if the propofal I made be 
accepted. You have been acquainted ‘with it, no 
doubt. If not, be pleafed to let my friends know, 
that if they will rid me of my apprehenfions of one 
‘gentleman, I will rid them of theirs of another: And 
then, of what confequence to them, or to me, will it 
_ be, whether Mr. Lovelace be a good man, ora bad? 
‘And, if to neither of ws, I fee not how it can be of 
any to you. But if you do, I have nothing to fay to 
That; and it will be a Chriftian part, if you will ex- 
‘poftulate with him upon the errors you have difcover’d, 
and endeavour to make him as good a man, as, no 
- doubt, you are yourfelf, or you would not be fo 
‘ready to detect and expofe him. | 
Excufe me, Sir; But after my former letter to 
| you, 


| 
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you, and your ungenerous perfeverance; and after 
this attempt to avail yourfelf at the expence of another 
man’s character, rather than by your own proper 
merit, I fee not that you can blame any afperity in 
Her, whom you have fo largely contributed to make 
unhappy. 7 | 
| Ci. HARLOWE. 


| Sunday night. - 
_ My father was for coming up to me, in great 
wrath, it feems; but was perfuaded to the contrary. 
My aunt Hervey was permitted to fend me This that 
pllswse Quick work, my dear! , | 


To Mifs CuArissa HARLOWE. 
Niece, = 
FE Very; body is now convinc’d, that nothing is to 
be done with you by way of gentlenefs or per- 
fuafion. Your mamma will not let you ftay in the 
houfe; for your papa is fo incenfed by your ftrange 
Igtter to his friend, that fhe knows not what will be 
the confequence, if you do. So, you are commanded 
- get ready to go to your uncle Antony’s, out of 
Nand. 
Your uncle thinks he has not deferv’d of you this 
unwilingnefs to go to his houfe. ° | 
You don’t know the wickednefs of the man you 
think it worth while to quarrel with all your friends 
for. : | | - 
You muft not anfwer me. , There will be no end 
of That. : 
You know not the affliftion you give to every- - 
body ; but to none more than to 
Your affectionate Aunt, ~ 
Dorotuy Hervey. 


wa 


. "Forbid to write to my aunt, I took a bolder liber- 
ty. I wrote a -few lines to my-mamma; imploring 
o E 6 : her 
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her to procure me leave to throw myfelf at my fa- 
ther’s feet, and hers, if I mx/# go (no-body elfe pre- 
fent), to beg pardon for the trouble I had given them 
both, and their bleffings; and to receive their com- 
mands, as to my removal, and the when, from their 
own lips. 

© What new boldnefs This !— Take it back; and 
‘ bid her learn to obey,’ was my mamma’s angry an- 
{wer, with my letter return’d, unopen’d. 

But that 1 might omit nothing that was in my 
power, or heart, to do, that had an appearance of 


duty, I wrote a few lines to my papa himfelf, to the . 


fame purpofe ; begging he would not turn me out of 
his houfe, without his bleffing. But This, torn in 
two pieces, and unopen’d, was brought me up again 
by Betty, with an air, one hand held up, the other 
extended, the torn letter in her open palm; and a See 
here !|——What a fad thing is This !—Nothing will do 
but duty, Mifs!— ‘Your papa faid, Let her tell me 
of deeds !— V’ll receive no words from her: And fo 
he tore the letter, and flung the pieces at my head. _ 

So defperate my cafe, I was refolved not to ftop 
even at this repulfe. I took my pen, and addrefled 
myfelf to my uncle Harlowe, inclofing that which 
my mamma had return’d unopen’d, and the torn 
unopen’d one fent to my papa; having firft {cratch’d 
thro’ a tranfcript for you. 

My uncle was going home, and it was deliver’d 
‘to him juft as he ftepped into his chariot. What 
may be the fate of it, therefore, I cannot know till 
to-morrow. | 3 

The following is a copy of it. 


Jo Joun Har owE, £/g;. 


My dear and ever-honoured Unele, 


J Have no-body now but you, to whom I can apply, 
with hope, fo much as to have my humble ad- 
, drefies 
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dreffes open’d and read. My aunt Hervey has given © 
me commands which I want to have explain’d ; but 
fhe has forbid me writing to her. Hereupon I took 
the liberty to write to my papa and mamma: You 
will fee, Sr, by the torn one, and by both being re- 
turn’d un-open’d, what has been the refult. This,- 
Sir, perhaps you know: But, as you know not the 
contents of the difgraced letters, I befeech you to read 
them both, that you. may be a witnefs for me, that 
they are not filed with complaints, with expoftu- 
lations, nor contain any thing undutiful. Give me 
leave to fay, Sir, That if deaf-ear’d anger will nei- 
ther grant mea hearing, nor what I write a perufal, 
fome time hence the hard-heartednefs may be regret- 
ted. I befeech you, dear, good Sir, to let me know 
what is meant by fending me to my uncle Antony’s, 
rather than to your houfe, or to my aunt’s, or elfe- 
where? If it be for what I apprehend it to be, life 
will not be fupportable upon the terms :. I beg alfo to 
know, WHEN I am to be turned out of doors |—My 
heart ftrongly gives me, that once I am compelled to 


’ Jeave this houfe, I never fhall fee it more. - 


It becomes me, however, to declare, that I write | 
not This thro’ perverfenefs, or in refentment ; God 
knows my heart, I do not !— But the treatment |} ap- 
prehend [| fhall meet with, if carried to my other 
uncle’s, will, in all probability, give the finifhing 
ftroke to the diftrefles, the undeferved diftrefles I-wilk 
be bold to call them, of : : 


Your once highly favour'd, a 
But now moft unhappy, Kinfwoman, 
Ci. Harvoweg. 


LE T-~ 
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LETTER XV. 
Mifs Carissa HartoweE, To Mifs Howe, 
Monday morning, March 27. 


THs morning early my uncle Harlowe came hi- 
ther. He fent me up the inclofed very tender 
letter. It has made me with I could oblige him !|— 
You'll fee how Mr. Solmes’s ill qualities are glofs’d 
over in it. What blemifhes does affe€tion hide !|— 
So, perhaps, may they fay to me, What faults does 
antipathy bring to light! Be pleafed to fend me back 
this letter of my uncle’s, by the firft return. I may 
pofibly try to account for, and wifh to obviate, my 
being fuch a formidable creature to my whole family, 
as I am reprefented in it. 


Sunday night, or rather Monday morning. 
| Muft anfwer you, tho’ againft my own intention. 

Every-body loves you; and you know they do. 
The very ground you walk upon is dear to moft of 
us. But how can we refolve to fee you? There is 
no flanding againft your looks and language. It is 
the ftrength of our love makes us decline to fee you. 
How can we, when you are refolved not to do, what 
we are refolved you /hall do? I never, for my part, 
loved any creature, as I loved you from your youth 
tillnow. And indeed, as I have often faid, Never 
was there a young creature fo deferving of eur love. 
. But what is come to you now!—Alas! alas, my dear ! 
How you fail in the trial! 

I have read the letters you inclofed. At a proper 
time, I may fhew them to my brother and fifter. But 
they will reccive nothing from you at prefent. 

F or my part, I could not read your letter to myfelf, 
without being unmann’d. How can you be fo unmov’d 
yourfelf, yet be fo able to move every- body elfe? How 
could you fend fuch a letter to Mr.Solmes? Fie upon 
you!—- How ftrangely are you alter’d? 

Then 
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Then to treat your brother and fifter as you did, 
that they don’t care to write to you, or to fee you.— 
Don’t you know where it is written, That /oft an- 
Jwers turn away wrath? But if you will truft to your 


fharp-pointed wit, you may wound: But a club 


will beat down a fword: And how can you expect, 
that they who are hurt by. you will not hurt you 


- again!—Was this the way you ufed to take to make 


us all adore you, as we did ?—No, it was your gentle- 
nefs of heart and manners, that made every-body, even 
ftrangers, at firft fight, treat you as a Lady, and call 
you a Lady, tho’ not born one, as your mamma was, 
any more than your fifter; while fhe was only plain 
Mifs Harlowe, or Mifs Arabella. If you were en- 
vied, why fhould you fharpen envy, and file up its 
teeth to an edge ?-— You fee 1 write like an impartial 
man, and as one that loves you ftill! 

But fince you have difplay’d your talents, and 
{pared no-body, and moved i ae hy without be- 
ing moved, you have but made us ftand the clofer 
and firmer together. ‘This is what I likened to an 
imbattled Phalanx, once before. Your aunt Hervey 
forbids your writing, for the fame reafon that I muft 
not countenance it. We are all afraid to fee you, 
becaufe we know we fhall be made as fo many fools. 
Nay, your mamma is fo afraid of you, that once or 
twice, when fhe thought you was coming to force 

ourfelf into her prefence, fhe fhut the door, and | 
ocked herfelf in, becaufe fhe knew fhe muft not fee 
you upon your terms, and you are refolved you wil 
not fee her upon 4ers. 

Refolve but to oblige us all, my deareft Mifs Clary, 
and you fhall fee how we will clafp you every one by 
turns, to our rejoicing hearts !— if the one man has 


‘not the wit, and the parts, and the perfon, of the 


other, no one breathing has a worfe heart than that 
other: And is not the love of all your friends, and a 


fober man (if he be not fo polifhed), to be preferred 
. | to 
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to a debauchee, tho’ ever fo fine a man, to look at? 
You have fuch fine talents, that you will be adored 
by the one: But the other has as much advantage in 
thofe refpects, as you have yourfelf, and will not fet by 
them one ftraw: For hufbands are fometimes jealous 
of their authority, with witty wives. You will have, 
in one, a man of virtue. Had you not been fo rudely 
affronting to him, he would have made your eass 
tingle, with what he could have told you of the 
other. 3 
Come, my dear niece, let me have the honour of 
doing with you what no-body elfe yct has been able 
todo. Your father, mother, and J, will divide the 
pleafure, and the honour, I will again call it, between 
us; and all paft offences fhall be forgiven; and Mr. 
Solmes, we will engage, fhall take nothing amifs 
hereafter, that is juft. 

He knows, he fays, what a jewel that man will 
have, who can obtain your favour; and he will think 
light of all he has fuffer’d, or fhall fuffer, in obtain- 
ing you. 

Dear, fweet creature, oblige us: And oblige us 
with a grace. It mu/? be done, whether with a grace 
or not. I do affure you it mux/?. You muft not con- 
quer father, mother, uncles, every-body: Depend 
upon That. 

I have fat up half the night towrite This. You don’t 
know how I am touch’d at reading yours, and writing 
this. Yet will I be at Harlowe-place early in the morn- 
ing. So, upon reading this, if you will oblige us all, 
fend me word to come up to your apartment : AndI 
will lead youdown, and prefent you to the embraces af 
every-one: And you will then fee, you have more of 
a brother and fifter, than of late your prejudices will 
let you think you have. ‘This fom one who ufed to 
love to ftile himfelf 

Your paternal Uncle, 
Joun HarLtowe. 


In 
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In about an hour after this kind letter was given 
me, my uncle fent up to know, if he fhould be a 
welcome vifitor, upon the terms mention’d in his 
letter? He bid Betty bring him down a verbal an- 


* {wer : A written one, he faid, would be a bad fign; 
- and he bid her therefore not bring a letter. But I 


: had juft finifh’d the inclofed tranfcription of one I had 
+ been writing. She made a difficulty to carry it; but 


‘was prevailed upon to oblige me, by a token which 


. BS 


-— 


thefe Mrs, Betty’s cannot withftand. 


Dear and honoured Sir, 
OW you rejoice me by your condefcending 
‘goodnefs!— So kind, fo paternal a letter !— fo 
foothing to a wounded heart; and of late what I have 


| been fo little ufed to! How am I affected with it! 


‘Tell me not, dear Sir, of my way of writing: “Your 
letter has more moved me, than I ever could move 


- any-body!—It has made me, with all my heart, with 
‘ I could intitle myfelf to be vifited upon your own 


terms; and to be led down to my papa and mamma, 


. by fo good and fo kind an uncle. 
: . I will tell you, deareft Sir, what I will do to make 
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my peace. I have no doubt that Mr. Solmes would 


; greatly prefer my fifter to fuch a ftrange, averfe crea- 


ture as me: His chief, or one of his chief motives to 
addrefs me, is, as [have reafon to believe, the contiguity 
of my grandfather’s eftate to his own: I will refign 
it; for ever I will refign it: And the refignation mutt 
be good, becaufe I will never marry at all: I will 


: make it over to my fifter, and her heirs for ever. I 


fhall have no heirs, but my brother and her; and I 
will -recéive, as: of my papa’s bounty, fuch an annuity 
(not in lieu of the eftate, butas of his bounty), as he 
fhall be pleafed to.grant me, if it be ever fo {mall ; 
and whenever I difoblige him, he fhall withdraw it, 
at his pleafure. - 3 
Will not This be accepted ?—Sure it muft !—sSure 
it 
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it will!—I beg of you, deareft Sir, to propofe it; and 
fecond it with your intereft. This will anfwer every 
end. My fifter has a high opinion of Mr. Solmes. 
I never can have any in the light he is propofed to 
me. But as my fifter’s hufband, he will be always 
intitled to my refpect ; and fhall have it. 

If this be accepted, grant me, Sir, the honour of a 
vifit; and do me then the inexpreffible pleafure of 
leading me down to the feet of. my honoured pa- 
rents, and they fhall find me the moft dutiful of chil- 
dren ; and to the arms of my brother and fifter, and 
they fhall find me the moft obliging and moft affec- 
tionate of fifters. - | 
_ I wait, Sir, for your anfwer to this propofal, made 
with the whole heart of | 

Your dutiful and moft obliged Niece, 
is _ Cy. Hartowe.. 


Monday noon. 

I Hope this will be accepted: For Betty tells me, 
that my uncle Antony and my aunt Hervey are. fent 
for; and not Mr. Solmes, which I look upon as a fa- 
vourable circumftance. With what chearfulnefs will 
I affign over this envied eftate!—What a much more 
valuable confideration fhall I part with it for !—The 
love and favour of all my relations !— That love and 
favour, which I ufed for eighteen years together to 
rejoice in, and be diftinguifhed by !— And what a 


charming pretence will this afford me of breaking. 


with Mr. Lovelace! And how eafy will it poffibly 
make him, to part with me / : 

I found this morning, in the ufual place, a letter 
from him, in anfwer, I fuppofe, to mine ‘of Friday, 
which I depofited not till Saturday. But I have not 


opened it; nor will I, till 1 fee what effect this new . 


offer will have. | ; 

_ Let me but be permitted to avoid the man I hate; 
and I will give up, witb all my heart, the man 1 
could 


eo i 
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© gould prefer. To renounce the one, were I really 


to value him, as you feem to imagine, can give but 
a temporary concern, which time and difcretion will 
make light’: This is a facrifice which a child owes to 


‘ parents and friends, if they infift' upon its being made. 


But the other, to marry a man one cannot endure, is 
hot only a difhoneft thing, as to the man; but it is 
enough to make a creature, who wifhes to be a good . 
wife, a bad or indifferent one, as I once wrote to 
the man himfelf: And then fhe can hardly be either 
a good miftrefs ; a good friend; or any thing but a 
difcredit to her family, and a bad example to all 
around her. | 


“ * Methinks I am loth, in the fuppenfe I am in at 


: 


prefent, to depofite this, becaufe I fhall then leave: 
you in as great: But having been prevented by Betty’s 
oficioufnefs twice, I will now go down to my little 
poultry ; and if I have an opportunity, will leave it 
in the ufual place, where I hope to find fomething 


from you. 


- LETTER XVI. 
| Mifs Carissa Hartowe, To Ali/s Hows.’ 


aan | Monday afternoon, March 27. 
{ HAVE depofited my narrative down to this day 
"noon; but E hope foon to follow it with another 
letter, that I may keep you as little a while as poffible 
in that fufpenfe, which I am fo much affeCted by at 
this moment: For my heart is difturbed: at every 
foot I hear ftir; and every door below, that I hear 
open or fhut. a, OO 
They have been: all affembled fome time, and are 
‘In clofe debate, I believe: But can there be room 
for long debate upon a propofal, which, if accepted, 
will fo effe€tually anfwer all their views ?—Can they 
infift a moment longer upon my having Eee | 
ce 4 : when 
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when they fee what facrifices I am ready to make, to 
be freed from his addrefles?—- O but I fuppofe the 
ftruggle is, firft, with Bella’s nicety, to perfuade her 
to accept of the eftate, and of the hufband ; and next, 
with her pride, to take her //fer’s.refufals, as fhe 
once phrafed it!— Or, it may be, my brother is in- 
fifting upon equivalents, for his reverfion in the eftate : 
And thefe fort of things take up but too much the 
attention of fome of our family. To thefe, no doubt, 
one, or both, it muft be owing, that my propofal 
admits of fo much confideration. J want, methinks, 
to fee, what Lovelace, in his letter, fays. But I 
will deny myfelf zhis piece of curtofity, till that which 
is raifed by my prefent fufpenfe is anfwered.— Ex- 
cufe me, my dear, that I thus trouble you with my 
unccrtaintics. But I have no employment, nor heart, 
if I had, to purfue any other but what my pen, af- 
fords me. , 


Monday evening. 

WouLp you believe it?— Betty, by anticipation, 
tells me, that I am to be refufed. Iam ‘ a vile, art- 
‘ ful creature: Every-body ts too good tome. My 
© uncle Harlowe has been taken-in, that’s the phrafe. 
‘ They knew how it would be, if he either wrote to 
‘me, or faw me. He has, however, been made 
© afhamed to be fo wrought upon.— A pretty thing, 
© truly, in the eye of the world, were they to take 
‘me at my word. It would look as if they had 
‘ treated me thus hardly, as / think it, for this very 
© purpofe. My pceculiars, particularly Mifs Howe, 
‘ would give it that turn; and I myfelf could mean 
‘nothing by it, but to fee if it would be accepted, 
‘in order to ftrengthen my own arguments againft 
‘Mr. Solmes. It was amazing, that it could admit 
‘ of a moment’s deliberation: That any thing could 
‘he fuppofed to be done in it. It was equally againft 
‘ Law and Equity: And a fine fecurity Mifs Bella 
‘ would 
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‘would have, or Mr. Solmes, when I could refume 
© it when I would !— My brother and fee my heirs! 


. © O the artful creature !— J to refolve to live fingle, 


_ €when Lovelace was fo /ure of me !— and abe 
, © where declared as much !—and-could, whenever 


se ee 


8 


e 
© pleafed, if my hufband, claim under the Will !— 


‘Then the infolence— the confidence— (as Betty 
© mincingly told me, that one faid ; you may eafily 
© suefs who) that fhe, who was fo juftly in difgrace 
© for downright rebellion, fhould pretend to prefcribe | 


_ © to the whole family !— fhould name a husband for 
, *her elder fifter !—What a triumph would her obfti- 


©nacy go away with, to delegate her commands, 
© not as from a prifon, as fhe called it, but as from 


. ©her throne, to her elders and betters; and to her 


_ £ father and mother too !—Amazing, perfectly amazing ! 


‘ that any-body could argue upon fuch a plan as this! 
¢It was a matter-ftroke of finefle!— It was ME in 
© perfection !— Surely my uncle Harlowe will never 
© be fo taken-in again !’ | 

All this was the readier told me, becaufe it was 
againft me, and would teaze and vex me. But as 
fome of this fine recapitulation implied, that fome- 
body {poke up for me, I was curious to know who 
it was: But Betty would not tell me, for fear I fhould 
have the confolation to find, that @// were not againit 
me. 

But do you not fee, my dear, what a fad creature fhe 
is whom you honour with your friendfhip !— You could 
not doubt your influence over me: Why did you not 
let me know myfelf a little better ?>— Why did you 
not take the friendly liberty I have always taken with 
you, and tell me my faults, and what a fpecious hy- 
pocrite Lam? For if my brother and fifter could 
amake fuch difcoveries; how is it poffible, that faults 
fo enormous [ You could fee others, you thought, of a 
more fecret nature!] could efcape your penetrating 

er : 
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Well, but now, it feems, they are debating how 
and by whom to anfwer me: For they know not, 
nor are they to know, that Mrs. Betty has told me 
all thefe fine things. One defires to be excufed, it 
feems: Another choofes not to have any thing to fay 
to me: Another has enough of me: And of writing 
to fo ready a fcribbler, there will be no end. . 

Thus are thofe imputed qualifications, which ufed 
fo lately to gain me applaufe, now become my crimes 3 
fo much do difguft and anger alter the property of 
things. . | 

What will be the refult of their debate, I fuppofe, 
will, fome-how or other, be communicated to me 
by-and-by. But.let me tell you, my dear, that I am 
made fo defperate, that I am afraid to open Mr. Love- 
lace’s letter, left, in the humour I am in, I fhould 
do fomething, if I find it not exceptionable, that 
may give me repentance as long as I live! 


| Monday night. 
.. Turis moment the following letter is brought me 
by Betty. , 
Mifs Cunning-ones, Monday, -§ 0° clock. 
Y OUR fine, new propofal is pn ik unworthy 
of a particular anfwer. Your uncle Harlowe is 
afhamed to be fo taken-in. Have you no new fetch 
for your uncle Antony? Go round with us, child, 
now your hand’s in. But I was bid to write only 
one line, that you might not complain, as you did, of 
your worthy fifter, for the freedoms you provoked : 
‘St is This ;— Prepare yourfelf. T’o-morrow you go 
to my uncle Antony’s. That’s all, child. | 
| : James HaRLoweE. 


IT was vexed to the heart at this: And immediately, 
in the warmth of rcfentment, wrote the inclofed to 
my uncle Harlowe; who, it feems, ftays here this 
night. — 

Ta 
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Rony 
tos 
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_ Yo Joun Hariowe, £/;. 
Honoured Sir, Monday night. 


1 Find I aim a very fad creature, and did not know 
it. LIwrote not to my Brother. To you, Sir, I 


“wrote. From yox I hope the honour of an anfwer. 
: No one reveres her uncles more thanI do. Never- 


~ a a 
te i ae 


es aS 


abey 


thelefs, I will be bold to fay, that the diftance, great 
as it is, ‘ between uncle and niece, excludes not fucha 
hope: And I think I have not made a propofal that 
deferves to be treated with fcorn. 

. Forgive me, Sir®-My heart is full.—Perhaps one 


:. day you may think fou have been prevailed upon (for 
; that is plainly the cafe!) to join to treat me, as I do 

. not deferve to be treated. If yeu are afhamed, as m 

: brother hints, of having exprefled any returning ten- 


dernefs to me, God help me! I fee I have no mercy 
to expect, from any-body! But, Sir, from your pen 
let me have an anfwer; [ humbly befeech it of you.u— 
Till my brother can recollect what belongs to a fifter, 


- I will.take no anfwer from him, tothe letter I wrote 


to you, nor any. commands whatever. 

I move every-body! This, Sir, is what you are 
pleafed to mention:— But whom have I moved ?— 
One perfon in the family has more moving ways than 
I have, or he could never fo undefervedly have made 
every- body afhamed to fhew any tendernefs to a poor 
diftrefled child of the fame family. 7 

Return me not this with contempt, or torn,. or 
unanfwer'd, I befeech you. My papa has a title. to 
do that, or any-thing, by his child: But from no 
other perfon in the world, of your fex, ought a young 
creature, of mine (while fhe preferves a fupplicating 
{fpirit), to be fo treated. 3 
-- When what I have before written in the humbleft 
ftrain has met with fuch ftrange conftructions, I am 
afraid, that this unguarded fcrawl- will be very ill- 


received. But I beg, Sir, you will oblige me with 


: one 
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one line, be it ever fo harfh, in anfwer to my pro- 
pofal. I ftill think it ought to be attended to. I will 


. enter into the moft folemn engagemients to make it 


valid, by a perpetual fingle life. In a word, any thing 
I can do, I will do, to-be reftored to all your favours. 
~ MoreI cannot fay, but that I am, very undefervedly, 
A moft unhappy creature. 


Betty fcrupled again to carry this letter ;. and faid, 
fhe fhould have anger; and I fhould but have it re- 
turned in {craps and bits. ote 

I muft take That chance, I faid: I only defired fhe 
would deliver it as direéted. . 

Sad doings! very fad! fhe faid, that young Ladies 
fhould fo violently fet themfelves againft their duty ! 

I told her, fhe fhould have the liberty to fay what 
fhe pleafed, fo fhe would but be my meflenger that 
ene time—And down fhe went with it. 

I bid her, if fhe could, flide it into my uncle’s 
hand, unfeen; at leaft, unfeen by my brother or fifter, 
for fear it fhould meet, thro’ ther good offices, with 
the fate fhe had befpoken for it. 7 

She would not undertake for That, fhe faid. 

I am now in expectation of the refult. But havine 
fo little ground to hope for either favour or mercy, 
opened Mr. Lovelace’s letter. 

I would fend it to you, my dear (as well as thofe I 
fhall inclofe, by this conveyance ; but not being able 
at prefent to determine in what manner I fhall anfwer 
it, I will give myfelf the trouble of abftraGting it 
here, while Lam waiting for what may offer from the 
Ietter juft gone down, 7 

‘ He laments, as ufual, my ill opinion of him, and 
‘ readinefs to believe every thing to his difadvantage. 
‘ He puts into plain Englith, as I fuppofed he would, 
‘ my hint, that I might be happier, if, by any rafhnefs 
‘ he might be guilty of to Solmes, he fhould come to 
© an untumely-end himfelf.’ | 
.. ae . bd He 


i - 
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He is concerned, he fays, * That the violence he 

“had expreffed on his extreme ‘apprehenfivenefs of 
“ lofing me, fhould have made him guilty of any thing 
© I had fo much reafon to refent.’ 

He owns, * That he is, pafionate: All good-na- 
* tured men, -he fays, are fo, and a fincere man can- 
© not hide.it.? But appeals to me, ¢ Whether, if any 
* occafion in the world could excufe the rafhnefs of 
“ his expreffions, it would not be his prefent dread- 
© ful fituation, thro’ my indifference, and the malice 
© of his enemies.’ | : z 

He fays, ‘ He has more reafon than ever, from 
© the contents of my laft, to apprehend, that I hall 
“ be prevailed upon by force, if not by fair means, 
© to fali in with my brother’s meafures; and fees but 
© too plainly, that [am preparing him to expect it. 

“ Upon this prefumption, he fupplicates, with the 
* utmoft earneftnefs; that I will not give-way to the 
“ malice of his enemies, 

‘Solemn vows of reformation, and everlafting 
© truth and obligingnefs, he makes ; all in the ftyle of 
* defponding humility ; yet calls it a cruel turn upon 
‘ him, to impute his proteftations to a confcioufnefs 
© of the neceffity there is for making them from his 
* bad character, | 

‘ He defpifes himfelf, he folemnly protefts, for 
© his paft follies: “Thanks God he has feen his error 3 
© and nothing but my more particular inftructions, are 
“ wanting to perfect his reformation. 

‘ He promifes, that he will do every thing that I 
© fhall think he can do with honour, to bring about 
© a reconciliation with my father; and will. even, if 
¢ ] infift upon it, make the firft overture to my bro- 
‘ ther, and treat him as his own brother, becaufe he 
« is mine, if he will not, by new affronts, revive the 
* remembrance of the paft. 

* He begs, in the moft earneft and humble man- 
* ner, for one half-hour’s interview 3- seca, by 

Vou. IL 7 F ‘a key, 
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¢ a key, which he owns he has to the garden-door, 
« leading into the Coppice, as we call it (if I will but 
« unbolt the door) to come into the garden at night, 
‘ and wait till I have an opportunity to come to him, 
< that he may re-affyre me of the truth of all he writes, 
« and of the affection, and, if needful, -protection,: of 
* all his family. i ee a 

‘He prefumes not, he fays, to write by way of 
© menace to me; but, if I refufe him this favour, he 
* knows not (fo defperate have fome ftrokes in my 
“letter made him) what his defpair may make him 
«do. ren pes eee ema: 

He afks me, * Determined, as my friends are, and 
« far as they have already gone, arrd declare they will 
“0, what I can propofe to do, to avoid having Mr. 
‘ Solmes, if I am carried to my uncle Antony’s 3 un- 
“ lefs I refolve to accept of the protection he has of- 
“fered to procure me; or except I will efcape to 
© London, or elfewhere, while I can efcape ?” 

He advifes me, * To fue to your mamma, for her 
“ private reception of me; only till I can obtain pof- 
* feffion of my own eftate, and procure my friends 
* to be reconciled to me ;_ which he 1s fure they will 
“be defirous to de, the moment I am out of their 
« power.’ Mo 

He apprifes me [It is ftill my wonder, how he 
comes by his intellizence!], © That my friends have 
© written to my coufin Morden, to reprefent matters 
-€ to him in their own partial way ; nor doubt they to 
« influence him on their fide of the queftion. 

¢ That all this fhews I have but one way, if none of 
$ my own friends or intimates will receive.me.. 

«Tf J will tranfport him with the honour of: my 
choice of this one way, f{ettlements fhall be drawn, 
£ with proper blanks, which I fhall fill up as I pleafe. 
¢ Let him but have my commands from my own 
6 mouth ; all my doubts and fcruples from my own 
6 lips ; and only a repetition, that I will not, on any 

'  $ confideration, 
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© confideration, be Solmes’s wife; and he fhall be. 
< eafy.—But, .after fuch a letter as I have written, no- 
‘ thing but an interview can make him fo.’ . He be- 
feeches me, therefore, ‘ To unbolt the door, as that 
“very night.— If I receive not this time enough, this 
© night ;—and he will in a difguife, that fhall’ not give. 
© a fufpicion who he is, if he fhould be feen, come.to. 
© the Baie hove in hopes to open it with his key ; 
* nor wil] he have any. other lodging than in the Cop- | 
< pice both nights: watching every, wakeful hour for 
< the propitious unbolting, unlefs he has a letter with 
* my se to the contrary, or to make fome other 
« g | ernabaler o 
is letter was dated yefterday : ’ So he. was thers 


| laft night, I fuppofe 5 and will be there this night ; and. 
> J have not written a line to him: And now it is too. 


late, were I determingd what to write... - 

I hope he will not go to. Mr. Solmes,!—I oe he 
will not come hither !—If he does, I, will. break 
‘with him for ever. 

_ What have I to do, with fuch fesdirane. ipitits ! ! 
I with I had never — But what fignifies withing Pee 


' Jam ftrangely perplexed —— But I need. not have 
“ told you this, after fuch a reprefentation. a ay 


fituation. 


LETTER Xvi. - 
Mi CLARISSA HARLOWE, To Mi ifs Hows. 


Tuefday Morning, ’| Clock. 


¥ uncle has vouchfafed to anfwer me. ' This is 
his letter; but ju now brought me, altho’ 


written faft: night 5 late, I fuppofe. ? 


ae cee 
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— Mifs Clary,” | Monday Night. 
CINCE you are grown fuch a bold challenger, and 
\J teach us all our duty, tho’ you. will ‘not practife 
your own, I mu/t anfwer you.—-No-body wants your 
eftate from you. Are you, who refufe every-body’s 
advice, to prefcribe a hufband to: your per 2 Your 
Jetter to Mr. Solmes is inexcufable, blam’d yow 
for it before. Your parents wi// be obey’d. It is fit 
they /bould. Your mamma has neverthelefs prevailed 
to have your going to your uncle Antony's put off 
till Thurfday: Yet owns you deferve not. that, or 
any other favour'from ber,’ I will receive no mote of 
your letters. You are too.artful for me. You are 
an ingrateful and unreafonable child! You'will have 

our will paramount to every-body’s. How are you 
gite’d! °. | - . 

Your difpleafed Uncle, | 
me ° Joun -Harzowe, 


| To be-carry’d away on Thurfday—To the moated 
Houfe— To the Chape!— To Solmes ! How can J 
think of this !—They will make me defperate! — ” 


Tuefday Morn, Eight o’ Clock. 

J wave another letter from Mr, Lovelace. J 
open’d it, with the expedtation of its being filled with 
‘bold and free complaints, on my not writing to pre- 
vent his two nights watching, in weather not ex- 
‘tremely agrceable. “But, inftead of comphints, he’fs 
* full of tender concern left J may have’ been pré- 
‘4 vented by ind#fpofition, or by the clofer confinement 
*¢' which’ hé has frequently *caution’d me that-I may 
96 'expeft.’ ie ee de : A ia a ane ees a ae Le F 
_ He fays; § He had beeh’in different difguifes loi- 
*9 tering about our garden ard park wall, all the day 
* © on Sunday laft ; and all Sunday-night was wandering 
‘ ¢ about the ccppice, and neay the back-door, It rain’d; 
Pes . ¢ and 
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¢ and he has got a great cold, attended with feverifh- 


. © nefs,’ and. fo hoarfe, that he has almoft loft ‘his 


S$‘ ¥oice.’ 
Why: did he not Aiea out in ahs eee 7—Treated, 


, as 1am treated by my friends, : it is dangerous for me 


to lie’ under the fenfe of an. obligation to. any one’s 
patience, when that perfon fuffers in health for my 
fake. 

«He had no fhelter, he fays, but sindet the great 
© overgrown Ivy, which fpreads wildly round the 
© heads of two or three Oaklings ; 3 and that was foon 
© wet through.’ | 

You and, my dear, once sought. -ourfelves 


. obliged. to the natural fhade they. afforded us, in a 


fultry day. 

I can’t help faying ‘Tam forry he has fuffer’d for 
nry fake.— But ’tts ‘his own feeking | 

Fis letter is dated: laft night at eight: * And in- 


. © difpofed as he is, he tells me, ‘That he will watch 


‘till ten, in hopes of my giving him the meeting he 
© fo earneftly requefts. And after that, he has a mile 
* to walk to his horfe and fervant ; and: four miles 
© then to ride to his inn.’ 

He owns, * That he has an intelligencer | in our 
© family ; who has failed him for a day” or two pait : 
«And not knowing how I do, or how I may be 
* treated, his anxiety is the greater.’ 

This circumftance ives me to guefs who this treae 
dasa man is: One Joleph Leman: The very crea- 
ture imploy’d and confided in, more than any other, 
by my brother. 

This fs not an honourable way of proceeding im 
Mr. Lovelace.-— Did he learn this infamous practice 
of corrupting the fervants of ether families at the 
French Court, where he refided a good while? | 

I have been often jealous of this Leman. in my little 
airings and poultry-vifits: Ihave thought him (doubly 


7 ee he was always to me) my brother's {py 
ae F 
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woe 2 ' sate : 
upom me ;. and, altho’ he oblig’d me by his haftening 
out of the garden, and poultry-yard, whenever I came 
into either, have wonder’d, that from his reports my 
liberties, of thofe kinds have not. been abridged. ‘So, 
poflibly, this man may take a bribe of both, aid yet 
. betray, both. ,, Worthy views want not fuch obliquities 
.as thefe on either fide. An honeft mind muft rife in- 
to indignation both at the traitor-maker and the 

- trastor.. - ites a 2 wheal at oo Snes 
.. © He preffes with the utmoft earneftnefs for an in- 
, £ terview... He would not offer, he fays, to difobey 
“my, laft perfonal commands, that he thould not 
© endeavour to attend me again in the wood-houfe. 
_© But fays, he can give me fuch reafons, for my 
_£ permitting him to wait upon my father or uncles, 
as he hepes will be approved by me: For he cannot 
“help abferving, that it is no more fuitable to my 
; © own fpirit than to his, that he, a man_of fortune and 
“family, fhould be obliged,to purfue. fuch a clan- 
- €§ deftine addrefs, as would only become a vile for- 
; tune-hunter. . But, if I will give my confent for his 
© vifiting me like a man, and a gentleman, no treats 

© ment thal], pravoke him to forfeit his temper. 
».. ©His uncle will accompany him, if I pleafe: Or ° 
. Shis- aunt Lawrance will. firfk make the vifit to my 
‘ mamma, or to’ my. aunt Hervey, or even to my 
of uncles,, if. choofe it... And fuch terms fhall. be of- 
- 6 fer’dy- as foall have weight upon them. 5... 
_. ‘de begs,.that I will not deny him making a vifit 
to Wir. Solmes. _ By all that’s good, he vows, .that 
; Sit dheali nut be with the leaft intention either to hurt 
>orpffros.tiim.; byt only to fet before him calmly 
€ and ravonally, the confequences that, may poffibly 
oS flowjisom: fa feuitlefs a -perfeverance ; as wel] as the 
+ S4nueneious folly of it; to a mind fo. noble as mine. 
_ )Hu-repeats his own refolution to attend my pleafure, 
stand Myr- Morden’s arrival, and advice, for. the ree 
‘4. ward of his own patience.*® = 
. ; ¢ Te 
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, .. © It is impoffible, he fays, but one of thefe me- 
“6 thods muff do. Prefencé, he obferves, even of a’dif-. 
* liked ‘perfon, takes off the edge from’ refentments. 
“© which abfence whets, and rnakes keen. * °° 7" 
“7 ¢ He ‘therefore ‘moft eatneftly ‘repeats ‘ his“ impdr- 
_* tunitiés for the fupplicated interview.” Says, “ He 
thas’ bufinefs of confequence in London? ‘But cannot 
‘ftir from the inconvenient fpot, ‘where ‘he has for 
© fome time refidéd’ in difguifes unworthy of: himfelf, 
_© until he can be abfolutely certain, that I fhall-not 
‘be prevailed upon, either by force or otherwife ; 
"© and ‘until he finds’ me déliver’d from the tnfults of 
“© my brother. Nor otight This ‘to bean ‘imdifferent 
“point to one, for whofe fake; all the world ‘reports 
‘.me to bé ufed fo. unworthily as I am ufed.«—But one 
_© remark, he fays,- he'cartnot help making; That did 
'* ‘my, friends know the little favour T fhew him, ‘and 
© 'the very great diftarnice I keep him at, they would 
"© have no reafon to confine me, ort his accotht':' And 
© another, ‘that they themfelves’ feem to think -himt 
intitled to a different ufage, and expe that he 
-§ receives ‘it; when, in truth, what he meets with 
© from me is exactly what they wifh himto meet ‘with, 
_© excepting in the favour of the correfpondenew Fho- 
© nour him with : upon which, he’ fays,'-he puts the 
’ ©higheft value, “and for the fake of ‘which: he- hes 
© chearfulty fubmitted to ‘a thoufand irdignitiés...* * . 
” © He renews his'profeffions' of 'reformation:: ‘He is 
© convine’d, he fays, that he has already run a long 
“Sand dangerous courfe; and that it is high time to 
" § think‘of feturning: It mutt be fromy proper convic- 
, © tions, he fays; ‘that a perfon’who has lived too gay 
Sa Tife fefoNes’ to" réclainis before age or fufferings. 
i © come upon him. gee ed aha Pas ee : 
“" “¢ Al’generous'fpitits, he obferves, hate compulfion. 
“© Upon this dbfetrvation he dwells; but regrets; that 
Che is om A owe all’his hopes to-this compulfion ; 
—Sthis ajudicious compulfion, he juftly calls it; and 
F4gaol coo. Snone 
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© pone to my efteem forhim., Altho’ he prefumes upos. 
© fame merit, In his implicit regard to my will: In the 
~© bearing the daily indignities offer’d not only to him, | 
“ but to his relations, by sty brother: In the nightly. 
* watchings, and rifques which he runs; in all weatherss.. 
‘ and which his prefent indifpofition makes him men | 
“tion, or he had not debafed the nablenefs, of. his. 
© paffien for me, by fuch a felfith inftance.’— I can-. 
not: but fay, I am forry the man is not well. x 
Jam frei to afk you, my dear, what you would , 
have done, thus fituated.. But what I have done, I 
have done. Ina word, I wrote, ‘ That I would, if . 
‘ pofible, give him a meeting. to-morrow night, be~ 
“ tween the hours of nine. and twelve, by the ivy-fum- 
© mer-houfe, or in it, or near.the great cafcade, at 
‘the bottom of the garden; and would unbolt thg 
¢ door, that he might come in by his own key. But 
“ that, if I found the meeting impracticable, or fhould 
« change my mind, I would fignify as much by another 
«line; which he muft wait for until it were dark.’ 


— Luefday, Eleven 0? Clock. 

I am juft return’d from depofiting my billet. How 
diligent is this man! It is plain he was in waiting: 
For I had walked but a few paces, after I had de- 
pofited it, when, my heart mifgiving me, J return’d, - 
to have taken it back, in order to reconfider it as I - 
walked, and whether I fhould, or fhould not,. let it 
go: But I found it gone. os . 

In all shane there was but a brick wall, of 
a few inches thick, between Mr. Lovelace and me, 
at the very time I put the letter under the brick. 

I am come back diflatisfy’d with myfelf. _ But I 
think, my dear, there can be no harm in meeting | 
him :. If Ido mot, he may take fome violent meafures: 
‘What he knows of the treatment I meet with in mae 
lice to him, and with a view to fruftrate all his hopes, 
may make him defperate. His behaviour laft time I 
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“ faw hiny, under the difadvantages of time and place,, 

* arid furprifed as I was, gives meno apprehenfion of © 
“any thing but difcovery. "What he requires isnet 
1 unreafonable, and cannot affect my future‘choice and 
+ determination :. It is ony to affere him from. my dwn: ' 
i lis, that I will never be the wife of a man I hate. 
i If I have not an opportunity to meet without hagard- 
* or detetion, fie muft once more bear the dH#appoint= * _ 
ment. All: his frouble, and mine toe; is Owing to 

t his faulty character: This, altho’ I hate tyranny and 
* arrogance in all fhapes, makes me think lefs of. the © 
4 rifques' he'runs, and the fati es‘he’ undergoes; tham - 
, Stherwife I fhould do; and ftill lefs, as my fufferings — 
» (derived from the fame fource) are greater than his, - |. 
+ “Betty confirms the intimation, that I muft go to 
* my uncle’s on Thurfday. She was fent on purpofe to 
. dtrect me to prepare ‘myfelf for going, and to help 
* me to get up every thing inordertei, = = °. 

LETTER XVI. 

Adt/s Crarissa HaRLowE, To Ali/s Howe. | 
Tuefday, Three o Clock, March 28. - 

< J HAVE mention’d feveral times the pertnefs of 
Mrs. Betty to me; and now, having a little ime : 

¢ upon my hands, I will give you a fhort dialogue that- 
pafled juft now between us: It may, perhaps, be a: 

5 little relief to you from the dull fubjeéts with which I 
|) am perpetually teazing you... ts 

_ As fhe attended meat dinner, fhe took notice, That 

} Nature is fatisfy’d wich a very little nourifhment: And 
z thus fhe complimentally proved it: — For, Mifs, faid. 
s the, you eat nothing ; yet never looked more charm- ' 
s ingly im your life. ee ee 7 
» _ As to the former part of your fpeech, Betty, faid: 
; J, you obferve-well ; and I have.offen thought, when 
: I 5 I have - 
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I have. fen, how healthy the children of the bear 
ing ‘poor look,.and grey with empty. ftomachs,. ang 
hardly a good meal in a week, that Providence i is very 
kind to its Creatures, jn this. refpedt, .as well, as in all 
others, in making Much not. neceflary to the fupport 
_ of lifes. when three parts in four of its creatures, | if it 
( were, would not: know. how to obtain it. | It. puts. me 
.in-mind of two proverbial fentences, whieh, are full 
. of admirable meaning... 
. What, pray,. Milfs, are ‘they? AL love to hear you: 
talk. when youre fo fedate.as, you feem naw to = 
_ The one is to the purpofe we are {peaking ‘of 
! Poverty 2s the. mother-of bealth ;: And let me tell. you, 


- Betty, if E had a better appetite, and were. to en- 
courage it, with fo little reft,. and fo much diftrefs 


_ and perfecution, I don’ t think I thould, beable to pre- 


ferve my reafon, . . 
Lhere’s no inconvenience but. has its comvinience, ‘faid 


=. Betty, giving me proverb for proverbs But what is 
'. the other, Madam? — . 


That the pleafures of the mighty are iad by the 
tears of the poor > Itis but reafonable therefore, me- 


> thinks, that the plenty of the one fhould be followed by 


ame 


'\ diftempers ; and that the indigence of the other fhould 


be attended with that: health, whiclr makes. all its 


‘other ‘difcomforts light-on- the comparifon.. And 
‘- hence a third proverb, Betty,. fince you-are an ade 


_ mizer-of proverbs; Better a bare Seats, than none at all; 
that is to fay, than not to be able to. walk. 

She was mightily taken with what I faid: See, 
faid fhe, what:a fine thing icholarfhip is 1—T; faid. fhe, 
had akwaysy from a cirl, atafte for reading, tho’ it 
were but in Mother Goofe, and concerning the. Fairies 
[And then: the toek. genteejly a, pinch of. fnuff ]: 

Could but my parents-have let go as faf? as I pulled 
_ I fhould have been avery. happy creature. 

Very Ukely,. you would have, made -great improve- 

ments, Betty: But as ig isy I cannot fay, but fince I 


have: 


‘> a RI 
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have. had the favour of your attendance in this tutimate 
-manner, I have heard fmarter' things from you, thah 
'E have heard at table from fome of my brother’s fel- 
jlow-collegians.§ 0% be ae 
.”. Your fervant, ‘déar Mifs 5 ‘dropping me one’ of her 


‘befti-courtefies? So‘ fine-a judge as you are Lilt: is 


‘enought’ to: thake‘‘one'very proud: -:'Theri, with: an- 


other pirich—~ I-cannot indeed but fay, bridling spon 


it, that I have heard famous ‘fcholars often and: often: 


fay very filly things: Things I -fhould: be ‘afhamed 
‘ myfelf to fay—But I thought they did it‘out of humi- 


lity, and in condefcenfion: to’thole' who: had ‘sot their 


* léamiine © 


“Phat ‘fhe might not: be too proud; ‘I told her; I 


would obferve, that: the liveliriefs and quicknefs the 


_ fo happily difcovered in herfelf, was: not ‘fo.mauch an 


honour to her, as what fhe-owed-to ‘her Sex ;. which,. 
as I had obferved in many inftances, had great ad- 
‘varitages over the other, in all ‘the powers that-related 
to imagination : And herice, ‘Mrs.'Betty, you’lt take 


notice, as I have of late had opportunity. to:do,: that 


uf 


your own talent at repartee and {martnefs; when it. 
has fomething to work upon; difplays itfelf to.more ad- _ 
vantage, than could well be expected from one whofe: 
‘friends, to fpeak in’ your own phrafe,. could. not let 


go fo faft'as you pulled 


‘The wench gavé mé a proof: of the truth of my 


’ obfervation, m a manner ftill: more: alert than I-had 


‘expected: If, faid the, our fek have fo mach advan- 
tage in Jmartne/s, it is the lefs to be wondered at, 
‘that’ yau, Mifs, who have had fuch an. education,. 


_ fhduld’outdo all the men and: women too, ‘that come: 
aie |) eee a a 


-’ Blefs me,. Betty,‘ faid I what a proof do you give 


‘me of Your wit’and your:courage at the fame time F 


This is outdoing yourfelf;. It would make young 
Ladies lefs proud, and more apprchenfive, were the 


mouths: 


generally attended by fuch fmart fervants, and their — | 


Cd 
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mouths permitted to be unlocked: upon: thent, -2s 
has Bay been cla But, take aways 


: Why, Mis, you have eat nothing at.all: os hope 
as are not difpleafed with your dinner for gcd nS 
have faid. 

- No, Mrs. Betty, 1 am pretty - well ufed to yous 
fresdamas; now, you know.— I-am- not difpleafed in 
the main, to obferve, that, were the fucceffion of 
modern fine Ladics to be extiné&t, it might be fupplied 
from thofe whom they p!ace in the next rank.to them 


felves, their chambermaids-and confidants. Your young. 


miftrefs has contributed a great deal to this auicencts 
ef yours. - She ‘always :preférred your company to 
mine. As you pulled, fhe iit go; and fo, Mrs. Bettyy 
hi have gained by her converfation what I have 
es | 

. Why, Mig, if you come to that, no-body fays 
better things than Mifs ‘Harlowe. 2 could tell yor 
one, if J pleafed, upon. amy obferving to her, that 
you lived of late upon air, and had: no ftomach te 
any thing, yet looked as charmingly as ever.— 

I dare {; ay, it was a very good-natured one, Mrs, 
Betty !—-Do you then plea/e that I fhall hear it ?- 

Only this, Mifs, That your flomachfulnefs had 
fwalicwed up your flomach; and, That obftinacy was 
meat, dristk, and cloth to you. 

Ay, Mrs. Betty ;. and did the fay This ?—~ I hoe 
fhe laughed when: fhe fiid it, as fhe does at all her 
goed things, as fhe calls them. It was very finart, 
and very witty. I with my mind were fo much at 
eafe, 28 to ain at being witty too. But if you ad- 
mire fuch fententlous fayings, Pll help you:to ane 
other ;-and that is, Encouragement and Approbation 
make prople fhew talents they were never’ fufpected to 
bave; and This will do both for mitrefs and maid : 
‘And another I’! furnith you with, the contrary of the 
‘former, -that will do only for me; That Perfecution 


a 
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and Diftouragement deprefs ingennous minds, and blunt 
the edge of lively imaginations.—, And ‘hence may my 
iifter’s Brilliancy and my Stupidity be both accounted: 
for. Jngenusus, you. mult -kaow,. Mrs... Betty, and 
Exgeniqus, ace two things ; and 1 would not arrogate 
the latter to myfelf. a oe ee 
: .. duord, :;Mifs, {aid -the ¥ oolifh,. you ‘know a great 
deal for your years.— You are a very learned young 
Lady !—What pity— | bow Ue 
eer ‘None of your psties » Mrs. Betty. I] know what you'd 
fay. But tell me, if. you can, Is it.-refolyéd that } 


fball be. carry’d tomy uncle Antony’s.on Tharfday?.: 


“I was willing to reward myfelf for the patience the 
had made.me exercife, by gettingat-what intelligence 
Jcouldfromher = © ©... . 
Why,.Mi&s, feating herfelf at a little diftance (ex- 
cufe my fitting down), with the fnuff-box tapp’d very 
fmartly, the lid opened, and a pinch taken with a 
dainty finger and thumb, the other three fingers -di- 
Sendedly bent, and with a fine flourith—L canmot but 
Say, that it is my opinion, you. will certainly go on 
‘Thurfday ; and this nolefs fole/s, as i have heard my 
young Lady fayin FRENcH. a a 
Whether Iam willing or not willing, you mean, + 
fuppofe, Mrs. Betty? a a 
“Yourhaveit, Mi 2 © os 
Well but, Betty, I have.no mind to be:turned: out 
of doors fo fuddenly. . Do you think I could not be 
permitted to.tarry one week longer? a | 
How can I tell, Mifs? - | - 
O Mrs.. Betty, ae can tell.a great deal, if pase 
pleafe. But here Iam forbid. writing to any one of 
my family; none of it now will come near me5 
nor will any of it permit me to fee them: How thall 
I do to make my requeft known, to tarry here a 
week or fortnight longer ! : 
Why, Mifs, I fanfy, if you were to fhew a com- 
| . phiable 
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pliable temper, your friends would thew a compliable 
‘one too. But would you expect favours, and grant 
mone? Po oa te a, Lea 
_ Smartly put, Betty! B t who knows what, may 
be the refult of my being carried to. ray uncle Ay 
_ Who knows, Mifs !—- Why any-body will guefs 
what may be the refult. © | cee Ao 


Ashow, Betty? .. beeen 
As how! repeated the pert wench, Why, Mifs, 


“you will ftand in your own light, as you have hitherto. 


done: And your parents, as fuch good parents ought; 

will be obeyed. . ee oe ee 

_ 6, Mrs. Betty, I had not.been ufed to your oughts, 

and to have my duty laid down to me, by. your ora 

—culous wildom, I fhould be apt to ftare at the liberty 
of your fpeech. oo | _ 

‘ Vou feem angry, Mifs. I hope I take no un» 
becoming liberty. 2 Sg es ca 
Tf thou really think’ thou doft not, thy ignorance 
. js more to be pitied, than thy pertnefs refented. I 
with thou’d’ft leave me to myfelf. - | 
_. When young Ladies fall out with their own duty, 
—it-is not much to be wondered at, that they are angry 
at any-body who do theirs. . Se, en 

That’s a very pretty faying, Mrs. Betty !— I fee 
- to thofe who taught it thee. | 

Every-body takes notice, Mifs, that you can fay 
very cutting words in a cool manner, and yet not call 


_mames, as T have known fome gentlefolks, as’ well as. 


, others, do, when ina paffion. But I wilh you had 
‘permitted "Squire Solmes to fee you; he would have 


told you fuch ftories of "Squire Lovelace, as would. 


have turned your heart againft him for ever. 


And know you any cf the particulars af thofe fad. 


— Stories? 


‘Indeed, 


., plainly what thy duty is in thy notion, and am obliged 


EE a ~ 
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-» Endeed, I'don’t; but you'll hear all at your uncle 
‘Antony’s, Ifuppofe ; and a greatdeal more, perhaps, 
than you will like to hear. __ at 
- Let me hear what I will, I am determined againft 
Mr. Solmes, were it to coft me my life. - = 

If you are, Mifs, the Lord have mercy on you! 


For what with this letter of yours to Squire Solmes, 


whom they fo much value, and what with their anti- 
pathy to Squire Lovelace, whom they hate, they wilt 
have no patience with you. — | 

What wilt wey do, Betty? They won’t kill: me? 


"What wilt they 


_ Kill you! No!— But you will not be fuffered ‘to 
ftir from thence, till you have’complied with your 
duty. And xo pen and ink will be allowed you, ‘as 
here ;. where they are of opinion you make no good. 
ufe of it: Nor would it be allowed here, only as they. 
intend fo foon to fend you away to your uncle’s. No- 
body will be saifted to fee you, of to correfpond | 


- wit you. What farther will be done, I can’t fay ; 
and, 1f I could, it may not be proper. But. you: may 


prevent it all, by One word: And 1 wifh you would, 
Mifs. All then would be eafy and happy. And, if 
I may fpeak my mind; I fee-not why one man is not 
as good as another: Why, efpecially, a fober man Js 


- not as good as a rake. 


Well, Betty, faid I, fighing, all thy impertinence 
goes for nothing. But I fee I am deftined ‘to be a 
very unhappy creature. Yet will I venture upon 
one requeft more to them. | | i 

And. fo, quite fick of the pert creature, and of my- 


©” felf, T retired to my clofet, 2nd wrote a few ‘lines to 


my uricle Harlowe, notwithftanding his prohibition ; 


“in order to get a reprieve, from being carried away 


fo foon as Thurfday next, if I muft'go. “And This, 
that I might, if comply’d with, fufpend the appoint- 
ment I have made with Mr. Lovelace ; for my heat 
mufgives mie, as to meeting lim ;’ and that more and 

8 Morey 
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more, I know not why. Under the fi uperfcription 

of the letter, I wrote thefe words: « P 

¢ be pleafed to give This a reading. _ 
This is the copy of what I wrote: 


Honoured Siry Tuefday Afternoon. 


ET. me this once be heard with patience, and 
a have my petition granted. ‘It is only, that I may 
not be hurried away fo foon as next Thurfday. © ~ 
~ Why fhould the poor girl be turned out of doors: 
fo fuddenly, fo difgracefully ? Procure for me, Sir, 
one fortnight’s refpite. In that fpace of time, I hope 


you will all relent. My mamma fhal!l not need to-- 


{hut her door, in apprehenfion of feemg her difgraced 
child. I will not prefume. to think of entering her 
prefence, or my papa’s, withgut leave. One fortnight’s. 
refpite is but a fmall favour for them to grant, except 
I am to be refufed every-thing [ afk: But it is of 


* thehigheft import to my peace of mind. Procure it 
ir, and you will exceedingly | 


forme, therefore, dear . 


| Yeur dutiful, tho’ greatly afflited, Niece, 


CL. HaRLoweEi | 


I:fent this down: My uncle was not gone: And. 
he now ftays to know the refult of the queftion pug. 
to.me in the inclofed anfwer, which he has given © 


to mine: 


Y OUR going to your uncle’s was abfolutely con- 
- cluded upon for next Thurfday. Neverthelefs, 
your mamma, feconded by Mr. Solmes, pleaded fa 


itrongly to indulge you, that your requeft for a delay 


will be comply’d with, upon one condition ;° and 
whether for a fortnight, or a fhorter time, that will 
depend upon yourfelf. If you refufe this condition, 
your mamma declares, fhe will give over all fur- 
ther ,interceflion for you. — Nor do you deferve 

this 


ray, dear Sir,’ 


gia | ARS By ghee Sa Ng OE a ag ya 


ef 
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this favour, as you put it upon our relenting, not your 
own. . _— ane, 4 

This condition is, That you admit of a vifit’ from 
Mr. Solmes, for one hour, 1n company of your: bro- 
ther, your fifter, or your uncle Antony, :choofe which 
you will, Bo, slat , : ee 

If you comply. hot, you go. next Thurfday to a 


. houfe which is become fo ftrangely odious to you of © 
' Iate, whether you get ready to go, or not. Anfwer ~ 
therefore directly to the point. No evafion. Name - 


your day andhour. Mr. Solmes will neither eat you, 


nor drink you, Let us fee, whether we are to be — 


comply’d with in any thing, or not. - 


“Joun HARLOWE., * 


/ After a very little deliberation, I refolved to confent | 
- to this condition. All I fear is, that Mr. Lovelace’s . 
" Intelligencer may inform him of it; and that his ap- 
*  prehenfions upon it may make him take fume defp2- 
’ rate refolution: Efpecially as now (having moretime | - 
given me, here) 1 think to write to him to fufpend - 
the interview he is poffibly fo fure of. Ifent down | 


the following to my uncle: 


Honoured Sir, 


Alithe’l fee not what end the propofed ‘condition 


can anfwer, I comply with it. I with I could - 
with every thing expected of me. If Imuft name © 
one, in whofe company I am to fee the gentleman, ~ 


and that one zet my mamma, whofe prefence I could: 


. With to be honoured by on the occafion, ‘let my un-. 


cle, if be. pleafes, be the perfon. 7 If I muft name the 
day (a long day, I doubt, will not be permitted me), 


let it be next Tuefday. The hour, four in the after- 
ternoon. The place, either the ivy-fummer-heufe, ~ 


or in the little parlour I ufed to be permitted to call 
mine. sae —— | 
Be pleafed, Sir, neverthelefs, to prevail upon my 


ymuamma — 
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/mamma to vouchfafe me her prefence on. the ecca- 
cafion.. Lam, Sir, 2 | 
_ Your ever-dutiful eee 
Doe CL, HARLOWE, 

A reply is juft fent me. . I thought it became. my 
averfenefs to this meeting,-to name a:diftant day: 
But I did not expect they would have comply’d. with 
it. So here is one week gain’d!—— This is it: . 


‘VV OU have done well to comply. We are will- 
ing to think the beft of every flight ‘inrftance of 
your duty. “Yet have you feem’d to corifider’ the 
‘day as an evil day, and fo put it far off. ‘This ne- 
-verthelefs is granted you, as no time need to be loft, 
if you are as gencrous after the day, as we are conde- 
{cending before it. Let me advife you, not to har- 
‘den you mind ; nor take up your refolution before- 
hand. Mr. Solmes has more awe, and even terror, 
vat the thoughts of fecing you, than you can have at 
. the thoughts of fecing him. His motive is Zeve ; tet 
“Hot yeurs be Hatred. My brother Antony will be 
prefent, in hopes you will deferve well of him, by 
behaving well to the friend of the family. See you 
ufe him as fuch. Your mamma had permiffion to be 
there, if fhe thought fit: But fays, fhe would not, for 
‘a thoufand pounds, unlefs you would encourage her 
_ beforchand, as fhe wifhes to be encouraged. One hint I 
_ am to give you, mean time. | It is this: To make a dif- 
creet ufe of your ‘pen and ink. Methinks a young 
creature of nicenefs fhould be lefs ready to write to 
one man, when fhe is defigned to be another’s. ~ 
_. This compliance, I hope, will produce greater ; 
_and then the peace of the family will be reftored : 


_ Which is what is heartily wifhed by SO 
ee | Your loving Uncle, 2 1 
Jorn Harrowe. 
- Unlefs it be to the purpofe our hearts are fet upon, 
you need not write again. o4 er 
This 


te oS Me bi 
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‘This man have more terror at feeing me, than I can 
baue-at feeing him !— How can that be? If he had 
half as much, he. would not with to fee me! — H1s 
motive’ Love : 1—Yes indced ! Love of himfelf!— He 


cm 


‘knows no other !—For Love, that deferves the name, 


feeks the fatisfaction of the beloved object, more than 


-its own! Weighediin this fcale, what ‘a is 


tion is this man guilty of! os 
Not, to take up my refalution beforeband! = . That 


ag oe goo late ! 


But I mult make a. ‘dift creet ufe of my pen. “That, 

J. doubt, as, they have managed it, in the ferife they 
mean. it, is.as much out of j my power, as thé other.” 

But t@ write to one man, when I am defi igned for 
‘ancther 1 What a fhocking expreffion is Thatt 

Repenting of my appointment with Mr. Lovelace, 

before I had this favour granted m¢, you may believe 


_A hefitated not a moment about revoking it now, that 
IT had gained fuch a refpite. Accordingly, I wrote, 
¢ That'l 

x intended: That the rifque Ifhould run of a “dif. 


found j jt inconveniént to meet him, as Thad 


‘ covery, and the mifchiefs that might flow from it, 
“ could not be juftified. by any ‘end that fuch a mect- 
i < ine could. anfwer: That I found one certain fer- 


6 tunity were. given ‘him, pes ee me, or a 


‘ to them: , That [ had not been tifed to a conduct fo 
‘ faulty, as to lay, myfelf at the mercy of fervants : 

¢ And was forry he had meafures to purfue, that made 
S fteps ccaaat le in his own opinion, whith, in mine, 
© were very culpable, and which’ no end could jutftify : 

“© That things drawing towards a crifis between me 
¢ and my friends, an interview could avail nothing ; 


S$ efpecially as the method by ‘which this correfpond- 


© ence 
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ence was carried on, was not fufpected, and -he 
* could write all that was in his mind to write: That 
© I expected to be at liberty. to judge of what was 
* proper and fit upon this occafion: Efpecially as he 
© might be affured, that I would fooner choofe death, 
“than Mr. Solmes” = — : 


| Tuefday Night. 

I HAVE depofited my letter to Mr. Lovelace. 
Threatening as things look againft me, ] am mich 
better pleafed with myfelf, than I was before. EF 
reckon he will be a little out of humour upon it, 


however. But as I referved to myfelf the liberty df | 


changing my mind ; and as it.is eafy for him to ima* 
gine there may be reafons for it within-doors, which 
he cannot judge of without; and I have fuggefted to 
him fome of them; I fhould think it ftrange, if he 
acquiefces not, on this occafion, with a chearfulnefs, 
which may fhew me, that his laft letter is the genuine 

roduct of his heart: For if he be really fo much 

oncerned at his paft faults, as he pretends, and has 
for fome time pretended, muft he not, of courfe, have 
corrected, in fome degree, the palauaea of his tem- 
per? The firft ftep to reformation, as 1 conceive, is 
to fubdue fudden gufts of paffion, from which fre- 
quently the as | evils arife, and to learn to bear 
difappointments. If the irafcible paffions cannot be 
overcome, what opinion fhall one have of the perfon’s 
power over thofe to which bad habit, joined to greater 
temptation, gives ftronger force ? | 

Pray, my dear, be fo kind, as to make inquiry b 

fome fafe hand, after the difguifes Mr. Lovelace af- 
fumes at the inn he puts up at in the poor village of 
Neale, he calls it. If it be the fame I take it to be, 
I never knew it was confiderable enough ‘to have a 
name ;_ nor that it has an inn in it. 


As he muft be much there, to be fo conftantly near 


us, I would be glad to have fome account of his be- 
. g z ° in wt -@ ea 1 ah . - 
| = ao ee haviour > 


‘oblige more than ever it de 
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haviour; and what the people think of him. In fuch 
a length ‘of time, he muft give fcandal, or hope of 
feformation. Pray, my dear, Rumour me, _in this 
inquiry’: I havé reafons for it, ‘which you fhall be’ ace 
quainted-with another: time, if’ the refult of ithe i in- 
quiry difcover them hot. 


- a. ET. ae E.R. XIX. 
Af Chanrssa Hartowe, T Mifs Hows. 


: - Wadusfilay Morning, Nine v’ Clotk: 

A AM Suft? return’d from tmy.morning watk; and 

already have ‘received a letter from Mr. Lovelace 
in anfwer to mine depéfited laft night. He inuft Have 
had pen, ink, and paper, with him ; for it was writ- 
ten in the coppice; with this circumfatice’ ‘On one 
‘knee; “kneeling with the other. Not from reverence 
to’ the written-to, however,” as you'll find. : 

.. Well are we inftrudted early to ‘keep this’ fex at a 
fiftance. ‘An aheencies open “Heart, where it’ ig 
loth to difoblige, is eafil ia! drawn’ an, ‘I ‘fee, to, 

igned. “It is'too apt to 

govern itfelf by what a bold fpirit i Is ‘encouraged ta. 

pee of it.” It is very difficult for a good-natured, 

young perfon to > give a negative where it difefteems 
HOt. an 

- One’s heart may harden and contraet, as ‘one gaing 
eRe dnd when we have fmarted perhaps for, 


our eafy folly: And fo it ought, or it would be upon 


¥ery unequal terms with the world. 
- Excufe thefe grave reflections. This man has vex’d 


Ine fieartily..” I fee his gentlenefs was art; fiercenefss 
_and a temper like-what IT have been too much ufed ta 


at home; are nd@tzre in him. ~In the-mind I am in, 
nothing fhall ever make me forgive him, fince there 
can be no good’ reafon for his impatience on an ex- 
_peétation given with referve,- and -abfolutely at 

cable. 
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cable. J fo much to fuffer thro’? him; yet, to be 
treated as if I were obliged to bear infults from him !- 
But here you will be pleafed to read his letter; 
which Ifhallinclofe 2 
- To MifsCrarissa HARLQOWE. _.. 
Good God! — | wean ange oe 
HAT is now to become of .me!—~ How hall I 
¥. fupport this difappointment !— No new caufe! 
--QOn one knee, kneeling with the other, I write !— 
My feet benumbed with midnight wanderings thro’ 
the heavieft dews, that. ever, fell: My-wig.and my 
linen dripping with the hoar-froft diflolving. on them! 
—Day but juft breaking—Sun not rifen to exhale— 
May it never rife again !—Unlefs it bring healing and 
comfort to a benighted foul 1 -—- In proportion to the 
joy you had infpired (ever lovely promifer !), -in fuch 
proportion: is my: anguifh ! — 7 ae 
And are things drawing towards a crifis between -your 
Jriends and you ? — Is not this a reafon for -me to éx- 
pect, the rather to expeQ, the promifed interview ? 
Can IL write all that is in-my mind, {ay yout— 
Impoffible !~— Not the hundredth part of what is in 
my mind, and in my apprehenfion, can I write ! 

O the wavering, the changeable fex!— But can 
Mifs Clariffla Harlowe— . | | - 
_ Forgive me, Madam !—I know not what I write ! 
—Yet, I muft, Ido, infift upon your promife—Qr 
that you will condefcend to find better excufes for the 
failure— Or convince me, that ftronger reafons are 
impofed upon you, than thofe you offer—A promife 
once given; upon deliberation given! —~ the promife-ed 
only can difpenfe with ; — or fome very apparent ne- 
ceflity impofed upon the promife-er, which leaves no 

power to perform it. 


The firft promife you ever made me! Life and 
° Death, 


' 


oe 


ee 
= 
~ 


a4 
= 
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* Death, perhaps, depending upon it— My heart de- 


: fponding from the barbarous methods refolved to be 
‘taken with you, in malice to me! ~ 


You would fooner choofe death than Solmes (How my 
foul fpurns the competition !) O my beloved creature, 
what are thefe but words / — Whofe words ?—— Sweet 
and ever-adorable—W hat ?——Promife-breaker—muft 


I call you ?— How fhall I believe the affeveration 
*. (your fuppofed Duty in the queftion! Perfecution fo: 
‘flaming | Hatred to me fo ftrongly avow’d !) after 
+ this inftance of your fo Eighty ree with ba 


promife ! 
Tf, ‘my deareft life! you would. prevent: my dif 


“ traction, ‘or, at leaft diftraéted confequences,. renew 


~~. 
ei 


: know 


. 


a 


the promifed hope! — a fate is indeed. pen its 


‘ ertfis. 


Forgive me; deireh creature, foarive me! ! oJ 

j have written in too much anguifh of mind | 
—Writing this, in the fame moment: that:the juft- 
dawning Tight. has’ imparted to me the ata Gifs, 


: appointment ! 


I dare not re-perufe what I aves written. —I wap ; 


3 depofite it— It may ferve to fhew you my diftracted 


apprehenfions, that This difappointment is but a pre- 
jude to the greateft of All.—— Nor, having herc,: any 


; other paper, am I able to write again, if 1 would, on 


this gloomy fpot. Gloomy is my fouls; and all na- 


; ture round me partakesof my gloom !— Itruft it, 


therefore, to your goodnefs! If its fervor excites your 
difpleafure, rather than your pity, you wrong my 
paffion ; and I fhall be ready to apprehend, that I am 


intended to be-the facrifice: of more mifcreants than. 
| one !—Have patience with me, deareft creature | —I 


mean Solmes, and your Brother only—But, if, exert- 
ing your -ufual generofity, you will. excufe and ‘re- 
appoint, may That God, whom you profefs to ferve, 


‘, and who is the God of Truth and of Promifes, protect 
and 
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and blefs you, for both; and for reftoring to Him. ° 


_ felf, and to Hope, 
Your ever-adoring, yet 


TaCavern in he alg epnding 
jut breaking. LovEvace! 


This is the Anfwer I fhall return. 
Wednefday Morning, 


I AM amazed, Sir, at the freedom of your te- 


proaches. Preffed and teazed, againft convenience 
and inclination, to gjve you a private meeting, am 
J to be thus challeng’d and upbraided, and my Sex 
reflected upon, becaufe I thought it prudent to change 
my mind ‘— A liberty I had referved to myfelf, when 
I made the appointment, as you call it. I wanted not 
inftances of your impatient fpirit to other people: 
yet may it be happy for me, that I have this new 


one; which fhews, that you-can as little fpare ms, - 


when I purfue the dictates of my own reafon, as you 
do others, for acting up to theirs. ‘I'wo motives you 
muft be governed by in this excefs. The one my 
eafine/s; the other your cwn prefumption. Since you 
think you have found out the fir/f, and have fhewn 
fo much of the /a/? upon it, I am too much alarmed, 
not to wifh and defire, that your letter of this day 


‘may conclude all the trouble you have had from, or 


for, 
Your humble Servant, 
Cr. HARLowE, 


I BELIEVE, my dear, I may promife myfelf your 
approbation, whenever I write or {peak with fpirit, be 
it to whom it will. Indeed, I find but too much rea- 
fon to exert it, fince I have to deal with people, who 
meafure their conduct to me, not by what is fit or 
decent, right or wrong, but by what they think my 

. temper 


a 


BO RS er ae 
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~ temper will bear. I have, till very lately, been praifed 
for mine; but it has always been by thofe who never 
, Qave me opportunity to return. the compliment te_ 
' themfelves: Some people have acted, as if they 
+ thought forbearance on one fide abfolutely neceflary. 
~ for.them and me, to be upon good terms together ; 
and in this cafe have ever taken care rather to owe 
_ that obligation than to /ay it. You have hinted to_ 
“me, that refentment is not natural te my temper, and 
» that therefore it muft foon fubfide. , It may be fo, 
.. With refpe& to my relations: But not te Mr, Love- 
“dace, Taffure you. ~ 3 % : 


| _ Wednefday Noon, March 29. 
~~ We cannot always anfwer for what we can doz 
~ But to convince you, that I can keep my above. re- 
~ folution, with regard to This Lovelace, angry:as my 
etter is, and three hours as it is fince it was written, 
- | affure you, that I tepent it not, nor will foften it, 
altho’ I find it is not taken away. And yet I hardly 
ever before did any-thing in anger, that did not re- 
pent in half an hour; and queftion, myfelf in /e/s than. 
“ that time, whether I was right or wrong. 

* In this refpite till Tuefday, I have a little time to. 
“look about me, as I may fay, and confider of what I 
have to do, and can do. And Mr. Lovelace’s in- 
- folence will make me go very-home with myfelf. Not 
: that I think I can conquer my averfion to Mr. Solmes. 
* Tam fureI cannot. But, if I abfolutely break with 
Mr. Lovelace, and give my friends convincing proofs 
of it, who knows but they will reftore me to their 
favour, and let their views in relation to the other. 
man go off by degrees ?— Or, at leaft, that I may 
be fafe till my coufin Morden arrives: To whom, [ 
think, I will write ; and the rather, as. Mr. Lovelace 
has affured me, that my friends have written to him 
to make good their fide of the queftion. 

But, with all my courage, Iam exceedingly ap- 

Von IL G: prehenfive — 


¥22 TheeHistory of 

prchenfive about Tuefday next, and about what may 
refult from my ftedfaftnefs; for ftedfaft I am fure J 
fhall be. ‘They are refolved, I am told, to try every 
fneans to induce me to comply with what they are 
determin’d upon. Iam refolved to do the like, to 
avoid what they would force me to do, A dreadful 
contention between parents and child !~— Each hope- 
ing to leave the other without excufe, whatever the 
confequence may be. _ 

What candi do? Advife me, my dear! Something 
is ftrangely wrong fomewhere! to make parents, the 
moft indilleene till now, feem cruel ia a child’s eyes 
and a daughter, till within thefe few weeks, thought 
unexcéptionably dutiful, appear, in their judgment, 
a: rebel! --O my ambitious and violent brother ! — 
What may he have to anfwer for to both !— 

-- Be pleafed to remember, my dear, that your laft 
favour was dated on Saturday, This is Wednefday ; 
And none of mine have been taken away fince. 
Don’t let me want your advice. My fituation is ex- 
tremely difficult.—But J am fure you love me ftill: 
And not the tefs on that account, Adieu, my be- 
loved friend, : 


Ci, HARLowE, 


LETTER Xx. 
Mifs Howr, To Mifs Crarissa HARLOWE. 


| Ihurfday Morning, Day-break, March 40. 
N accident has occafioned my remifinefs, as, till 

*% you know it, you may juftly think my filence. 
_My mamma was fent ‘for on Sunday night, with 
the utmoft earneftnefs, by her coufin Larkin, whom 

J mentioned in one of my former. | 

This poor woman was always afraid of Death, and 
was one of thofe weak perfons who imagine that the 
| making 
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thaking of their Wil muft bean undoubted fore- 
runner of it. : and oe 

She had always faid, when urged to the neceflary 
‘work, That whenever fhe made it, fhe fliould ‘not 
live long after; and, one would think, meine fhe 
was under an obligation to prove her words: For, 
tho’ fhe thad been long bed-rid, and wes, ‘in a man- 
her, ‘worn out before, yet fhe thought herfelf better, 
till fhe was perfuaded to make it: And from that 
moment, remembering what fhe ufed to: prognofticate 
(her fears helping on what fhe feared, as is often the 
‘cafe, particularly in the Small-Pox), grew worfe; and 
had it in her head once to burr her Will, in hopes to 
‘grow better upon it. 7 | 
- She fent my mamma word, That the Do€tors had 
‘given her over: But that fhe could not die till fhe 
faw her. I told my mamma, That if fhe with’d her 
achance for recovery, fhe fhould not, for that reafon, 
go. But go fhe would; and, what was worfe, 
would.make me go with her; and that, at an hour’s 
warning [Had there been more: time for argumenta- 


tion, to be fure [ had not gone ! J for ‘the faid nothing 


of it to me, till fhe was rifing im the morning early, 


.. efolving to return at night. So that there was a kind 


of neceflity, that my preparation to obey her, fhould, 
in a manner, accompany her ecommand.—A com- 
mand fo much out of the way, on fach a folemn oc- 
cafion ! And this I reprefented——But to no purpofe : 
—— There never was fuch a contradi@ing girl in the 
world— My wifdom always made her a fool !— But 
fhe would be obliged this time, proper or improper. — 

Ihave but one way of accounting for this fudden 
whim of my mamma—She had a mind to accept of 
Mr. Hickman’s offer to efcorte her: —~ And I verily 
believe [I with I were quite fure of it] had a mind to 
oblige him with my company— as far as I know, to 
keep me out of wor/e. 

For, would you believe it? — As fure as you are 

G 2 alive, 
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alive, fhe is afraid for her favourite Hickman, bes 
caufe of the long vifit your Lovelace, tho’ fo much 
by accident, made mein her abfence, laft time fhe 
Was at the fame place. I hope, niy dear, you are. 
not jealous too. But, indeed, I now and then, when 
fhe teazes me with praifes which Hickman cannot 
deferve, in return, fall to praifing thofe qualities and 
fonalities in Lovelace, which the other never will 
ae Indeed I do love: to teaze-a little bit, that 
en mamma’s girl! —] had like to have. 


_ As you know fhe is as paflionate, as I am pert, 
you will not wonder to be told, that we generally 
fall out on thefe occafions: She flies from:me, at the 
long run: It would be undutiful in me to leave 
her firf? — And then I get an opportunity to purfue 
our corre/pondence. - oS 
For, now I am rambling, let me tell you, that fhe 

does not much favour that 3 — far two reafons, I be-— 
lieve ; One, that I don’t fhew her all that paffes be- 
tween us; the other, That fhe thinks I harden your 
mind againft your duty, as it is called 5-and- with ber, 
fer a reafon at home, as I have hinted more than 
once, parents cannot de wrong ; children cannot op- 
pofe, and be right. This obliges me now-and-then 
to fieal an hour, as J] may fay, and not let her know 
howl amemploy’d © - _ 

_ You may guefs from what I have written, how 
averfe I was.to comply with this ftretch of motherly 
authority, made fo much. againft rhyme and reafon. 
— But it came to be a te/? of duty; fo I was obliged - 
to yield, tho’ with a full perfuafion of being in the | 
right. . ae 

“I have always your reproofs upon thefe occafions : 
In your late letters ftronger than ever. A good rea- 
fon why, you'll fay, Becaufe more deferved than ever. 
I thank you kindly for your correction. I hope to 
make cor-rection of it~- But let me tell you, that 


yOur 


Se Ft m™ be. 


" Mes Clariffa Hatlowe. = 149 


your firipes,; whether deferved or not, have made me 


fenfible deeper than the fkin —~ But of this another’ 
time. e | = 2 

It was Monday afternoon before we’ reached the’ 
old gentlewoman’s.. That ‘fiddling, parading fellow, 
you know who I-mean, made us wait for him twa’ 
hours (arid I'té-go:a journey I difliked !) only for the 
fake of having_a little more tawdry upon his houfings 5° 
which he had hurry’d his faddler to put on, to'make 


him look fine,- being to efcorte his dear Madam Howe, : 


and her fair daughter.—I told him,- that I fuppofed- 
he was afraid, that the double folemnity in the cafe,- 
that: of .the-vifit :to a dying woman, .and: that of his: 
own countenance, would give him the appearance of: 
an undertaker ;. to avoid whith, he ran into as bad- 
an extreme, and-I doubted:.would be taken for a 
mountebank. - 7 oo e 

. The man wasconfounded. He-took it as-ftrongly,- 
as if his-confcience gave affent te the juftice of the 
remark.— Otherwife, he would have borne it better: 

or he is ufed enough to this fort‘of treatment. I 
thought he would have cry’d. . I-have heretofore ob-- 


-ferved, .that-on this fide of: the-contraé&t, he-féems to’ 


be a mighty meek fort of creature And ‘tho’ I. . 
fhould like. it in him dereafter, perhaps, yet I can’t 
help defpiling him a little in my heart for it: sow. 1 
believe, my dear, we all love your bluftering fellows’ 
heft ;. could we but direét the: blufter, .and bid it roar’ 
when, and at whom, we pleafed.. a 

Lhe - poor: man looked at my mamma. She was* 
fo angry [My.airs upon it, .and my oppofition to the? 
journey, having all helped], .that for half the way fhe 
would not fpeak to me.- And when fhe did, it was,’ 
I wifh Ihad not brought you !—You know not what! 
it is to condefcend. It is my fault, not Ar. Hick- 
man’s, that you are here, fo much againft your will:- 
=—Have you no eyes for this fide of the chariot ? 

_ And then he far’d the better from er, as he always: 
ee, G 3 does, 
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does, for faring worfe from me: For theve-was, how 
do you mew, Sis*? And how do you sa, Mr. Hick- 
man?! as he ambled now on this fide of the chariot, 
now on that, feeling a prim look atime ; her head. 
half out of the.chariot, kindly fmiling as.if marry’d 
to the. man.but.a fostnight herfelf: While I always 
faw fomething to divert myfelf, om the fide of the 
chariot where the honeft man was not, were it but 
old Robin at a diftance, on his Roan Keffel. 

Our courtfhip-days, they fay, are our beft days.- 
Favour deftreys courtthip. . Diftance intresfes it. 
its eflence is diflance. And to fee how familiar thefe 
mien-wretches grow upen a fmile, what an-awe they 
are firuck into when one frowns! Who would not 
make them fland eff ? Who would sot enjoy a power, 
that is to-be fo fhort-lived? | | 
. Don’t chide me one bit for this, my dear. It is. 
in nature,- i cat help it: Nay, fer that matter, L 
love it, and with not to help it. So fpare your pra- 
vity, I-befeech you on this. fubje@. I fet not up for 
perfect .character.. The man will bear it. And what 
need you care ?- My mamma over- balances all he fuf- 
fers: And if he thinks himfelf unhappy, he ought 
never-to be otherwife. es 
_ «chen, ¢did he net deferve a ft of the fullens, think 
you, te make us lofe our dinner, for his parade, fince 
in Jo fhort a journey one would not bait; and lofe the 
Opportunity of coming back: that night,. had the old 
gentlewoman’s condition permitted it? To fay no= 
thing of beiag the caufe, that my mamma was in the 
giout with her poor daughter al}-the way. a 

.rAt our alighting I gave him another dab; but it 
was:but a littl one.. Yet the manner, and the air, 
made up (as I intended they fhould) for that defeét. 
My mamma’s hand was kindly put into his, with a. 
Simpering altogether bridal ; and with another, How 
do you. now, Sir? — All his plump mufcles were in 
motion, and a double charge of care and sa 
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fiefs fidgetted up his whole form, when he offer’d to 
me his officious . My mamma, when I was 2: 
girl, always bid me hold up my head. I juft then 
remember'd her commands, and was dutiful: I ne-. 
“ver held up my head fo high. With an averted fu- 

ercilious eye, and a rejecting hand, half-flourifhing— 
i have no-need of help, Sir !—-You are in my way. ” ° 

He ran back, as if on wheels; with a face excef- 
fively mortify’d: Thad thoughts elfe to have follow’d 
the too gentle touch, with a declaration, that I had_ 
as many hands and feet as himfelf: But this would § 
have been telling him a piece of news, as to the latter, 
that I hope, he had not the prefumption to guefs at. 

‘We found the poor woman, as we thought, at the 
laft gafp.. Had we come fooner, we could not have 
got away, a8 we intended, that night. You fee I am 

or excufing the man all E can; and yet, I affure you, 
T have not {Q much as a conditional Irking to him. 
My mamma fat up moft part of the night, expecting 
every hour would have been her poor coufin’s laft. 
I bore her company till twe- 

I never faw the approaches of death in a growa 
perfon befoye ; and was extremely fhock’d. — Death, 
to one in health, ts a vesy terrible thing. We pity 
the perfon for what fae fuffers: And we pity ourt 
felves for what we muft fome time henee, in like fort, 
fuffer ; and fo are doubly affetked. — ’ 

She held out till Tuefday merning, eleven; and 
having told my mamma, that fhe had left her an exe 
cutrix, and her and me rings and mourning; we 
were employ’d all that day, in matters of the Will; 
[By which my coufin Jenny Fynnett is handfomelj 
provided for] ; fo that it wasWednefday morning carly, 
before we fet out en our return. — rn 
_ It is true, we got. home (having no houfings to 


_ flay for) by noon’: But Asie fent Robin away be- 


4 fore 
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fore he alitt ; and he brought me back a whole packet, 
down to the fame Wednefday noon; yet was I really 
fo fatigued (and fhock’d, as I muft own, at the hard 
death of the old gentlewoman) ; my mamma likewife 
[who has no reafon to diflike this world] being in- 
difpofed from the fame occafion ; that I could not fet 
about writing, time enough, for Robin’s return that 
night. , | 

But having recruited my {pirits, my mamma hay- 
ang alfo had a good night, I arofe with the dawn, to 
write this, and get it difpatched time ee for your 
breakfaft-airing ; that your fufpenfe may be as fhert 


as pofable. 


_I wixt foon follow This with another. I will 
employ a perfon dire€tly to find out how Lovelace 
behaves himfelf at his inn. Such a bufy fpirit muft 
be traceable. : : 7 

But, perhaps, my dear, you are indifferent now 
about him, or his employments ;, for this requeft was 
‘made before he mortally offended you. Neverthe- 
lefs, I will have inquiry made. The refult, it .is 
very probable, will be of ufe to confirm you in your 
'prefent unforgiving temper. — And yet, if the poor 
man [Shall I pity him for you, my dear ?] fhould be 
depriv’d of the greateft bleffing any man on earth can 
receive, and which he has the prefumption, with fo little 
merit, to afpire to; he will have run great rifques ; 


caught great colds; hazarded fevers; fuftained the 


higheft indignities ; brav’d the inclemencies of fkies, 
and all for—nothing ! — Will not this move your ge- 
nerofity (if nothing elfe) in his favour? — Poor Mr. 
Lovelace !— | | 

I would occafion no throb; nor half-throb; no 
flath of fenfibility, like lightning darting in, and as 
foon fupprefs’d, by a difcretion that no one of the 
Sex ever before could give fuch an example of — I 


would . 


: 43 be t2 : af 
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would not, I fay ; and yet, for a. trial of yeti to your 


felf, rather than as an impertinent overflow of raillery_ 

In your friend, as money-takers try a fufpécted 
inea by the /ound, let me, on fuch a fuppofition, 

und you, by repeating, Poor Mr. Lovelace!—- 


_And now, my dear, how is it with you? How do 
you now, as my mamma fays to Mr. Hickman, - 
when her pert. daughter has made him look for- 


rowful? eee 
o - . ae ae es ee ee ae pene 


—— Thiirfday Morning. - 
wil ‘now take fome notice of your laft favour . 
- But being fo far behind-hand with you, muft'be. . 
bicek = : With you, muit 


. fret a ae 
In the firft place, as to’ your reproofs, thus fhall I ' 
difcharge myfelf of that part of my fubject:. Is ie, 
likely, think you, that I fhould avoid deferving them. : 
now-and-then, occafionally, when I admire the man-, 
ner in which’ you give me your rebukes, and love you + 
the better for them ? And. when you are fo well ign. 
titled to ave them? For what faults cat you pofiibly, 
have, unlefs your relations are fo kind as to ‘Gn OU. 
a few to keep ‘their many in countenance ? — But,,- 
hey are as kind to ‘me in This, as to you; for. I, 
may venture to affirm, ‘That any one who fhould . 
read your letters, and would fay, you were right, - 
would not, on reading mize, condemn me for be=.- 
ing guste wrong. | ae tle 
our refolution, not to leave your father’s houfe, 
is: right — if you can ftay in it, and avoid being - 
Solmes’s wifes = = a oe ee ee 
I think you anfwer’d Solmes’s letter, as J fhould 
have anfwer’d it—Will you not compliment me and, ' 
yourfelf at-once ; by faying, that That was'right? — 
| en © 2: ~ Yous 


a 
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_« You have,’ in your letters to your uncle, and the 
, ¥eft, done all that you ought todo. You are wholly 
guitlefs of the confequence, be it what it will. To 
offer to give up your eftate!— That would not & 
‘have done! — You fee, this offer ftagger’d them? 
They took time to confider of it: Thy made my 
“heart ake in the time they took: I was afraid they 
would have taken you at your word: And fo, but 
for fhame, and for fear of Lovelace, I dare fay, they 
- would.— You are too noble by half for them. This, 
I repeat,. is an-offer-I would net have made. Let me 
beg of you, my dear, never to repeat the temptation 
tothem. is 
- | freely‘own to you, that their ufage of you upon it, 
_ and Lovelace’s different behaviour in his letter received 
dt the ‘fainé timie, would have made me his, paft re- 
_demption. - The duce take the man, I was going. to 
fay, for not having had fo much regard te his, cha-’ 
iradtér and morals, as would have intirely juftify’d 
fach’a ftep in 4 Clariffa Harkwe, perfecuted as fhe is! 
—T wonder riot at your appointment with him. | 
, a touch upon fome part of this fubject by-. 
and-by,° 0 Rar ee 2 es eee 
. ‘Pray, pray, I pray you now, my dearéft, friend,. 
contrive to fend your Betty Barnes to me !+—- Does 
the 'Coventry-aét extend to women, know ye?— 
"The leaft “would do, fhould be, to fend her home: 
awell foufed in, and diagged thro’, our deepeft horfe- 
‘pond’ I'll engage, if‘ get her hither, that fhe thal}. 
‘keép thé anniverfary of her deliverance as long as fhe 
ves ve ce ate | a ae 
I wonder not at Lovelace’s faucy anfwer, fauey 
- ds it really ‘ts. “If he Ioves you'as’he ought, he muft. 
‘be vex’d at fo Great ‘a difappointment. The man mut 
- Have been a deteftable hypocrite, I think, had he not 
“fhewn his vexation, ‘Your expectations of fuch a. 
‘Chriftian command of temper in him, in a difap-- 
pouutment Of this nature cfpeeially, aré too early, bye 
er + ip ome almo 
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almoft half a century, in a man of his conftitution. 
But, neverthelefs, I am very far from blaming yau 
for your refentment. | | 
I fhall be all impatience to know hew this matter 
ends between you and him. But a few inches af 
brick-wall between you fo lately ; and naw fuch 
mountains !— And yoy think to hald it!— May 
You fee the temper he fhew’d in his preecding 


letter was not xqtural to him, you fay. And did 


you before think it was? Infolent creepers and in- 
finuators ! Inch-allow’d, ell-taking in¢ereachers |— 
This very Hickman, I make no doubt, will be as 
faucy as your Lovelace, if evey he dare. He has 
not half the arrogant bravery of the other, and can 
better hide his horns ; that’s:all.. But whenever he 
shas the power, depend upon it, he will daft at one 
as valiantly as the other. — | 

If ever { thould be perfuaded to have him, J hall 
watch haw the imperative Husband comes upon him; 
how the obfequious Laver goes off; in fhort, how he 
afcends, and how I defend, in the matrimonial wheel, 
never to take my turn again, but by fits and ftarts,- 
Jike the feeble ftruggles of 4 finking ftate for is dying. 
liberty. a Ss : 

All good-natured men are paffionate, fays Mr. Lovee. 
Jace. A pretty plea to a beloved obje€ in the pleni- 
tude of her power! As much as to fay, Greatly as 


. J value you, Madam, I will not take pains to curb 


my paffions to oblige you.u— Methinks, | fhonld be 


glad to hear from Mr. Hickman fuch a plea for good- 


fiature as this! ©. 
_ Indeed, we are too apt to make allowances for 


“Yuch tempers as cerly indulgence has made uncon-. 


troulable; and therefore habitually evi]. But if a 
boiftrous temper, when under ebjigation, is to.be 
thus allowed for, what, when the tables are turned, 


will it expect? You know a husband, who, I fancy, 
* G 6 had - 
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had fome of thefe early allowances made for him : 
And you fee, that neither himfelf, nor any-body elfe, 
is the happier for it ! | | 

The fuiting of the tempers of two perfons who are 
to come together, is a great matter: And yet there 
fhould be boundaries fixed between them, by confent, 
as it were, beyond which neither fhould go: And 
each fhould hold the other to it; or there would pro- 
bably be incroachments in both. If the boundaries of 
the ‘Three Eftates that conftitute our Political Union 
‘were not known, and occafionally aflerted, . what 
would become of each? The two branches of the 
Legiflature would incroach upon each other ; and the 
‘Executive power would fwallow up both. 

Sie two perfons of difcretion, you’ll fay,-come to- 
‘ther— , 

‘Ay, my dear, that’s true: But, if none but per- 
‘fons of difcretion were to marry— And would it not 
furprife you if I were to advance, that the perfons of 
difcretion are generally fingle?— Such perfons are apt 
to confider too much, to refolve.—Are not you and 
I complimented as fuch?— And would either of us 
marry, if the fellows, and our friends, would let us 
alone? : 

. But to,the former point ;—Had Lovelace made his 
addrefles to me (unlefs, indeed, .I had been taken 


-with a liking for him more than conditional), I would — 


have forbid him, upon the firft pa/fionate inftance of 
his good-nature, as he calls it, ever to fee me more : 
«Thou muft bear with me, honeft friend, might I 
“have faid (had I condefcended to fay any thing to 
‘ him), an hundred times more than This :—Begone, 
“ therefore ;— I bear with no paffions that are predo- 
* minant to That'thou haft pretended for. me.’ | 
But to one of your mild and gentle temper, it 
would be all one, were you marry’d, whether the 
man be a Lovelace or a Hickman in his fpirit.— You 
are fo obediently principled, that perhaps you ee 
ig. as ; ; ave 


ee 
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71 + Jhave told a mild man, that he muft not mtreat, but 
- command; and that it was beneath him not to exact 
from you the obedience you had fo folemnly vow’d 
> to him at the altar.— I know of old, my dear, your 
:. meek regard to that little piddling part of the mars‘ 
3 Yiage-vow, which fome prerogative-monger foifted’ 
. - into the office, to make That a duty, which he knew 
t ‘was not aright. | =e aaa 
Z Our way of training-up, you fay, makes us need’ 
2 the protedtion of the brave: Very true: And how-ex-' 
| tremely brave and gallant is it, that this brave man” 
1 will free us from all infults, but Thofe which will go’ 
>  neareft to us; that is to fay, Hisown! — '° - °°! 
How artfully has Lovelace, in the: abftra&t-you' 
2 give mie of one of his letters, calculated to your me- 
ridian ; Generous /pirits hate compulfion !— He is cer= 
tainly a deeper creature by much than once we thought 
him. He knows, as you intimate, that his own wild | 
pranks cannot be concealed ; and fo owns juft enough » 
« to palliate (becaufe it teaches you not: to be. furprifed 2 
4; at) any new one, that may come to your ears’: and | 
then, truly, he is (however spel a mighty zngee ' 
muous man; and by no means an hypocrite: A cha - 
_yaéter, when found out, the moft odious of all others, '° 
to our fex, in the other; were it only becaufe it 
teaches us to doubt the juftice of the praifes fuch-a * 
2 Man gives us, when we are willing to believe them “ 
» tobe our due. | : a ae 
By means of this fuppofed ingenuity, Lovelace ob= ’ 
. tains a praife, inftead of a merited -difpraife; and, like © 
, an abfolved confeffionaire, wipes off, as he goes along, — 
_ one fcore, to begin another: For an eye favourable ta — 
him will not magnify his faults ; nor will a woman,’ 
willing to hope the bef?, forbear to impute to ill-will 
and prejudice all that charity can make fo imputable. 
. And if fhe even give credit to fuch of the unfavour- * 
;, able imputations, as may be too flagrant to be doubt- * 
ed; fhe will be very apt to take in the Alii fe “n 
| - 7 whic 
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which he inculcates, and which to queftion would be 
to queftion her awn power, and perhaps merit: And 
thus may a woman be inclined to make a fight, or 
evena fancied, virtue atone for the moft glaring vice. 

I have a reafon, a new one, for this preachment 
upon a text you have given me. But, till I am better 
inform’d, I will not explain myfelf. If it come out, 
as I fhrewdly fufpect it will, the. man, my dear, is a- 
devil ; and you muft rather think of -—~ I proteft I 
had like to have faid-—Salmes, than him. — 
~ But let Fhis be as it will, fhall I tell you, how, 
after all his offences, he may creep in with you again? 

I will.— Thus then: It is but to claim for him- 
felf the good-natur’d charafter: And This, granted, 
will blot out the fault of paffonate infolence: And fo 
he will have nothing to do, but This hour to accu- 
ftom you to infult; the Next, to bring you to forgive 
him, upon his fubmiffion; The esau ate will be, 
that he will, by this fee-faw teazing, break your re- 
fentment all to pieces: And then, a little more of the 
infule, and a little 2e/s of the fubmiffion, on his part, 
will go down, till nothing elfe but the fir? will be 
feen, and not a bit of the fecond: You will then be 
afraid to provoke fo offenfive a fpirit ; and at laft will 
be brought fo prettily, and fo audibly, to pronounce 
the litrle reptile word Oxey, that it will do one’s 
heart good to hear you.. The A4ufcovite wife takes 
place of the managed miftrefs.— And, if you doubt 
the progreffion, be pleafed, my dear, to take your 
mamma’s judgment upon it. 7 

But no more of This juft now. Your ftory is be- 
come too arduous to dwell upon thefe fort of topjcs. 
find yet this is but an affeé?ed levity with me. My 
heart, as I have heretofore faid, is a fincere fharer in 
all your diftreffes. My funfhine darts but thro’ a 
drizly cloud. My eye, were you to fee it, when it 
feems to you fo gladden’d, as you mention in a for- 
met, is more than ready to overflow, even at the 
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wery paflages, perhaps, upon’ which you impute to 
me the minh of exultation. | 

But now the urtheard of cruelty and perverfenefs 
of fome of your friends [ Relations, I fhould fay ; lam 
always blundering thus !}; the as ftrange determined- 
nefs of others; your prefent quarrel with Lovelace ; 
and your approaching intervlew with Solincs, from 
which you are right to appreltend a great deal ; are 
fuch confiderable circumftances in your ftory, that it 
is fit they fhould ingrofs all my attention. 

_ You afk me to advife you how to behave spor? 
Solmes’s vifit. 1 cannot for my life. I know they 
expect a great deal from it: You had not elfe had 
your long day comply’d with. All I will fay is, That 
If Solmes cannot be prevailed for, now, that Love- 
lace has’fo much offended you, he neyer'will. Wher 
the interview is over, I doubt not but that J thalk 
have redfon to ‘fay, that Alt you did, that All you 
faid, was right, and’ could not be better: Yet, if F 
don’t think fo, I won’t fay fo; that I promife you. . 

~ Only, let'me advife you, to pull up a fyirit, even! 
to your uncle, if there be occafton. Refent the vile’ 
and’ foolifh treatment’ you meet with, in which he 
has taken fo large a fhare, and make him afham’d of 
if, if you ‘can. | | i a 

I know not, upon recofle&tion, but This interview, 
may be.a good thing for you, however defign’d. . For 
when Solmes fees (if that is toe fo), that it is im- 
‘poffible he fhould fucceed with you ;. and your rela- 
tions fee it tog; the one muft, I think, recede, and 
the other come to terms with you ; upon offers, that 
it jg my-opinion, ‘will go hard enough with you to 
oy with, when the 7: harder are difpenfed 
with, | . sae 
There are feveral paffages in your laft letters, as 
well asin your former, which authorize me to fay 
This. But it would be unfeafonable to touch-this: 
fubjeét further juft now. _ en ad 
a | But, 
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_ But, upon the whole, I have no patience to fee 
you thus made the fport of your brother’s and fifter’s 
cruelty: For what, -after ‘fo much fteadinefs on your 
part, in fo many trials, can be their hope? | 

I approve of your intention to fend out of their 
reach all the letters and papers you. would not have 


them fee. Methinks, I would wifh you to depofite. 


likewile a parcel of cloaths, linen, &c. before your 
interview with Solmes;. left you fhould not have an 


opportunity for it. afterwards. Robin. fhall fetch it: 


away on the firft orders, by day or by night. . 


I am in hopes to procure from my mamma,. if: 


things come to: extremity, leave for you to: be. pri-- 


vately with. us. . 


_ J will condition to.be good-humour’d, and even” 
_ kind, to HER favourite, if fhe will fhew me an in-.- 


dulgence, that fhall make me -ferviceable:to Mine. . 


It has been a good while in my head... But-I cannot. 
promife that I fhall fucceed in . me 
Don’t abfolutely defpair, however, my.dear. ‘Your 


or 


quarrel with Lovelace may be a help to it. . And the - 


offers you made, in your anfwer to your-uncle Har-: 


lowe’s letter of Sunday night laft, may be another. . 


E depend upon your forgivenefs of all ‘the, perhaps - 
unfeafonable, flippancies of your naturally. too lively, - 


yet moft fincerely fympathizing, 


LETTER XXL. 
. Mifs CLarissA Harrowe, Zo Mifs Howse. - 
| Friday, March 3%6 - 


| Anna Howes. 


Y OU have very kindly accounted for your filence. * 


People in misfortune are always in doubt. They- 
en unavoidable accidents into . 


are too apt to turn ev 
flights and negleéts ;_efpecially in thofe whofe favour- 
able opinion they with to preferve, 
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+ - ¥ am fure I ought evermore to-exempt my Anna 


. Howe from the fuppofed pofibility of her becoming 
. one of thofe who bafk only in the funfhine of:a 


friend : But neverthelefs her friendfhip is too precious 


.. tO me, not to.deubt my own merits. on the one hand, 
; and not to be anxious for the prefervation of it, on 
.. ‘the other. | | a eae 


‘You fo generoufly give me liberty to chide you, 
that I am afraid of taking it, becaufe I could fooner 


 miftruft my own judgment, than that of a beloved 
‘friend, whofe ingenuity in acknowleging an imputed 


error, {ets her above the commiffion ofa wilful one. 
‘This makes me half afraid to afk you, If you think 
you are not too cruel, too ungenerous fhall I fay, in 
your behaviour to a man who. loves. you fo dearly, 
and is fo worthy and fo fincere a man? 

Only it is by You, or I fhould be afhamrd to be . 


outdone in that true magnanimity, which makes one 


thankful for the wounds giver by a true friend. I 


believe I was guilty of a petulance, which nothing but 
my uneafy fituation can excufe; if that can. t am 
almoft afraid to beg of you, and yet I-repeatedly do, , 
to give way to that charming fpirit, whenever it rifes_. 
to your pen, which fmiles, yet goes to the quick of 
one’s fault.. What patient fhall be afraid of a probe 
in fo delicate a hand !— I fay, I am almoft afraid ta 
pray you to give way to it, for fear you fhould, for | 
that very reafon, reftrain it. For the edge may be 
taken off, if it does not make the fubject of its rail- 

lery wince a little. Permitted or. ashes fatire may 

be apt, in a generous fatirift, mending as it raillies, 
to ‘turn too foon into panegyric. -Yours is intended 

to inftruct ; and tho’ it bites, it pleafes at the fame 

time : No fear of a wound’s rankling or feftering by 

fo delicate a point, as you carry ; not invenom’d by 

perfonality, not intending to expofe, or ridicule, or 
exafperate.—The moft admired of our moderns know 

‘nothing of this art: Why? Becaufe it muit be founded 

ur 
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in good-nature, and direGted by a right heart. The 
man, not the fault, is the fubject of their fatire : And 
were it to be juj?, how fhould it be fe ul ? How 
fhould it anfwer any good purpofe? m every 
’ gafh (for their weapon is a Broad-fwerd, not a Lan- 
cet) lets im the air of public ridicule, and exafperates 
where: it fhould heal.” Spare me not therefore, be- 
caufe I am your friend. For that very reafon fpare 
me not. I may feel your edge, fine as itis; F may 
be pamed: You would lofe your end if I were not: 
But after the firft fenfibility (as I have’ faid more thar 
onee before), I will love you the better, and my 
amended heart fhali be all yours ; and it will then be 
more worthy to be yours. 4 

You have taught me what to fay to, and what to 
think of, Mr. Lovelace. You have, by agreeable anti- 
cipation, let me know how it is probable he will ap- 
ply to me to be exeus’d. | will lay every thing before 
you ‘that fhall pafs on the occafton, if he does apply,. 
that I may take your advice, when it can come in 
time ; and when it cannot, that | may receive your 
correction, or apprebation, as | may happen to merit 
either— Only one thing muft be allow’d for me; 
that whatever courfe I fhall.be permitted or be forced 
to fteer, F muft be confidered, as a perfon out of her 
own direction. ‘Toft to and fro, by the high winds 
of paffionate controul, and, as 1 think, unreafonable 
feverity, I behold the defired Port, the /ngie fratey 
which I would fain fteer into; but-am kept off by 
the foaming billows of a brother’s and fiffer’s envy ; 
and by the raging winds of a fuppofed invaded autho- 
rity ; while I fec in Lovelace, the Rocks on one hand, 
and in Solmes, the Sands on the ether; and tremble, 
ae I fhould fplit upon the former, or ftrike upon the 

tter. 

But you, my better pilot, what a charming hope 
do you bid me afpire to, if things come to extre- 
mity !—-] will not, as you caution me, too much 

a depend 
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depend upon your fuccefs with your mamma, in my 


~ favour :-For well I know her high notions of impli- 


| § ” 


cit duty ina child.—But yet I will bope too ;—becaufe 
her feafonable protection may fave me perhaps from 
a greater rafhnefs: And, in ‘This cafe, fhe thall dire€¥ 
my ways: I will de nothing but by’ her orders, 
and by her advice and yours: Not fee any-body: Nor | 
write to any-body = Nor fhall any living foul, but by 
her direction and yours, know where Fam. In any” 


- cottage phce me, F will: never ftir out, unlefs, dif- 


uifed as your fervant, lam now-and-then permitted: 
an evening-walk with you: And this private pro- | 
teCtion to be granted me for no longer time than til¥ | 
my coufin' Morden comes; which, as I hope, cannot 
be long. | | 
1- am afraid I muft not venture to take the hint you 
give me, to depofite fome of my cloaths; altho’ I wilk 
fome of my linen, 2s well as papers. | 
I will tel you why. Betty had for fome time beet 
ry curious about my wardrobe, whenever I took 
out any of my things before her.. on de 
| Oblerving this, I once left my Keys in the focks, 


. om taking one of my garden-airings ; and on my re- 
. turn, furprifed the creature with her hand upon the 


keys, as if fhutting the door. 
» She was confounded at my fudden coming back. 
I took ‘no notice: But, on her retiring, E found my’ . 


. cloaths did not Jie in the ufual order. 


I doubted not, upon this, that her curiofity was 
an: effeét of their orders to her ; and being afraid they. 
would abridge me of my airings, if their fufpicions | 
were not obviated, it has ever fince been my cuftom 
(among other contrivances), not only to leave my 
keys in the locks; but to sl the wench how-and- 
then, in taking out my cloaths, fuit by fuit, on pretence 
of preventing their being rumpled or creafed, and to 
fee that the flower’d filver fuit didnot tarnith ; fome- - 
times declarcdly as a wile-away-time, having ae 

— | elie 
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elfe to do: With which employment (fuper-adiled:te 


the delight taken. bythe. low as well as the high of 
our fex in feeing fine cloaths). the feem’d always, 1; 
thought,. as well pleafed,. as if it anfwer’d- ane of the _,.,' 


_ offices fhe had-in charge. _ | ed 

To this, and to the confiderice they have in. a {py 
fo diligent, and to. their knowing, that I have not one 
confidante in a family, where,.I believe, neverthelefsy 
every fervant in it loves me; nor have attempted to make 
one; I fuppofe, I owe the freedom I enjoy of my aif- 
ings: And, perhaps. (finding I make no movements 
towards going off), they. are the more fecure, thatJ 
fhall at Jaft be prevailed upon to comply with their 
meafures: Since they muft think,. that, otherwile, 
they give me provocations enough to take fome r 
ftep, in order to free myfelf from a.treatment fo dif- 
graceful ;, and which (God: forgive me, if 1 judge. 
aimifs!), I ami afraid mty brother and-fifter-would not 
be forry to drive me totake.. 5 - 

_If therefore fuch a ftep fhould become neceflary- 
(which I yet hope will not !}. I muft be contented to 
eC away with the cloaths I: fhall have on at the time. 

ni cuftom to be drefs’d for the-day, as foon as break- 
faft is over, when I have had no houfhold-employ- 
ments to prevent'me, will make fuch a ftep, if Iam: 
forced to take it, lefs fufpeted.. And the linen I 
fhall depofite, in purfance of your kind hint, cannot 
be mif’d. 

This. cuftom, . altho’ a prifoner, ds T ‘may’too truly 
. fay, and neither vifited nor'vifitng, I ¢ontintie. One: 


owes to one’s-/elf, and to one’s: fex,: you know, to 


be always neat ; and:never to be furpriféd in a way: 
one fhould be pained to be feen in. . : . 

Befides, peoplé in: adverfity, which is the ftate of 
trial. of every good quality, fhould endeavour to pre- 
ferve laudable cuftoms, that, if funfhine return, they 
may not be lofers by their trial, . 
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"* oes it not, moreover, manifeft a firmnels of mind, 
:. in an unhappy perfon, to keep hope alive? | 
For could we have juft ground for fuch a hope, if we 
__ did not refolve to deferve what that hope bids us afpire 


'™ tot——Then, who fhall befriend a perfon who forfakes. | 


‘i endeavour to fupport myfelf. 


“1 know you don’t defpife my grave airs, altho”. 
“(with a view, no doubt, to irradiate my mind in my 
"3 misfortunes) you railly me upon them, Every-body 


‘lt herfelf ?—Thefe are reflections by which I fometimes 


“= hasnot your talent of introducing ferious and import~ — 


:* ant leffons, in fuch.a happy manner, as at once to des 
“13 light and inftruct. in 

“2 * What a multitude of contrivances may not young: 
= people fall upon, if the mind be not engaged by acts 
‘1 of kindnefs and condefcenfion 1 I am not ufed by my 
< friends, of late, as I always ufed their fervants. 

When I was intrufted with the family-manage- 
nent, T always found it both generous and juft, to re- 
“3 pofe a truftin them. Not to feem to expect or de- 
3 pend upon juftice from them, is, in a manner, to bid 
«* them take opportunities, wherever they offer, to be 


sa ate 
th; - Mr. Selmes (to expatiate a little on this low, but 
- not unufeful, fubject), in.his more trifling folicitudes, | 
sé Would have had a forry key-keeper in me. Were I 
Iniftrefs of a family, Two not either take to my- 


1% felf, or give to fervants, the pain of keeping thofeI . 


wt had reafon to fufpe€t. People low in ftation have 
si often minds not fordid. — Nay, I have fometimes® 
1 thought, that, even take number for number, there 

are more honeft low people, than honeft high. In the 
£ one, honefty is their chief pride. In the other, the 
st! love of power, of grandeur, of pleafire, miflead ; 
uy and that love, and their ambition, induce a para- 

mount pride, which too often fwallows up the more 
laudable one. | 


i | Many 


To Aepe for better days, is half to deferve them ¢ | 


ee, ee 2 ne: we we Peewee Re 
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. Many of the former would fcorn to deceive a cons 
fiderice. But I have fecn, among the moft ignorant 
of their clafs, a fufceptibility. of referttment,’ if their 
honefty has been fufpeéted: And have more thar 
once been forced to put a fervant right, whom I have 
heard fay, That, altho’ fhe valued herfelf upon her 
honefty, mo mater or miltrefs fhould fufped her for 
nothing. 

How far has the comparifon I ‘had in my head, be 
tween my friends treatment of me, and my treatment 
of their fervants, carried me! But we always allowed 
ourfelves to expatiate on fuch fubjects, whether low 
or high, that might tend to inlarge our minds, or 
mend our management, whether netional or prace 
tical, and whether they refpected our prefent, or might 
refpect our probable future fituations. 


What I was principally leading to, was to tell yotty © 


how ingemous I am in my contrivances and pretences 
to blind my gaolerefs, and to take off the jealoufy of 
her principals, on my going down fo often into the 
garden and poultry-yard. People fulpicioufly treated 
never, I believe, want invention, Sometimes I want 
_@ir, and am better the moment I am out of my cham- 
ber— Sometimes /pirits ; and then my Bantams and 
Pheafants, or the Cafcade, divert-me}3 the former, by 
their infpiriting livelinefs; the latter, more folemnly, 
by its echoing dafhings, and hollow murmurs.—Some- 
times, folitude is of all things my wifh, and the aw- 
ful filence of the night, the fpangled element, and 
the rifing and fetting fun, how promotive of contem- 


lation 1— Sometimes, when I intend nothing, and - 


expeét not letters, I am officious to take Betty with 
me ; and at others, befpeak her attendance, when I 
know fhe is otherwife employ’d, and cannot give 

Thefe more capital artifices I branch out into leflet 


ones, without number. Yet ail have not only the | 


Face of truth, but arc real truth ; altho’ not the prin- 
Cc) 
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‘om pat motive. How prompt a thing is will! What 
“4 dmpediments does difike furnith !|—How {wiftly, thro’ 
“1: every difficulty; do we move with the one !—~ How 
oa dardily with the other! — Every ee obftruCtion 
rx, Weighing one down, as if lead were faftened to ouc 
er on : . 
ms, Briday Morning, Eleuen o’Cleck. 

+t. | HAv® already made up my parcel of linen ; my 
vq Heart aked all the time I was employ’d about it; and 
czy Till akes, at the thoughts of its being a neceflary 
va precaution, : _ : : 
vq - When it comes to your hands, as I hope it fafely 
jc Will, you will be pleafed to open it. You will find 
za i it two parcels fealed up; one of which contains 


the letters you have not yet feen; being thofe written. 


ae fince I left you; in the other ‘are all the letters, and 


4 
] 


tc» 


‘at ‘Ment ripen with my years, perhaps I may review 


’ 


San 
rie 


' would not difpleafe a-judicious eye. 


In a third divifion, folded up feparately, are all 


s of my conduct, — . 
© By the way, -not a line from that man !—Not one 


ie line T 


a) you have perufed+them all, give me your free opinion 
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line !—- Wednefday I depofited mire. It remained 
there on Wednefday night. What time it was taken 
away yefterday I cannot tell. For. I did not concern 
myfelf about it, tH towards night; and then it was 
not there. No return at ‘ten this.day.. I fuppofe ‘he 


is as much out of humour, as I. With all my. 


heart ! : - 
He may be miean enough, perhaps, if ever I fhould 
t it into his power, to avenge himfelf for the trouble 


e has had with me. — But that now, I dare fay, I 


never fhall. F 

I fee what fort of a man the incroacher is. —- And 
I hope we .are equally fick of one another ! — My 
heart is vexedly-eafy, if I may fo defcribe it. Vexedly 
«—becaufe of the apprehended interview with Solmes, 
and the confequences it. may have: Or elfe I fhould 
be:quite eafy ; for why? I-have not deferved the ufage 
I receive: —— And could I be rid of Solmes, as I 
prefume Iam of Lovelace, their influence over my 
aa mother, and uncles againft me, could not 

The five guineas ty’d up im one corner-of a hand- 
kerchief under the linen, I beg you will let pa&, as 
an acknowlegement for the trouble I give your tnufty 
fervant. You muft not chide me, my dear. You 
know I cannot be eafy, unlefs | have my way, in 
thefe,hietle matters. : 

I was going to put up what little money I have, 
and fome of my ornaments; but they are portable, 
and I cannot forget them. Befides, fhould they, 
fufpe&ing me, defire to fee any of the jewels, and 
were I not able to produce them, it would amount 
to a demonftration of an intention, which-would have 
a guilty appearance to them. a 


Friday, One 0’ Clock, in the Woodboufe. 
No letter yet from this man !— I have luckily de- 
pofited my parcel, and have your letter of laft ay 
| od 


7 


ed 


| 
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: Ff Robert takes This without the parcel, pray let him 
; return immediately for it. But he cannot mifs it, I 
. think ; and muft conclude that it is put there for him 
, to take away.— You may believe, from the contents 
: of yours, that I thall immediately write again.— 

| | Cri. Hartowe. 


LETTER XXL | 
AGif{s Howe, To Mi/s CrArissa HaRLowe. 
Thurfday Night, March 30. 
; "THE fruits of my inquiry after your abomirable 
oO wretch’s behaviour and bafenefs, af the paltry 
ale-houfe, which he calls an inn ;' prepare to hear. 
Wrens and Sparrows are not too ignoble a quarry 
for this villainous gofhawk ! = His affiduities ; - his 
3 Wwatchings; his nightly rifques; the inclement wea- 
; ‘ther he travels in; muft not be all placed to your 
x account. He has opportunities of making ever 
thing light.to him of that fort. A fweet pretty zirl, 
I am told :— Innocent till he went thither — Now | 
| »=-Ah! poor girl !— who knows what? 
' But juft turn’d of Seventeen !—His friend and bro- 
» ther Rake; a man of humour and intrigue, as I am 
, told, to fhare the focial bottle with. And fometimes 
¢ another difguifed Rake or two. No forrow comes 
near their hearts. Be not difturbed, my dear, at his 
| boarfeneffes. His pretty Betfey, his Rofe-bud, as 
¢ the vile wretch calls her, can hear all he fays. 
He is very fond of her. ‘They fay the is innocent 
» even yet !— Her father, her grandmother, believe 
; herto be fo. He is to fortune her out toa young . 
lover !—Ah! the poor young lover !—Ah! the poor 
fimple girl ! | 
“Mr. Hickman tells me, that he heard in town, that 
- he ufed to be often at Plays, and at the Opera, with 
y Women; and every time with a different one !—-Ah ! 
; my fweet friend '— But I hope he is nothing to you, 
Vou... H if 
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if all this were truth But this. intelligence will: do 
his bufinefs, if. you had been ever fo good friends 
before. -. bates seh MF ee eae ; 
. A vile wretch! Cannot fuch purity in purfuit, in 
view, -reftrain him? But I leave him to you !—There 
can be no hope of him. More ofa fool, than of fuch 
aone. Yet I with I may beable to fnatch the poor 

oung creature out of, his villainous:paws.. I have 
faid a fcheme to do fo; if indeed fhe is hitherto in- 
nocent and heart-free. = =. : -° « dn Rag 

. He appears to the people as a military man, in 
difguife, fecreting himfelf on account of aduel .fought 
in towns; the adverfary’s life.in fufpenfe. They be- 
lieve he is a great man. His friend pafies for an 
inferior officer; upon a foot of. freedom with him: 
He, accompany’d by a third man, who is.a fort of 
fubordinate companion to the fecond. ‘The wretch 
himfelf but with one fervant. O my dear! How 
. pleafantly can thefe devils, as I muft call them, pags 
their time, while our gentle bofoms heave with, pity 
for their fuppofed fufferings for us ! | | 
_ Tam juft now inform’d, that, at my defire, I thall 
fee this girl, and her father: I will fift them thoroughly. 
I fhall foon find out fuch-a fimple thing as This, if 
he has not corrupted her already — And if-he has, -I 
fhall foon find that out too.—If more Art than Na- 
ture in either her or her father, I fhall give there both 
up—But, depend upon it, the girl’s undone.. 

Fle is faid to be fond of her. — He places her at 
the upper end of his table—He fets her .a-prathng. 
— He keeps his friend-at a diftance from her. — She 
prates away. — He: admires for nature all fhe fays: 
— Once.was heard to call her charming little cfea- 
ture !—-An hundred has he called fo no doubt. —Puts 
her upon finging — Praifes her wild note. —-O my 
dear, the girl’s undone ! — muft be undone! — The 

- ~ aman, 


but Solmes and 
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man, you know, is Loverace~Let ’em bring Wyer- 
ley to you, if they-will have you mearry’d—Any-body: 

Lovelace be yours!—So advifes —_; 
ee oe Your ye oe ; 
, Ss Anna Howe, ' 


\ 


My deareft friend, cdnfider this ale-houfe as ‘his 
-‘garifon. Him asan enemy. His brother-rakes 
as’ his affiftants and abetters: Would not your 
brother, would not your uncles, tremble, if 
they knew how near them, ‘as they pafs to and 
-fro'!—TI am told, he is refolw’d you fhall not ‘be 
carry’d to-your uncle Antdny’s. — Wfiat can 

- you do, wth, or-without fuch an enterprizine— 
Fill wp the blank I leave. —I cannot find’ 

a word bad’ enough. Twas 


| LETTER XXIV. «4 
“2 Mifs CLARISSA HaRLowE, To Mifs Howe. , 
; Friday, Three o’ Clock. 


7 you incenfe,: alarm, -and terrify me, at the fame 


wa ve 


| of their fimple girl, a fuch freedoms? 
oo a | 


time! Haften, my-deareft friend, haften to-mey 


: what further. intelligence you can gather about: thig 
- vileft of men! | aes 2 


.. But never talk of innocence, of fimplicity, and this 


_ unhappy girl together! Muft the not know, that fuch. 


a man as That, dignify’d in his. very afpect ;, and no 
difguife able to conceal his being of condition — muft 
mean too much, when he places her at the upper end 
of his table, and calls -her by fuch tender names ?—. 
Would a girl, modeft as fimple, above Seventeen, : be 


' fet a finging at the pleafure. of fuch a man.as That?. 
| A ftranger, and profeffedly in difguife |— Would her 


father and grandmother, if honeft people, and careful 
| Keep 
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Keep bis friend at diftance from her !—To be fure 
his de/igns are villainous, if they have not been already 
effected, ee 
_ Warn, my dear,, if not too late, the unthinking 
father, of his child’s danger.-— There cannot be a 
Father in the world, who would fell his child’s vir- 
tue. — No mother !— The poor thing ! ene 
__ long to hear the refult of your intelligence. You 
— fhall fee the fimple creature, you tell me. — Let me 
know what fort of a girl it is. — A frveet pretty girl, 
you fay. —A fweet pretty girl, my dear !—They are 
fweet, pretty words from your pen, But are. they 
yours, ox his, of her ?—If fhe be fo fimple, if fhe-have 
Eafe and Nature in her manner, in her fpeech, and 
warbles prettily her wi/d notes [How affectingly you 
mention this fimple Thing, my dear !] why,. fucha 
girl as That, muft engage fuch a profligate wretch, as 
now, indeed, I doubt this man is ; accuftom’d, per- 
haps, to town-women, and their confident ways !— 
Mutt deeply, and for a long feafon engage him! Since, 


perhaps, when her innocence is departed, fhe will . ° 


endeavour by art to. fupply the natural charms that 
engaged him. © | 
ine hopes--of fuck: a .wretch’s reformation |! —] 
would not, my dear, for the world, have any thing 
to-fay — But-I need: not-make refolutions, —. Ihave 
not open’d, nor will I open, his letter. — A fyco- 
phant creature |— With his hoarfenefles— got, per- 
haps, -by.a midnight revel, finging to. his wild-nate 
finger. — And only increafed in the coppice’! Ss 
-. Yo be already on a foot !—In his efteem,. I mean, 
my dear. — For myfelf, I defpife him. —I hate my- 
felf almof .for writing fo much about Jim, and of 
fuch a fimpleton as This /weet pretty girl: But ne- 
_thing cambe either /weet or pretty, that is not modeft, 
that is #ot virtuous. ah hs 
This vile Jofeph Leman had given a hint to Betty, 
and. fhe te me, as if Lovelace would be found out 
oO oe yee to 
a 


fuch an undefigning gs ai my ‘have been in- 
. ie 3 


4 
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to "bé a very bad nian, ata place where he had been 


ately feen in difguife. But he would fee further, he 
faid, before he told her more; and fhe promifed fe- 
crecy, in hope to get at further intelligence. | 
thought it could be no harm,.to get you to inform 
yourfelf, and me, of what could be gather’d. And 
now I fee, his enemies are but too well warranted ih 
their feports of him: And, if the ruin of this poor 
young creature is his aim, and if he had not known 
ther, but for his vifits to Harlowe-place, I fhall have 
reafon to be doubly concerned for her ; and doubly 
incenfed againft fo vilea man. I think’ I, hate hith 
worfe than I do Solmes himfelf.—But I will not adil 
one other word about him; after I have wifhed to 
know, as foon as poffible, what further occurs from 
your inquiry ; — becaufe I fhall not open his letter till 
then; and becaufe then, if it come out, as I dare fay 
it will, I’ll direétly put the letter unopen’d intb 
the place I took it from, and never erouble myfelf 

qmore about him. Adicu, my deareft frierid.’ ee 
| : | . Cr. HaRLowk, 

LETTER XXV. 
_ dMifs Hows, To ifs Clarissa HARLOWE. | 


ad - Friday Noon, March. 31. 
y USTICE obliges me to forward. This after my laft, 
on the wings of the wind, as I may fay. —I really 
believe the man Is innocent. Of this o”e-accufation, 


I think, he muft be acquitted ; and Iam forry I was 
‘fo forward in difpatching away my intelligence: by 
“falves. ae a 


I have feen the girl. She is really a very pretty,‘a 


- very neat, and what is ftill a greater beauty, a very 


innocent yourfg creature.. “He who could have ruin’d 


deed 
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deed infernally wicked. Her father is an honeft fime 
ple man ; intirely fatisfy’d with his child, and with her 

-New acquaintance. _ 1. 2s 
" Tam almoft afraid for your heart, when I tell you, 
that find, now I have got to the bottom ‘of this in- 
quiry,. fomething noble come out in this Lovelace’s’ 

favour. — | Fr 
The girl is to be marry’d next week ; and This 
promoted and brought about by him. He is refolv’d, 
her father fays, to make one couple happy, and 
wifhes he could make-more fo. There’s for you, 
my dear !] And having taken a liking alfo to the young 
fellow whom fhe profefles to love, he has given her 
an hundred pounds: ‘The grandmother actually has 
it in her hands, to anfwer to the like fum, given to 
the youth by one cf his own relations: While Mr. 
-Lovelace’s companion, attra¢ted by:the example, has 
prefented twenty-five guineas to the father, who is 
poor, towards cloaths to equip the pretty Ruftic. _ 

They. were defirous, the poor man fays, when they 
firft came, of appearing bencath themfelves ; but now 
he knows the one (but mention’d it in confidence) 
to be Colonel Barrow, the other Capt. Sloane. The ° 
Colonel he owns, was at firft; very /weet upon his 
girl ; But upon her grandmother’s begging of hin to 
fpare her innocence, he vow'd, that he never would 
offer any thing but good counfel to her; and had kept 
to his word: And the pretty fool acknowleged, that 
fhe never could have been better inftru@ted by the mi- 
nifter himfelf from the Bible-Book  — The girl, I 
own, pleafed me fo well, that I made her vifit to me 
aorth her while. Sana tAe Me 
But what, my dear, will become’ of us now ?— 
Lovelace not only reform’d, but turn’d preacher ! — 
What will become of us now? — Why, my {wect 
friend, your gexerofity is now engaged in his fa- 
vour !— Fic, upon this Generofity /-——I think in my 
heart, that i¢ docs as much niifchief to the noble- 
fag minded, 
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minded, as Love to the ignobler. —What before was 
only a conditional liking, 1 am now afraid will.turn.te 
liking unconditional, | fis Medel 2 - 

I could not endure to turn. my invective into pa- 
negyric all.at once, and.fo foon. .We, or. fuch as 


J, at leaft, love to keep ourfelves in.countenance for 


a rafh judgment, even when we know it to be rafh. 
Every-body has not your Berens in confefling a 
miftake. Tt requires a greatnefs of foul to do.it. . So 
I made ftill farther inquiry after his life and manners, 
and behaviour there, in hopes to find fomething bad ; 
But all uniform! . | VP i a. 
- Upon the.Whole, Mr. Lovelace comes out with 
fo much advantage from this inquiry, that were there 
the leaft room. for it, I fhould fufpeét the whole to 
be ‘a plot fet on foot to wafh a blackmoor white, 
Adieu, my dear. | 
a a Anna Howk, 


“LET TER XXVE | 

Mifs Crarissa Hartowg, Ja Mifs Howe... 
at et as | Saturday, April 1. 
HStTY cenfurers do indeed fubject themfélves to, 
v~ ™ the charge of variablenefs and inconfiftency in 
judgment: And fo they ought; for, if you, even 
you, were really fo loth to owna miftake, as, in the 
inftance before us, you pretend to fay you were, I 
believe I fhould not have loved you fo well as I really 
do love you.. Nor could you, my dear, have -fo, 
frankly thrown the reflection I hint at, upon yourfelf, 
had you not had one of the moft ingenuous minds 
that ever woman boafted. eS eee See Me 
.. Mr. Lovelace has faults enow to'deferve very fevere 
cen{ure, altho’ he.be. not guilty of this. If I were | 
upon fuch terms with hint; as he would with me to 
be, [-fhould give him a hint, that this treacherous 
> H 4 Jofeph 
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Jofeph Leman cannot be fo much his friend, as per- 
baps he thinks him, Jf he had, he would not have 
been fo ready to report to his difadvantage (and te 
Betty Barncs too) this flight «ffair of the pretty, Ruffic. 
Jofeph hes engaged Betty to fecrecy ;. pramifing ta 
let her, and her young mafler too, know more, when 
he knows the a of the matter: And this hinders 
ber from mentioning it,. as fhe is neverthelefs agag to 
¢o, to my fifter or my brother, And then fhe docs 
not choofe to difoblice Jofeph ; for aliho’ fhe pretends 
to lock above him, fhe liftens, I believe, to fome love- 
ftorics he tclls her. Women having it not in their power 
to kegin a courtthip, fome,of them very frequently, 
J believe, Jend an car where their 4earts incline nat. 
_. But to fay no more of thefe low people, neither 
of whom I think tolerably of ; I muft needs own, 
that as I fhould for ever have defpifed this man, had-he 
been capable of fuch a vile intrigue in his way to Har- 
lowe-place; and as.I believed he was capable of it, 
it has indeed engaged 'm gener yitys as yoy Call it, in 
proportion (— i 6wn jit has—) in his favour: Perhaps 
more than I may have reafon to wifh it had. And, 
railly me, as you will, pray tell me fairly, ny dear, 
would it not have had fuch an effet upon you! 
_, Phen the real generofity of the act. —I proteft, 4 
beloved friend, if he would be good for the reft. of his 
life from this time, I would forgive him a great many: 
of his paft errors, were it only. for the demonftration 
he has. given in This, that he is capable of fo good 
and bountiful a manner of thinking... | 
. You.may. believe I made na. fcruple to open his 
Jettcr, after the receipt of your fecond, gn this fubjedt: 
Nor thall I af anfwering .it, as I have no reafgn to 
find fault with it: An article in his fayour, procured 
him, however, fo much the eafier (as I. muft own) b 
way of amends for the undue difpleafure I took again 
bim ; tho’ he knows it not. ,. ae. 

It is lucky enough that this matter was cleared up 

, tg 
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to mé by your friendly diligence fo foon : For had I 
wrote at all before that, it would have been to reinforce 
my difmiffon of him; and perhaps the very motive 
mentioned ; for it had affected me more than I think it 
ought : And then, what an advantage would that have 
given him, wheti he could have clear’d up the matter 
fo happily for himfelf? —- aan 
_ When I fend you This letter of his, you will fee 
how very humble he is : What acknowlegements of 
natural impatience : What confeffion of faults, as you 
prognofticated:| A very different.appearance, I muft 
own, all thefe make, now the ftory of the pretty 
Ruffic is clear’d up, than they would have made, had 
it not.— And, methinkstoo, my dear, I can allow 
the girl to be prettier than before I could, tho’ I ne-~ 


- ver faw her— For Virtue is Beauty in perfection. 


You will fee how he accounts to me, thro’ indif- 
pofition, ‘ that he could not come for my ketter in 
© perfon; and he labours the point, as if he thought 
€ } fhould be uneafy that he did not:’ I am forry hé 
fhould be il! on my account ; and I will allow, thae 
the fufpenfe he has been in, for fome time paft, muft 
have been vexatious enough to fo impatient a fpirit. 
But all is owing originally to himfelf. , 

You will find him (in the prefumption of being 
forgiven) ‘ full of contrivances and expedients for my. 
¢.efcaping the compulfron threatened mie.” 
- [ have always faid, that next to being without fault, 
is the acknowlegement of a fault; fince no amends 
mient can be expected, where an error is defended : 
But yow will fee,’in this very letter, an haughtinefS 
even.in his fubmiffions. ”’Tis true, I know not where 
to find fault, as to the expreffion, yet cannot I be 
fatisfy’d, that: his: humility zs humility; or even an 
humility upon fuch conviction’as one fhould be pleafed 
with. - gat Ae | 7 

To be fure, he is far from being a polite min: 
Yet is he not dire@ly and characteriftically un-polite. 

| H 5 But 
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But ‘his is fuch a fort-of ipolitenefs, ashas, by+a‘care= 


lefinefs fourtded on avery early indulgence, and per- 
haps on too much fuccefs in: riper'yearsy and'an arro- 
gance built upon both, ‘grown into -affurednefs, and, 
of courfe, as I may fay, into indelicacys 26-6 
: The diftance you recommend, at whichto keep 
this fex, is certainly right in the: main : ‘Familiarity 
deftroys reverence: But ‘with whom? — Not with 
thofe, furcly, who are prudent, grateful, and gene- 
rous. 
But it is very difficult for perfons, who would avoid 
‘runhing into one extreme, to keep clear of another. 
Hence Mr. Lovelace, perhaps, thinks it the mark of a 
great fpirit to humour his pride, tho’ at the expence 
of delicacy: .But can the man be a deep man, who 
knows not how to make fuch rorinaiaes as a per- 
fon of maderate. parts cannot mifs ? 
- He complains heavily of my < readinefs to take mor- 
4 tal offence at him, and to difmifs him for ever: It 
‘is a high condu@, he fays he muft be fincere enough 
© to tell me; arid what muft be very far from contri- 
. © buting to allay his apprehenfions of the poffibility 
‘ that I may be perfecuted into my relations meafures 
© in behalf of My. Solmes.’ 
- You will fee how. he puts his prefent and his future 
happinefs, ‘ with regard to both worlds, intirely up- 
on me.’ The ardour with which he vows and pro- 


_ mifes, I think the heart only can dictate: How elfe 


. €an-.any one guefs at a man’s heart ? 

You'll alfo fee, ‘ that.he has already heard of the 
‘ interview I am to have with Mr. Solmes ;’ and with 
what. vehemence and anguifh he expreffes himfelf on 
€1e o¢ecafion.— I intend to take proper notice of the 
ignoble means he ftoops to, to come at his early in- 
telligence out ef our family. If perfons pretending to 
principle, bear not their teftimony againft unprincipled 

actions, who fhall check them?.. . 

You'll fee, how Eeronwent he preffes me to oblige 


¢ him 
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¢- him with a few-lines, before the-interview- between 
< ‘Mr. Solmes and ‘me take place (if it mhuft-take place) 
<-to confirm his hope, that 1 have no‘ view, in my dif 
© pleafure'to fim, to give encouragement to: Selmes. 
< An apprehenfion, he fays, that he ‘miuft be excufed 


for repeating’; efpecially as itis a-favour granted to 
© that ‘man, which | have -refufed to him; fince, as 
© he infers, were itinot with fuch an expodtation, why 


-& fhould my Friends prefs it?’ 


‘© far as I can; and: that 


) 


Se tO Redes » Saturday, April 1. 
a HAVE written’ canal: to this effe& : * That I-had 


© never intended to write another line toa ‘man, who 
“© could take upon himfelf to reflect upon my fex and 


« myfelf, for having thought fit to make ule of my 
©-own judgment. 
< That I have fabrnitted to this interview with Mr: 
© Solines, “purely as ‘ana ‘of duty,” to-thew my 
< friends, that I wilt compl , with their comthands as 
hope, wher Mr: Solmes 
© himfelf fhall fee how determin’d I am, hé will no 
© longer profecute a fuit, in which it is papetinle he 
© fhould fucceed with my confent.‘ 
¢ That my averfion to him is too fincere to permit 


_ © me ‘to doubt myfelf on this occafion. But, ‘never- 


* thelefs, he, Mr. Lovelace, muft not imagine, that 
‘€ my: rejecting of Mr. Solmes ‘is in’ favour to* him. 


' © That I value my freeddm and independency: too 


« much, if my friends will byt leave me to my:own 
‘ judgment, to give them up to’a man fo uncontroul- 
‘able, and who fhews mie beforehand, ‘what: 7 nave 

< to expeat from him, were ] in his power. :. ° © * 
"6 T exprefs my high difapprobation of the mriethats 


-- & he takes to come at what paffes i in a private family : 


© ‘That the pretence of corrupting other people’s 'fer- 


_°' vants, by way of reprifat for the fpies they have fet 


© upon him, is a very poor ae ‘a juftification of 
© one meannefs by another. 


6 That 
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6 That there.is.a right anda wrong in every. thingy 


“let people put what glofes they pleafe upon their 


 adtions... “Lo,condemn-a deviation, and to follow it 
‘ by as great a,.one, what: ia This domg:-but propa 


‘ gating a general. cormaption ?..A: Stand «mult be. made 


‘ y. fomepbody, tun. round the evil: as many as may, 
“ or virtue. wilt be loft: And foall it not be I, a-wWote: 
« thy mind will fay, that {hall make this Seand?, >. 

‘ T leave it to. him to judge, whether 4/s be a wor. 
< thy one, try’d by. this rule: And whether, :knowe.. 
‘ing the impetuolity’ of. his difpofition ; -amd the im-" 
« probability. there is, that my family-will. ever bexe-— 


‘ conciled to him, I ought to encourage his hapes? 
* That thefe {pots and blemifhes give me not ear: 


 neftnefs enough for any fake but Ais own, to. wih 
« him in a jufterand nobler train of thinking and actings . 
‘ for that I truly defpife many: of the ways he allows - 


¢ himfelf. in: Our minds are therefore infinitely dif- 
* ferent.:. And-as to his profeffions.of reformation, | 
« muft tell him, that profufe acknowlegements, with- 
“out amendment, are but to me as fo many ftop- 
“ mouth conceffions, which he may find-much cafies 
“to make, than either to defend himfelf, or amend 
‘ his errors. 


© That I have been lately made acquainted [ And- 
fo I have iH Betty, and fhe by my brother} ‘ with - 


“the foolifh liberty he gives himfelf of declaiming 


© againft matrimony. I feverely reprehend him on” 


© this oecafion : And afk him, with what view he can 


‘ take fo witlefs, fo defpicable a liberty, -worthy only — 
‘ of the moft abandon’d, and- yet prefume to addrefs - 


‘ me? ye 


I tell him, That if I-am obliged to go tomy 
‘uncle Antony’s, it is not to be.inferr’d, that I... 


“© muft therefore rey al be Mr. Solmes’s wife: Since 
‘] may not be fo fure, perhaps, that the fame exr 
‘ ceptions lie fo ftrongly againft my. quitting a hou 


6 to which I fhall be forcibly carry’d, as if J left my - 


§ fathes’ 


d : 
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‘ father’s. houfe: And, at the worlt, I-may be able to 


‘ keep them in fufpente. till my coufin. Morden comes, 
‘who will have aright to put .me- in-poflefion. of 


‘ my-geandfather’s eftase, if Linhft aponiti? » . -° 


‘Lhis,..I doubt,. ia fomewhat. of..an: artifice being 
principally idefgn’d. to keep him. out of mifchiefs 


we 


a Fer L-have. but little hope, if carry’d thither, ‘whe- 
i ther fenfible:or fenfelefs, if I am left to my brother’s 


and. fifter’s. mercy,, bué they. will endeavour to force 


the folenn obligation upon me. Otherwife, were there | 


but any: profpect of avoxling this, by delayang (or even 
by- taking thingsto.make me ill, if ee fe -would: © 

d not-think: ' 
* of leaving even my uncle’s howe. For I fhoald hot 
know. how .to {quara it to my own principles, to’ 


do) till my coudin: comes, I hope I fhou 


difpente with. the. duty I awe to my father, where- | 


ever it thal] be -his will to. place: me. = : 
But while you give me the.charming:hope, that, in 


order to-avoid one-many I fhall not be.undex the nes ' 
cefitty of throwing: myfelf upon the friends of.:the: 
, other; I think my.cafe not abfolutely defperate. 
I fee not any of my family, nor hear from them in ° 
any way of kindne(s. . This -leoks, as if they them- — 
felves expected no great matters from that Tuefday’s © 
conference which: makes my heart flutter every- time 


I think of it, | 


My uncle Antony’s intended prefence I do. net. ’ 
much like: But That is prefcrable to my. brother’s — 
. or fifter’s: . My uncle is very impetuous in his anger.. 
I can’t think Mr. Lovelace.can.be much more fa; at: - 


leaft; he cannot Joeé it, as my uncle, . with his.harder. 
features, can. Thefe fea-profper’d gentlemen, as my. 
uncle has often made me: think, not ufed:to any but 


elemental controul, and evem ready to buffet That; 
blufter often. as violently: as. the winds they are ac-. 


cuftomed.to be angry at. 


I believe both. Mr.. Sol mes and L fhall look. ikea 
couple of fools, if it be true, as my uncle Harlowe., - 


Writes, 


\ 
) 
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writes, and Betty often tells'me, that he is‘ as much 
afraid of feeing me, as I'am of feeing him. | . 
Adieu, my happy, thrice happy, Mifs Howe, who 
have no hard terms-affixed to your duty !—.:Who 
have nothing to do, but to fall in with a choice your 
mamma has made for -you, to: which you have not, 
nor can have, a juft objection : “Except the froward- 
nefs of fex, as our free cenfurers would perhaps take 
the liberty to fay, makes it one, that the choice was 
our mamma’s, at firft hand. Perverfe nature,: we 
ow, loves not to be prefcribed to ;- altho’: youtrs 
not fo well qualify’d, either by fedatenefs or experience, 
to choofe for itfelf. a ae 
To know your own happinefs; and that it is vow, 
-nor to leave it to after-refleCton to look back upon 
the preferable paft with a heavy and fedf-accufing 
heart, that you did: not-choofe it when you might 
have-chofen it, 1s all that -is neceflary to complete 
your felicity |—-And this power is-wifh’d you by 
aaa ot Your ~ ta tis. ee? Lip tae @ 29 
‘Ci. HARLowE. 


«LETTER XXVIL 
— Mifs Howe, .To Mifs Cragissa HARLowE. 


a * Sunday, April2. 
J] Ought yefterday to have acknowleged the receipt 
of your parcel: Robin tells me, that the Jofeph 
Leman whom you mention as the traitor, faw him. 
He was in the poultry-yard, and fpoke to Robin over 
the bank which divides that from ‘the (sreen- Lane. 
‘What brings you hither, Mr. Robert ?— But I can 
tell. Hie away, as faft as you can. | 
No doubt but their dependence upon this fellow’s 
vigilance, and upon Betty’s, leaves you more at li- 
berty in your airings, than you would otherwife be: 
But you are the only perfon I ever heard of, who, in 
fuch circumftances, had not fome faithful fervant, to 


sruft 


aa me 8 
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truft little offices to. A. ‘poet, my dear, ‘would not 
have gone to work (or an Angelica, without:giving 


+ her. ber Violetta, her Cleanthe, her Clelia, or fome 


a as pretty-nam’d conbaante: —. An old nurfe at the 
eatt 


VT read to my mamma feveral paffages of f your let. 
ters. But: your laft paragraph, in your yeiterday’s, 


‘charm’d her quite. You have won her heart by it, 
fhe told. me. And while her fit of gratitude for it 


Jafted; I was thinking to open my propofal,.and to 
prefs it with all the earneftnefs I could give it, when 
Hickman came in, making his legs, and ftroking his | 
cravat and ruffles in turn. 

I could: moft freely have ruffled him. for it— As it 
‘was—Sir—faw you not fome one of the fervants ?-— 


‘Could not one of them. have-come in before you? | 


‘He bege’d pardon: Looked as if he knew not whe- 
ther hehad beft keep his ground, or withdraw :-—Till 
my mamma. Why, Nancy, we: are- not. upon par- 
ticulars. —Pray, Mr: Hickman, fit down. 

- By your le—ave, good madam, to me.— You- 
know his drawl, when his mufcles give him the re- 
fpectful hefitation— 

Ay, ay, pray fit dowii; honeft man, if you are 
weary !—But by my mamma, if you pleafe. I defire 
my hoop may. have its full circumference. All they’re 


_good for, that I know, is to clean dirty fhoes, me to 
_ keep ill-manner’d fellows at a diftance. 


Strange girl! cry’d my mamma, difpleafed ; but 
-with a milder turn, Ay, ay, Mr. Hickman, fit down 
by me. . L have no fuch forbidding folly in my drefs.— 


_ I looked ferious ; and in my heart was glad this fpeech _ 


of hers was not made to your uncle Antony. 

My mamma, with the true widow’s freedom, would 
“mighty prudently have led into our fubject, and have had 
him fee, I queftion not, that very paragraph in your 
Aetter, which is fo much in his favour. He was highly 

| epee 
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obliged to dear Mifs Harlowe, fhe would affiire him; 
that fhe did fay— 7 
But I afked him, If he had any news by his hf 
letters from London: A queftion he always under- 
ftands to be a /ubjeét-changer ; for otherwife I never 
put it. And fo if he be Sut filent, ‘I am not angry 
with him, that he anfwers it not. a 
I choofe not to mention my propofal before him, 
till I know how it will be relifh’d by my mammz. 
If it be not well received, perhaps 1 may employ him 
on the occafion. Yet I don’t like to owe him an 
obligation, if I could help it. ‘For men who have- 
his views in their heads, do fo parade it, fo ftrut about, 
if a woman condefcend to employ them in her affhirs, 
that one has no patience with them. But if I find 
not an opportunity this day, I will make onc to- 
morrow. | om 
I fhall not open either of your fealed-up parcels, 
‘but in your prefence. There ts nonced. Yourcon- 
duct is out of all queftion with me: And by the ex- 
tracts you have given me from his letters and your 
own, I know all that relates to the prefent fituation 
of things between you. : Sarg 
I was going to give you a little flippant hint or two. 
But fince you wifh to be thought fuperior to all our fex; 
in the command of yourfelf; and fince indeed you deferve’ 
to be fo thought; I will fpare you.— You are, however, 
at times,. more than half mclin’d to {peak out. That 
ou do not, is only owing to a little baftful ftruggle 
etween ygu and yourfelf, as } may fay. When that 
is quite got over, I know you will favour me undif- 
- guifedly with the refult. [a 2 re, & 
I cannot forgive your taking upon you (at fo extra- 
vagant a rate too) to pay my mammia’s fervant. In-* 
déed I am, and | will be, angry with you for it. A 
year’s wages at once well nigh (only as, unknown to 
my mamina; I make it better for the fervants, accord- 
2 ee ing 
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ing to their merits) !—-How it made the man ftare!— 
And it may be his ruin too, as far as Tknow. If he 
fhould. buy a ring, and marry a forry body in the 
neighbourhood with the moncy, one would be loth, 
a twelvemonth hence, that the poor old fellow fhould 
think he had reafon to.wifh the bounty neverconfcrr’d! 

I MUuST give yeu your way in hile thingss you fay.— 
And I know there is no contradicting you: For you 
‘were ever putting too great a value upon little offices 
done for yeu, and too little upon the great oncs you 
do for ethers, The fatisfaction you havc in doing fo, _ 
I grant it, rcpays.you. But why fhould you, by the 
noblenefs of your mind, throw reproaches upon the. 
reft of the world?— Particularly, upon your own 
family, and uponours too? ee 
. If, as I have, heard you fay, it is a good rule to 
give worns the bearivg, but to form our judgments of 
nen. and things. by. DEEDS ONLY 3. what fhal] we think 
one jes to.find palliatives in words, for nar- 
rownels of heart in. the very. perfons her deeds fo 
filently, yet fo forcibly, refle&t upon? Why. blufh 
you not, my dear friend, to be thus fingular?~-When 
you mect with another perfon, whofe mind is like 
your own, then difplay your excellencies as you 
pleafe.: Byt till then, for pity’s fake, let your heart 
and your {pirit {uffer a little contraétion. - 

_ I intended to write but a few lines; chiefly to 
let you know, your parcels are come fafe. And 
accordingly I began in a large hand; and I am al- 
ready come.to the end of my fecond fheet. But I 
could, write 4 quire without hefitation, upofr’ fubject 
fo capious, and fo beloved, as is your praife. — Not 
for this {ingle inftance of your generofity ; fince I am 
really angry with you for it; but for the benevo- 
lence exemplified in the whole tenor of your life and 
actions; of which This is but a common inftance. 
God dire& you, in your own arduous aaa all 
— | ave 
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I have room to add; and make you.as happy, as you 
think to be 
Your own © 
| Anna Howe. 
LETTER XXVIII. 
Mifs Crarissa HaRtowe, To Mifs Howe. 
Sunday Night, April 2. 
I Have many n new particulars to acquaint you with, 
that fhew a great change in my: friends’ behaviour 
tome. I did not think we had fo much art among 
us, as I find we have. I will give them to ) You as 
they offer’d. 

All the family v was ‘at church in the morning. They 
brought good Dr. Lewin with them, in purfuance of 
a previous invitation. And the doctor fent up to defire 
my permiffion to attend me in my own ae 

You may believe it was =aity canes 

So the doctor came up. 

We had a converfation of near an hour before din- 
ner: But, to my elaine he waved every thing 
that would have led to the fubjeét I fuppofed he wanted 
to talk about. At laft,. I afked ‘him, If. it. were ‘not 
thought ftrange I fhould be fo long abfent from church? 
He made me fome’ handfome compliments. upon. ‘it ; 
But faid, For his part, he had ever made it-a rule; 
to avoid interfering i in the private concerns. of: families, 
unlefs defired to do fo. 

I was prodigioufly difappointed : ‘But fappofing that 
he was thought too juft a-‘man to be made’a judge of 
in this caufe ; I led no more to it. Nor, when he was 

called to dinner, did he take the leaft notice of leaving 

me behind him there. 
~ But this was-the firft time, fake my. eonenened: 
that I thought it a hardfhip not to dinejbelow. And 
when I parted with = on the ftaixs, a tear would burft 
its 


i 

$ 

as 
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its way; and he hurried down; his own good-natured 
eyes gliftening; for he faw it.— Nor trufted. he his 
voice, left the accent, I fuppofe, fhould have difco- 


« Ver’d his concern; departing in filence; tho’ with his 


ufual graceful obligingnefs. | 
I hear, that he praifed me, and De part in the 
converfation we had held together.— To fhew them, 


jects which I make no doubt he was defired not to 


+ €nfer upon. 


Mi 


He left’ me fo diflatisfy’d, yet fo perplexed with 


5 this new-way of treatment, that I never found my- 
 felf fo puzzled, and fo much out of my train. 


But I was to be more fo. This was to be a day of 
puzzle tome. Pregnant puzzle, if I may fo fay:— 
For there'muft. great meaning lie behind it. 


: ' In the afternoon, all but my brother and fifter went 


to ‘church with the good doctor; who left his com- 
pliments:for me. I took a walk in-the garden: My 
brother and fifter walked in it too, and kept- me in 
their eye a good while, on purpofe, as I thought, 
that I might fee how gay and good-humour’d the 
were together. At laft they .came down the wah _ 
that I vas coming up, hand-in-hand, lover-like. . " 
‘Your-fervant, Mifs— Your fervant, Sir — pafled 
between my brother andme. ey ee 
Is it not cold-ith, fifter Clary ? in a kinder voicd 
than. ufual, faid my fifter, and ftopp’d.— I ftopp’dj 
and courtefy’d low to her half-courtefy.-— I think 
not, fifter, faid I. eae 
She went on. ' I courtefy’d without return ; and 


proceeded ; turning to my poultry-yard. © 
 By‘a ‘fhorter turn; arm-in-arm, they were there 

before mesh 
I think, Clary, faid my brother, you muft prefeng — 

me with fome of this breed, for Scotland. 

“If yowpleafé, brother; © 

Dll choofe for. you, ‘faid my. fifter, .  - 3 


it 


$ 
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And while I fed them, they picked out half’ a 
_ dozen: Yet intending nothing by it, I believe, but 
to fhew a deal of love and good-humour to cach 
other, before me. ee ies 
My uncles next (after chureh was done, to fpeak 
in the common phrafe} were to do me the honour of 
their notice. They bid Petty tell me, they ‘would 
drink tea with me in my own apartment. Now, 
thought I, fhall I have the fubjeét of next Tuefday in- 
forced upon me. 7 
- But they contradi&ted the tea-ordérs, and only my 
uncle Harlowe came uptome - — - - | 
Half-diftant, half-afteCtionate, was the air he put 
on to his daughter-niece, as he ufed to call me; and 
I threw myfelf at his feet, and befought his favour. - 
None of thefe difcompofures, child ! None of thefe 
epprehenfions ! .You’ll now have every-body’s favour ! 
All 1s coming about, my dear !— I was impattent to 
fee you! — [could no longer deny myfelf this fatis- 
faction. And. raifed me, ‘and kifled me, and called 
me, Charming creature ! ne 
- But he waved entering into any interefting fubject. 
All will be-well now! All will be right |— No more 
complainings !_ Every-body loves you !—I only came 
to make my earlieft court.to you, were his conde- 
fcending words, and to fit and. tall of twenty -and 
twenty fond things, as I ufed to do.—- And let every 
{t-difagreeable thing be forgotten ; as if nothing had 
ppen’d. | i oe 
He underftood me as beginning fo hint at the dif- 
grace of my confinemérit. — No difgrace, my dear, 
can fall to your lot: Your reputation is too well efta- 
blifhed. — I long’d to fee you, repeated: he.— I have 
feen no-body half fo amiable, fince I faw you laft. 


‘ 


+ And again he kiffed my cheek, my glowing check, - 
for I was impatient, 1 was vexed, to be thus, as f- 


thought, play’d upon: And how could I be grateful 
for a vifit, that, it naw was evident, was on A = 
ee ummble 
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. bumble artifice, to draw mein againft the next Tuef- 
. day, or to leave me inexcufable to them all-! 
. Omy cunning brother !~-This is his contrivance t 
And then my anger made me recollect the triumph 
.. in his aad my fifter’s loves to each other, ated before 
. me; and the mingled indignation fafhing from their 
_« eyes, as, arm in arm, they fpoke to.meé, ané the forced 
.. condefcenfion playing upon their lips, when they called 
7, me Clary, -and Sifter. es 
“Do you think I could, with thefe refleGtions, look 
. Upon my uncle Harlowe’s vifit as: the favour he feem’d 
"~ defirous I fhould think it to be ?—Indeed Ieould nots 
<a 39d feeing him fo ftudioufly avoid all recrimination, 
iyay 2d may. eall it, I gave into the affedtation ; and fol- 
“asi lowed him in his talk of indifferent things. :— While 
“\q be feemed to-admire This thing and That, as if he had 
me never feen them before ; and now and then, condefcend« 
ie ‘ peels the hand that wrought fome of the things 
‘ ais DeAtKed his eyes upon 3 net fo much to admife them, 
: une 8% find fubjeéts to divert what was moft in his head} 
"and in my own heart. tHe xe A a 
a. | At his going away—-How: can J: leave you here by 
Eg yourfelf, my dear?—-You, whofe company ufed to 
eee enliven us all.—You are net expected down indeed t 
a But I proteft, I had a-geod mind to furprifé your! 
ye ie papa and mamma !—If I thought nothing would arife, 
‘aa that would be difagreeable—My dear, my love! 1: 
te i the dear artful gentleman:!. how could my unele 
on, BEE Harlowe fo diffemble ?} What fay you !— Will you 
wet give me your hand:? — Will you fee your father ?— 
Oe ; Can: you ftand his firft difpleafure, ‘on feeing thedear 
0 cia , Sttature who has given him and all of us: fo much dif- 
8" tubaqce?—rCan you promifefuture— 
ep 4, ., He faw me rifing in my temper — Nay, my dear 
cel bee you-cannot be all refignation, [-would not have you 
VE thinkofit! 
el, He -. My heart, ftruggling between duty nd warmth of 
vonll)* temper, was-full. You know, my. dear, I never could 
deat, We Oa es bear 
pos. : 
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bear to be dealt meanly with |—How,—how can you, 


Sir! —You, my papa-uncle !—How can you, Sir! 


— The poor girl!— For I could not fpeak with 
connexion. — | 

Nay, my dear, if you cannot be all duty, all re- 
fignation—better ftay where you are. —But after the 
inftance you have given— _- 

Inftancey I-have given !— What inftance, Sir? 

Well, well, child, better ftay where you aré, if 
your paft confinement hangs fo heavy upon you—But 
now there will be a fudden end to it. — Adieu, my 
dear !——-Three words only— Let your compliance be 
fincere !— And love me, as you ufed to love me— 
Your grandfather did not do fo much for you, as I will 
do for you. a 

Without fuffering me to reply, he hurry’d away, 
I thought, as if he had an efcape, and was glad his 
part was over. | 

Don’t you fee, my dear, how they are all deter- 
min’d ?—Have.I not reafon to dread next ‘Tuefday ? 

Up prefently after came my fifter :— To obferve, 
I fuppofe, the way.I was in—She found me in 
tears. | 

Have you not a Thomas a Kempis, fifter? witha 
ft. ff air. | 3 

- J have, Madam. 

| Madam! How long are we to be at this diftance, 


Clary ? . 
No longer, if you allow me to call you, fifter, my 
dear Bella! And I took her hand. — :; 

No fawning nerther, girl | | | 

I withdrew my hand as haftily, asI fhould do, if, 


reaching at a parcel from under the wood, I had been 


bit by a {corpion. | 

I beg pardon.— Too, too ready to make advances, 
I am always fubjeQting myfelf to contempts ! 

People who know not how to keep a middle be- 
haviour, faid fhe, muft ever-more do fo. 

ae oS I will 


q) 
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_ A will fetch you the Kempis—I did—Here it is.— 
ae will. find excellent things, Bella, in that little 
ook. nee | 
I with, retorted fhe, you had profited by them. 
I with you may, faid I. Example from a fifter older 


; than: one’s felf is a fine thing. 


‘3 


Older ! Saucy little fool ! — And away fhe flung. 
_ What a captious old woman will my fifter make, 


1 f fhe lives to be one ! — Demanding the reverence ; 
; yet not aiming at the merit; and atham’d of the 
4 years, that only can intitle her to the reverence. 


It is plain from what I have related, that they think 


- they have got me at fome advantage, by obtaining 
. Iy confent to this interview : But if it were not, 


Betty’s impertinence juft now would make it more 


. evident. She has been complimenting me upon it ; 
~ and upon the vifit af my uncle Harlowe. She fays, 


thed ifficulty now is more than half over with me. She 


igh.) 
a et 


is fure I would not fee Mr. Solmes, but to have him. 
Now fhall fhe be foon better imploy’d than of late 


-: fhe has been. All hands will be at work. She loves 
.. dearly to have weddings go forward !— Who knows 


whofe turn will be next? 
I found in the afternoon a reply to my anfwer to 


~ Mr. Lovelace’s letter: It is full of promifes, full of 


gratitude, of eternal gratitude, is his word, among 


- others ftill more hyperbolic. Yet Mr. Lovelace, the 


leaf of any man whofe letters I have feen, runs into 


. thofe elevated abfurdities. I fhould be apt to defpile 
' him for it, ifhe did. . Such language looks always to 


me, as if the flattcrer thought to fivd a woman a fool, 


, Or hop’d to make her one. — 


_© He regrets my indifference to him; which puts 


* all the hope he has in my favour, upon my friends. 
. ‘fhocking ufage of me... . 


‘As to my charge upon him of unpolitenefs and 


3 ‘uncontroulablenefs— What (he afks) can he fay? 
' ‘Since being unable abfolutely to vindicate himfelf, : 


the 
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‘he has too much ingenuity to attempt to do fo: 
¢ Yet is ftruck dumb by my harfh conftruction, that 
‘ his acknowleging temper is owing more to his care- 
“ Jefriefs to defend himfelf, than to his inclination to 
‘amend. He had riever before met with the ob- 
© jeCtions againft his morals which | had raifed, ju/7/p 


© raifed. And he was refolved to obviate them. 
* What is it, he afks, that he had promifed, but re- 
¢ formation by my example? And what occafion for 
‘the promife, if he had not faults, and thofe very 
“ great ones, to reform of ? He hopes, acknowlege- 
¢ ment of an error is no bad fign; altho’ my fevere 
¢ virtue has interpreted it into one. | 
‘ He believes I may be right (/everely right, he 
© calls ) in my judgment againft making reprifals in 
¢ the cafe of the intelligence he receives from my fa- 
‘ mily: He cannot charge himfelf to be of a temper 
‘ that leads him to be inquifitive into any-body’s pri- 
“ vate affairs; but hopes, that the circumftances of 
“the cafe, and the ftrange conduct of my ftiends, 
¢ will excufe him; efpecially, when fo much depends 
* upon his knowing the movements of a family fo 
‘ violently bent, by meafures right or wrong, to carry 
their point againft me, in malice to him. People 
‘he fays, who act like Angels, ought to have Angels 
“to deal with. For his part, -hé has hot yet learn’d 
‘ the difficult leflon of returning good fur evil: And 
“< fhall think himfelf the lefs encourag’d to learn it, 
‘ by the treatment I have met with, from the very 
© {pirits, which, were he to lay himfelf under their feet, 
‘ would trample upon him, as they do upon me. 
. © He excufes himfelf for the liberties he owns he 
© has heretofore taken in ridiculing the miarriage-ftate. 
© It is a fubject, he fays, that he has not of tate treated 
“ fo lightly. He owns it to be fo trite, fo beaten, a 
* topic with all libertines and witlings ; fo frothy, fo 
‘empty, fo nothing-meaning, fo worn-out a theme, 
* that he is heartily afhamed of himfelf, - ever to have 
‘ made 


- : 
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© made it his. He condemns it as a ftupid reflection 
“ upon the laws and good order of fociety, and upon 
*a man’s own anceftors: And in himfelf, who has 
€fome reafon to value himfelf upon his defcent and 
© alliances, more cenfurable, than in thofe who have 
© not the fame advantage to boaft of. He promifes 
© to be more circum{pect than ever, beth in his words 
© and actions, that he may be more and more wor- 
‘thy of my approbation ; and that he may give an 
© aflurance before-hand, that a foundation is laid in ° 
‘his mind, for my example to work upon, with equal 
* reputation and effect to us both ;—if he may be fe 
‘happy as tocall me hs. | 

‘ He gives me up, as abfolutely loft, if k goto my 
uncle Antony’s: The clofe confinement; The 
«:Moated-houfe ; The Chapel ; the implacablenefs of 
© my brother and fifter, and their power over the reft 
‘of my family, he fets forth in ftrong lights, and 
€ plainly hints, that he muft have a ftruggle to pre- 
* vent my being carry’d thither.’ 

- Your kind, your generous interefting of yourfelf 
in your mamma's favour for me, I hope, will prevent 
thofe -harfher extremities which I might otherwife be 
driven to. And to you I will fly, if permitted, and 
keep all my promifes, of not correfponding with anv- 
body, not feeing any-body, but by your mamma’s 
direction and yours. —I will clofe, and depofite at 
ean place. It is not neceflary to fay, How much 

Tour ever-affectionate and obliged 

Cry. Harrowe. 
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LETTER XxIxX. 
| Mifs Cuarissa Hartowe, To Mif; Howe. 


Monday, April 3. 


I Am glad my papers are fafe in your hands. I will | 


4 


make it my endeavour to deferve your good opi- - 
nion, that I may not at once difgrace your judgment, - 


and my own heart. 
I have another letter from Mr. Lovelace. He is 
extremely apprehenfive of the meeting I am to have 


with Mr. Solmes to-morrow. He fays, * That the airs » 


* that wretch gives himfelf on the occafion, add to 


¢ his concern; and it is with infinite difficulty that 
© he prevails upon himfelf, not to make him a vifit, to - 
© let him know what he may expect, if compulfion be - 


© ufed towards me in his favour. He afflures me, That : 


¢ Solmes has actually talked with tradefmen of new 


© equipages, and names the people in town, with 


© whom he has treated: That he has even’ (Was there 


ever fuch a horrid wretch !) ¢ allotted This and That — 


‘apartment in his houfe, for a nurfery, and other 
© offices.’ 

How fhall I bear to hear fuch a creature talk of 
love to me? I fhall be out of all patience with him! 
—Befides, I thought that he did not dare to make or 
talk of thcefe impudent preparations — So inconfiftent 
as fuch are with my brother’s views — But I fly the 
fhocking fubject. : 

Upon this confidence of Solmes, you will lefs won- 
der at That of Lovelace, ¢ in preffing me, in the name 
© of all his family, to efcape from fo determined a 
© violence, as is intended to be offer’d to me at m 
‘ uncle’s: ‘That the forward contriver fhould propofe 
‘his uncle’s chariot-and-fix to be at the ftile that 
‘leads up to the lonely coppice, adjoining to our 
© padaocx. You will fee how audacioufly he men- 


‘tions | 


peer 
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€ tions fettlements ready drawn ; horfemen ready, to 
© mount; and one of his.coufins Montague to be in 
‘the chariot, or at the George in the neighbouring 
¢ village, waiting to accompany me to Lord M’s, or 
© to either of his aunts, or to town, as I pleafe; and 
© upon fuch orders, or conditions, and under fuch re- 
¢ ftrictions, as to himfelf, as 1 fhall prefcribe.’ 

You will fee how he threatens ‘ ‘To watch and way- 
‘lay them, and refcue me, as he calls it, by an> 
‘ armed force of friends and fervants, if they attempt 
‘ to carry me againft my will to my uncle’s ; and this, 
¢ whether I give my confent to the enterprife, or not: 
¢ —Since he fhall have no hopes if Iam once there.’ 

O my dear friend |! Who can think -ofghefe things, 
and not be extremely miferable in her apprehenfions ! 

This mifchievous fex ! What had I to do with any 
of them ;_ or they with me! — I had deferv’d This, - 
were it by my own feeking, by my own giddinefs, 


_ that I had brought myfelf into this fituation—I with, 


with all my heart— But how foolifhly we are apt to 
wifh,. when we find ourfelves unhappy, and know 
not how to help ourfelves. eee oe 

On your mamma's goodnefs, however, is my re- 
liance. If I can but avoid being precipitated on cis 
ther hand, till my coufin Morden arrives, a recon- 
ciliation muft follow ; and all willbe happy! 

I have depofited a letter for Mr. Lovelace; in’ 
which ‘1 charge him to avoid any rafh ftep, any vifit 
‘to Mr. Solmes, which may be followed by acts of | 
‘violence, as he would not difoblige me for ever. 

I re-aflure him, © That I will fooner die than b 
‘ that man’s wife. | a 

¢ Whatever be my ufage, whatever the refult of 
¢ this interview, I[-infift upon his not prefuminz -to 
© offer violence to any of my friends: And exprefs 
¢ myfelf highly difpleafed, that he fhould prefume up- 
¢ on fuch an intereft in my favour, as to think him- 
< felf intitled to difpute my father’s authority in my 

ao ee ‘ removal - 
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¢ removal to my uncle’s ; altho’ I tell him, that I will 
© omit neither prayers nor contrivance, even to the 
‘ making of myfelf ill, to avoid going.’ 

To-morrow is Tuefday !— How foon comes up- 
on us the day we dread !—O that a deep fleep of 
twenty-four hours would feize my faculties — But 
then the next day would be Tuefday, as to all the 
effects and purpofes, for which I fo much dread it. If 
this reach you ere the event of this fo much ap- 
prehended interview can be known, pray for 

| ; Your 
Cr. HaRrtowe. 


| WETTER XxX. 
 Mifs Crarissa HarLowE, To Mifs Howe. 


Tuefday Morning, Six o Clock. 
HE day is come !—I with it were happily over. 
Ihave had a wretched night. Hardly a wink 
have I flept, ruminating upon the approaching inter- 
view. ‘The very diftance of time they confented to, 
has added folemnity to the meeting, which otherwife 
it would not have had. _ ae 
_ A thoughtful mind is not a bleffing to be coveted, 
unlefs it had fuch a happy vivacity with it, as yours : 
A vivacity, which enables a perfon to enjoy the pre- 
' fent, without being over-anxious about the future. 


| Tuefday, Eleven o’ Clock. 

T Have had a vifit from my aunt Hervey. Betty, 
in her alarming way, told me, I fhoula have.a Lady 
to breakfaft with me, whom I little expected; giving 
me to believe 1¢ was my mamma. This flutter'd me 
fo much, on hearing a Lady coming up-ftairs, fup- 
pofing it was fhe (not knowing how to account for 
her motives in fuch a vifit, after | had been fo long 


banifh’d from her prefence) that my aunt, at her en- 


trance, 
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trance, took notice of my diforder, and after the firit 
falutation, : 

Why, Mifs faid fhe, you feem furpriz’d!— Upon | 
my word, you thoughtful young Ladies have ftrange 
apprehenfions about nothing at all. What, taking 


my hand, can be the matter with you?— Why, my 


dear, tremble, tremble, tremble at this rate? You’il 
be fit to be feen by no-body. Come, my love, 
kiffing my cheek, pluck up a courage! By this neeJls 
defs flutter on the approaching interview, when ft is 
over, you will judge of your other antipathies, and 
laugh at yourfelf for giving way to fo apprehenfive an 


‘imagination. 


I faid, that whatever we ftrongly im®in’d, was, 
in its effects at the time, more than imaginary, altho’ 
to others it might not appear fo: ‘That I had nct 
refted one hour all night: That the impertinent {it 
over me ‘had flutter’d me, with giving me room to 


think, that it was my mamma who was coming up 


to me: And that, at this rate, I fhould be very little 


_qualify’d to fee any-body I difliked to fee. 


There was no accounting for thefe things, fhe faid. 
Mr. Solmes laft night fuppos’d he fhould be under as 
much agitation as E — —_ 

Who is it, then, Madam, that fo reluCtant an in- 
terview on both fides, is to pleafe? ; 

Both of you, my dear, I hope, after the-firft flurrics 
are over. The moft apprehenfive beginnings, I have 
often known, make the happieft conclufions. 

There can be but one happy conclufion to the.in- 
tended vilit, and that is, That both fides may be fa- 
tisfy’d it will be the laft. | Meg tae 

She then reprefented, how unhappy it would be for 
me, if I did not fuffer myfelf to'be prevailed upon : 
She prefled me to receive him as became my edu- 
cation: And declar’d, that his apprehenfions at fee- 


‘mg me, were owing to his love and his awe; inti- 


mating, that true love was bef known by fear, arid 
| s bg reverence ;. 
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reverence; and that no bluftermng, braving lever 
could deferve encouragement. 

To this I anfwered, That conftitution was a preat 
deal to be confidered: That a man of fpirit would a& 
like one, and could do nothing meanly: ‘That a creep- 
ing mind would creep in every-thing, where it had a 
view to obtain a benefit by it; and infult, where it 
had power, and nothing to expect :— That this was 
not a point now to be determin’d with me: That J 
had faid as much as I could poffibly fay on this fub- 
ject: That this interview was impofed upon me: 
thofe, indeed, who had a right to impofe it; but that 
it was forely againft my will comply’d with, and for 
this reafon; That there was averfion, not wilfulne/s, 
in the cafe ; and fo nothing could: come af it, but a 
pretence, as I much apprehended, to ufe me {til 
more feverely than I had been ufed. — 7 


She was then pleafed to charge me with prepof- © 


feffion, and prejudice: Expatiated upon the duty of 
a child: Imputed to me abundance of fine qualities ; 
but told me, that, in this cafe, that of perfuadable- 
nefs was‘wanting to crown All. She infifted upon 
the merit of obedience, altho’ my will were of in it, 
‘From a little hint I gave of my ftill greater diflike to 
fee Mr. Solmes, on account of the freedom I had 
treated him with, fhe talked to me of his forgiving 
difpofition ; of his infinite refpect for me; and I-can- 
not-tell-what of this fort.— : 

I never found myfelf fo fretful in’ my life. I told 
my aunt fo; and begg’d her pardon for it. But fhe 
faid, it was well difguifed then; for fhe faw nothing 

_ but little tremors ufual with young Ladies, When they 
_ Were to fee their admirets for the fer time, ‘as this 

might be called: For that it was the firft time I ‘had 
confented to fee him in that light. — But that the 
NC X tome 

How, Madam, interrupted I!—Is it then imagined 
J give this meeting upon that foot ?>— 
| ; To 
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To be fure it is, child. ——— 
To be fure it is, Madam! — Then do I yet defire 
to decline it !— I will not, I cannot, fee him, if he 
expects me to fee him upon thofe terms. : 
Nicenefs, punctilio! — Mere punétilio, niece !— 
Can you think that your appointment, Day, Place, 
‘Hour, and knowing what the intent of it was, is to 
be interpreted away as‘a mere ceremony, and to mean 
nothing ?—~ Let me tell you, my dear, your father, 
mother, uncles, every-body, refpe& this appointment 
‘as the firft act of your compliance with their wills ; 
‘and therefore recede not, I defire you; but make a 
merit of what cannot be help’d !— | 
O the hideous wretch |— Pardon me, Madam,— 
Ito be fuppos’d to meet fuch a man as thet, with 
_ :fuch a view! and he to be arm’d with fuch an ex- 
_ pectation !—But it cannot be that he expects it, what- 
_ever others may do.— It is plain he cannot, by the 
feat he tells you all, he fhall have to fee me: If his 
bape were {fo audacious, he could not fear fo much. - 
Indeed, he has this hope; and juftly founded too. 
But his fear arifes from his reverence, as I told you 
before. | | 
Els reverence !— his unworthinefs !— ”T is {8 .appa- 
rent, that he himfelf fees it, as well as every-body 
elfe. Hence the purchafe he aims at ! ——- Hence is it,. 
that fettlements are to make up for acknowleg’d want 
of merit !— : = 
His unworthinefs, fay you !—Not fo faft, my dear. - 
Does not this look like fetting a high value upon 
yourfelf?— We all have exalted notions of your me- 
rit, niece; but neverthelefs, it would not be wrong,. 
if you were to arrogate lefs to yourfelf; tho’ more 
were to be your due, than your friends attribute to. 
Ou. 
: I am forry, Madam, it fhould be thought acro- 
_ gance in me, to fuppofe 1 am not worthy of a better 
man than Mr, Solmes,. nt as to perfon ear a 
4. ext 
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And as to fortune, I thank God I defpife all that can 
be infifted upon in his favour, from fo poor a plea. 
She told me, It fignify’d nothing to talk: I knew 
the expectation of every-one— : . 
Indeed I did not.— It was impoffible I could think 
of fuch a ftrange expectation, upon a compliance 


made only to fhew, I would comply in all that was — 


_in my power to comply with. | 
I might eafily, fhe faid, have fuppofed, that every- 
one thought I was beginning to oblige them all, by 
the kind behaviour of my brother and fifter to me in 
the garden, laft Sunday; by my fifter’s vif to me 
afterwards in my chamber; altho’ both more ftiffy 
received by me, than were either wifhed or expected ; 
by my uncle Harlowe’s affeCtionate vifit to me the 
fame afternoon ; not indeed fo very gratefully received, 
_as I ufed to receive his favours :— But this he kindly 
imputed to the difpleafure I had conceived at my.cor- 
finement, and to my coming-off by degrees, that I 
pie keep myfelf in countenance for my paft oppg- 

ition | | ad 

See, my dear, the low cunning of that Sunday- 
management, which then fo much furprifed me! And 
fee the reafon why Dr. Lewin was admitted to vifit 
“me, yet forbore to enter upon a fubje& that I thought 
he came to talk to me about !— For, it feems, there 
- ‘was no occafion to difpute with me on a point I was 
to be /uppofed to have conceded to.— See, alfo, how 
unfairly my brother and fifter muft have reprefented 
their pretended kindnefs, when (tho’ they had an end 
to anfwer by appearing kind) their antipathy to me 
feems to have been fo ftrong, that they could not help 
infulting me by their arm-in-arm lover-like behaviour 
to cach other; as my fifter afterwards likewife did, 
when fhe came, to borrow my Kempis.— | 
_ _ [lifted up my hands and eyes ! — I cannot, faid I, 
give this treatment a name !—The end {o unlikely to be 
anfwer’d by means fo low! —I know whofe the whole 
| is ! 


ee a 
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is !—Hle that could get my uncle Harlowe to contri- 
bute his part, and procure the acquiefcence of the reft 
ef my friends to it, muft have the power to do any 
thing with them againft me !— 

Again my aunt told me, that talking and invective, 
now I had given the expectation, would fignify no- 
thing. She hoped I would not fhew them all, that 
they had been toe forward in their conftructions of my 
ache to oblige'them. She could aflure me, that it 
would be worfe for me, if now I receded, than if E 
bad never advanced— 

Advanced, Madam! How can you fay advanced ? 
Why, this is a trick upon me !—. A poor, low trick ! 
Pardon me, Madam, i don’t fay you have a hand in 
it.— But, my deareft aunt, tell me, Will not m 
mamma be prefent at this dreaded interview ?— Wi 
fhe not fo far favour me? —Were it but to qualify— 

Qualify, my dear, interrupted fhe—Your mammay. 
and your uncle Harlowe, would. not be prefent on: 
this occafion. for the world—. 7 

O then, Madam,. how can they look. upon my 
eonfent to this interview as an advance? — 

My aunt was.difpleafed at this home pufh.. Mifs: 
Clary, faid fhe, there. is no dealing with you. It. 


would ‘be happy for you, and for every-body elfe,. 


were your obedience. as ready as your. wit.. 1 will 


. leave you— 


Not in anger, I hope, Madam ! interrupted I— 
All I meant was, to obferve, that let the meeting” 
iffue as it mu/? iflue, it cannot. be a.difappointment.to» 


.any- body. 


O Mifs! you feem: to: be.a very determin’d’ young: 
creature.— Mr..Solmes will be here. at your. time ;: 
And remember once more, that upon the coming, | 
afternoon depends the peace of your whole. family,, 
and your own happinefs.— 

And fo faying, down fhe hurried.. 


1s; Hae 
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Here I ftop. In what way I fhall refume, or when, 
is not left to me to conjecture ; much lefs to deter- 
mine. I am exceffively uneafy !— No good news 
from your mamma, I doubt !—I will depofite thus 
far, for fear of the wortt. 

Adieu, my beft, my only friend! 


} LETTER XXX. 
 Mifs CrarissA HaRLowe, To Mi/s Howe. . 


Tuefday Evening ; and continued thro’ the night. 
VY ELE: my dear, I am alive, and here! But 
how long I fhall be either here, or alive, I can- 
not fay !—I have a vaft deal to write ; and perhaps fha]] 
have little time for it. Neverthelefs, I muft tel] you 
hhow the faucy Betty again fluttered me, when fhe 
came up with this Solmes’s meffage ; altho’, as-you 
will remember from my faft, [ was in a way before, 
that wanted no additional furprizes. - | 
Mifs! Mifs! Mifs! cry’d fhe, as faft as fhe could 
fpeak, with her arms fpread abroad, and all her fingers 
diftended, and held up, will you be pleafed to walk 
down into your own parlour?— There is every-body, 
‘PN affure you, in full congregation! — And there is 
Mr. Solmes, as fine as a Lord, with a charming white 
‘peruke, fine laced fhirt and ruffles, coat trimmed 
with filver, and a waiftcoat ftanding an end with 
lace !— Quite handfome, believe me !— You never 
faw fuch an alteration!— Ah! Mifs, fhaking her 
head, ’tis pity you have faid fo much againft him !— 
But you know how to come off, for all that !—I hope 
it will not be too late !— | 
Impertinence! faid ],—Wert thou bid to come up 
in this fluttering way ?— And I took up my fan, and 
fann’d myfelf. 
Blefs me! faid fhe, how foon thefe fine young 
Ladies will be put into fu/ferations } —I meant not 
‘either to offend or frighten you, I am fure— 
Every- 


| Says. 
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Every-body there, do you fay ?—Who do you call. 
every-body ?‘— | | 

hy, Mis, holding out her Icft palm opened,. 

and with a flourifh, 2nd a faucy leer, patting it with. 

the fore-finger of the other at every mentioned per-- 


- fon, There is your papa!—There is your mamma !|— 


There is your uncle Harlowe!—There is your uncle 
Antony !~Your aunt Hervey !—/4Zy young Lady !— 
And my young mafter !—And Mr. Solmes, with the 
air of a great.courtier, ftanding up, becaufe he named. 
you :— Mrs. Betty, faid he, [Then the ape of a. 
wench bowed, and fcraped, as awkwardly as I fup-. 
pofe the perfon fhe endeavoured to imitate] Pray give 
my humble fervice to Mifs, and tell her, I wait her: 
commands, 

Was not this a wicked wench?—TI trembled fo, I 

could hardly ftand. I was {fpiteful enough to fay, 
that her young miftrefs, I fuppofed, bid. her put on. 
thefe airs, to frighten-me out of a capacity of behaving: 
fo calmly, as fhould procure me my uncle’s com--. 
paffion. ) 
' What a way do. you put yourfdlf in, Mifs,. faid. 
the infolent!— Come, dear MaJam, taking up my 
fan, which [had laid down, .and approaching me. with, 
it, fanning, fhall I— on 

None of thy impertinence !— But fay you, a// my: 
friends are below. with him! And am.I to appear be- 


fore them ail? | 


I can’t.tell if they'll ftay when you come. I think 
they feemed to be moving when Mr. Solmes gave me- 
his orders. — But what. anfwer: fhall I-carry to the: 
"Squire ? _— 

_ Say, I can’t go]——But-yet, when ’tis over, ’tis over !’ 

ri wait upon—I’}l attend—T’ll come prefently—- 
Say any thing; I care not what— But give me my. 
fan, and fetch me a glafs of water.. — 

She went, and I tanned .myfelf-all the time;: for 1: 
was in.a fame; and hemm‘d,. and {truggled with oe : 

’ edi,, 
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felf, all I could ; and, when fhe returned, drank 
my water; and finding no hope prefently of a quieter 
heart, I fent her down, and followed her with preci- 
pitation ; trembling fo, that, had I not hurried, I 
queftion if I could have gone down at al]. O, my 
dear, what a poor, paffive machine is the body, when 
the mind is diforder’d ! 

There are two doors to my parlour, as I ufed. to 
call it. As I entered at one, my friends hurried out 
at the other. I faw juft the gown of my fifter, the 
laft who flid away. My uncle Antony went out 
with them ; but he ftaid not long, as you fhall hear : 
And they all remained in the next parlour, a wain- 
{cot-partition only. parting.the two. I remember 
them both in one: But they were feparated in favour 
of us girls, for each to receive her vifitors in, at her 
pleafure. 

Mr. Solmes approached me as foon as I entered, 
cringing to the ground ; a vifible confufion in every 
feature of his face. After half a dozen choak’d-up Ma- 
dams,— He was very forry— he was very much con- 
cerned—IJt was his misfortune—And there he ftopp’d, 
being unable prefently to complete a fentence. 

This gave me a little more prefence of mind. Cow- 
ardice in a foe begets courage in one’s-felf:—I fee that 
plainly now;—— Yet perhaps, at bottom, the new- 
made bravo Is a greater coward than the other. 

I turned from him, and feated myfelf in one of the 
fire-fide chairs, fanning myfelf. I have fince recel- 
Icéted, that I muft have looked very faucily. Could 
I have had any thoughts of the man, I fhould have 
defpifed myfelf for it. - But what can be faid in the 
cafe of an averfion fo perfectly fincere ? . 

He hemmed five or fix times, as I had done above ; 
and thefe produced a fentence— That I could not but 
fee his confufion. This fentence produced two or 
three more. I believe my aunt was his tutorefs: For 
it was his awe, his reverence for fo fuperlative a 

| Lady 
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- treated as I have been treated on your account. 
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Lady— [I affure you] —And he hoped—he hoped— 
Three times he hoped, before he told me what— 
that I was too generous [Generofity, he faid, was 
my character}, to defpife him for fuch— for fuch— 
true tokens of his love.— | 

I do indeed fee you under fome confufion, Sir ; and 
this gives me hope, that altho’ I have been compelled, 
as I may call it, to this interview, it may be attended 
with happier effects than I had apprehended from it. © 

He had hemmed himfelf into more courage. : 

You could not, Madam, imagine any creature fo 
blind to your merits, and fo little attracted by them, 
as eafily to forggo the intereft and approbation he was 
honoured with by your worthy family, while he had 
any hope given him, that one day he might, by his 
perfeverance and zeal, expect your favour. 

[ am but too much aware, Sir, that it is upon the 


intereft and approbation you mention, that you build 


fuch hope. It is impoffible, otherwife, that a man, 
who has any regard for his ewn happinefs, would 
perfevere againft fuch declarations as I have made, 
and think myfelf obliged to make, in juftice to you, 
as well as to myfelf. -, 

He had feen many inftances, he told me, and had 


heard of more, where Ladies had feemed as averfe, 


and yet had been induced, fome by motives of com- 
paffion; others by perfuafion of friends, to change 
their minds; arid had been very happy afterwards : 
And he hoped this might be the cafe here. 3 
I have no notion, Sir, of compliment, in an ar- 
ticle of fuch importance as this: Yet am I forry to be 


_ obliged to fpeak my mind fo plainly, as Iam going 


to do.— Know then, that I have invincible objections, 
Sir, to your addrefs. I have declared them with an 
earneftnefs that I believe is without example: And 
why !— Becaufe I believe it is without example, that 
any young creature, circumftanced as I am, was ever 
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Tt is hoped, Madam, that your confent may, itr 
time, be obtained: Yat is the hope; and I hall be 
a miferable man if it cannot. 
Better, Sir, give me leave to fay, you were mi- 
.ferable by yourfelf, than that you fhould make two fo. 

You may have heard, Madam, things to my dif- 
advantage.—No man is without enemies.—Be pleafed 
to let me know what you have heard, and I will either 
own my faults, and amend ; or I will convince you, 
that Iam bafely be/pattered: And once I underftand. 
you overheard fomething that I fhould fay, that gave 
you offence :— Unguardedly, perhaps; but nothing 
but what fhewed my value, and that “I would perfift 
fo long as I could have hope. 

I have indeed heard many things to your difad- 
vantage:— And I was far from being pleafed with: 
what I overheard fall front your lips : But as you were. 
not any thing to me, and never could be, it was not 
for me to be concerned about the one or the other. 

Iam forry, Madam, to hear this: I am fure you. 
fhould not tell me of any fault, that I would be un- 
willing to correct in myfelf. 

Then, Sir, correct this fault:—- Do not wifh to. 
have a poor young creature compelled in the moft. 
material article of her life, for the fake of motives fhe 
defpifes; and in behalf of a perfon fhe cannot value : 
‘One that has, in her own right, fufficient to fet her 
above all offers, and a fpirit that craves no more than. 
what it has, to make itfelf eafy and happy. 

— [don’t fee, Madam, how you would be happy, if 
I were to difcontinue my addrefs: For 

That is nothing to you, Sir, interrupted I: Do. 
you but withdraw your pretenfions: And if it be. 
thought fit to. ftart up another man for my punifh- 
ment, the blame will not lic at your door. You will: 
be intitled to my thanks ; and moit heartily will L 
thank you. 

He paufed, and feemed a little at alofs: And I. 

Was 
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was going to give him ftill {tronger and more perfonal 
inftances of my plain-dealing ; when in came. my un- 
_ cle Antony ! 

So, niece, fo !—fitting in ftate like a Queen, give- 
ing audience !|—-baughty audience !|—Mr. Solmes, why 
ftand you thus humbly ?— Why this diftance, man? 

‘T hope to fee you upon a more intimate footing before 
"we part. - 

I arofe, as foon as he entered— and approached 
‘him with a bent knee: Let me, Sir, reverence my 
uncle, whom I have not for fo long a time feen !—Let 
‘me, Sir, befpeak your favour and compaffion | 

You'll have the favour of every-body, niece, when 
you know how to deferve it. | 

If ever I deferved it, I deferve it now.— I have 
been hardly ufed— I have made propofals that ought 
to have been accepted ; and fuch as would not have 
“been afked of me. What have I done, that I muft 
be banifhed and confined thus difgracefully ? That J 
mutt be allowed to have no free-will, in an article 
that concerns my prefent and future happinefs ?— 

Mifs Clary, replied my uncle, you have had your 
will in every-thing till now ;-and this makes your 
‘parents will fit fo heavy upon you. _ 

My will, Sir! Be olealed to allow me to afk, What 
was my will till now, but my father’s will, and yours, 
and my uncle Harlowe’s will’— Has it not been my 
pride to obey and oblige?— I never afked a favour, 
that I did not firft fit down and confider, if it were fit 
to be granted. And now, to fhew my obedience, 
have I not offered to live fingle ? Have I not offered 
to diveft myfelf of my grandfather’s bounty, 2nd to 
caft myfelf upon my papa’s; to be withdrawn, when- 
ever I difoblige him? Why, dear good Sir, am I to 
be made unhappy in a point fo concerning to. my 
happinels ? | 

Your grandfather’s eftate is not wifhed from you. 
You are not defired to live a fingle life. You know 
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quxr motives, and we guefs at yours. And let me telf 
you, well as we love you, we would much foonerchoofe 
to follow you to the grave, than that yours fhould 
take place. 7s : 

I will engage never to marry any man, without 
my father’s confent, and your’s, Sir,” and every- 
body’s. Did I ever give you caufe to doubt my 
word ?—And here I will take the folemneft oath that 
can be offered me— 

That is the matrimonial one, interrupted he, with 
a big voice—and to this gentleman.—It thall, it fhall,. 
coats Clary !— And the more you oppofe it, the 
worfe it fhall be for you. 

This, and before the man, who feem’d to aflume 
courage upon it, highly provoked me.. 

Then, Sir, you fhall fooner follow me to the grave: 
.indeed.— I will undergo the crueleft death: I will 
-even confent to enter into the awful vault of my an- 
ceftors, and to have that bricked up upon me, tham 
.confent to be miferable for life.— And, Mr. Solmes,. 
(turning to him) take notice of what I fay; Tdis, or 
any death, I will fooner undergo (‘That will foon be: 
over), than be yours, and for ever unhappy:! 

My uncle was in a terrible. rage upon this: He 
took Mr. Solmes by the hand, fhocked as the man 
feemed to be, and drew him to the windew— Don’t 
be furprifed, Mr. Salmes, don’t. be concerned at this. 
We know, and rapp’d out a fad.oath, what women: 
will fay : The wind is not. more boiftrous, nor more 
changeable: And again he fwore to That! If you 
think it worth your while to wait for fuch an ungrate- 
ful girl as. This, Pll engage fhe’ll veer about ; I'll en- 
gage fhe jhall: And a third time violently {wore 
to it. , 

Then coming up to me (who had thrown. myfelf, 
very much difordered by my vehemence, into the 
contrary window), as if he would have beat me ; his 
. face violently working, his hands. elenched,. and his. 

“teeth: 
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teeth fet—-Yes, yes, yes, hifled the poor gentleman, 
you fhall, you fhall, you fhall, coufin Clary, be Mr. 
Solmes’s ; we will fee that you fhall; and this in one 
week at fartheft.— And then a fourth time he con- 
firmed it. Poor gentleman, how he fwore !—-Strange ! 
that people ‘who have fuffered in their time fo much 
by ftorms, fhould be fo ftormy !— | 

- I am forry, Sir, faid I, to fee you im fuch a paf- 
fion. All This, I am but too fenfible, is owing to 
my brother’s inftigation ; who would not himfelf give 
the inftance of duty that is exacted from me. It is 
beft for me to withdraw. I fhall but provoke you 
farther, I fear : For though I would gladly obey you, 
if I could, yet This is a point determined with me ; 
and I cannot fo much as wi/h to get it over. 

How could one help thefe {trong declarations, the 
man in prefence? 

I was going out at the door I came in at; the gentle- 
men looking upon one another, as if referring to each 
other what to do, or whether to engage my ftay, or 
fuffer me to go: And who fhould I meet at the door — 
but my brother, who had heard all that had paffed. 

Judge my furprize, when he bolted upon me fo 
unexpectedly, and taking my hand, which he grafped 
with violence, Return, pretty Mifs, faid he; return, 
if you pleafe !— You fhall not yet be bricked up!— 
Your in/ftigating brother fhall fave you from That !|-— 
O thou fallen angel, faid he, peering up to my down- 
caft face,— fuch a fweetnefs bere /— and fuch an ob- 
ftinacy there, tapping my. neck ! — O thou true wo- 
man |—tho’ fo young— But you fhall not have your 
Rake: Remember that ; in a loud whifper, as if he 
would be decently indecent before the man !— You 
fhall be radeunel, and this worthy gentleman, raifing 
_his voice, will be fo good as to redeem you from 
ruin—and hereafter you will blefs him, or have rea- 
fon to blefs him, for his conde/cenfian ; that was the 
brutal brother’s word ! eT | 
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He had led me up to meet Mr.Solmes, whofe hand 
he took, as he hiinfelf held mine. Here, Sir, faid he, 
take the rebel daughter’s hand ; I give it you now; She 
fhall confirm the gift in a week’s time; or will have 
neither father, mother, nor uncles, to boatt of. 

I fnatched my hand away. 

How now, Mifs | 

And how now, Sir— What right have You to 

- difpofe of my hand If you govern every-body elfes 
you fhall not govern me; efpecially in a point fo im-=- 
mediately relative to myfelf, and in which you neither 
have, nor ever fhall have, any thing to do. 

I would have broke from him, but he held my 
hand too faft. A 3 

Let me go, Sir Why am I thus treated ?—You: 
defign, I doubt not, with your unmanly gripings, to 
hurt me, as you do: But again I fay, Wherefore is. 
it that I am to be thus treated by You? 

He tofled my hand from him with a whirl, that 
eat my very fhoulder. . I wept, and held my other 
and to the part. | 

Mr. Solmes blamed him 5 fo did my uncle. 

He had no patience, he faid, with fuch a perverfe- 
nefs; and to think of my reflections upon himfelf, 
before he entered. He had only given me back the 
hand, I had not deferved he fhould touch. It ‘was. 
one of my arts, to pretend tobepained. - = 

Mr. Solmes faid, He would fooner give up all his 
hopes of me, than that I fhould be ufed unkindly : 
And he offered to plead in my behalf to them both ; 
and applied himfelf with a bow, as if for my appro- 
bation of his. interpofition. | 

But, I faid, I am obliged te your intention, Mr. 
Solmes, to interpofe to fave me from my brother’s. 


- violence: But I cannot wifh to owe fo poor an obli- © 


gation to a man whofe ungenerous perfeverance is. 
the occafion, or at leaft the pretence, of ¢bat violence,, 
and of all my difgraceful fufferings. 

How 
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3 How generous in you, Mr. Solmes, faid my bro- 
‘4 ther to him, to interpofe in behalf of fuch an im- 
'¥ moveable fpirit! But I beg of you to perfift !— For 
® all our family’s fake, and for her. fake too, if you 
love her, perhft |—~Let us fave her, if poffible, from 
tuining herfelf. . Look at her perfon! Think of her 
fine qualities !—-All the world confeffes them, and we 
all gloried in her till now: She is worth faving |— 
And, after two or three more ftruggles, fhe will be 
yours, and, take my word for it, will reward your 
patience |— ‘Talk not, therefore, of giving up your 
hopes, for a little whining folly. She has entered upon. 
a parade, which fhe knows not how to quit with a 
female grace. You have only her pride and her ob- 
ftinacy to encounter: And, depend upon It, you will 
be as happy a man in a fortnight, as a marry’d man 
tan be. 

You have heard me fay, my dear, that my brother 
has always taken a liberty to refle& upon our Sex, and 
wpon Matrimony !—- He would not, if he did not 
think it wit/—Juft as poor Mr. Wyerley, and others, 
‘we both know, prophane and ridicule Scripture ; and. 
all to evidence their pretenfions to the fame pernicious 
dalent, and to have it thought, that they are too wife 

- to be good. a 
- Mr, Solmes, with a. felf-fatisfied air, prefumptu- 
oufly faid, He would fuffer every thing, to obiige my 
“family, and to fave me. And doubted not to be 
amply rewarded, could he be fo happy as to fucceed- 
‘at laft. | 
Mr. Solmes, faid I, if you have any regard for 

our own happinefs [Adine is out of the queftion: 
ou have not generofity enough to make That any 

-part of your fcheme] profecute no further your ad- 

drefs. tis but ju/ to tell you, that I could not bring= 
my heart to think of you, without the utmoft dif- 

‘approbation, dcfore I was ufed as I have been :—And 
can you think I am fucha flave, fuch a poar flave,, 

3 as. 
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as to be brought to ee my 3 mind by the violent - 
nfage Y 


have met with 


And you, Sir, turning to my brother, if you think 
that meekne/s always indicates tameneft; and that there : 
Is NO magnanimity without bluffer, own yourfelf mif= | 


from henceforth, that a generous mind is not to be 


forced ; and that— 


He lifted up his hands and eyes :. No more, faid the 


taken for once: For you fhall have reafon to judge - 


~: o - + 


imperious wretch, I charge you!—Then turning: to . 


my uncle, Do you hear, Sir? This is your.once fault- 
lefs niece! This is your favourite ! 7 

Mr. Solmes looked as if he knew not soins: to 
think of the matter; and had I been left alone with 
him, I faw plainly, I could have got rid of him eafily 
enough. | 

My uncle came up to me, looking up to my face, 


and down to my feet: And is it poffible This can 


be you ? All this violence from you, Mifs Clary? ;. 
es, it is poffible, Sir-—— And, I will prefume to 
fay, this vehemence on my fide, is but the ‘natural 
confequence of the ufage I have met with, and the 
toletais I am treated with,. even in your prefence, 
ey brother, who has no more right to. controul me, 
Ihave to controul him. 
This ufage, coufix Clary, was. not till all other 
means were try’d with you, 
Try'd! to what end, Sir— Do I contend for any 
thing more than a mere negative ? ‘You may, Sir (turn- 
ing to Mr. Solmes) poffibly you may, be induced the 


rather to perfevere, thus we akan de as the ufage, 


I have met with, for your fake, what you have 
now fecn offered to me by my brother, will fhew you’ 
what I can bear, were my evil deftiny ¢ ever to make 


-me yours ! 


Lord, Madam, cried Solmes,. all this time diftorted 
into twenty different attitudes, as my brother and my 
uncle were bleffing ees and {peaking only to 

each 


| 
| 
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each other by their eyes, and by their working features ; 
Lord, Madam, what a conftru@tion is ‘This ! 

-A fair conftruGtion, Sir, interrupted I: For he 


. that can fee a perfon he pretends to value, thus treated, 


and approve of it, muft be capable of treating her 
thus himfelf. And that you do approve of it, is evi- 
dent by. your declared pesfeverance, when you know 
Iam confined, banifhed, and infulted in- order to 
make me confent to be what I never can be — And 
this, let me tell you, as I have often told others, not 


| from motives of obftinacy, but averfion. 


Excufe me, Sir, turning to my uncle !—To you, 


|. a8 to my papa’s brother, | owe duty. I beg your par- 


don, that I cannot obey you: But as for my brother ; 
he is but my brother; he fhall not conftrainme. And, 
turning to my brother, Knit your brows, Sir, and 
frown as you will, I will afk you, Would yox, in 
my cafe, make the facrifices I am willing to make, to 
obtain every one’s favour? If not, what right have 
you to treat me thus? and to procure me to be treated 
as I have been, for fo long paft? | 

I had put myfelf by this time into great diforder. 
They were filent, and feemed to want to talk to one 
another by their looks, walking about in violent dif- 


te ee 
arders too, between whiles.—I fat down fanning my- 


felf (as it happened, againft the glafs) and I could per- 
ceiye my colour go and come ; and being fick to the 
very heart, and apprehenfive of fainting, I rung. 


. _ Betty came in. I called for a glafs of water, and 


drank it:—- But no-hody minded me — I heard my 
brother pronounce the words, Art! d—d Art! to 
Solmes ; which, I fuppofe, kept 4:m back, together 
with the apprehenfton, that he would not be welcome. 
—Elfe I could fee the man was more affe&ted than | 
my brother. And I, ftill fearing I fhould faint, rifing, 
took hold of Betty’s arm, ftaggering with extreme 
diforder, yet courtefying to my uncle, Let me hold by 
you, Betty, faidl; Let me withdraw. ‘ 
. ; Whither 
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Whither. go. you, riiecé, faid- my uncle? We have - 
not done with yau yet. I charge you depart not. : 
Mr. Solmes has fomething to open to you, that will : 
aftonifh you :—And you /ball hear it. 3 
Only, Sir, by your leave, for a few minutes into © 
the air— I will return, if you command it——I will . 
hear all that I am to hear; that it may be over Now, | 
and for-Ever.— You will go with me, Betty ? 
And fo, without any farther prohibition, f retired — 
into the garden; anJ.there, cafting myfelf upon the . 
firft feat, and throwing Betty’s apron over my face, 
leaning againft her fide, my hands between her’s, I. 
gave way to a violent burft of grief, or paffion, or - 
both; which, as it {cemed, faved my heart from break- .- 
ing, for I was fenfible of an immediate reltef. : 
_ Ihave already given you fpecimens of Mrs. Betty’s ; 
impertinence. I shail not, therefore, trouble you with 
more: Forthe wench, notwithftanding this my di- - 
ftrefs, took great liberties with me, after fhe faw me. 
a little recovered, and as I walked further into the . 
garden ; infomuch, that I was obliged to filence her - 
by an abfolute prohibition of faying another word to - 
me; and then fhe dropped behind me quite fullen and 
gloomy. 
- It was near an hour before I was fent for in again. 
The meflenger was my coufin Dolly Hervey,.-.who, 
with an eye of compafiion and refpect [for Mis Her- 
vey always loved me, and calls herfelf my fcholar, as 
you know] told me, my company was defired. 
Betty left us. i | 
Who commands my attendance, Mifs, faid l?-—. - 
Have you not been in tears, my dear? 
Who can forbear tears, faid fhe? 
Why, what’s the matter, coufin Dolly ?—Sure, no- 
body is intitled to weep in this family, but I! 
Yes, Tam, Madam, faid fhe, becaufe I love you. 
I kifled her; And is it for me, my {weet coufin, 
that you fhed tears ?— There never. was love loft be- 
tween 
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tween us: But tell me, what is defigned to be done 
with me, that I have this kind inftance of your com- 
paffion for me? 
You muft take no notice of what I tell you: But_ 
_ my mamma has been weeping for you, too, with me 3 
but durft not let any-body fee it: O my Dolly, faid- 
my mamma, there never was fo fet a malice in man, 
as in your coufin James Harlowe. They will ruin 
the flower and ornament of their family. 
As how, .Mifs Dolly ?— Did fhe not explain her- 
felf —As how, my dear? : 
Yes, fhe faid, Mr. Solmes would have given up his 
claim to you; for he faid, you hated him, and there | 
were no hopes; and your mamma was willing he 
fhould ; and to have you. taken at your word, to re- 
nounce Mr. Lovelace, and to live fingle: My mam-- 
ma. was for it too ; for they heard all that paffed be- 
tween you and my uncle Antony, and my coufin’ 
James; faying, it was impoffible to think of prevail- 
ing upon you to have Mr. Solmes. My unclé:Har~ 
lowe feemed in the fame way of thinking; at leaft, my 
. mamuna fays, he did not fay any thing to the con- 
trary. But your papa was immoveable, and was 
angry at your mamma and mine upon it: And here« 
upon your brother, your fifter, and my uncle Antony, 
Joines in, and-changed the fcene intirely. In fort, 
fhe fays, that Mr. 5olmes had great matters ingaged 
to him. He owned, that you were the fineft young 
Lady in England, and he would be content to be but 
little beloved, if he could zor, after marriage, engage 
your heart, for the fake of having the honour to call 
you his but for one twelvemonth—I fuppofe he would 
break your heart in the next~—For he is a cruel-hearted 
man, I am {fure. ‘ 
My friends may break my heart, coufin Dolly; but 
Mr. Solmes will never have it in his power. 
I don’t know That, Mifs: You'll have good luck 
to avoid having him, by what I can find; for my 


mamma 
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mamma fays, they are all now of one mind, herfelf 
excepted ; and fhe is forced to be filent, your papa 
and brother are both fo outragious. . 7 
I am got above rena ed brother, coufin Dolly : 
He is-but my brother :-— But to my papa J owe duty 
and obedience, ifI couldcomply, = 
_ Weare apt to be fond of any-body, who will fide 
with us, when oppreffed, or provoked : I always loved 
my coufin Dolly ; but now fhe endeared herfelf to me 
ten times more, by her foothing concern for me. I 
afked what fhe would do, were fhe in my cafe? 
Without hefitation fhe replied, Have Mr. Lovelace 


out-of-hand, and take up her own eftate, if fhe were © 


me; and there would be an end of it— And Mr. 
Lovelace, fhe faid, was a fine gentleman; — Mr. 
Solmes was not worthy to buckle bis fboes. - 

Mifs Hervey told me further, that her mamma was 
defired,to come to me, to fetch me in; but fhe ex- 
cufed herfelf. I fhould have all my friends, fhe faid, 
fhe believed, fit in judgment upon me. _ 

I wifh it had been fo. But, as I have been told 
fince, neither my papa, nor my mamma, would truft 
themfelves with me: The one for paffion-fake, it 
feems ; my mamma, for tenderer confiderations. 

By this time we entered the houfe. Mifs accom- 
panied me into the parlour, and left me, as a perfon 
devoted, [ juft ee a ae. 

No-body was there. I fat down, and had leifure 
to weep; reflecting, with a fad heart, upon what m 
coufin Dolly had told me. | 


They were all in my fifter’s parlour adjoining : For 


J heard a confufed mixture of voices, fome louder 


than others, drowning, as it feemed, the more com-. 


paffionating accents. | | 
Female accents I could diftinguifh the drowned ones 
to be. O my dear! What a hard-hearted Sex is the 


other! Children of the fame parents, how came they , 


by their cruelty? — Do they get it by travel? Do 
7 | _ they 
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they pet it by converfation with one another ? — Or 
how do they get it? Yet my fifter too, ts as hard- 
hearted as any of them. But this may be no exception 
neither : For fhe has been thought to be mafculine in 
her air, and in her fpirit. She has then, perhaps, a 
foul of the other-Sex ina body of oxrs.— And fo, | 
for the honour: of our cwn, will I judge of every wo- 
man for the future, who, imitating the rougher man- 
ners of men, acts unbefeemmg the gentlenefs of her 
own fex. | 

Forgive me, my dear friend, breaking into my 
ftory by thefe reflections. Were I rapidly to purfue 
-my narration, without thinking, without reflecting, 
I believe I fhould hardly be able to keep in my right 
mind: Sinee vehemence and paffion would then be al- 
ways uppermoft ; but while I th:né as I write, I cool, 
‘and my hurry of fpirits is-allayed. | 

I believe 1 was above a quarter of an hour enjoy- 
ing my own comfortlefs contemplations, before any- 
body came in to me; for they feemed in full de- 
‘bate. My aunt looked in firft ; O my dear, faid fhe, 
are you there? and withdrew haftrly to apprife them 
of it. is 

And then (as agreed upon, I fuppofe) in came my 
uncle Antony, crediting Mr. Solmes with the words, 
. Let me lead you in, my dear friend; having hold of 
his hand; while the new-made Beau aukwardly fol- 
‘lowed, but more edgingly, as I may fay, fetting his 
.feet mincingly, to avoid treading upon his leader’s 
heels. Excufe me, my dear, this feeming levity 5 
but thofe we do not love, in every thing are ungrace- 
ful with us. 

I ftood up. My uncle looked very furly.— Sit 
down !—fit down, girl!—And drawing a chair near 
me, he placed his dear friend in it, whether he would 
or not, I having taken my feat. And my wncle fat 
on the other fide of me. | = 
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Well, niece, taking’my hand, we -fhall have very 
little more to fay to you than we have already faid, 
as to the fubject that ts fo diftafteful to you— = 
' Indeed, you have better confidered of the matter— 
And firft, let me know if you have? , : 
The matter wants.no confideration, Sir... 
Very well, very well, Adadam! {aid my uncle, 


withdrawing his hands from mine ; Could I:ever have. - : 


thought of this from you ? 

For God’s fake, deareft Madam, faid Mr. Solmes, 
folding his hands— And there‘he ftopped. 

For God’s fake, what, Sir? — How came. God’s 
fake, and your fake, I pray: ‘you, to be.the fame ? 

This filenc’d him. My unele could only’ be angrys 
and that he was before. 

Well, well, well, Mr. Solmes, faid. my uncle, no 
more o, fupplication. You have. not :confidence 
enough to expect a woman’s favour... 

He then was pleafed to hint what great things he 
had defigned to do for me; and that it was more for | 
my fake, after he returned from the Indies,than for the 
fake of any other of the family,. that he had: refolved 
to live a fingle life. — But now, concluded he, that 
‘the perverfe eirl defpifes all the great things it was once 
as much in my will, as In my power, to do for. her, 
I will change my. meafures. 

I told him, that, I moft fincerely thanked him for 
‘all his kind intentions to me: But that I:was willing 
‘to refign all claim to any other of his favours .than 
‘kind looks, and kind words. ,. 

He looked about him this way and. that. : 

Mr. Solines looked pitifully down. . . 

But both being filent, I was forry, I added, that I 
_ had too much reafon to fay a yery harth thing, as it 

‘might be thought ; which was, That if he would but 

_ be.pleafed to convince my brother and.fifter,. that-he 
was abfolutely determined to alter his. generous pur- 
pofes towards me, it might poffibly procure me 
better 


= | 
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better quarter from both, than I was otherwife likely 
to have. = : 
My uncle was very much-difpleafed. But he had 
not the opportunity to exprefs his difpleafure, as he 
feemed prepared to do; for in came my brother in 
exceeding’ great wrath ; and called me feveral vile 
namés. His fuccefs hitherto, had fet him above keep- 
‘ing even decent meafures. — 
Was This my {piteful conftruction, he afked? — 
Was ‘This the interpretation I put upon his brotherly 
care of me, and concern for me, in order to prevent 
my ruining myfelf? x | | 
It'7s, indeed it is, faid I: I know no other way 
to account for your late behaviour to me: And before 
your face, I repeat my requeft to my uncle, and I 
will make it to my other uncle, whenever I ain per- 
mitted to fee him, that they will confer all their fa- 
vours upon you, and my fifter;’ and only make me 
happy ‘{ It is all I wifh for !] in their kind looks, and- 
kind words—— | : 
' How they all gazed'upon one another! — But 
could I be lefs peremptory before the man? 
And, as to your care and concern for me, Sir, turn- 
ing to my brother; once more, I defire it not: You 
are but my brother. My papa and mamma, I blefs — 
God, are both living; and, were they xot, you have 
given me abundant reafon to fay, that you are the very 
Jaft perfon I-would with to have any concern for me. 
-How, Niece? And is a Brother, an cx/y Brother, 
of fo little confideration with you, as this comes’ to? 
And ought he to have no concern for his fifter’s ho- 
nour, and the family’s honour ?- | 
“dy honour, Sir!—I defire none of his concern for 
‘That! It never was endanger’d till it had his undefired 
concern f —~ Forgive me, Sir—But when my brother 
knows how to. act like a brother, or behave like a gen- 
‘tleman, he may deferve more.confideration from me, 
than itis pofiible for me - think he now does. 
| o | 
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I thought my brother would have ‘beat me upon 
this —-But my uncle ftood between us. _- 

Violent girl, however, he called- rhe Who, faid 
he, would have thought it of her? -- 

‘Then was Mr. Solmes told, that I ‘was unworthy 
of his purfuit, 

But Mr. Solmes warraly took my ‘part He-could 
not bear, he faid, that I fhould be treated fo roughly. 


And fo very much did he exert himfelf oh this oc 


cafion, arid fo patiently was his warmth received: by 
my brother, that I began to fufpet, that it was a con- 
trivance to make me think myfelf obliged to- him 
and that it might, perhaps, be one end of the prefled- 
for interview. 

-The very fufpicion of this low artifice, violent as 


I was thought to be before, put me ftill more out 


| ss vseiaeae and my uncle and my brother again 

soak his wonderful generofity, and his noble re- 
tat good for evil, You are a happy man, Mr. 
‘Solmes, faid I, that-you can fo eafily confer obliga- 
tions upon a whole family, except one ingrateful' per- 


fon of it, whom you feem to intend moff to oblige; 


but who, being made unhappy by your favour, de- 
<ferves not to owe to you any protection from the vio- 
‘lence of a brother. 7 
Then was Ia rude, an ingrateful, an unworthy 
creature. 
I own it all !— All, all you can call me, or ‘think 
-me, brother, do I own. . I own my own unworthi- 
nefs with regard to This gentleman : I take your word 
. for his abundant merit, which I have neher leifure 


_ nor inclination to examine into — It may, perhaps, 


be as great 4s your own—But yet’ cannot thank him 

‘ for his mediation: For who fees not, looking at-my 

? uncle, that this is giving himfelf a merit with every- 
body at my expence ? 

» "Then turning to my brother, who feemed furprifed 

: into Cues by. my warmth, I muft alfo acknowlege, 

x xi, 
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Sir, the-favour of your fuperabundant -care for me. 
But I difcharge you of it at leaft, while I have the 


a happinefs . of nearer and dearer relations: You have 


\ 


given me no reafon to think better of .your prudence; 
than of. my-ewn. I am independent of Yous: Sir ; 
tho’ I never defire to.be fo of my Father: And altho” 
1-with for the good opinion of my Uncles, it is A I 
wifh for from Them : And. This, Sirs I repeat, to 
pec fiber and my fifter eafy. 7 

ndtantly almoit came in Betty, in a great hurry, 
ie. at-me as fpitefully. as iff fhe were my ji/ter:: 
Sir, faid fhe.to my brother, my matter defires to (peak 
to you this moment at the door... 

He went to that which led into my fifter’s parlours 
and this fentence. I heard thundered from the mouth 
of one who- had a right to all my reverence : . Son 
James, .let the rebel be this moment carried away to 
my brother’s—This very. moment-—She fall not fay 
one hour more under my roof! 

I trembled.; I was ready to fink. Yet, not knowing | 
what I did, .or faid,. 1 flew to. the door, and would 
have opened it — But my brother pulled it to, and 
held it clofe by the key —O my papa !—my dear papa, 


faid I, falling upon my knees, at the door — admit 


your child to your prefence ! — Let me but plead my 


caufe at your feet !— O. reprobate ‘not thus your 


diftrefled daughter | 
My. uncle ‘put. his handkerchief to his eyes: Mr. 


Solmes made a ftill more grievous face than he had be- 


fore. But my brother’s marble-heart was untouched. 
I will. not ftir: from my knees, continued I, 


| -. without admiffion. — At this door I beg it!— O let 
it be the door of mercy !. And open it to -me, ho- 


-noured Sir, I befeech you !—But this once, this once ! 


altho” you were afterwards to fhut it. againft me fos 
ever ! 


The door was endeavoured to be ‘opened on the 


-infide, which made my po let go the key ona 


3 fudden, 
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fudden, and I preffing againft it (all the time remain- 
ing on my knees) fell fat on my face into the other 
parlour; however, without hurting myfelf.. But every- 
body was gone, except Betty, who helped to raife me 
up; and I looked round that apartment, and feeing, no- 
body there, re-entered the other, leaning upon Betty ; 
and then threw myfelf into the chair which I. had fat 
in. before ; and my eyes overflowed, to my great re- 
lief: While my uncle Antony, my brother, and Mz. 
Solmes, left me, and went to my other relations. _ 

. What pafled among them, I know not: But my 
brother came in by the time I had tolerably recovered 
myfelf, with a fettled- and. haughty -gloom upon his 
brow—— Your father and mother command you in- 
ftantly to prepare for your uncle Antony’s.. You need 
not be folicitous about what you fhall take with you. 
You may give Betty your keys: ‘Take them, Betty, 
if the perverfe-one has them about her, and carry them 
to her mother. She will take care to fend every thing 
after you that you thall want. But another night you 
will not be permitted to ftay in this houfe. 

I don’t choofe to give my keys to any-body, except 
to my mamma, and into her ownhands. You fee 
how much I am difordered. It may coft me my life, 
_ to be hurried away fo fuddenly.’ Lbeg to be indulged, 

ti] next Monday at leaft. : 

That will not be granted you. So prepare for this 
very night. And give up your keys. Give them to 
me, Mifs. Ill carry them to your mamma. 

_ Excufe me, brother. Indeed, I won’t. 
. Indeed you muft. In no one inftance comply, 
Madam Clary? - _ 

Not in this, Sir. : 

Have you any thing you are afraid fhould be feen 
by your mamma? . : 

Not, if I be permitted to attend my mamma. 

I’ll make a report accordingly. 

He went out, 


In 
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+ In came Mis Dolly Hervey: I am forry; Madam, 
to be the meflenger !— But your mamma infats upon 
your fending up all the keys of your cabinet, sae 
and drawers. 

 Fel:my. mamma, 2, that. I yield them up. to her come 
mands ; Tell her, L make no conditions with my 
mamma. But if fhe finds nothing fhe difapproves of, - 
1 beg that fhe will permit me to tarry here a few days 
longer. — Try, my Dolly [the dear girl fobbing with 
grit] ; Try, if your gentlenefs cannot prevail for me. 

She wept ftill more, and faid, Its is fad, a fad, 
to fee matters thus.carried.}: 

She took the.keys, and wrapped er: arms: about me; 
and begged me to excufe.her. — And would have faid 
_more; but Betty’s prefence awed her, as I faw. 

Don’t pity‘me, my dear, faid I. It will be imputed 
to you as a fault. You fee who is by. 7 

‘The infolent wench fcornfully fmiled: One young 


Lady pitying another in things of this nature, looks — | 


promifing in the youngeft, I muft needs fay. 
' [bid her, for a faucy creature, begone =O my 
prefence. 
~ She would moft gladly, fhe faid, were fhe not to 
flay about me by my mamma’s order. | 
. It foon appeared for what fhe ftaid; for I ofaine 
to go up-ftairs to my apartment when. my coufin 
went from me with the keys, fhe told me the was 
commanded, (to her very great: regret, fhe mutt arn) 
to defire me not to go up at prefent. — . 
' Such a poles as the, I told her, thould ‘not 
hinder me. 
|. She inftantly : rang the bell, and i in came mry brother, 
meeting me at the door. 
Return, return, _Mifs—No going up yet. 
I went in again, and throwing my felf upon the 
window-feat, wept bitterly. 
Shall I give you thé particulars of a ridiculoufly 
fpiteful converfation that pafled between my sae 
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.and me, while he, with Betty, was in office to keep 
me in play, and my clofet was fearching? — But 5 
think I will not. It can anfwer no good end. 

I defired feveral times, while he ftay’d,. to have 
leave to retire ta my apartment; but.it was. mot per- 
‘mitted me. The ercbe fuppofe, was not oves. 
Bella was one of thofe employ’d in it. They could 
not have a more diligent fearcher. . How happy it was 
they were difappointed |! | | =. 

But when my fifter could not find the cunning crea 
ture’s papers ; I was to ftand another vifit from Mr. 
Solmes— preceded now -by my aunt Hervey,. forely 
againft her will, I could fee.that-; accompany’d by 
my uncle Antony, in order to keep her fteady, L 
hippos | | aa 

ut being a little heavy (for it is now paft Twa in 
the morning), I will. liedown in my cloaths, to in+ 
dulge the kind fummons, if it will be indulged. 


| — Lhree 0’ Clock, Wednefday Morning. | 
‘Icouxtp not fleep— Only dozed away one half- 
hour. | | , 
_ My aunt Hervey accofted.me thus—- O my deas 
child, what troubles do you give to your parents, and 
to every-body !—I wonder at you ! 
~ Tam forry for it, Madam. oe 
Sorry for it, child !|— Wy then fo very obftinate? 
—Come, fit down, my dear. I. will fit next. -you, 
taking my hand. a Pe 23 ¢ 
‘My uncle placed Mr. Solmes on the other fide of 
me: Himfelf over-againft me, almoft clofe to me. 
Finely befet now, my dear! Was I pot? a 
Your brother, child, faid my aunt, is too paffion- 


ate — His zeal for your welfare :pufhes him on a litde. 


too vehemently. _ 


We would now be glad to fee if milder means will 
do with you—T ho’, indeed, they were tried before. 


I afked 


Po 


Very true,. faid my uncle: But ‘no more of This. 
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F afked my aunt, If it were neceffary, that That 
‘gentleman fhould be prefent ? _ 

There is a reafon, that he fhould, faid my aunt, 
as you will hear by-and-by. But I muft tell you, 
firft, that, thinking you was a little too angrily treated 
by your brother, your mamma defired me_to try 
what gentler means would do upon a fpirit fo generous 
‘as we ufed to think yours. 

Nothing can be done, Madam, I muft prefume to 
fay, if This gentleman’s addrefs be the end. . 

She looked upon my uncle, who bit his lip, and 
Jooked upon Mr. Solmes, who rubbed his cheek ; and 
fhaking her head, Good, dear creature, faid fhe, be 
calm :— Let me afk you, If. fomethtng would have 
been done, had you been gentler ufed, than you feem 
to think you have been? | | 

No, Madam, I cannot fay it would, in this gentle- 
man’s favour. You know, Madam, you know, Sir, — 
to my uncle, I ever valued myfelf upon my fincerity : 
And once, indeed, had the happinefs to be valued for it. 

My uncle took Mr. Solmes aftde. I heard him fay, 
whifperingly, She muft, fhe fhall, be ftill yours !— 
We'll‘ fee, who'll conquer, parents, or child, un- 
cles, or niece ! — I doubt not to be witnefs to all this 
-being got over, and many a guod-humour’d jeft made 
of this high phrenfy ! 

I was heartily vexed. , . 

Tho’ we cannot find out, continued he, yet we 
guefs, who puts her upon this obftinate behaviour. It’ 
is not natural to her, man. Nor would I concern 
myfelf fo much about her, but that I know what ] 
fay to be true, and intend to do great things for her. 

‘Twill hourly pray for that happy time, whifper’d, as 
audibly, Mr. Soliies. I never will revive the remem- 
brance of what is now fo painful to me. | | 

Well, but,- niece, I am to tell you, faid my aunt, 
that the fending up your keys, without making any 


conditions, has wrought for you what nothing elfe 
K 5. could 
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could have done.— That, and the not finding any- 
thing that could give them umbrage, bogernet with: 
Mr. Solmes’s interpofition— 

O, Madam, let me not owe an ebligation to Mr. 
Solmes.—~ I cannot repay it, except-by my thanks ; 
and thafe only on condition that he will decline his 
fuit. “l’o my thanks, Sir, (turning to him) if you have 
a heart capable of humanity, if you have any efteem 
for me, for my own fake, I befeech you to intitle 
youriclf !—- I befeech you, do! — 

O Madam, cry’d he, believe, believe, believe me, 
it is impoffible !— While you are fingle, I will hope. 
. While that hope is encouraged by fo many worthy 
friends, I muft perfevere!— I muft not flight them, 
Madam, becaufe you flight are. 

I anfwered him with a look of high difdain ; and, 
turning from him— But what favour, dear Madam, 
(to my 7 aunt) has the inftance of duty you mention 
_.procur’d me? 

. Your mamma ad Mr. Solmes, replied my ane 
have prevailed, that your requeft, to ftay here till 
_ Monday next, fhall be granted, if you will promife 

to go chearfully then. 
_ Let me but choofe my own vifitors, and I will go 
to my uncle’s houfe with pleafure. - 
"Well, niece, faid my aunt, we muft wave this 
. fabject, I find. We will now proceed to another, 
which will require your utmoft attention. It will give 
you the-reafon why Mr. Solmes’s ‘prefence Is re- 
guifite.— 
_ Ay, faid my uncle, and thew you what fert of a 


man Somebody is. Mr. Solmes, pray favour us, in . 


the firft place, with the letter you received from your 
anonymous friend. 

I will, Sir. And out he pulled a (iteneae. and, 
taking out a letter, It is written in anfwer to one 
fent to the perfon. It is fuperfcribed, Ta Roger Solmes, 
 ~£fq;. It begins thus: Honoured Sir— | 

| I beg 


ae 
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dt beg your pardon, Sir, faid I: But what, pray, 
is the intent of reading this letter to me? 

To let'you know, what vile man you are thought 
to have fet your heart upon, faid my uncle, in an 
audible whifper. 

Tf, Sir, it be fufpested, that I have fet my heart 
‘upon any other, why is Mr. Solmes to give himfelf 
‘any farther trouble about me? 

‘Only hear, niece, faid my aunt: Only hear what 

Mr. Solmes has to read, and to fay to you, on this — 
head. 
Tf, Madam, Mr. Solmes will be pleafed to decane: 
that he has no view to ferve, no end to promote, for 
himfelf, I will hear any thing he fhall read. But if 
the contrary, you muft allow me to fay, , That it wilk 
_ abate with me a great deal of the weight of whatever 
he fhall produce. 

Hear it but read, niece, faid my aunt.— 

‘Hear it-read, faid my uncle. — You are fo ready to 
take part with— : 

“With any-body, Sir, that is accufed anonjmoully 3 
and from interefted motives. 

He began to read ; and there Bene to be a heavy 
Joad-of charges in this letter, againft the poor cri- 
minal: But I ftopped the reading of it, and faid, ‘It 
will not be my fault, if this vilified man be not ds 
indifferent to me, as one whom I never faw. If he 
be otherwife at prefent; which I neither own, nor 
deny, it proceeds from the ftrange methods taken to 
prevent it. “Do not let one caufe unite him and me, 
and we fhall not be united. If my offer to live fingle 
be accepted, he thall be no more to me than this gen- 
~tleman. , 

Still— Proceed, Mr. Solmes— Hear it out, niece, 


. ‘was my unele’s cry. 


But, to what purpolee Sir? faid 1 Has not Mr. 
Solmes a view in this? And, befides, can any-thing 
K6 worle 
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worfe be faid of Mr.’ ‘Lovelace, than: ]. have heard 
faid’ for feveral months paft? ©. + — 


But this, faid my uncle, ‘and what Mr. Solmes cart 


ge Hs befides, amounts to the fulle/? proof—. 


as: the unhappy man, then, fo freely seatella i. 


his: character before, without full proof? I. befeecty 
you, Sir, give me not teo-geod-an opinion of Mr. 

ovelace ; as I may have, if fuch -pains be taken to 
make him guilty, by one who means not his reforma- 
tion by' it ; nor to do good; if I may prefume to fay 
fo in this cafe, to any-body but himfelf. . 

“I fee very plainly, ‘faid my uncle, your. prepotfef 
fion, your fond prepofleffton, - ‘for the’ cee of a man 
without morals. 

Indeed, my dear, faid my aunt, you ‘too aah 
juftify all our apprehenfions. Surprifing | that a young 
creature of virtue and honour fhould thus efteem a 
man. of a quite oppofite character !- 

' Dear Madam, do trot conclude againft me too: 
haftily, I believe Mr. Lovelace is’ far from being. 
fo good as he ought'to be: But if every man’s 
private life were fearched into by prejudiced peepley 
fet ori for that purpofe, I know not whofe reputation 
would be fafe. I love a virtuous character, as much 
in man, as in woman. I think it as requifite, and 
as meritorious, in the one as in the other. And, if 
left to myfelf, I would prefer a perfon. of fuch 3 a: cha 
racer to Royalty, without it. | 

Why then, faid my uncle— ys 
- Give me leave, Sir — But I may venture to fay, 


_that many of thofe who have elcaped ceniates: have: 


not merited applaufe. - 


Permit me to obferve further, That Mr. Salniea 


himfelf may not be abfolutel faultlefs. never heard 
of his virtues. Some-vices I have heard of— Excufe: 
me, Mr. Sglmes, I fpeak to your face—The text 
about ut eafting the Ff foe affords an excellent Sige 
e 
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He loaked down ; but was filent. . i 
Mr. Lovelace may-have vices yew have not. You 
waay have others, which he has not.—I {peak; not this 
to defend hims or to accufe you. No maa is bad, 
BO ONG is good, in every-thing. . Mr. Lovelace, for 
examiple,. is faid-to.:be implacable, and to hate. my 
friends ; that.does nat make me value him the -more. 
But give me leave to fay, Thas they hate Aim as bad, 
Mr. Selmes has hig antipathies, likewile, very Strong 
anes! .and thofe to his own relations ! which T dan’t 
find to be the other’s fault ; for he lives well with Ais. 
~~ ¥et he may have.as-bad :—Worfe, pardon me, ,he 
cagnot have, in-my poor opinion: For what muft be 
the man, who hates his own flefh ? ig, SAS, dee ae 
-, You know not, Madam; ' &. 2% 8382 
_ ¥ou know not, Niece; _ f ‘Allin one breath.: .-,. 
_¥ouknow not, Clay; } ©... 
I may not, nor do I defire to know his reafons: It 
concerns me not to. know them: But the world, even 
the impartial part .of it, accufes him.. If the world:is. 
-unjuft, or rath, in ene man’s cafe, why may it not be fo. 
in anether’s ?. That’s all I-mean by it.. Nor can there 
bea greater fign of want of merit, than where a man 
feeks to. pull down another’s. charaGter, in order. to. 
build up his own. : ace. oe ee re 
~The poor man’s face was all this time over{pread 
with confufion ; it appearing. as if he were ready to. 
cry ; twifted, as it were, and all awry, neither mouth. 
nor nofe ftanding in the middle of it. And had he 
been capable of. pitying me, I had certainly tried to 
a Apa eee ie ek a ee ee 
hey all three gazed upon one another in filence. My. 
aunt, I faw {at leaft I thought fo), looked as if fhe would 
have been glad fhe might have appeared to approve of 
what I faid. She but feebly blamed me, when fhe. 
{peke, for not. hearing what Mr. Solmes had to fay. He. 
himfelf feemed not now very earneft to be heard. My 


uncle faid, There was no talking tome. And ies 
a _ have 
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have abfolutely filenced both. gentlemen, -had not my 
brother come in again to-their affiftance. 

This was the ftrange fpeech he made at his. entrance, 
his eyes flaming with anger; ‘his prating girl has 
{truck you all dumb, I perceive. . Perfevere how- 
ever, Mr. Solmes. T have heard every word fhe has 
faid: And I know no other method.of being .even 
“with her, than, after. fhe is yours, to make her as 
fenfible of your power, as fhe now makes you of: her 
infolence. | 

‘Fie, coufin Harlowe! faid my aunt—Could I hye 
thought a brother would have faid this to a BpEcinan, 
of a fifter ? 

I muft tell you, Madam, faid. fe, ‘that you give 

the rebel courage. You yourfelf fem to favour too 
much the-arrogance of her fex inher; otherwife fhe 
durft not have thus ftopp’d her uncle’s mouth by re- 
flections upon him; as well as denied to hear a gen- 
tleman tell her the danger.fhe is in from a libertine, 
whofe protection, as fhe has plainly hinted, fhe in- 
tends to claim againft her family. 

Stopp’d my uncle’s mouth, by refleciiens upon bim, Sir! 
faid I, How can that be! How dare eu to make f uch 
an application as This! . 

aunt wept at his refleCtion upon her.—Coufin, 
ay to him, If Zdis be the thanks I have for* my 


trouble, I have done: Your father would not treat - 


me thus:— And I wiil fay, that the hint os gave 
was an unbrotherly one. 

Not more unbrotherly than all the reft of his con- 
duct to me, of late, Madam, faid I. I fee, by this 
fpecimen of his violence, how. every-body has’ been 
brought into his meafures. Had I any the leaft ap- 
prehenfion of ever being in Mr. Solmes’s power, this 
might have affected me. But you fee, Sir, to Mr. 
Solmes, what a condué& is thought neceflary to en- 
able you to arrive at your ungenerous end. You fee 
how my brother courts for you ! | 

I dif- 


f 


— 
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_- I difclaim Mr, Harlowe’s violence, Madam, witl - 
all my foul. I will never remind you— 

Silence, worthy Sir! faid 1; 1 willtakecare you 
never fhall have the opportunity. , 
- Lefs violence, Clary, faid my uncle. Coufin 
James, you are as much to blame as your fifter. 
In then came my fifter.. Brother, faid fhe, you 


kept not your promife. You are thought to be to 


blame within, as well as here. Were not Mr. Solmes’s 
generofity -and affection to the girl we// known, what 
you have faid would be inexcufable. My papa defires 
to fpeak with you; and with you, aunt; and with 
you, uncle; and with you, Mr. Solmes, if you plea‘. 
They all four withdrew into the next apartment. 
I Rood filent, as not knowing, till fhe fpoke, how to. 


take this intervention of my fifter’s.—-O thou perverfe 


thine, faid fhe,.(poking out her angry face at me, 
when they were all gone, but fpeaking {fpitefully 
low ) — What troubles do you give to us all! | 

You and my brother, Bella, faid I, give trouble 
to yourfelves ; for neither you nor he have any bufinefs 
to_concern yourfelves about me. 

* She threw out fome fpiteful expreffions, ftill .in a 
low voice, as if fhe chofe not to be heard without; and 
I thought it beft to oblige her to raife her tone a little, 
iffrcould. If I could, did I fay? It is eafy to make. 
a paffionate fpirit anfwer all our views upon it. 

She accordingly flamed out in a raifed tone: And 
this brought. my coufin Dolly in tous. Mifs Har- 
lowe, your company is defired. : 

I will come prefently, coufin Dolly. 

But again provoking a feverity from me which 

fhe could not bear, and calling-me names; in once 


‘more came Dolly, with another meflage, that her 


company was defired. , 
Not mine,. I doubt, Mifs Dolly, faid I. 
' The fweet-temper’d girl burft. out into tears, and 
fhook her head. © 2 zo 
Oo. 
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Go in before ‘me, child, faid Bella (véxed to fee 
her concern for me), with thy fharp face like a new 
moon: What doft thou ¢ry for? Is it to make thy 
keen face look ftill keener? = 

T believe Bella was blaméd;too, when: ‘fhe went in; 
for I- heard her fay, Fhe creature was {6 provoking, 
there was no keeping a refolution.. : 

Mr. Solmes, after a little while, came in again by 
himfelf, to take leave of me: Full of fcrapes and 
compliments ; but too well tutored and encouraged, 
td give me hope of his declining. He begged me not 
to impute to him any of the fevere things to which 
he had ‘been a forrowful witnefs. He befought my 
compaffion, as he called it. 

He faid, the refult was, That he had ftill hopes 
elie him ; and, altho’ difecouraged by me, he was re- 
olved to perfevere, while I remained fingle:—- And 
fuch. long and fuch ‘painful fervices he tatk’d of, as 
never were heard of. 

“Ftold him, in the ftrongeft manner; what he had 
to truft to. 

Yet ftill he deserved to perfift.— ‘While I was 
no man’s elfe, he muft hope. 

What! faid I, will you ftill perfift, when I de- 
clare, as I now do, that my affections are engaged ?— 
And let my brother make the moft of it-—. we 

«He knew my principles, and adored me for them. . 

"He doubted not, that it was in his power to make 
me happy: And he was fure I would. not want oe 
will to be fo. 

I affured him, that, were I to be enw to my 
uncle’s, it fhould anfwer no end ; for I-would never 
fee hirn; ‘nor: receive a Ime Front him; nor hear a - 
word in his favour, whoever were the perfon WHes 
fhould mention him to me. 

He was forry for it. He muft be miferable, were I 
to hold in that mind. But he doubted not, that I might 
be induced by my father and uncles to change it.— 

Never, 


Y 
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- Never, never, he might. depend upon it. . 

,: [t was richly worth his patience, and the trial. 
Atmy-expence ?—Atthe price of all my bappine/s, Sir 2. 
He hoped I fhould be induced.to think otherwife,.. 
And. thea weuld he. have run. inte his fortune,. his 

fettlements, his afleQion—.Vowing, that never. man 
laved a woman with fo fincere a paffion, .as he loved. 

I Rtopp’d him, as to the firft part .of his fpeech :. 

And.-to the fecond, of the fincerity of his. paffion ;-— 
What then, Siz, faid I, is your love to one, who muft | 


_affure you, . that never young. creature looked -upon 


man with a fincerer difapprobation, than L look upon 
you: And tell me, What .argument can you urge, | 
that.this ¢rue declaration anfwers not beforehand ? 

. Deareft Madam, what. can I fay? On my knees 


And down the ungraceful wretch. dropp’d on his 


Let.me not kneel.in vain, Madam: Let.:me not 
be thus defpifed.—- And he looked moft odioufly for- 
rowful.. - or | 
I have kneeled too, Mr.Solmes : Often have I kneeled : 
And [ will kneel again—Even to you, Sir, will I kneel, 
if there. be fo much merit in kneeling; provided you 
wil.not be the implement of my. cruel brother’s un-_ 
deferved: perfecution.— by ot A 
If all the fervices, even. to worthip you during my 
whole life—You, Madam, invoke and expe& mercy, . 
yet fhew none— , ee 
Am I[ to be cruel to myfelf, to fhew mercy to you? 
— Take my eftate, Sir, with all my heart, fince you — 
are fuch a favourite in. This houfe !-—- Only.leave me . 
myfelf— Lhe-merey yau afk far,.do yau fhew to others... 
If you mean to my relations, Madam— unworthy - 
as they.are, all fhall be done.that you fhall prefcribe. — 
Who, I, Sir, to find you bowels you naturally have 
not? I to purchafe their happinefs, by the eHoe | 
o 
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of my own? What I afk yon for, is mercy to myfelf : 
That, ‘fince you.feem to- have fome power over m 
relations, you will ufe it in my:behalf. T’ell them, 
that you fee I cannot.conquer my averfion to you : 

Tell them, if you are a wife man, that you value too 
much your own happinefs, ta rifque it againft fuch :a 
determan’d antipathy: Tell them, that I am. unwor- 
thy of your offers: And that, in mercy to yourfelf, :as 
well as to me, you will not profecute a fuit fo im- 
poffible to be granted. | Ss ane 

I will rifque all confequences, faid the fell. wretch, 
yifing, with a countenance.whiten’d ower, as if-with 
malice, his hollow eyes fafhing fire, and biting:his 
under-lip, to fhew he cauld_ be mgnly. . Your hatred, 
Madam, fhall be no objection with me: And I 
doubt not. in a few days to have it in my power to 
fhew you— ch 
: ‘You have it in. your power, Sirs. 

_ He came well off— To /hew you more generelatyy 
than, noble.as you are faid:tobe.to others, you fhew 
tome ss. 5 Pog tee Sie, «(Sy 

The man’s face became his anger: It feems.form’d 
toexprefsthe pafionn =i as sk ae 

_ __At that inftant, again came in.my brother—Sifter, 

fitter, fifter, faid he, with his teeth fet, aét.on the 

termagant part you have fo newly aflumed— Ieboft 
wonderfully well does it become you. It.is but a fhort 
one, however ‘Tyranmefs in your turn! accufe 


others of your own guilt !—But leave her, leave her, . - 


Mr. Solmes; her time is fhort.. You’ll find her hum- 
ble and mortify’d enough very quickly !—Then, how 
like a little tame fool will fhe look, with her confciénee 
upbraiding her, and begging of you: [with a whining 
voice, the barbarous brother :{poke] to: forgive and 
forget !— ee ee - 
More he faid, as he flew out, with a face as red as 
-{carlet, upon Shorey’s coming in to recal him, on his 
violence, Se  * 


I re- 
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; I removed from chair to chair, exceffively frighted 
and difturbed, at this brutal treatment. | 

_ The man attempted to excufe himfelf, as being 
forry for my brether’s paffion. : 
_ Leave me, leave me, Sir, fanning — or] fhall faint. 
And indeed.1 thought I fhould. 

. He recommended himfelf to my favour with an 
air of aflurance ; augmented, as I thought, bya di- 
{trefs fo vifible in me; for he even f{natched my 
trembling, my ftruggling hand; and ravifh’d it to 
his odious mouth. | 

.. E- flung from him with high difdain: And he with- 
drew,. bowing and cringing ; felf-gratify’d, and en- 
joying, as I thought, the confufion he faw me in. 

. ‘Lhe creature is now, methinks, before me; and 
now-.l fee him.aukwardly ftriding backward, as he 
retired, till the edge of the open’d door, which he 
run. againft, remember’d him to turn his welcome 
: Upon: his withdrawing, Betty brought me word, 
that I was permitted to go.up to my own chamber : 
And:was bid to confider of every-thing : For my time 
was fhort. Neverthelefs, the believed I might be per- 
mitted to ftay tall Saturday. 

She tells me, That.altho’ my brother and fifter 

were blam’d for being fo ha/fy with me, yet. when 


| they made their report, and my uncle Antony 47s, 


ef my provocations, they were all more determin’d 
than ever in Mr. Solmes’s favour. | 
-The wretch himfelf, fhe tells me, pretends.to be 
more 1n love with me than before; and to be rather 
delighted, than difcouraged, with the converfation that 
pafled between.us. He run on, fhe fays, in raptures, ~ 
about the grace wherewith I fhould dignify his board ; 
and the like fort of ftuff, either of dis faying, or ber 
making. se 
She clofed all with a Now is my time to fubmit . 
with a grace,and to make my own terms with on a 
: Co, 
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Elfe, fle can tell: me, were foe Mr. Solmes,. it fhould 
be worfe for. me: .And.who,. Mifs, of cur fex, pro- 
ceeded the faucy creature, would admire a rakifh:gen- 
tleman, when fhe might be admixed bya fober one to 
the endofthe chapter? 2 | ee 
‘The creature. tells me, I. have had amazing. good 


luck, to keep my writings concealed fo cunningly : © 
I muft needs think, that fhe knows I am always at | 


my pen: And as I endeavour to hide that knowlege 
from her, fhe is not obliged to keep my fecret. But 
that fhe loves not to aggravate. She had rather recon- 

cile by much, Peace-making is her talent, and ever 
“was. And had fhe been as much my foe, as I ima- 

gined, I had not perhaps been here now.— But this, 
_ however, the faid not to make a merit with me: ’ For, 
truly, it would be better for me the fooner every- 
thing was.over with me. And better for her, and 
every-one elfe; that.was certain— Yet one hint fhe 
muft conclude with ; that my pen and ink, fhe.wauld 


allure me (foon as I was to go. away), would not be. 


“longin my power. And then, having loft that amufe- 
ment, it would be feen, how a mind. fo aGive as 
mine, would be able to employ itfelf. 


- This hint has fuch an effe@& upon. me, that I fhall — 


inftantly begin to conceal, in different .places, pens, 


ink, and paper; and to depofite fome in the -ivy+ | 


fummer-houfe, if I can find a fafe place ;. and, at the 
worft, I have got a pencil of..black, and another of 
red, lead, which I ufe.in my drawings ; and my pat- 
terns fhall ferve for paper, if I have no other. 
How lucky it was, that [had got.away my papers ! 
‘They made a ftriét fearch for them; That I can fee, 
.by. the diforderly manner they have left all things. in: 
For you know that 1 am fuch an obferver of method, 
that [ can go to a bit. of ribband, or lace, or edging, 
blindfold: ‘The fame in my books; which they have 
_ trangely difordered and mifmatched, to look behind 
them, and in fome of them, I fuppofe. My cloaths, 
. too, 
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too, are rumpled not a little. No place has efcaped 
them. To your hint, I thank you, are they indebted 
for their difappomntment. | ee eee _ 
- Fhe pen, thro” heavinefs and fatigue, dropp’d out 
of my fingers, at the word indebted. FE refume it, to 
finith the fentence ; and to tell you, that I am, 

a Your for-ever obliged and affectionate 
te : | Cr. HARLowE. 


LETTER XXxi. 
 Mifs Crarissa HaRLow:, To Mi/s Howe. ; 


Wednefday; Eleven o Clock, April 5. 
‘Mufkt write as I have opportunity ; making ufe of 
my concealed ftores: For my pens and ink (all 

of each, that they could find) are taken from me; as I 
-fhall tell you more particularly by-and-by. _ 
About an hour ago, I depofited:my long letter to 

; as alfo, in the ufual place, a billet to Mr. 
velace, left his impatience fhould put him upon 
fome rafhmefs ; fignifying, in four lines, ‘ That the 
‘ interview was over; and that I hoped my fteatly re- 
© fufal of Mr. Solmes would difcourage any further 
‘6 applications to me in his favour.’ et. 
- Altho’ I was unable, through the fatigue I had un- 
degone, and by’ reafon of fitting up all might to write 
‘to you, (which made me lie longer than ordinary this 
morning ) to depofit my letter to you fooner; yet I 
hope you will have it in fuch good time, as that you 
will be able to fend me an anfwer to it this night, or 
-in the morning early ; which, if ever fo fhort, will in- 
form me, whether f may depend upon your mamma’s 
-indulgence, or not.- This it behoves me to know as 
‘foon as poffible; for they are refolved to hurry me 
away on Saturday next, at fartheft ; perhaps to-mor- 

‘row. eS 

’ I willnow inform you-of all that happen’d previous 

-- to 
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to their taking away my pen and ink, as well as‘ of the. 


manner in which that act of violence, as I may call 
‘ it, was committed ; and this.as briefly as I can. 

‘My aunt, (who with Mr. Solmes, and my two 
uncles) lives here, I think, came up to.me, and faid, 
. fhe would fain have me hear what Mr. Solmes had.'ta: 
fay of Mr. Lovelace—-Only that I might be apprifed 
of fome things, that would convince me what a vile 
man he is, and what a wretched hufband he muft 
make.— I might give them what-degree ‘of credit I 
pleafed; and take them with abatement for Mr. 
Solmes’s intereftednefs, if I thought fit.—But it might 
be of ufeto me, were it but to queftion Mr. Love- 
lace indirectly upon fome of them, ‘that related to 
myfelf. | - 

I was indifferent, I faid, about what he could fay 
of me, as I was fure it could not be to my difad+ 
vantage ;.and as he had no reafon to impute to me 


the forwardnefs which my unkind friends had fo caufe- 


lefly taxed me with. 

She faid, That he gave himfelf high airs on ac- 
count of his family ; and {poke as defpicably of ours, 
as if an alliance with ws were beneath him. 

I reply’d, That he was.a very unworthy man, ff 
it were true, to fpeak flightingly of a family, which 
was as good as his own, *bating that it-was not allied 
to the peerage: That: the dignity itfelf, I thought, 
convey’d more fhame than honour to defcendents, 
who had not merit to adorn, as well as to be adorned 
by it: That my brother’s abfurd pride, ‘indeed, which. 
made him every-where declare, he would never marrv 
but to quality, gave a difgraceful. preference againit 
ours: But that were I to be affured, that Mr. oe 
lace were capable of fo mean:a pride, as to infult us, 
or value himfelf, on fuch ‘an accidental advantage, I 
fhould think as defpicably of his fenfe, as every-body 
elfe did of his morals. | 

She infifted. upen it, that-he Aad txken fuch liber- 


ties; 
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ties ; and offer’d to give fome amirancess which, fhe 
faid, would furprife me. 

I ‘aniwer "d, ‘That were it:ever fo certain, that Mr. 
Lovelace had taken fuch liberties, it would be but 
common juftice, (fo much hated as he was by all our 
family, and fo much inveighed againft in. all compa- 
nies by thet) to Inquire into thet provocation he had 
to fay what was imputed to ym ‘and ‘whether the 
_ value fome of my friends put upon the riches they 

poffefs, (throwing perhaps contempt upon every other. 

advantage, and even difcrediting their ewun pretenfions 
to family, in order to depreciate 4/s) might not pro- 
voke him to like contempts. Upon the whole, Ma- 
dam, faid I, can you fay, that the inveteracy lics not 
as much en our fide, as on bis? Can he fay any-thing 
of us more -difrefpectful, than we fay of him ?— And 
as to the fuggeftion, -fo often repeated, that he would 
make.a bad hufband, Is it poffible for him to ufe a 
wife worfe than I am ufed; particularly by my 
brother and fifter? 

Ah, niece! ah, my dear! how firmly has this 
wicked man attached you! 

Perhaps not, Madam. But really great care fhould 
be taken: by fathers and°mothers, when they would 
have their daughters of their minds in thefe particu- 
lars, not to fay things that fhall: neceffitate the child, 
in honour and generofity, to take part with the man 
her friends are averfe to. But, waving all this,-as I 
have offered to renounce him’ for ever, - "T fee not wh 
he fhould be mentioned to me, nor why I fhould be 
wifhed to hear any-thing about him. 

Well, but ftill, my dear, there can be no harm to 
_ det Mr. "Solmes tell you what-Mr. Lovelace has faid 
of you. Severely as you have treated‘'Mr. Solmes, he 
_ is fond of attending you once more: He begs to be 

heard on this head. 

If it be proper for me to Kear it, -Madam-—: 

It is, eagerly interrupted fhe, very: proper. : 


as 
I 
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Has what he has faid of me, Madam, convinced 
you of Mr. Lovelace’s bafenefs? | 

It has, my dear: And that you ought toabhor him - 

for it. | 

Then, dear Madam, be pleafed to Jet me hear it 
from your mouth: There is.no need that I fhould fee 
Mr. Solmes, when it will have double the weight from_ ; 
you. What, Madam, has the man dared to fay of 
me ? 7 

My aunt was quite at a lofs.- | 

At laft, Well, faid the, I fee how you are attached. 
T am forry for it, Mifs. For I do affure you, it will 
fignify nothing. You muft be Mrs.Solmes ; and that 

-in avery few days. —_- , 

If confent of heart, and affent of voice, be necef- 
fary to a marriage, I am fure I never can, nor ever 
will be married to Mr. Solmes. And what will any 
of my relations be anfwerable for, if they force my | 
hand into his, and hold it there till the Service be- 
read ; I perhaps infenfible, and in fits, all the time? 

What a romantic picture of a forced marriage have 
you drawn, niece! Some people would fay, you have 

‘given a fine defcription of your own obftinacy, child. 

My brother and fifter would : But you, Madam, 
diftinguifh, I am fure, between obftinacy and averfion. 

eae averfion may owe its rife to rea/ obftinacy, 
my dear. 

‘ know my own heart, Madam. I with you did. 

Well, but fee Mr. Solmes, once more, niece. It will 
oblige, and make for you, more than you imagine. 

What fhould I fee him for, Madam '— Is the man 
fond of hearing me declare my averfion to him ?— Is 
he defirous of having me more and more incenfe my 
friends againft myfelf?—O my cunning, my ambitious 

. brother ! : . 

Ah, my dear !—with a look of pity, as if fhe under- 
ftood the meaning of my exclamation: — But mutt 

- That neceflarily be the cafe? 

It 
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Te muft, Madam, if they will take offence at me 
for declaring my ftedfaft deteftation of Mr. Solmes, as 
a hufband. : i 
Mr. Solmes is to be pitied, faid fhe. He adores 
you. He longs to fee you ance more. He loves 
you the better for your cruel ufage of him yéfterday. 
He is in raptures about you. | 
‘Usly creature, thought I1 He in raptures !— 
hat a cruel wretch muft He be, faid I, who can 
enjoy the diftrefs he fo largely contributes to !—But I 
fee, I fee, Madam, that I am confider’d as an animal 
to be baited, to make fport for my brother, and fifter, 
and Mr. Solmes. ‘They are all, all of them, wanton 
in their cruelty.— /, Madam, fee the man !—the nian ° 
fo incapable of pity !-—-Indeed I won’t fee him, if Ican 
help it.—Indeed I won’t. | | 
What a conftruétion does your lively wit put upon 
the admiration Mr. Solmes exprefles of you !— Pat- 
fionate as you were yefterday, and contemptuoully as. 
you treated him, he dotes upon you for the very {c- 
verity he fuffers by. He is not fo ungenerous a man 
as you think him: Nor has he an unfeeling heart.—. 
Let me prevail upon you, my dear (as your father 
and mother expect it of you), to fee him once more, 
and hear what he has to fay to you.— : 
How can I confent to fee him again, when yefter- 
day’s interview was interpreted by you,. Madam, as — 
well as by every other, as an encouragement to him? 
When I myfelf declared, that if I faw him a fecond 
time by my own confent, it might be fotakenf And 
when I am determined never to encourage him? 
You might fpare your reflections upon me, Mifs. 
I have no thanks either from ene fide, of the other. 
And away fhe flung. | | 
Deareft Madam! faid I, following her.to the door—~ 
But fhe would.not hear me further; and her fud-- 
den breaking from me occafioned a hurry to fome 
Vou. I. Le. mean 
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mean liftener ; as the flipping of a foot frommthe land- 
ing-place.on the {tairs difcovered to me. 
had sonia os recovered myfelf from this. attack, 
when up came Betty, with a, Mifs, your company 
1s reali wires aera in your own. parlour. | 
| whom, Betty | 
ow can I ‘al Mi i Perhaps by your fifter a 
perhaps by your brother—I know. they won’t ae 
up-ftairs to your apartment again. 
Is Mr. Solmes gone, abe 
. L believe he is, Mifs: ould you have him fent. 
for back, faid the bold creature? ‘ 
Down I went: And who fhould I be fent for. 
down to, but my. brother and: Mr. Solmes? The. lat- 
ter ftanding fn behind the door, that I faw him 
not, til I was matics led by the haad into the. 
room by my brother. And then 1 pated as if I had 
_ beheld a ghoft. . | 
You are to. fit down, Clary. 
And what then, brother? 
_ + Why, then, you are to-put off that {cornful look > 
and hear what Mr. Solmes has to fay to you. 
Sent for down to be baited again, thought I! 
Madam, faid Mr. Solmes, as.if in hafte to {peak,. 
Jeft he fhould not have opportunity given him; and 
hejadged right; Mr. Lovelace is.a declared marriage- 
hater, and has a defign upon your honour, :if ever—_ 
Bafe accufer! faid I, in a paffion, fnatching my~ 
hand from my brother, who was infolently motion- 
ifig to give it to Mr. Solmes ; he has. not |— he dares. 
not! But you have! if endeavouring to force a free. 
mind, is to difhonour it! ; 
O thou violent creature! faid my brother —But not . 
gone yet—for I was rufhing away. 
What mean you, Sir (ftruggling vehemently to eet 
away), to detain me thus. againft my will 
ou fhall not go, violence, clafping ‘his unbro- 
therly. arms about me. 
‘Then 
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‘Then te not Mr. Solmes ftay. — Why hold you — 
me thus? He fhall not, for your own fake, if I can 
help it, fee how barbaroufly 2 brother can treat 
fitter, who deferves not evil treatment. — . 

And I ftruggled fo vehemently to get from him, 
that he was forced to quit my hand; which he did 
with thefe words—Begone, then, Fury !—How ftrong’ 
is will !—-There is no holding her. 

And up I flew to my chamber again, and locked 
myfelf in, trembling, and out of breath. 

‘In lefs than a quarter of ‘an hour, up came Betty. 
T let her in, upon her tapping, and afking (half out: 
of breath too) for admittance. - 

The Lord | mercy upon us! faid fhe.——What 
a confufion of a houfe is This!— Hurrying up and * 
plc pa hevtt with her handkerchief Such‘ 

matters and miftreffes ! Such an obftinate young ° 
Jady !— Such an humble lover !— Such enraged un-‘ 
cles !— Such — O dear! dear! What a topfy-turvy | 
houfe is This >And all for what, trow ?—Only: be- 
caufe a young Lady may be happy, and will not P— 


. Only becaufe a young Lady will have a hufband, and 


will not have a hufband ? — What hurly-burlies are 
here, where all ufed to be peace and quietnefs ? | 

Thus fhe ran on, talking to herfelf; while I fat as 
patiently as I could (being affured that her errand was 
not defigned to be a welcome one tome), to obferve 
when her foliloquy would end. 

At laft, turning to me—I muft do as I am bid: I ° 
can’t help it—Don’t be angry with me, Mifs. But 
I muft carry down your pen and ink; And that, this 


“moment. 


‘By whofe order ? 
By your papa’s and mamma’s. 
How fhalt 1 know that? 
She offered to go to my clofet: I ftept in before her: 
Touch it, if you dare. | 


L 2 - Up 
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Up came my .coufin Dolly-— Madam !—Madam 
faid the poor weeping gond-natured creature, in broken 
fentences— You muft—indeed- hid sa deliver: ‘to 
et es to me-—yourpen-and ink. . 

ft I, my fweet coufin?: Then. E with to yous; but 
mot to this bald. ere And fo r ay my anda | 
toher. _. 

Tam forry, very forty: hid Migs, to be the thef- 
fenger: But your papa will not have you in the fame 
houfe with him :. He is refolved you fhall be «carried 
away to-morrow, or Saturday: at fartheft. And there- 
fore your pen and’ink is taken:: ay, that he may: 
"give no- body. notice of it. : 

And away went the dear girl very: forrowfull} 


«carrying down with her my ftandifh, and all its fur-. 


niture, and a little parcel of pens befide, which hav-. 
ing. been. feen: when the great. fearch was-made, fhe 


was bid to:afk, for :..As it happened, -I- had -not -di-. 


minifhed it, having half a dozen Crow- -quills, which 
Thad hid in as.magy different places. It was lucky 5 
for I doubt not ny had told how ‘many v were in the 
parcel. 


now as much incenfed againft me, as any-body — 
‘That: my doom -was. fixed | That my violent ‘be-, 


haviour fad not left one to plead for me. That Mr. : 


_ Solmes bit his lip, and mumbled, and feemed to La 
more in his head, than: could come out at his mouth 5 
that was her phrafe.” 

And yet fhe alfo hinted to me, that the eae créa- 
ture: took pleafure in feeing me; altho’ fo much te , 
my. difguft.—And fo wanted to fee me again: Mutt 
he not-be a favage, my dear? - ° 


The wench went qn— T. hat my uncle Bae. 7 


faid, That now 4e gave meup.— That he pitied Mr. 
Solmes — Yet hoped he: would not think of This to. 
_ my detriment hefeafter: That my uncle Antony was 

of opinion, That I ought to a for itt And, for. 


her 
7 


Betty run on calling me, as my mamma was | 


i 


I aoe not-be tnspriteds now. they. think 
and ink 
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ber past—And then, as one of the family, the gave her 
opinion of the fame fide. 

As I have no-other way‘of hearing any“thing that 


is faid, or intended, below, I bear fometimes more 
patiently, than I otherwife fhould' do; with-her ims 


pertinence. And, indeed, fhe feems to be. ir all “my 
brother’s and Gfter’s courifels. 

-Mifs Hervey came up again, and demanded an half 
pint. ink-bottle, which:they had feen i in- my clofet. | 
I gave it: Ker without hefittion, : 

If a have no fufpicien of my being able to write; 
they will, perhaps, let me. fray a than ‘otherwile 
oy. would... 

his, my dear, . is now my fituation: 

All my. dependence, all ‘my hopes, is in your mam= 
ma’s favour. . But for That, I know: not what E 
might do: For-who can tell what will come next 2° 


LETTER XXxXiil, | 
Mif; Cuarissa Hartowe, To Mifs Howe: ; 


Wednefday, Four 0° Clock. in the Afternoons. 


I Am juft returned from depofiting- the letter I fo 
lately finifhed, and fuch of Mr: Lovelace’s letters 


' -as Thad not fent-you.. My long letter, I found-remain+ 


sas eee — So you’H have’ both together. - | 
am concerned, methinks;.it is not:with you. But 
our. fervant cannot always'be at leifure.. However, 
Yn depofite: as faft'as I write: I-muft keep nothiute 
by me now; and when I write, lock:m fae in, that: 
have:no. ‘pea 


‘¥ found, in the ufizal ‘places another-letter:ftom:this: 
diligent man: And by its contents, a confirmation, 
that nothing pales . in this houfe, but he knows it. 
and that, as foon as it pafles.. For this letter muft 
have been. written before he could have received ney 

L 3 + billets 
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billet; and depofited, I fuppofe, when that was taken 
‘away; yet, he compliments me in it, upon afferting 
myfelf, as he calls it; on that occalton, +o my uncle 
and to Mr. Solmes. 
© He affures me, however, - -that they gre more and 
€ more determin’d to fubdue me. 
“ He fends me the compliments of his. family ; a Sand 
- aequaints me with their earneft. defire to fee me 
- ©amongft them. Moft vehemently does he prefs for 
‘my quitting This houfe, while it is in my power 
“to get away: And again craves leave to ordér his 
‘uncle’s chariot-and-fix to attend my orders at-the 
“ftyle leading to the coppice, adjoining to the pad- 
* dock. 
a. Settlements to my own will, he again offers.. Lord 
_* M. and both his aunts to: be guaranties of his ho- 
“nour and. juftice. But, if I choofe not togo to ei- 
‘ ther of his aunts, nor yet to make him the happieft 
-© of men fo foon, as it is neverthelefs his hope that I 
Swill, he urges me to withdraw to my own houfe ; 
‘. and. to accept of my Lord M. for my guardian and 
s protector, | til my iin Morden arrives. He can 
* contrive, he fays, to give me eafy poffeffion of it, 
* and will fill it with his female relations, ‘on the firtt 
invitation from me; and Mrs. Norton, or Mifs Howe, 
. .©may be undoubtedly prevailed upon to be with me 
¢ for atime. There can be no pretence for litigation, 
_ She fays, when Iam once in it.) Nor, if 1 choofe to 
* have it fo, will he appear to vifit me; nor-prefume to 
* mention marriage .to me till all is quiet and eafy ; 
* till every method I fhall prefcribe for a reconciliation 
. ,“ with my friends, -is try’d; till my coufin comes 5 
till fuch fettlements are drawn, as he fhall approve 
“of for me; and that I have suiseieed deicaaed proofs 
.“ of his own good behaviour.’ | 
_ _ As to the difgraéea perfon ‘of my" Gane: may 
be apprehenfive of, upon quitting my father’s houfe, 
kg obferves, too truly, j doubt, ¢ That the ape 
meet 


| Mi/s Clariffa Harlowe. ~- 223 
-©T meet with, is inevery one’s mouth: Yet, he fays, 
© that the public voice is in my favour: My friends 
© themfelves, he fays, expec? that I will do myfelf, 
, © what he calls, this juflice; why elfe do they confine 
“© me? He urges, that, thus treated, the independence 
‘ I havea right to, will be my fufficient excufe, go- 
‘© ing but from their houfe to my own, if I choofe that 
_ © meafure;. or, in order to take pofleffion of my own, 
_© if Ido not: That all the difgrace I can receive, 
© they have already given me: That his concern, and 
* his family’s concern, in my honour, will be equal to 
_ © my own, if he may be fo happy ever to call me his: 
© And he prefumes to aver, that no family. can better 
© fupply the lofs of my own friends to me, than his, 
¢ in whateyer way I do them the honour to accept of 
* his artd their protection. . ; 
_ © But he repeats, that, in all events, he will oppofe 
* my being carried to my uncle’s ; being well aflured, 
_ “that I fhall be loft to him for ever, if once I enter 
into that houfe.’ He tells mc, ¢ That my brother - 
< and fifter, and Mr. Solmes, defign to be there to re- 
© ceive me: That my father and mother will not 
© come ttear me, till the ceremony is actually over : 
“6 And that then they will appear, in order to try to re- 
.* concile.me to my odions hufband, by urging upon 
* me the obligations I thall be fuppofed to be under, 
‘ from a double duty.’ ) | Soe 
How, my dear, am I driven between both !—This 
laft. intimation is but a too probable one. All.the 
fteps they take, feem to tend to this! And, indeed, 
‘they have declared almoft as. muth. a 
nc He owns, * That he has already taken his meafures 
* upon this .intelligegce :— But that he is fo defirous, 
‘S for my fake [I muft /uppofe, he fays, that he pwes 
© them no forbearance for their own], to avoid coming 
“ to extremities, that he has fufter’d a perfon, whom 
“they do not fufpect, to acquaint them, as if un- 
* known to himfelf, with his refolutions, if they per- 
| L 4 © fift 


_ Would be, if I fled to his family)::. Zo return, 1 re 
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« fift in their defign to carry me by violence to my 
“uncle’s ; in hopes, that they may be-induced, from 
* fear of mifchief, to change'their’ meafurés: Altho’ 
4 he runs’ a rifque, if he cannot be benefited by their 


‘* fears, from their doubly guarding themfelves againft 


* him:on this intimation !’ 


. . What: a. dangerous enterprizer, however, ‘is this 
| | i a ee 


“ He begs a few lines from me, by way of anfwer 
* to. this. letter, either ‘This evening, or to-morrow 
morning. — If he be not fo favour’d,- he fhall con- 
“clude, from what. he knows:of their fixed determi- 
“ nation, that. I fhall. be under a clofer reftraint ‘than 


“before: And he thall be obliged to take his meafures- 


4 according to that prefumption” —- ~~ : 
‘You will fee by this abftract, as well as by his 
ketter preceding This (for both run in the fame 
ftrain), how ftrangely. forward the corn hee niy 
wand pro- 


Situation has brought him. in his declarations 


pofals; and in his threatenings too:. Which, but for 
‘That, I-would not take from him. - | 
_, Something, however, I mutt {peedily refolve upon, 
er it will be out of my power to help myfelf. 
- Now I think of it, 1 will inclofe his letter (fo might 


have {pared the abftract of it), that you may the bet-. 


ter judge of all his propofals, and intelligence; and 
left it fhoyld falk into other hands. . I cannot forget 


the contents, altho’ I am at.a lofs what. anfwer ta 


return. , ‘2 ae , EMS oo 
I cannot bear the thoughts of throwing myfelf up- 
on the protection of his friends :—But I will not ex- 


amine his propofals clofely, till I hear from you. In- © 


deed,. I have na eligible hope, but.in:your.mamma’s 
goodnefs. Hers is a protection I- could more repusas 
bly fly to, than to That of any other perfon : And 
from hers fhould be ready to return to my father’s 
(for the breach then would not be irreparable, as it. 


peat, 
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peat, on {uch terme.as fall. fecure but my negative 5; 
pot my. independence : I do not aim at That (fo fhalb. 


_ lay. your mamma under the, lefs difficulty); altho’ E 
have a right-to it,. if I were to infift upon it :-—-Such. 


a right, ‘I mean, ;as.my:brother exerts -in: the cfate, 
left Lim; and which no-body:difputes-—-God forbid; 
that I fhould.ever think :mydelf freed from my-father’s 
reafonable controul, whatever right my grandfather's 
wilt has given mes. He, good ‘gentleman, lef me 
that eflate, as a reward of my duty,. and not to fet 


_ me aboye it, as has been juftly hinted to me:, And this 


reflection makes me more fearful of riot anfwering the 
insention af fo valuable a bequeft.——O that:my friends: 
knew but my zheart ! —- Would but : think of:.it, a% 
they ufed to.do—For. once more, I-fay, If.it deceive - 
me not, it-is not altered, altho’ theirsarel’ =: - 
..- Would but your. mamma, permit yeu..to. fend her 
ehariot,. orchaife, to the bye-place where Mr. Loves. 
lace propofes. his. uncle’s ‘fhall come. pone inti. 
midated, and:apprehenfive, as Lam),.1 would not hoy . 
fitate a moment.what to do !— Place meany- wheres, 
as.I-have faid befere !—In a cott, in a garret ; any- 
where— Difguifed as.a fervant — or let me pafs as: a. 
fervant’s fifter—So that. may. but efeape Mr. Soltnes 
om.one hand, and the difgrace of refuging with thé 
family of a man at enmity. with my own, on the other.¢. 
and I fhal] be in fome.meafure happy |—Should your 
good mamma.refufe me, what refuge, or. whofe, cap. ’ 
fly to?—— Dearéft creature, advife your. diftrefleds 


fend... eet, Hh: ee ee a 

..Esroxe off here —-I was fo exceffively uneafy. 
that I durft not truft.myfelf: with my own refleCtions ¢- 
Se.went: dawn. to the: garden, to try to calm: ;my- 
mind, by fhifting the fcene.. I took but one turn.up+ 
on the filbeard walk, when Betty came to me... Here. 
Mifs, is your Papa !-Here is:your uncle Antony !— 
+ ae Ls Here.. 
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Here 's my young mafter-— and my young. miftrefs, 
coming, to take.a ‘walk inthe-garden; and your papa 
fends. me.to fee where you are, for fear hethould ‘meet 


vor as ftruck into an oblique path, id got behind the - 
yew-hedge, : fecing:my ‘fifter appear; arid there: con 
cealed myfelf till they were'gone paft'me. 
' My mamma, it feems, 1s not well. -My poor 
‘mamma keeps her chamber:!}— Should-fhe:be worfe, 
¥ fhould have an addition! unhappinefs, im appre- 
‘henfton,: that nry pusen andutifulnets has touched 
her heart! 
oo mapine what mhy ee were ie 
: t -hedge, ‘ort feeiri papa fo near mie. 
mst was Jiad to (20 _at him: ar” the hedge, as he 
pafled by : But F trembled: in: every joint, when I 
. Reard ‘hiny utter thefe words: Son James, To you, 
ahd to ‘Bella, and to You,. brother, do I wholly com- 
‘Init this: mratter.—-For. that I was meant, F cannot 
doubt. ‘And yets why wasl foaffetted:; {ince I: may 
«be faid to-have heert given: a to their crucltys for 
ee patt 2° . 

& & 


WHILe my papa femained in the garden, F fent 
> my dutiful compliments to my mamma, with inquiry 
- “after ber health, by Shorey, whom I met accidentally 
“upon the’ fairs ; ;’ for.none of the fervants, except 

my gablerefs,: dare to throw themfelves in my. way. 
* I had the mortification of fuch a return, as made 
“me repent my meflage, tho’ not my concern for her 
health. Let her not inquire after the diforders fhe 
- eceafions,; was the harfh anfwer. I will- not receive | 
ig compliments from her ! 
BAe very, hard, my : eet” sini it is’ “very 


. 
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" E HAvE the pleafure to’ heat my mamnia is alteady 
better; however: ‘A‘ colicky diforder, to which the 


-is too’ fubje@ :++And it is hoped is gone off.— God 


fend it may !—Every« evil that happens i in this houfe:i 


+ ‘wing to‘me! 


«. This good news was told me, with 2 circumftance 


very unacceptable ; for Betty faid, fhe had orders te 


let me know, that my rden-walks, and poultry-vilits 
were fufpeéted ; and that both will be prohibited, if I 


‘Here till: Saturday. oe * Motiday.. 

bly this is faid by ovder, to make Mme go: with 

lefs reluctance to my unctle’s. 
~My mamma bid her fey, if I expoftulated: ak 
thefe orders, and about my pen-and ink, * That read- 
* ing was more‘to the purpofe, at prefent, than write- 
ing: ‘That by the one, E might be ta as ie duty’s 
« That the other, confidering whont ‘believed 
< to write to, only ftiffen’d my wills That: my nieedie- 


. * works had better be purfued, than my airings 3 winch 
_ * were obferved tobe taken- in all weathers.” - 


:- So, my dear, if Edo not refelve upon fonithiay 
foon, I fhall neither be able to avoid the intended evi, 


nor have it in | my power to cortefpond with ee 


'Wednefday Night. ° 


| nee: 7 a oo below-ftairs. Betty is in and 

out like a fpy. Something: is working, I know tnot 

what. Lam really a good deal ‘diforder’d in aint es 
_ well as mind. “Indeed iam quite heart-ftck }: 


‘ Iwill go down, tho’ ’tis almoft dark, on pretence: of 


getting a'little air and compofufe. Robert had my two 


former, Ihope, before now : And I will dépofite This, 


_ with Lovelace’ 3 inclofed, if I can,’ ‘for fear. of another 


fearch. 

I know not what I fhall da Yet Allis , fo fetangely 
bufy t_—Doors clapt to : Going-out of otfe apartment, 
hurryingly, as:I may fay, into another. ‘ Betty in-her 


warming way, ftaring, a of frighted importance 5 5 


twice 
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twice: with ' me in- half an. hour ; + called -dowr in. 
hafte, by Shorey, the laft time ; leaving me with Iti 
more meaning in her, looks. and. geftures! — Yet 
poly nothing in all This, worthy of my apprehen- 
iona— Here, a = jin, comes the creature, with her 


eo and bak Q dears t°O 


| $e s. | 

More dark hints thrown out ibe this pee ‘crea~ 
ture. But the will not explain herfelf. ‘ Suppofe 
© this pretty bufineds ends in, murder, fhe fays. I may 
*-rue my oppofitian, as long as I live, for aught fhe 
‘knows.’ Parents -will not be daffied out’ of .their 
“ children by impudent gentlemen ; nor is it fit they 
£, fhould. Tpmay come home to mes, when I a 
£ expe it.’ 

“Thefe ate the gloomy and perplexing hints this im- 
. pertinent’ throws out: Probably they arife from -the: 
infarmation Mr. Lovelace fays he thas feeretly -per-' 
mitted them to have [From his::vile double-faced 
agent, ‘I fuppofe !} of, his: refolution to Prevent my bev: 
“Ing ¢arried to my uncle’s. 
"How juftly, if fo, may This cixafperate them !— 
- How am I driven to and fro, like'a feather in the: 
wind, at the pleafuire of the rafh, the felfifh, and the: 
headftrong! and when I am-as aveife to the proceed- : 
ings of the one, as’ I:am to thofe of the other-! But- 
being forced’ into’ a clandeftine. corre fener in- * 
edifcreet_meafures are fallen upon by the rafh man, - 
before I can be conlulted : And .between them, I. 
have’ not an option, altho’ ‘my ruin {For is‘ not- the: 
Jof& of reputation a tuin ?} may’ be the dreadful confe~-. 
quence of the Reps taken. 7 Vhat a perverle fate is 
Tine !.- 

ft am Y prevented dcsohtir! this, anid the shelley. 
as interid to it to $5, ae as i is), 4 wil add ‘to - 

ee es 


detp-drawh affe 
@ear’s! 


weer 7 rae | 


Ss 


Mi/s Clariffla;Harlowe. azo 
it, ho occafion fhall offer. Mean time, believe me 
to be. . a, oh ae ne ee ee 3 eee 
| Your ever affectignate and grateful |, :. 

ca wins, ane Sacks HARLOWE., 


nr) 


| \« Under. the fuperfeription, written witha penfil, aften 
foe went down. oak 
_ © My two former not taken away !—I am furprifed ! 
¢ —I hope you are well— I hope All is right be- 


.. $ twixt your mamma and you.’, 4. , 
Le LON apie Rios 2 Ge ees a ae ee ee ee : 
ho DET OT-E Ro XXXIV. 
ee ele PR ede Bele te St gee OE eine ge N Os «eee, Or 
1 BMdifs Howk, To Adis Clarissa HARLOWE,., : 


Pe 
de 


a | Thitifday Morning, April 6. 
| I Have-your three letters. Never was there a crea~ 
ture more impatient on, the. moft .intercfting un- 
certainty than.I was, to. know the event of the, in-, 
terview between you and:Solmes..;° | 5 4, ..,. 1, 
_. It behoves. me to.account,to my dear friend, in her, 
prefent unhappy fituation, for, every thing. that may 
have the leaft appearance of a negligence or remiffnels, 
on.my part. I fent Robin in the morning early, in 
hopes of a depofite, He-loiter’d about the, place till, 
ngar ‘en, to no purpofe ; and then came away 5 my_ 
mamma, having, given him.a letter to carry to.Mr., 
~ Hunt’s, which he.was to deliver before Three, when. 
only, in.the day-time, that gentleman is at home};, 
and to,bring: her back an anfwer-to it. Mr. Hunt's, 
‘houfé, you know, lies wide from,Harlowe-Place,—— 
Robin but juft fayed his.time; and return’d not till it, 
‘was tag -late to fend him again, .J copld only diredt. 
him to, fet out before day, this morning; and, if he , 
‘got any letter, to ride, as for his life, to bring it to me, 
“” FE Jay by mayfelf; A moft uneafy night I had, thro’ 
impatience ; and being difcompofed with it, lay longer | 
than ufual. Juftas 1 was rifen, in came Kitty, from~ 
be : saa aed : "Robi, 
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Robin, with your three letters. I was not.a quarter 
drefs’d; .and only flipp’d on my salir facque ;° pro- 
ceeding rio further till (Vong as theyare) [had read them 
all thro’: And yet I often ftopp’d to ravealoud (tho’ by 
myfelf) at the devilifh people you have to deal with. _ 
How my heart rifes at them all! How poorly did 
‘they defign to. trick you into af encouragement. of 
Solmes, from the interview to which they had ex- 
torted your confent |—I am very, very ahgry at your 
aunt Hervey! To give up her own judgment fo 
tamely !—And not content with that, to become fuch 
an aétive inftrament in their hands.—~But it is fo like 
the world !~-So:like my mamma too !— Next to her 
own child, there is not any-body living fhe values fo 
mich as.fhe does you:—— Yet, it is— Why fhould 
we embroil ourfelves, Nancy, with other peoples 
affairs ? - A Tee Re OS ae 
Other people !—How I hate the poor-words, where 
‘friendfhip is concern’d, and where the proteCtian to 
be given may be of fo much confequence to a friend, 
and of fo little detriment to one’s felff =~ ~~ 
Tam delighted with your fpirit, however. I ex- 
ected it not from you. Nor did They, I am fure. 
‘Nor would you, perbaps, have exerted it, if Lovelace’s 
‘intelligence of Solmes’s nurfery-offices had not fet you 
up. [wonder not that the wretch is faid to love you 
‘the better for it. What an honour to have fuch a wife ? 
“And he can be even with you when you are fo. He 
muft indeed be a favage, as you fay.— Yet is he lefs 
to blame for his. perfeverance, than thofe of your own 
family, whom moft you reverence. 8) 
- It ts well, as I have often faid, that I have not fuch 
- provocations and trials ;-I fhould, ptthaps, ‘long ago, 
have taken your coufin Dolly’s advice — Yet dare I 
hot to. touch that key. —I fhall always love the ‘good 


gurl, for her tendernefs to you. 


£>- rer =e) OB TelUlUlUC US wh: e~ Siew 


‘I know not what to fay ‘to Lovelace ; ‘nor'what to 


~ think of his promifes, nor of his propofals to vou. 
—6 Tis 
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Tis certain that you are highly efteem’d by all his 
family. . The Ladies are perfons of unblemifh’d ho-~ 


| our. : My: Lord M. is alfo, as Mery and Peers go; 


aman of honour. -I could te what to ‘advife any 
other. perfon in‘the-world to do but you. So‘muc 
expected from‘ you! Such a fhining light f—~ Your 
quitting your father’s houfe, and: throwing yourfelf 
into the proteétion of a family, however honourable, 
that has a Man in it, whofe perfon, parts, declara- 
tions, and pretenfions, will be thought to- have en- 
.gag’d your warmeft efteem !|— Methinks I amy rather 
for advifing, that you fhould get privately to Losdons 
and not to let either him, orany-body elfe but me, know 
_ ‘where you are, till your couftr Morden comes. | 
'. As to going to your uncle’s, that you muft not do, 
if you can helpit.: Nor muft you have Solmes, that’s 
certain: Not only becaufe of his unworthinefs in 
every refpect; but becaufe of the averfion you have 
fo openly. avow’d to him ; which every-body knows 
_ and talks of ;-as they do of your approbation of the 
other. For your reputation: fake, therefore, as well 
as to prevent mifchief, you muft either live fingle, or 
have Lovelacee =  —  «< “ 
‘ - If you think of going to London, let me know ; ahd’ 
DT hope you will have tsme to allow me a farther con- 
cert, as to. the manner of your getting away, and thi- 
ther, and how to procure proper lodgings for you. 
™"'To obtain this time, you muft palliate a ‘little, 
and come‘into fome feeming compromife, if you can- 
“not do‘otherwife. ‘Driven as you are driven, it will 
be ftrange if you are not obliged to part with afew of 
_ ‘your admirable punctiltoes. _ 7 
_~ You will obferve‘from what I have written, that [ 
have not fucceeded with my mamma.-: a 
~ Tam extremely mortify’d and. difappointed. . We 
have had very ftrong debates upon it. But, befides 
_ the narrow argument of embrotling ourfelwes with other 
‘peoples affairs, as above-mentioned, the will ann 


‘ 


-~ 
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that.it is:your duty to comply. . She fays, fhe was a/- 


quays of opinion, that daughters /bowd, .and. govern’d- 


herfelf by it; for ‘that my.papa was, at frit, more 
her father’s choice than. her-own. = 5s: 


“This-is what dhe argues in behalf of her favourite. 


Hickman, as well as for Solmes in your. cafe. 


I muft not doubt, ‘but my: mamma always. govern’d | 


herfelf by this principle, \becaufe the /ays fhe did. I 


have likewife another reafon to believe it; which you 


fhall.have, tho’ it may not become me.to give it :— 


That they did not live. fo.very happily together, as 


one:would hope people might, who. married .prefer= 
xing each other to the reft of the world. ... - | 
‘Somebody fhall fare never the better for this double~ 


meant policy of my mamma, 1 will afflure him... Such — 
a retrofpection in her arguments to. him, and to his° 


addrefs;-.it is but fic; tat fe fhould fuffer.for my mor- 
tification in a point I: had fo.‘much: fet my. heart 
upon. es ; 


Think,, my dear, if in. any-way I cam ferve you. 
Hf you: allow of it, I proteft I will go. of aia i 


with-you, and. we-will live and die together. ‘Thi 
of it. ° Improve upon my hint, and command me. 


‘A litfle-intefruption.. What: is: breakfaft to the 


fubje&t I am upon I 

‘Lonpbow, I am told,, is. the beft hiding-place im 
“the world. I have written nothing but what I wall: 
ftand to at the word of command. - Women love to 
engage in knight-errantry, now-and-then, .as well as: 
to encourage it in the men.. “But in your cafe, what 
IT propofe, -will have nothing in it of what can: be: 


_ deemed that.: It will enable-me to perform what. is. 


no more than a duty in ferving and. comforting a dear. 
and worthy: friend, labouring under undeferved op- 
preffion : And you will exnceble, as I may fay, your. 

: ae eo a get Anna. 


’ 


at 
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Anna Howe, if you will allow her to be your come : 
panion in affli€tion. — 
T'll engage, my dear, we thall not be in town to- 
gether one month, before we furmrount al] difficulties; - 
: and This without being beholden to any men-fellows 
for their proteCtion. | . 
. -  -Z muft repeat. what I he often: faid, That the 
authors of your perfecutions would sot have prefumed - 
to fet on foot their felfifh fchemes againft you,.‘had 
they not depended upon the gentlenefs of your. fpirit : 
Tho’ now, having gone fo far, and having engaged 
Old.AuTHoriTy in it [Chide me,-if you will! ] nei-.. 
ther be nor they know how to recede. . 
-When they find you out of their reach, and know 
that I am with you, youll fee how they'll. pull in 
their: odious horns; ~~ ; 
I think, however, that you fhould have written to 
your. coufin Morden, the moment they had begua 
to treat you difgracefully. | 
I fhait be impatient 'to hear, whether they will at- 
tempt to carry you to your uncle’s. I remember, 
that Lord M.’s difmiffed bailiff reported of Lovelace, 
that he had fix or feven companions as bad as him- 
felf; and that the country was always glad when they 
left it. He Aas fuch a knot of them now, I hear, 
about him. And, depend upon it, he will not fuffer 
them quietly to carry you to your uncle’s: And 
whofe muft you bey. if he fucceeds in taking you from 
them? .. 
q tremble for you, but upon fuppofing what may 
‘be the confequences. of a conflict upon this occafion. 
To be fure, he owes fome of them vengeance. _This.. 
gives::me a double concern, “that my mamma fhould . 
refufe: her. cenfent to .the protection I had propofed,. 
and fet my heart upon- procuring, for you. | 
‘My- mamma will, not breakfaft without, me. A . 
quarrel has its conveniencies fometimes; Yet too. much. 
loye, I think, is as bad as too little. _ 
E 


> 
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_ WE have juft now had another pull. Upon my 
word, fhe is exce/fively— What fhall I fay ?— anper- 
faadeable—I mutt let her off with that foft word. 
What old Greek was it, that faid, He govern’é 
Athens ; his wife, him ; and his fox, her? | 
- It was not my mamma’s fault [I am writing te 
you, you know], that fhe did not govern my papa. 
But I am but a daughter /—Yet I thought I was not 
quite fo powerlcfs, when I was fet upon carrying @ 
point, as I find myfelf to be. Oo 
Adieu, my dear '— Happier times muft come !— 
And that quickly too.—The ftrings cannot long con- 
tinuc thus overftrained. They muft break, or be 
relaxed. In either way, the Certainty muft be pre- 
ferable to the Sufpente. ; 
- One word more. 7 
'. [think in my confcience you muff take one of thefe 
two alternatives: 1. To confeht to Jet us go to Lon- 
don together privately : In which cafe, I will procure 
a vehicle, and meet you at your appointment at the 
ftile Lovelace propofes to bring his uncle’s chariot to. 
_ Or, adly, To put yourfelf into the proteCtion of 
Lord M. and the Ladies of hisfamily, | 
‘You have another, indced ; and that is, if you are 
abfolutely refolved againft Solmes, to meet and marry 
Lovelace dire@tly. | : ia 
_ Whichfoever of thefe you make choice of, you'll 
have This plea, both to yourfelf, and to the world, 
_ that you are concluded by the fame‘ uniform prin- 
‘ciple that has govern’d your whele condu@, ever fince 
the contention between Lovelace and: your brother 
has been on foot: That is to fay, that’ you have cho- 
fen a leffer evil, in hope to prevent a greater. 
loved creature, prays | 
Ter ANNA Howe. 


L E T- 


. Adieu! and Heaven dircét for the beft my be- | 
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> LETTER Xxxv. — 
Mis Cuarissa Hartowe, To Mifs Hows, - 
7 Thur fday, April 6. 


{ "Thank you, : my deareft friend, for the kind pains 
~ you have taken in accounting fo affectionately for 


«M@y papers not being taken away yefterday ; and for 
_the kind protection you would have procured for me, 


if you could. | 

This kind prote&tion was what I wifhed for: But 
my withes, raifed at. firft by your love, were rather 
govern’d by my defpair of other refuge (having be- 
fore caft about,. and not being able to determine, 


“what I ought to do, and what I could do, in a fitua- | 


tion fo unhappy) than by a reafonable hope: For why, 
indeed, fhould any-body embroil themfelves for an- 
other, when they can avoid it? | | 


All my confolation is, as. 1 have frequently faid, 


that I have not, by my own inadvertence or folly, 


brought myfelf into this fad fituation. If I had, I 


fhould not have dared to look up to any-body with 


the expeétation of protection or affiftance, nor to you, . 


for excufe of the trouble I give you. But, never- 


thelefs, we fhould not be angry at.a perfon’s not do- 
ing that for ourfelves, or for our friend, which fhe | 


-thinks fhe ought not to do ; and which fhe has it in her 


‘option to da, or to let alone. Much kefs have you:-a 
right to be difpleafed with fo prudent a mother, for. 


_ -hot engaging herfelf fo warmly in my favour, as you 


wifh’d fhe would. If my own aunt can give me up, 


‘and that againft her judgment, .as' I may prefume to 


fay ;and.if my father, and mother, and uncles, who 


_ ence loved me fo well, can join fo ftrenuoufly againft 


me; can J expect, or ought you, the protection of 
your mamma, in oppofition to them? : 
Indeed, my deareft love [Permit me to be very fe- 
rious | 
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rious], Iam afraid I am fingled out, either for my 


own faults, or for the faults of my family, or for the 
faults of both, to’be a very unhappy creature !— /ige 


nally unhappy! For fee yeu not how irrefiftibly the: 


waves of affliction come Eumbine down upon me §: 
_ We have been till within thefe few weeks, every- 


one of us, too happy. No crofles,: no vexations, Dut. 


what we gave ourfelves from the pamperdne/s, as I 
may call it, of our own. wills. Surrounded by our 
heaps and ftores, hoarded up as faft ax acquired, we 
have feemed to think ourfelves out of the reach of 
the bolts of adverfe fate. I was the. pride of all 
my friends, proud myfelf of their pride,. and glo- 
aye in my ftanding, who knows what the juftice of 

eaven may infli€t, in ordef to convince us,. that we 
are not out of the reach of misfortune ; and,to reduce 
us to a better reliance, than That we have hitherto pre= 
fumptuoufly made? a3 ea 

I fhould have been very little the better for the con- 
' werfation-vifits which the geod. Dr. Lewin ufed to ho- 
nour me with, and for the principles wrought, as:I 
may fay, into my earlieft mind by my pious Mrs. 
Norton, founded on her reverend father’s. experience, 
as well as on her own, if I could not thus retrofpect, 
_ and argue, in fuch a ftrange fituation as we are in. 
Strange, I may well call it; for don’t you fee, my 
dear, that we feem all to he zmpelled, as it were, by 2 
perverfe fate,’ which none of us are able to refift >— 
And yet-all arifing (with a ftrong appearance of felf- 
punifhment), from ourfelves?—- Do not my parents 
fee the hopeful children, from whom they expected. a 
perpetuity of worldly happinefs to their branching fa- 
mily, now growm up to anfwer the ‘z/// now diftant 
hope, fetting their angry faees againft each other, pul- 
ling up by the.roots, as I may fay, that hope, which 
was ready to be carried into a probable certainty ¢ 

_ Your paitial love will be ready to acquit me of ca- 
pital and intentional fauks :— But oh, my dear! my 

—_ calamities 


* 
' 
| 
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ealamities have humbled me enough, to make me 
turn my:gaudy eye inward; to make me lookinto my- 
felf!— And what have I difcover’d there?—~ Why, 
my-dear friend, more /fecret pride and vanity, than I 
could have thought had lain in my unexamined heart, | 
. If- 7 am. to: be: fingled out to be the punifer of 
myfelf, and family, who fo lately was the pride 
oe it, pray for me, my dear, that I may not be 
left wholly to myfelf; and that I may be enabled to 
fypport my character, fo as.to be ju/fly acquitted of 
wilful and premeditated faults. The will of Providence 
be refigned to in the reft: As that -leads, let me pa~ 
tiently,.and -unrepiningly, follow !—I fhall not live als 
ways !— May but my clofing {cene be happy !— _ 
But I will not opprefs you, my deareft friend, with 
further reflections of this fort.. I will. take them. all 
into myfelf. Surely I have a mind, that has.room fos 
them. - My afflictioris. are too fharp to laf long. 
The crifis is at hand. Happier times you bid me. 
Lope for, ‘Iwillhopel! © | -. ge de 


“Burr yet, I cannot but be impatient at times, to find: 
tmyfelf thus driven, and my character fo depreciated. 
and funk, that were all the future to be happy, I 
fhould be afham’d to fhew my face in public, or to 
lagk up. And all by-the inftigation of.a felfith bro-’ 
ther, and envious fifter !—. He, et. ee, i. 

* But let me ftop: Let. me reflect !—Are not thefe fug-. 
ceftions the fuggeftions of the fecret pride 1 have been- 
cenfuring? ‘Then, a/ready {a impatient ! But thismoment: 
fe refigned! {o much better difpofed for refleCtion '--: 
Yet ’tis hard,. ’tis very hard, to fubdue an embitter’d . 
fpirit !— In the inftant of its trial too |—~ O my cruel- 
brother !— But now it rifes again }—J will lay. down ' 
a.pen I am fo little able to govern. —-_And I will try’ 
to fubdue an impatience, which (if my afflictions are 
fent me for corrective ends) may otherwife :lead me 
into ftill more punifhableerrorsf—e . 


‘ 
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-Iwitt return to.a fubje&t, which I cannot fly from 
for ten minutes together—. called upon efpecially as I 
am, by your three alternatives ftated in the conclufio 
of your laf. — 7 . : 7 

As to the firft ; to wit, Your advice:for me to efcape. 
zo London—.Let me tell you, that that other hint or: 
propofal which accompanies it, perfectly frightens 
me—Surely, my dear [happy as you are, and in- 
dulgently treated as your mamma treats you}, you 
cannot mean what you propofe! What a wretch muft 
Ibe, if Icould, for oxe moment only, lend an ear to. 
fuch a -propofal-.as This !— J, to be the occafion of 
making fuch a mother’s (perhaps /bortex’d). life un-- 
happy to the laft hour of it!—— Exzoble you, my dear 
creature! How mutft fuch an enterprize [the rafhnels 
public, the motives, were they excufable, private] 
debafe you !~ But I will not dwell upon the fubjeai— 
For your own fakeI willnot..  . - | 

As to your fecond alternative, Fo put: myfelf-into the* 
protection of Lord M. and of the Ladies of that family, 
J own to you (as I believe [ have owned before), that 
altho’ to do This would be the fame. thing in the eye 
of the world, as putting myfelf into Mr. Lovelace’s 
protection, yet, [ think, [would do it, rather than be 
Mr. Solmes’s wife, if there were evidently no other 
way to avoid being fo. / 1+ +44 * ie 

Mr. Lovelace, you have feen, propofes. to contrive a 


way to put me into pofleffion of my own houfe; and 


he tells .me, that he will foon fill it with the Ladies of his 
family, as my vifitors ;~upox my invitation, however, to_ 
them.—~A very inconfiderate propofal I think it to be, 
and upon which I cannot explain myfelf to him. What - 
an exertion of independency does it chalk out for me ! 
How, were I to attend. to 4im (and nat to the natu-. 
ral confequences. which. the following. of his advice 
would lead me to) might I-be drawn by gentle words, 
into the perpetration of the mot violent ats !|—— 
a ee . For 
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For how could I gain poffeffion, but either by legal 
litigation, which, were inclin’d to have recourfe ta 
it [as I never can be], muft take up time; or by for-.- 
cibly turning out the perfons whom my. papa has 
. placed there, to look after the gardens, the houfe, - 
“ and the furniture— perfons intirely attached to him- 
- felf, and who, as I know, have.been lately inftructed. 
-- by my brother ? | ee 
.  .Your third alternative, To meet and marry Love 
+ dace direGly: a man with whofe morals I am far from. 
being fatisfy’"d--A:ftep, that could not be taken with - 
the leaft hope of ever obtaining. pardon from, or re-. 
conciliation. with, any of my friends ;—~ and againft- 
which a thoufand objections rife in my mind— ‘That. 
is not to be thought of. sig 184 
What appears to me, upon the fulleft deliberation, 
the moft eligible, if I mxz/? be thus driven, is the, . 
efcaping to London.—But I would forfeit all my hopes. 
of happinefs in this life, rather than you fhould go off 
with me, as you rafhly propofe.—It I could get fafely . 
thither, and be private, methinks I might remain ab-- 
folutely independent of Mr. Lovelace, and at liberty, 
either to make. propofals tomy friends, or, fhould they. 
-renounce.me (and I had: no other or better way) to 
make terms. with him; fuppofing my coufin Morden, 
on his arrival, were to join with them. But they 
would, perhaps, then indulge me in my choice of a-. 
fingle life, on giving him up: The renewing to them. 
this. offer, when I was at my own liberty, would at 
leaft convince them, that I was-in earneft when I 
made it firft: And, upon my word, I woudd ftand to. 
it,. dear as :you feem: to.think, when you are difpofed 
to railly me, it wauld coft me, zo ftand to it. : 
If, my dear, you can precure a conveyance for us, 
both, you. can, perhaps, procure one for me. fingly;_ 
But can it be done:without, embrouling: yeurfe/f with | 
" your mamma, or ber with our family ?—Be it coach, , 
chariot, chaife,. waggon, or horfe, J matter not, 
7 : 2 provided 


2 
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provided You appear not in it. ‘Only, in cafe it be one 


of the two latter, I believe I muft defire you to gett. 


‘me an ordinary gown and coat,.or habit, of fome 
fervant; having no concert with any of our own: 
The more ordinary the better. They may bé thruft 
into the wood-houfe ; where I can put them on; and 
then flide down from the bank, that feparates the 
wood-yard from the green Jane. 

But, alas! my dear, this, even this alternative, is not 
without difficulties, which feem, toa {pirit fo little en- 
terprizing as mine, ina manner infupérable. Thefe 
are my reflections upon it: | 


I am afraid, in the firft place, that I fhall not have 


time for the requifite preparations to an.efcape. | 

. Should I be either detected in thofe preparations, or 
purfued and overtaken in my flight, and fo brought 
back, then would they think themfelves doubly war- 
ranted to compel me to have their Solmes: And, con- 
fcious, perhaps, of an intended fault, I fhould be lefs 
able to contend with them. 

- But were I even to get fafely to London, I know 
no-body there, but by name; and thofe the trades- 
men to our family; who, no doubt, would be the 
firft wrate to, and engag’d, to find me out. And 
fhould Mr. Lovelace difcover where I was, and he 
and my brother meet, what mifchiefs. might enfue 


_ between them, whether I were willing, or not, te 


return to Harlowe-Place ? 
But fuppofing I could remain there unconcealed, 
what might not my youth, my fex, an unacquainted- 


nefs with the ways of that great, wicked town, expofe | 


me to?—TI fhould hardly dare to go to church, for fear 
of being difcover’d. . People would wender how I 
lived. Who knows but i might pafs for a kept mi- 
{trefs,; and that, altho’ no-body came to me, yet, 
chat every-time I went out, it might be imagined to 
be in purfuance of fome affignation? 

_Xeu, my dear, whe alone would know where to 
_ a | direct 
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direct to me, would be watched in all your fteps, and- 
in all your meflages3; and your mamma, at prefent 
not highly pleafed with our correfpondence, would 
then have-reafon to be more difpleafed; and might not 
differences follow between you, that would make me. 
very unhappy, were I to know it? And this the more 
likely, as you take it fo unaccountably [and give me 
leave to fay, fo ungeneroufly] into your head, to re- 
venge yourfelf upon the innocent Mr. Hickman for. 
all the difpleafure your mamma gives you ? 

Were Lovelace to find out. where I was; that 
would be the fame thing, in the eye of the world, ag 
if I had a€tually gone off with him: For (amon 
ftrangers, as I thould be) he would not be prevaile 
upon to forbear vifiting me: And his unhappy cha-- 
racter [a foolifh man !] is no credit to any young crea-~ 
ture, defirous of concealment. Indeed, the world, 
Jet me efcape whither, and to whomfoever, would 
conclude sim to be at the bottom, and the contriver, 
of it. | - 
Thefe are the difficulties which arife to me on re 
volving this f{cheme; which, fituated as] am, might 
appear furmountable to a more enterprifing {pirit. IE 
you, my dear, think them furmountable, in any one 
of the cafes put. [and to be {ure I can take no courfe, 
but what muft have fome difficulty in it], be pleafed 
to let me know your free and full thoughts upon it. ° 
- Had you, my dear friend, been married, then fhould 
I have had no doubt, but you and Mr. Hickman 
would have afforded an afylum to a poor creature, 
more than half loft, in her own apprehenfion, for 
want of one kind, protecting friend ! | 

You fay, I fhould have written to my coufin Mor- , 
_den the moment I was treated difgracefully. But 
could I have believed that my friends would not have 
faften’d by degrees, when they faw my antipathy to 
their Solmes? | an 

I had thoughts indeed feveral times of writing tae 
Vou. IL  M | him. 
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him. But by the time an ahfwer could have ‘come, 
{ imagined all would have been over, as if it Had ne= 
wer been: :-—-So from day té eh from week ‘to week, 
Y hoped on: And, after all, I might’ as’ reafonsbly 
fear (as [have heretofore fuid); that my coufin would 
be brought ‘to fide againit mnie, “as that fome of thofe'l 
have named, would. 

And then to appeal to a wale in cI rate bays, writ- 
ten with warmth, is o engage him], againft a father ; 
This was nota defirable thing to fet about! Then I 
had not, you know, one fout of my fides my mamma 
herfelf againft me: To be fure he would have fuf- 
pended his judgment till he could have arrived. — He 
might not have been in hafte to come, hoping’ the 
malady would ‘cure itfelf: But tad he written, his 
Jetters probably would have run in the qualifying ftyle; 
to perfuade me to fubmit, or them only to relax : Had 
his letters been more on my fide than on theirs, they 
would not have regarded them: Nor perhaps brmjelf, 
had he come, and been an advocate for me: For you 
i how ftrangely determined: they are; -hew they 
have over-awed, or got’ in, evéry-body ; fo that -no 
one ‘dare open | their lips in‘my behalf: And-you have 
heard, that my brother pufhes his meafures with the 
sin ‘Violence, that all may be over Ba me peters 

‘coufin’s expected arrival. | 
But you tell me, That, in order to gain time, I 
imift palliate ; 3 that Imuft feem to compromife with 
tiny friends.— But how palliate? how feem to com- 
tomife? —, You would not have me endeavour :to 
make them believe, that I will confent to what I ne- 
Ver intend to confent to !—- You would: not have me 
try ‘to gain time, with a view to deceive! : : 

"To do evil, that good may come of it; ts: forbidden. 
And fhall I do evil, yet know not, whether good may 
‘come of it, or not? 

. Forbid it, Heaven ! he Clariffa idiswé fhould 
| ‘have i it in her thought to ferve, or even to a ae her- 
‘ fe}f, 
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felf, at the expence of :her fincerity, and by a Pudied 
deceit ! 

. And is there, after all, no way to efcape one great 
evil, but by plunging myfelf into another ?— What 
an Hl-fated creature am 1?+—Pray for.me,.,my deareft 
Nancy !|— My mind is at prefent fo mych difturbed, 
that I hardly can for myfelf!—~ | a 


LETTER XXXVR - 
Lifs Cuarissa HARLOwE, To Mifs Howe. - 


ee ee ” Thurfday Night. - 
ee alarming hurry [. mentioned under my date 
© of laft night, and Betty’s faucy, dark hints, come 
out to be.owing to what 1 guefs’d they: were ; that is 
to fay, to the private intimation Mr. Lovelace con- 
trived our family fhould have of his infolent refo- 
Jation [infolent I muft call it] to prevent my being 
carried to my uncle’s. fe. anes 
I faw at the time, that it was as wrong, with refpect 
to anfwering his own view, as it wasinfolent : For could 
he think, as Betty (I fuppofe from her betters) juftly 
obferved, That parents would be.infulted out of their 
ight to the difpofal of their own child, by a violent 
man, whom they hate; and who cauld have no pre- 
tenfion to difpute that right with them, unlefs what 
he. bad. from ser, who had none over herfelf? And 
how mutt this infolence of his exafperate them againft | 
me, emblazon’d, as.my brother is able to emblazon 
it? a os ee ck 
' The rath man. has indeed fo.far gained his point, 
as to intimidate them from, attempting to carry me . 
‘away: But he has put them upon a furer.and a more 
. defperate meafure: And this has put me alfo upon 
one as defperate ; the confequence of which, altho’ 
-he could not forefee it, may, perhaps, too well an- 


244. ~The History of | 
fwer his great end, little as he deferves to have it 
anfwer'd. 


fn fhort, F have done, as far as'I know, the ratheft 


thing that ever I did in my lifet 


But let me give you the motive; and then the: 


sation will foHow of courfe. 

' About fix o’ clock this evening, ny aunt [who: 
ftays here all night ; on my account, no doubt] came 
. up, and tapp’d at my door; for I was wrifing, and 
had Jock’d myfelf in. I open ‘d it 5 3 and the entering, 
thus delivered herfelf: 

' I come once more to vifit you, my dear ; ; but forely 
againft my will; becaufe it is to impart to you mat- 


ters‘of the utmioft concern to You, and to the whole 


ar, 
hat, Madam, is now to be done with me! ° faid 
T; wholly attentive. 

“You will: not ‘be hurried away to your ‘uncle's, 
child ; let that comfort you. —They fee your averfion 


to go.—- You will not be obliged to go to your uncle | 


Antony's. 

How you revive me, Madam! [I little thought 
what was to follow this fuppofed condefcenfion} T his 
is a cordial to my heart! 

‘And ‘then I ran over with bieffings for this good 
thews [and fhe permitted me fo to do, by her: filence] 5 $ 
congratulating myfelf, that I thought my’ papa 
could not refolve to carry things to ‘the Jal _extre- 

_mity — 

“Hold; niece, faid fhe, at laft. 2 Yoit aan hot give 
-gouifelf too much joy upon. the occafion neither. 
Pon’t be furprifed, my dear.— Why look*you upon 
igne, child, with fo affecting aii earnefthefs '+-But you 
| mult be Mrs. Solmes, for all that. | 
~~ Twas dumb. iS 
| “She then told mej, that sey had had caioubied iti~ 
formation, that a certain defperate ‘ruffan [ I-mirtt 
i excufe her that word; os faid ] had peered armed 
men 


ne peep le™—a ia’ oot. Bo” 
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shen to way-lay my brother and uncles, and {eize me, 


- and carry me off.—Surely, the faid, I was not confent- 


-ing-to a violence, that might be followed by murder, 
on one fide, or the other. perhaps on. both. | 


Jd was. ftil filent.. | a _ 
That therefore my father ({till more exafperated 


than before} had changed his refolution as to my go-. 


ing to my uncle’s; and was determined next Tucfday 
to fet out thither Jim/elf with my mamma; and 


that (for it was to no purpofe to conceal a-refolution 


fo foon to be put in execution)—I muft not, difpute it. 


. any longer— on Wednefday I muft give. my hand—~ 
_ as they would have me. 


She proceeded, That orders were already given for 


-alicence: That the ceremony was to be performed - 
- in. my own chamber,.in prefence of all my friends, 
- except of my father and mother ; who soak 


d.nat re~ 


- turn, nor fee me, till all was over, and till they had. 
. @ good.account of my behaviour......0  - ... 
._., Thevery intelligence, my dear!—the very intelli- 


- gence. This, which Lovelace gave me! 


I was ftill dumb— Only fighing, .as if my heart 


- Swould break. 


She went on comforting me,-as fhe thought. She 


laid before me the merit of obedience ;, and-told me,. 
. that if it were my defire that my Mrs. Norton fhould 


vr 


be. prefent at the ceremony, it- would be complied 


. with.:..That the pleafure I fhould receive from re- 


- conciling all my friends to me, and in their con- 


atulatiens upon it, muft. needs over-balance,. withy 


_fuch a one as me, the difference of perfons, how~ 
- ever preferable I might think the one man to the 


_ other: ‘That Love was a fleeting thing,, little better 


. than. a name, where. morality and. virtue did not di+ 
. ftinguifh the objedt of it: That a choice made by its 


, dictates was feldom happy; at leaft not durably fo: Nor _ 
_ was it to be wonder’dat, when it naturally exalted. the 


ebject above its merits, and made the lover blind. to. 
| — M3 © ~~ faults,. 


~ 
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faults, that were vifible to every-body ‘elfe: ‘So that 
-when a nearer intimacy ftript it-of its imaginary per- 
. fe€tions, it left frequently both fides furprized, that 
they could be thus cheated ; and that then the’ Indif- 
ference became ftronger than the Love ever was. 
. That a wontan gave a man great advantages, and in- 
- {pired him with great vanity, when fhe avowed Her 
Jove for him, and preference of him, and-was gene- 
_ rally requited with infolence and contempt: Whereas 
. the confefledly-obliced man, it was probable, would 
_ be all reverence and gratitude; and I cannot tell what. 
You, my dear, faid fhe, believe you ‘fhall be un- 


happy, if you.have Mr. Solmes: Your parents think. 


, the contrary; and that you will be undoubtedly fo, 
_ Were you to have Mr. Lovelace, whofe morals are 
.unqueftionably: bad :—Suppofe it were your ‘fad lot to 
:.be unhappy with either, let me befeech you to con- 
fider, what great confolation ydu will have on one 
. hand, if you purfue your parents advice, that you did 
- fo. what mortification ofi-the other, ‘that,. by follow- 
| ing your own, you have no-body to blame but your- 
: felf. es | 
This, you.remember, my dear, was an argument 

_ » inforced upon me by Mrs. Norton. 
.. Thefe and other obfervations which fhe made, were 

worthy of my aunt Hervey’s. good fenfe and experi- 
» €fice, and, applied to Ainok ) 


any young creature, who 
. ftood. in. oppofition to her parents will, but one who 


- shad offered to make the facrifices I have offered to | 


-. amake, eught to have had their due weight. But al- 
_ tho?_it was. eafy to anfwer fome of them in’ my own 
« particular cafe; yet, having over and over, to my 
—Samma, defore my confinement, and to my’ brother 
:.and fifter, and even to my aunt Hervey, y oe faid 
- what-I muft now have repeated, I was fo much mor- 

tified and affliCted at the cruel tidings fhe brought me, 
that, however attentive ] was to what fhe faid, I had 
- - meither power nor will to anfwer one word ; pee 

| ae | A 


— ee ea 
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chad the not ftopp’d of herfelf, the might have gone on 


an hour Jonger, without interruption from me. 
Obferving this, and that I only fat weeping, my 
handkerchief covering my face, and my bofom heaving 
ready to burft; What! no anfwer, my dear?—-Why 
fo much filent grief? You know J always loved you. 


-You know, that J have no intereft in this affair. 


‘You would not permit Mr. Solmes to acquaint you 


_with fome things which would have fet your heart 


againft Mr. Lovelace. Shall I tell you fome of the 
matters charged againft him? Shall I, my dear ? - 
Still I anfwered only by my tears and fighs. | - 
Well, child, you fhall be told thefe things after- 
wards, when you will be in a better ftate of mind to 
hear them, and to rejoice in the efcape you will have 


_had. . It will be fome excufe, then, for you to plead 


for your behaviour to Mr. Solmes before marriage, 


‘that. you could not have believed Mr. Lovelace had 


heen fo very vile a man. | 
My beart flutter’d with impatience and anger at 
heing fo plainly talked to as the wife of this man; 
but yet 1 then chofe to be filent. If I had fpoke, it 

would have been with vehemence. 
Strange, my dear, fuch filence !— Your concern is 
infinitely more on this fide the day, than it will be on 
the other.—But let me afk you, and do not be difplea- 


_ fed, Will you choofe to fee what generous ftipu- 


Jations for you there are in the fettlements? — You 


have knowlege beyond your years—Give the writings 


a perufal: Do, my dear.—They are ingroffed, and 
ready for figning, and have been for fome time.——Ex- 
cufe me, my love,—I mean not to difturb you:—Your 


. papa would oblige me to bring them up, and to leave 


them with you. He commands you to read them.— 


_ But to read them, niece—fince they are ingroffed, and 
were, before you made them abfolutely hopelefs. . 


And then, to my great terror, .out fhe drew fome 
parchments from her handkerchief, which fhe had kept 
. a * | M 4 : (un- 
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‘{unobferved by me) under her apron, and, rifing, put 


them in the oppofite window. Had fhe produced a 


. ferpent, I could not have becn more frighted. 

_ - Oh! my deareft aunt, turning away my face, and 
holding out my hands: Hide from. my eyes thofe 
horrid parchments !—Let me conjure yeu. to tell me! 
By all the tendernefs of near relation-fhip, and upon 
your honour, and by your love for me, fay, Are the 
‘abfolutely refolved, that, come what will, I muft be 
-That man’s? | 

. ee you muft have Mr. Solmes : Indeed you 
mult. ee | : 

-Indeed I never will! This, as I have faid over and 
ever, is not originally my father’s will. — Indeed I 
never will !—And that is All I will fay ! 

It is your father’s will mow, reply’d my aunt: And 
confidering how all the family is.threatened by Mr. 
Lovelace, and the refolution he has certainly taken to 
force you out of their hands; I cannot but fay they 
are in the right, not to be bullied out of their child. 

Well, Madam, then nothing remains for me te 
fay. lam made defperate. I care not what becomes 

of me! i. 

Your piety, and your prudence, my dear, and Mr. 

Lovelace’s immoral character, together with his dare- 
ing infults, and threatenings, which ought to incenfe 
yo#,.as much as any-body, are every one’s depen- 
dence. We are fure the time will come, when you'll 
think very differently of the fteps your friends take 
‘to difappoint a man who has made himfelf fo juftly 
obnoxious to them all. = , 

‘She withdrew ; leaving me full of grief and indig- 
nation: —— And as much out of humour with Mg. 
‘Lovelace as with any-body; who, by his conceited 
contrivances, has made things worfe for me than be- 
fore; depriving me of the hopes I had of gaining 
time to receive your advice, and private affiftance to 
get to town; and Jeaving me no. other choice, in ail 
- appearance, 
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. appearance, than either to throw myfelf upon his fa- 
- mily, or to be made miferable for ever with Mr. 
Solmes. But I was ftill refolved to avoid both thefe: 
evils, if poffible. 

I founded Betty in the firft place (whom my aunt 
fent up, not thinking it proper,.as Betty told me, that. 
I fhould be left by myfelf, and who, | found, knew 
their defigns ) whether it were not probable that they 
would forbear,. at nty earneft entreaty, to pufh mat+ 
ters to the threatened extremity.. 

But fhe confirmed all my aunt faid; rejoicing, (as: 
fhe faid they All did) that the wretch had grer 
them. fo. good.a pretence to fave me from him now, 
and for ever. r 

She run on about: equipages befpoke; talked of. 
“my brother’s and fifter’s exultations, that now the 
whole family would foon be reconciled. to each other-: 
-Of the fervants joy upon it: Of the expeéted licence = 
Of a vifit to be paid me by Dr..Lewin, or another 


. _Clergyman, whom they named not to her ; which: 


was to crown the work: And of other preparations, 
fo particular, as made me dread.-that they defigned. 
_to furprize me into a ftill nearer day than next. 
Wednefday. 
Thefe things made me exceffively uneafy. I knew 
not what to refolve upon. 
_ Atone time, thought T,.-what have I todo, but te 
throw myfelf at once into the protection of Lady 
Betty Lawrance? But then, in.refentment of his fine 
‘contrivances, which had fo abominably difconcerted 
me, I foon refolved to.the contrary. And at laft: 
concluded to afk the favour. of another half-hour’s cone- 
verfation with my aunt. ’ an 
I fent Betty to her with my requeft..” — 
She came. | 
I put it to her, in the moft earneft manner,. to tell: 
me, whether [ might not obtain.the favour of a forte: 


night’s refpitc? — 
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- ‘She affured mie, Tt would -not be Pranted. 

| Would a week? Surely a-week would? 

«’. She beltev’d 2 week might, if f would promife two 
things: The firft, upon‘my honour, not to write & 
litte out of the horife, in that week : -For-it was Mill 
fufpected, fhe faid, that I found means to write to 
fome-boily. | ‘Astd, ‘fecondly, to marry'’Mr. Solmes, at 

e-expiration of it, : 

Impoffible ! Impoffible!’ I faid with paffion. — 
What ! might I not be obliged with one ‘week, with- 
tout fuch a horrid condition at the 14f¥?- © 

She would go down, fhe faid, that the might not 
Seem of her own ‘head, to pat ‘tupon me what I 
thought a hardfhip fo great. “a3 

She went down. ‘And came up again. 

Did I want, was the anfwer, to give the vileft of 
_ men opportunity to put his murderous fchemes tn ex- 
ecution ’-—It was time for them to put an end to my 
obftinacy (they were tired out with ‘me) and to his 
hopes, at once.” And an-end /hoiild be put on Tuef- 
day or Wednefday next, at furtheft; unlefs I would 
give my honour to comply with the condition upon 
which my aunt had been fo geod as to allow me a 
longer time. ot - | 

even ftamp’d ‘with impatience | — I-cailed upon 

_her to witnefs, that I was guiltlefs of the confequence 
‘of this compulfion; This barbarous compulfion, | 
. Called it; let that confequence be what it would.‘ — 

_ My aunt chid me, in an higher ftrain than ever 
_ fhe did before. on. ao 1 | 
|) While I, in a half frenzy, infifted upon feetng ny 

Pepa: Such ufage, I faid, fet me above: fear. 
‘ oe ‘fejoice to owe my death to him, as I did my 
... She own’d, that fhe fear’d for my head. 
Idid go down half way of the ftairs, refclved to 
throw myfelf at his feet, where-ever he was.——My 
aunt 


than to be guilty of 
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aunt was frighted—Indeed ] was quite frenzical for a 
few minutes.-—But hearing my brother’s voice, as 
ee fomebody, in my fifter’s apartment juft by, 
I {topped ; and heard the barbarous defigner, fay, — 
f to my fifter, This wee charmingly, my 
dear fifter! 
It does! It does! faid the, i in. an exultin accent. 
Let us keep it up, faid my brother.— The villain 


‘ js caught in his own trap !—Now fhe mutt be what 


we'd have her be. 
Do You keep my father to it ; Pll take care of my 


: mamma, faad Bella. 


“Never fear, faid he !~ And a laugh of congyatu- 
lation: to each other, and derifion of me, (as I made 
it out) quite turned my frenzical humour into a vin- 
didtive one. 

My aunt, juft then coming down to me,.and take~ 
Vis hand, led me up; and try’d to footh me. | 

raving was turned into fullennefs. ee 

She preached patience and obedience to me, | 

_I was filent. 

At laft fhe defired me to affure her, that I would 
offer no violence to myfelf. 

God, I faid, had given me more grace I hoped, 

g aig a rafhnefs. I was His 
creature, and not 


She then took leave ey me; and I infifted. upon 
her taking down with her the odious parchments. . 

Seeing me in fo ill an humour, and very earneft 
that fhe fhould take them with her, fhe did; but faid, 
That my papa fhould not know:that fhe did: And 


” hoped. I would better confider of the matter, and be 
_, calmer next time they were offer’d to my perufal. 


T revolved, after fhe was gone, all that my brother 
and fifter had faid: I dwelt upon their triumphings 


. over me: And found rife in my mind a rancour, that 


| i think I may fay was tad and which I cand 
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net withftand. —- And putting every thing together, 
dreading the near day, what could Ido? — Am I, 
in any mahner‘excufable for what I did.do? — If I 
am condemned by. the world, whe know not my 
provocations, may I be -acquitted. by: you? — If xt, 
I am unhappy indeed.—For This I did. x. 7 
Having fhook off Betty as foon as I could,.I wrote to 
‘Mr. Lovelace, to let him know, * That all that was 
“ threatened: at my uncle Antony’s; was intended to 
“ be executed here. That I had come to a refolution 
‘Sto throw myfelf upon the protection of-either of 
© his two aunts, who would afford it me: In fhors, 
“that by endeavouring to ebtain leave, on Monday, 
¢to dine in the ivy-fummer-houfe, I would, if pof- 
-“fible, meet him without the garden-door,. at two, 
“ three, four, or five o’Clock on Monday afternoon, 
“tas I fhould be able. That in the mean time he 
© fhould acquaint me, whether I might hope for ei- 
“ ther of thofe Ladies protection: ~ And if fo, I abfo- 


* lutely.infifted, that he fhould leave me with either, 


© and go to London himfelf, or remain at his uncle’s; 
- “nor offer to vifit me, till I were fatisfied, that nothing 
“ could be done with my friends.in anamicable way; 
:Sand that I could not obtain poflefion of my own 
: © eftate,.and leave to live upon it: And particularly, 
* that he fhould not hint marriage to me, till I con- 
. « fented to hear-him upon that fubj2ct.—I added, that 
‘if he could prevail upon one of the Miffes Monte- 
- € gue-to favour me with hes company on.the road,. it 
«© would make me.abundantly eafier in an enterprise 
. © which I could not think of (altho’ fo driven) without 
: © the utmoft concem ; and which would throw fuch 
‘ a flur upon my reputation inthe eye of the world, 

“Sas, perhaps, I fhould never-be able to wipe: off.’ 
| .'Fhis was the.purport of whit 1 wrote; and down 
‘into. the garden I flid with it in the dark, which at 
a@motncr time I fhould. not have had the courage. to 
: _ _ doy, 

8 
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,do, and depofited. it, and came up again, unknown 

to any-body a 7 
My mind fo dreadfully mifgave me when I re- 

turned, that.to divert,. in fome meafure, my in- 


creafing uneafinefs, I had recourfe to my private pen ; 


and in avery fhort time ran this.length.. 

And now, that Iam come to this part, my. uneafy 
refleGtions begin again to pour in upon me. Yet 
what can I do?—1 believe I fhall take it back again 
the firft thing Ido in the morning.—Yet what can I-do? 
_ For fear they fhould have-an earlier. dav in their 
intention, than. that which will too foon come, I 
will begin to be very ill.. Nor need 1 feign much ; 
for indeed, I am extremely low, weak, and faint. ° 

I hope. to depofite this early in the morning for you,. 
as I fhall-return from refuming my letter, it I do re 
{ume it, as my inwarde/? mind bids me. 

_ Altho’ it is now near Two o'clock, I have a good 
mind to flide down once more, in order to take back 


_my letter... Our doors are always locked and barred 
. up at aeleven; but the feats of the leficr hall’ win- 


dows being almoft even. with the ground without, 


and the fhutters not difficult to open, I could eafily 


get out.— | 

- Yet why fhould I be thus uneafy ?—Since, fhould 
the Jetter go, [can but hear what Mr. Lovelace fays 
to it... His. aunts live at too great a dittance for 


him to Rave an unmediate anfwer from them; fo I 


can.{cruple going off till I have invitation. I can siu- 
ft upon one of his.coufins meeting me, as I have 
hinted, in the chariot 5. and he may not be able to 
obtain that favour from either cf them. “Twenty 


. things. may happen to. afford me a fufpenfion, at leaft : 
_ Why fhould I be fo very uneafy ?— When, too, I 
_ can refume it carly, before it is probable he wiil have 


the thought of finding it there. Yet he owns he fpends 


| : three parts of his days, and has done for this fortnight 


paft, in loitering about in one difguife or other, be-. 
_ : | fides. 
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fides the attendance given by his trufty fervant, when 
he himfelf is not sn - waiting, as he calls it. 
But thefe ftrange fore-bodings! — Yet I can, if yo 
advife, caufe the chariot: he fhall bring-with him, to 
carry me directly for-town,: whither.in my ‘London 
{fcheme, if you were to-approve it, I had propofed.to 
g0 : And This will fave you the trouble of procuring 


or me a vehicle; as well as the fufpicion from your 


mamma of contributing to my efcape. ' 2 

- But, follicitous for your advice, and approbation 
too, if I can have it, I will put an end to ths 
letter. 7 B88 mg » Be 
Adieu, my deareft friend, adieu ! 


LETTER XXXVI 
Mifs CLarissa HaRLow8, To Aifs Howe. » 


Friday Morning, Seven o’Clack, April 7. 


M* aunt Hervey, who is a very early rifet, was 
~*-4 walking in the garden, (Betty attending her, as 
I faw from my window this morning) when I arofe ; 
_ for, after fuch a train of fatigue and reftlefs nights, ‘I 


had unhappily overflept myfelf: So all I durft venture 


upon, was, to ftep down to my poultry-yard, and 

depofite mine of yefterday, and laft night. And: I 
am juft come up; for fhe is ftill in the garden: This 
prevents me from going to refume my letter, as [ 
think ftill to do ; and hope it will not be too late, : 

I faid, I had unhappily overflept myfelf. I went 
to bed at about half an ae after I'wo. I tald the 
quarters till Five; after which I dropt afleep, and 
awaked' not till paft Six, and then in great terror 
from a dream, which has made fuch an impreffion 
upon me, that, flightly as I think of dreams, I can- 
not help taking this opportunity to relate it to you. 

' € Methought my brother, ‘my uncle Antony, and 
| ‘Mr. Solmes, had formed a plot to deftroy Mr, 


© Lovelace 5 - 


~“ 
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“ Lovelace ; who difcovering it, turned’ all his rage 
< againft me, believing I hada hand init. I thoughe 
< he made them all fly into foreign parts upon it; 
« and afterwards feizing upon: me, carried me into a 
« church-yard ;- and there, notwithftanding alt my 
© prayers and tears, and proteftations of innocence, 
<‘ftabbed me to the heart, and then tumbled me in- 
“to a deep grave ready dug, among two or three 
¢ half-diffolved carcafes; throwing in the dirt and 
© earth upon me, with his hands, and trampling it 
«down with his feet.’ ' Ne 

I awoke with the terror, all in a cold fweat, trem- 
bling, and in agonies; and ftill the frightful images 
raifed by it, remain upon my memory. , 

But why fhould I, who have fuch real evils to 
contend with, regard imaginary ones? This, no 
doubt, was owing to my difturbed imagination ; hud- 
dling together wildly all the frightful ideas which my _ 
aunt’s. communications and difcourfe, my letter to 
‘My. Icovelace, my own uneafinefs upon it, and the 
-apprehenfions of the dreaded Wednefday, furnifhed 
me with. : eas 


Ze Eight o Clock. 
THE man, my dear, has got the letter !—- What a 
: ftrange diligence! I wifh he mean me well, that he 
takes fo much pains !—Yet, muft own, that I fhould 
‘be difpleafed, if he took lefs —I wifh, however, he 
had been an hundred miles of !— What an advantage - 
have I given him over me! | 
: _ Now the letter is out of my power, I have more 
_ uneafinefs and regret, than I had before. For, till 
now, I had:a doubt whether it fhould, or fhould not 
go: And nowI think it ought mot to have gone. 
And yet is there any-other way, than to do as [ 
have done, if I would avoid Solmes? But what a 
giddy creature fhall I be thought, if 1 purfue the 
-cousfe to which this letter muft lead me? - 
Fi y 


- 
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My deareft friend, tell me, have I done wrong 
— Yet do not fay.I have, if you think it; for 
fhould all the world befides condemn me, I fhall have 
fome comfort, if you do not. The firft time I ever 
befought you to flatter me. ‘That, of itfelf, is an 
indication, that I have done wrong, and am afraid 
of hearing the truth— O tell me [but yet.do not tell 
mej], if L have done wrong ! 


Friday, Eleven 0’ Clock. 


My aunt has made me another vifit. She began 
what fhe had to fay,, with letting me know, That my 
friends are all perfuaded, that I {till correfpond with 
Mr. Lovelace; as is plain, fhe faid, by hints and 
menaces he throws out,. which fhews, that. he is ap- 
. prized of feveral things that have pafled between my 
_relations and me, fometimes within a very little while 
after they have happened. | : 

Altho’ Lapprove not of the method. he ftoops to 
tike to.come at his intelligence,. yet is it not prudent 
_in me to clear myfelf by the ruin of the corrupted 
fervant [as his vilenefs has neither my connivance, 
nor approbation], fince my doing fo might occafion 
the deteétien of my.own correfpondence ; and fo fru- 
ftrate all the hopes I have.to avoid this Solmes, Yet: 
it is not at all unlikely, that this very agent of Mr. 
JLovelace plays booty. between my brother and him: 
.How elfe can our family know (fo foon too) his 
_Menaces upon the paflages they hint at ? 


I aflured my aunt, that. was too much afhamed 


of the treatment..I met with,, for every-one’s fake, 
as well as for my own,.to acquaint.Mr. Lovelace with 
- the particulars of it, were the means of correfponding 


with him afforded me: That I had reafon to think, 


that if he were to know of it from me,.we muft be 
upon fuch terms, that he would not.fcruple making 


. fome vilits, which would give me great apprehenfions.. 
‘Lhey all knew, I faid,. that I: had-no communication. 


with. 
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‘with any of my papa’s fervants, except my. fifter’s 
. Betty Barnes: For altho’ had a good opinion of them 
all, and believed, if left to their own inclinations, 
they would be glad to ferve me; yet, finding by their ° 
fhy behaviour, that they were under particular di- 
rection, I had forborne ever fince my Hannah had 
. been fo. difgracefully difmiffed, fo much as to {peak to 
any of them, for fear I fhould be the occafion of their 
‘lofing their places too: They mutt, thercfore, ae- 
count among themfelves for the intelligence Mr. 
Lovelace met with, fince neither my brother, nor 
fifter, (as Betty had frequently, in praife of their fin- 
cerity, informed mc) nor perhaps their favourite Mr. 
_Solmes, were at all careful who they fpoke before, 
when they had any thing to throw out againft him, 
or even againft me, whom they took great pride to 
join with him on this occafion. | 
It was but too natural, my aunt faid, for my friends 
to fuppofe, that he had his intelligence, part of it at 
leaft, from me; who, thinking myfelf hardly treated, 
might complain of it, if not to him, to Mifs Howe $ 
which, perhaps, might be the fame thing; for they 
‘knew Mifs Howe {poke as freely of them,- as they 
could do of Mr. Lovelace; and muft have the par- 
-ticulars fhe fpoke of, from fome-body, who knew 
what was done here. ‘That this determined my papa 
to bring the whole matter to a fpeedy iffue, left fatal 
confequences fhould enfue. oe | 
. I perceive you are going to fpeak with warmth, pro- 
ceeded fhe [And fo T was] — For my own patt I am 
fure, you would not write any thing, if you do write, 
to inflame fo violent a fpirit-—But this is not the end 
of my prefent vifit.— oo ee 
You cannot, my dear, but be convinced, that 
your father will be obeyed. The more you contend 
againft his will, the more he thinks himfelf obliged 
to affert his authority. Your mamma defires me to 
éell you, that if you will give her the leaft aed 
. - ~ "a dutitu 
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a dutiful compliance, fhe will be willing te. fee yom 
in her clofet juft now, while your papa is gone to 
take a walk in the garden. es 
‘Aftonifhing perfiftence, faid-I!— I.am tired with 
making declarations and pleadings on this fubje@ ; and 
‘had hoped, that my refolution being fo well known, 
I fhould not have been further urged upon it. - 
You miftake the purport of my prefent vifit, .Mifs 
[looking gravely]. Heretofore you have been defired 
and prayed, to obey and oblige your friends : - Zntreaty 
is atan end: They giveitup. Now it is refolved 
upon, that your father’s wilk #3 to be. obeyed 5 a6 it is 
‘fit it fhould. Some things are laid at your door, as 
‘if you concurred with Lovelace’s threatened violence 
to carry you off; which your mamma will not be- 
lieve. She will. tell you her own good opinion of 


you: She will tell you how much fhe ftill loves you =. 


And what fhe expects of you on the approaching oc- 
cafton: But yet, that fhe may not be expofed to ah 


oppofition, which would the more provoke her, fhe — 


defires, you will firft affure her, that you go down 
with a refolution to dd that with a grace which muft 
be done with or without a grace. And befides, fhe 
“wants to give you fome advice how to proceed, in or- 
der to reconcile yourfelf to your papa, and to every- 
body elfe. Will you go down, Mifs, or will you 
note a ; | 
I faid, I thould think myfelf happy, could I be ad- 
mitted to my mamma’s prefence, after fo long a 


banifhment from it; but that I could not with it up- . 


‘on thofe terms. 
~ And This is your anfwer,.Mifs?. _ ; 

_ It muft be my anfwer, Madam. Come what may, 
Tnever will have Mr. Solmes.. [am very much con- 
cerned, that this matter is fo often prefe’d upon me. 
~—~-I never will have that man! _ 

_ Down fhe went with difpleafure. I-could not help 
it. I was quite-tired with fo many attempts, all to 
— _ | the 
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@hie fame purpofe. Iam amazed that They are not! 
Gi Be little variation | And ‘no conceffion on either 
ide! 

I will go down and iiegoute this; for Betty has 
feen Ihave been writing. The faucy creature took 
a napkin, and dipt it in water, and with a fleering 
air, Here, Mifs; holding the wet corner to me, 

What’s That for, faid I? , 

‘Only, Mifs, one of the fingers of your right- hand, 
if you pleafe to look at it. 

{t was inky. 

I gave her a look; but faid nothing. 

But left I fhould have another fearch, I will clofe 
-here.., 

Ci. HARLOWE, 


LETTER XXXVIIL 
a Crarissa Haatowe, To Mis Hows. 


Friday, One o Clock. 
: Have a letter from Mr. Lovelace, full of tranf- 
“=. ports, vows, and -promifes. I will fend it to you 
inclofed. You'll fee how he engages in it for his 
aunt Lawrance’s protection, and for Mifs Charlotte 
Montague’s accompanying me. < I have nothing to 
‘do, but to perfevere, he fays, and prepare to receive 
‘ the perfonal congratulations of his whole sug 
“But you’ll fee, how he prefumes upon my being 
bis, as the confequence of throwing my felf into that 
. Lady’s protection. 
he chariot-and-fix is to be ready at the place he 
mentions. You'll fee, as to the flur upan my re- 
putation, which Iam fo apprehenfive about, how 
boldly he argues, Generoufly enough, indeed, were 
I to be des ; and had given him reafon to believe that 
I would !—But that Ihave not done. 
How one ftep brings on.another with this. incroach- 
® ing 
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ing Sex ! How foon may a young creature, who gites 
~a man the leaft encouragement, be carried: beyond 


her intentions, and out of her own power !— ‘You 
would imagine, by what he writes, that I have given 


_ him reafon to think, that my‘averfion to Mr. Solmes. 


is all owing to-my favour for him ! 2 Ses 
The dreadful thing is, that, comparing what he 
writes from his intelligencer, of whatis defigned againft 
me [though he feems not to know the threatened day ] 
with what my aunt and. Betty aflure me of, there 


can be no hope for me, but that I muft be Solmes’s © 


wife, if I ftay-here.:--- " , 

I had better have gone to my. uncle Antony’s, at 
this rate! I fhould have gained time, at-leaft, by-tt. 
«This is the fruit of his fine contrivances ! 

‘ What we are to do, and how good he is to be: 
© How I am to direct all his futuse fteps? All this 
fhews, as I faid before, that he is fure of me. 

. However, I have reply’d to the following effect : 
‘ That although I had given him room to expect, that 
«I would put myfelf into his aunt’s protection; yet, 


- as I have three days to come,. between. this and 
_ * Monday, and as I hope that-my friends will ftill re- 
- “lent, or that Mr. Solmes will give up‘a point the 

- © will both find it impoffible to carry. ; 1 fhall not loe 

» ©upon myfelf as abfolutely bound by the appointment : 

- © And expect therefore, if I recede, that I fhall not 


¢ be called to account for it by him. That I think 


Sit neceffary to acquaint him, that if, by putting 
: © myfelf into Lady Betty. Lawrance’s protection, . he 


‘underftands, that I mean direétly to throw myfelf 


- © into 42s power, -he is very much miftaken : For that 
- © there are many points in. which I mutt be fatished ; 


“feveral matters to be. adjufted, even, after 1 have: 
© left this houfe (if Ido leave it), before I can think 


_ © of giving him any particular encouragement : That, 
“in the firft place, he muft expect, that Iwill do my 
Sutmoft to procure my father’s reconciliation and 


* approbation. 
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S:approbation of my future fteps; and that I will. 
© govern myfelf intirely by his commands, in every 
‘ reafonable point, as much. as if I-had not left his 
‘houfe: That if. he imagines, that -I fhall not re-: 
‘ ferve to myfelf this liberty, but that my withdraw- 
. © ang is to give him any advantages, which he would. 
‘ otherwife have had ; [ am determined to tarry where , 
‘ Tam, and abide the event, in hopes that my friends 
¢ will. ftill accept of my reiterated promife, never 
to marry, him, or any-body elfe, without their 
‘confent” «+ - at oe 

This I will depofite as foon asI can. And as he. 
thinks things are near their crifis, I dare fay it will 
not be long before I have an anfwer to it. | 


2 Friday, Four o’Clock. . 
- I am far from being well:. Yet muft I make my- 
felf worfe than I am, preparative to the fufpenfion I 
hope “to obtain of. the menaced evil of Wednefday 
next. And if I do obtain it, I will poftpone my ap-, 
pointment to meet Mr. Lovelace. 
Betty has told them Iam very much indifpofed. 
But I have no pity from any-body. . 
g@ > Lbelieve, Iam become the object of every-one’s 
| averfion ;and.that they would all be glad I were dead.— 
‘| Indeed, I believe it !—‘ What ails. the perverfe crea- 
ture,’ crics one ?—* Is fhe love-fick,’ another? __ 
I was in the [vy-fummer-houfe, and came out fhi- 
vering with cold, as if aguifhly feized. Betty ob- 
ferved this, and reported it—‘ O, no matter !—Let_ 
s. her fhiver ‘on !—Cold cannot hurt her.’ Obftinacy 
© will defend her from That. Perverfenefs is a Bracer 
* toa love-fick ‘girl, and more effectual than the Cold 
«Bath to make hardy, altho’ the conftitution be ever 
#fo tender.’ 7 | : 
This faid by a eruel brother, and heard faid by the 
dearer friends of one, for whom, but a few months 
poe | cae = = AZO, 
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apo, every-bdady- was ‘apprehenfive at e blaft of 
vas to Sihich the expofed herfelf! ede 

Betty, it muft be owned, has. an admirable ‘Tae- 
mory on thefe occafions. “Nothing. ofthis nature’ is: 
lof by her-repetition :. Even the very: air dhe repeats 
with, renders it eects to ai “— faid- Ehis 
or That fevere thing. 


Bia. Six 0’ Clack. 
“My aunt, who apain flays all: night, has juft lefe 
me. She came to tell me the refule. of my: friends 
deliberations aboutme. -It-isthis. 
- Next Wednefday morning they are all to be. af 
fembled : To wit, my father, mother, my uncles, 


herfelf, and my uncle Hervey ; my brother and fifter | 


of courte ; ; my good Mrs. Norton is likewife to be 
admitted :: And Dr, Lewin is to: be ‘at. hand, te ex- 
hort me, it feems, if there be occafion: But my aunt 
is not certain, whether he -is to be ameng them, or 
to tarry till called in. - 

When this awful court:is fet, the poor pila: is 
to be brought in, fupported by. Mrs. Norton ; ; who Is 
to be firft tutored to inftru& me in the duty of a 
child 5 which, it feems, I have quite forgotten. 

Nor is the faccefs at all doubted, my-aunt fays : 
For it is not believed J can be. fo:Warden’d, as to 
withftand fo venerable a judicature, altho’ Tl have- 
withftood feveral of them feparately. And ti the 
lefs, as fhe hints at extraordinary condefcenfions from 
my papa. But what condefcenfions, from even. my 
father, can induce ‘me to make fuch a facrifice ‘as Is 

expected from me? 

— Yet my fpirits will never bear Ups 1 doubt, at fach 
a tribunal : My father prefiding in it. 

I believed indeed, that my trials would not be: at 
‘anend, till he had-admitted me once more into his 
‘awful pretence | 

What is neped from’ me, fhe ays, « is, That I 

Z will 


\ 
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will chearfully, on Tuefday night, if not before, 
fign the articles; and fo turn the fucceeding day’s 
folemn convention ofall my friends, into a day of 
feftivity. Jam. to have the licence {ent me up, how- 
ever, and once more.the fettlements, that I may fee 
bow much in-earneft they are. . 

She further hinted, that my papa himfelf would 
bring up the fettlements for me to fign. 
’ O my dear! what a trial will “This be! — How 
fhall 1 be able to refufe to my father [ My father ! 
from whofe prefence have been fo long banifh’d; 
he commanding and intreating, perhaps, ina breath |. 
How fhall I be able to refufe to my father] the 
writing of my name? : ee 
. "They are fure, fhe fays, fomething is working on 
Mr. Lovelace’s part, and perhaps on mine: And my 
papa would fooner follow me to the grave, than fee 
me dis.wife. 7 
_ [faid, I was:not well; That the very apprehen- 
fions of thefe trials, were already infupportable to 
me;.and would increafe upon me, as the time ap= 
proached ; and I was afraid I fhould be extremely 
ill. | 4 
They had prepared themfelves for fuch an artifice 
as That, was my aunt’s unkind word; and fhe could 
affure me, it would ftand me in no ftead. 

Artifice} repeated I: And this from my aunt 
Hervey! | 

Why my dear, faid fhe, do you think people are 
. fools ?+~ Can they not fee, how difmally you endea- 
vour to figh yourfelf down within-doors’——How you 
hang down your /iweet face [thofe were the words fhe 
was pleafed to ufe] upon your bofom :— How you 
totter, as it were, and hold by this chzir, and by 
that door-poft, when you know that Any-body fees 
you [ This; my dear Mifs Howe, is an afperfion to 
faften hypocrify and contempt upon me: My bro- 
ther’s os fifter’s afperfion !—I am not capable of = 
sy ° 
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fo low]. But the moment you are down with your’ 
poultry, or advancing upon your garden-walk, and, . 


as you imagine, out of every-body’s fight, it is feen 


how nimbly you trip along; and what an alertnefs — 


governs all as motions. a 
~ I fhould hate myfelf, faid I, were 1 capable of fuch 


poor artifices as thefe. 1 muft be a fool to ufe them, 
as well as a-mean creature; for have I not had ex- 
perience enough, that my friends are incapable of 


being moved in much more affecting inftances ?—But | 


you'll fee how'l fhall be by Tuefday.- 

-- My dear, you will not offer any violence to your 
health ? —I hope, God has given you more grace, 
than tp do that. : : 
 Thope he’ has, Madam. But there is violence 
enough offer’d, and threatened, to affect my health 3 
and that will be found, without my needing to have 
recourfe to any other, or to artifice either. 

“+ PI] only tell you one thing, my dear: And that is ; 
11] or well, the ceremony will probably be-performed 
before Wednefday-night : — But This, alfo, I will 
tell you, altho’ beyond my prefent commiffion, that 
Mr. Solmes will be under -an engagement, (if you 
fhould require it of him, as a favour ) after the cere- 
mony is pafled, and Lovelace’s hopes thereby utterly 
extinguifhed, to leave you at your father’s, and re- 
turn to his own houfe every evening, until you are 


broucht to a full fenfe of your duty, and confent to - 


acknowlege your change of name. 
© There was no opening of my lips to fuch a fpeech 
as This. I was dumb. mE 
And thefe, ‘my dear Mifs Howe, are They, who, 
| fome of them, at leaft, have called mie a romantic 
gir} —— This is my chimerical brother, and wife 


fifter ; both joining their heads together, I dare fay. 


And yet, my aunt told me, that the laft part was - 


what took in my mamma; _ who had, till that was 
Started, infifted, that her child fhould not be marnied, 


>? 
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if, thro” grief or appofition, fhe fhould be il, or fall 
into fits. o— : 
. ‘This intended violence my aunt often excufed, by 
the certain information they pretended to have, of 
fome plots or machinations, that were ready to break 
out, from Mr. Lovelace (a): ‘The effeéts of which 
were thus cunningly to be fruftrated. 


. Friday, Nine o’Clock. 

AND now, my dear, what fhall I conclude upon? 
You fee how determin’d — But how can I expect 
your advice will come time enough to ftand me in 
any ftead? For here, I have been down, and already 
have another Ictter from Mr. Lovelace [The man 
‘lives upon the fpot, I think]: And I muft write to 
him, either that I will, or will not, ftand to: my frft 
refolution of .efcaping hence on Monday next. If I 
let him know, dae? will not (appearances fo ftrong 
againfi him, and for Solmes, even ftronger, than 
when I made the appointment), will it not be juftly 
deemed. my own, fault, if I am compelled to marry 
their odious man? And if any. mifchief enfue from 
Mr, Lovelace’s rage and: difappointment, will it not 
lie at my door ?—Yet,. he offers fo fair! — Yet, on 
the other-hand, to incur the cenfure of the world, as 
a giddy creature !|—But-that, as. he hints, I have al-. 
‘ready incurred !— What canI do? Oh! that. my 
coufin; Marden !—-But what fignifies. wifhing.?. 

I will here give you the fubftance of Mr. Love- 
Jace’s letter. ‘The letter itfelf I will fend, when 1 
have anfwered it ; but that I will defer doing as long 
as I can, in hopes of finding reafon to retract an ap- 
,pointment on.which fo much depends. . And. yet it 
is-neceflary you fhould have all before you, as I go 


(a) It may not be amifs to obferve in this place, That Mr. Love- 
Jace artfuliy contrived to drive them on, by permitting 4s agent and 
theirs, to report machinations, which he had no intention, nor power, 
to execute, ee 


Vou. N.| along, 
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along, that you may be the better able to advife me 
in this dreadful crifis of my fate. 

‘ He begs my pardon, for writing with fo much af- 
¢ furance ; . attributing it to his wnbounded tran{port ; 
and intirely aoquiefces in my will. He is full of 
‘alternatives and propofals. He offers to attend .me 
“directly to Lady Betty’s; or, if I had rather, to 
“my own eftate ; and that my Lord M. fhall pro- 
© tect me there, [He knows not, my dear, my reafons 
for rejecting this inconfiderate advice]. * In either 
¢ cafe, as foon as he fees -me fafe, he will go up to 
¢ London, or whither I pleafe; and net come near 
‘me, but by my own permiffion; and till I am fa- 
€ tisfy’d in every thing | am doubtful of, as well with 
‘ regard to his seformation, as to fettlements, &c. 
‘ To conduct .me to You, my dear, is another of 

© his alternatives, not doubting, he fays, ‘but your 
« mammawill receive me. Or, if That be not.agree- 
‘able to you, to your mamma, or to.me, he will 
© put me into Mr. Hickman’s protection; whom, no 
doubt, Mifs Howe can influence; and that it may 
© be given out, ‘that I am gone to Bath, or Briftol, 
© or Abroad ; -where-ever I pleafe. * 
© Again, If it be more agreeable, he propofes to 
“ attend me privately to London, ‘where he-will pro- 
© cure handfome lodgings for me,-and both his coufins 
’ © Montague to receive me ‘there, -and-to accompany 
* me till all fhall be adjufted to my mind; and till 
* a reconciliation ‘fhall be effected ; which, he affures 
© me, nothing fhall be wanting in him.-to facilitate; 
< greatly as he has been infulted by all my family. 

.. © Thefe feveral-meafures he propofes-to.my choice’; 
* it being unlikely, he fays, that .ae can -procure ip 
the time, a letter from Lady Betty, under ‘her 
© own hand, inviting me in form to her houfe, un- 

* lefs he had been himfelf to go to that Lady for it; 
_€ which, at this critical conjuncture, while he is at- 
_ ¢ tending my commands, is impoffible. | 


5 
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£ He conjures me, in the folemnecit manner, | if ‘I . 
© would not throw him into utter defpair,’ to keep to 
‘ my appoinment. ee a ee ae 
- © However, inftead of threatening my relations, or’ 
<Solmes, if I recede, he refpectfully fays, that he’ 
«doubts not, but that; if I'do, it will be upon fuch 
‘reafons, as he ought to be fatisfy’d with ; upon'no. 
¢ flighter, he-hopes, than their leaving me at full liberty 
“to purfue my own inclinations : In which (whatever’ 
¢ they fhall be), he will mntirely acquiefce; only endea- 
“vouring to make his future good behaviour, the fole 
¢ ground for his expectation of my favour. | 
‘In fhort, he folemrily vows, that his whole view at. 
© prefent; is; To free me from my imprifonment ; and, 
© to reftore me to my own free-will, in a point fo ab- 
¢ folutely neceflary to my future’ happinefs. He de- 
¢ clares, that neither the hopes he has in my future 
“favour, nor the honour of himfelf and family, will 
< permit him to propofe any thing that fhall be in- 
* confiftent with my own moft fcrupulots notions : 
© And, for my mind’s fake, fhould choofe to have this 
¢ end obtained by my friends declining to cothpel me. 
« But that, neverthelefs, as to the world’s opinion, 
¢ it isimpoffible to imagine, that the behaviour of 
‘ my relations to me, has not already brought upon 
© my family thofe free cenfures which they deferve, 
“and caufed the ftep which I am fo fcrupulous about 
< taking, to be no other'than the natural and expected 
- © confequence of their treatment of me” 
Indeed, I am afraid all this istrue: Ahd itis owing 
to fome little degtee of politenefs, that Mr. Lovelace 
does ‘not fay all he might fay on this fubjeét: For I 
have no doubt, that I am the talk, and perhaps the 
by-word of half the county. - If fo, Tam afraid, I can 
now do nothing that will give mie more difgrace than 
I have already fo caufelefly received by their indifcrec¢ 
perfecutions: And let me be whofe I will, and do 
what I will, I fhall never wipe off the ftain my con- 
| N 2 finement, 
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finement,,and the rigorous ufage I have received, ‘have 
fixed upon me; at leaft in my owa opinion. ' 

I with, if ever I am to be confidered: as one. of ee 
eminent family this man is ally’d to, fome of them do 
not think the worfe of.me, for the difgrace I have re-- 
ceived !—, In that cafe, perhaps, I fhall be obliged: to 
him, if be do not. You {ee how much this harth, 
this cruel, treatment from my own family has hum-. 
bled me [_— But, perhaps, I was too nauch exalted. 
before. . 

Mr. Lovelace concludes, © with repeatedly ae 
© an interview with me;, and That, this night, if pof- 
© fible:. An honour, he fays, he,is the more encour- 
© aged to folicit for, as I had twice before made him 
“hope for it. But whether he obtain it,-or not, he 
© befeeches me to choofe one of the alternatives he of- 
© fers to my acceptance; and not to depart from my 
¢ refolution of efcaping on Monday, unlefs the reafon: 
€ ceafes on which. I had taken it up; and that I have 
4 profpect, of being. reftored to my friends favour ; 
¢ at leaft to my own liberty and freedom of choice.’ 

_ He renews all his: vows and promifes on this head, 

in fo earneft and fo folemn a manner,. that (his.own 
intereft, and his family’s honour, and their favour for 
me, co-operating) I'can have no room to doubt of 
his ey | : 


(0 LETTER Xxx 
. Mf Chanissa Harow:, To Mifs Hows. 


| Sat. Morn, 8 0° Clock, April 8. 
we ether you will blame me, or not, I cannot tell, 
But I have depofited a. letter confirming .m 
former refolution to leave this houfe on Monday next, 
within the hours, if poffible, prefixed in my former. 
fies: not kept a Coy « of it. But this is the fub- 
. flance : 


—T tell 


© fhail inftantly 
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_ I tell him, ¢ That I have no way to avoid the de- 
“ termin’d refolution of my friends in behalf ef Mr. 
« Solmes; but by abandoning this houfe by his affift- 
Gante?. fen a a, a 
- - T have not pretended to make a mierit with him on 
this fcore; for:I plainly tell him, * That could’ I, 
-© without an unpardonable fin, die when F would, I 


_‘S:would fodner ‘make death: my choice, than take 2 


¢ ftep, which all. the world, if not my own heart, 
© will condemn me for taking.’ ot ae 
I tell him, ¢ That I fhall not try to bring: dny 


_.© other cleaths with me, than thofe F fhall have on ; 


* and‘thofe but my éommon wearing-apparel ; left I 
© fhiould-be fufpécted. “Fhat I muft expect to be de- 


_ © ny’d the poflefion of my eftate : But that I'am de- 


< termin’d never to conferit to a litigation with my fa- 
© ther, were I to be reduced to ever fo low a ftate: 


_ © Se that the protection I am to be obliged for, to any 


© ene; ‘muft: be alone ‘for the diffrefs-fake :' And: yet, 
‘© that’ I have. too much pridé to thmk of marrying, 
‘© until I have a ‘fortune that: fhall make me appear 
* upon. a foot of equality with, and void of obligation 
®to, any-body: That, therefore, he will have no- 
-€ thing to hope for from this-ftep, that he had not be» 
“fore: And that;-in every light, F referve'to myfelf to 
© accept or refufe his addrefs, as his behaviour and'cir 
€ cumfpection fhall appear to me to deferve.’ - - : 
I tell him, ‘That I-think it beft to go into a pri 

€ vate lodging, in the neighbourhood of his aunt Law- 
© rance ; and not to her houfe.; that it may-not ap- 
© pear to the world, that I have refuged myfelf in his 
© family; and that a reconciliation with my friends, 
-© may not,’on that account, be madé impra¢ticable : 
«That I will fend for thither my faithful Hannah ; 
‘-and apprize only Mifs Howe where I am: That he 

: ove me, and go to London, or to 
< one of his uncle’s feats; and (as he had promifed) 
7 ~~ N3 © not 
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“not come near me, but by my leave; contenting 
« himfelf with a correfpondence by letter only. .. - 
¢ That .if f. find myfelf in danger of being difto- 
<vered, and carried back by violence, I will then 
‘* throw myfelf dire@ly into the. protection of either 
“ of his aunts; who will receive me: But This only 
§ iy cafe of abfolute neceffity ; for that it. will be more 
* fo,my reputation, forme, by the bef means I can, 
“« (taking advantage of my privacy ) to enter-by a fe 
© cond or thitd hand into a treaty. of reconciliation 
¢ with my friends. ee er 
- © That I muft, however, plainly tell. him, That 
S if, in this. treaty, my. friends. infift upon my refolve+ 
“ ing againft marrying him,; I will engage to comply’ 
< with them; provided they will allow me to promife 
‘him, that I will never be any other man’s, while 
.* he remains fingle, or is living: That this is a com- 
.€ pliment-I-am willing to pay to’ him, in return for 
* the trouble and pains he has taken, and the 
be has nret with, on my account : Althe’ I intimate, 


* that he may, in a great meafure, thank hinifelf, and . 


¢ the little regard he has paid to his reputation, for the 
© flights he has met wrth.’ 
_ Itell him, ‘ That I may, in this privacy, write to 
‘my coufin Morden, and, if poffible, intereft- him 
“in:‘my caufe. =. | | fm 4 & 2 
- ©T take fome brief notice of his altermatives.’ 
You muft think, my dear, that this unhappy force 
‘upon me, and this projected flight, makes it necef- 
fary for me to account to him much fooner than it 
_agrees with. my ftomach to do, for every part of my 
conduty Boe 4. 
. .€It is not to. be expeéted, I tell him, -that your 
-© mamma will embroil herfelf, or fuffer you, or Mr. 
.¢ Hickman to be embroiled, on my account: And as 
.© to his propofal of my going to London, Iam fuch 
“an abfolute ftranger to every-body there, and ae 
3 | ‘ fuch 


Site 
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‘ fice a bad opinion of the place, that I cannot by 
* any means think of geing thither; except I fhould 
© be induced, fome time hence, by ee Ladies of hisi 
© family to attend them. 

‘ As to the mecting he is:-defirous af, I think it by 
“no means proper; efpectally as it is fo likely that [ 
‘ may foon fee him. But that if any thing occurs.to 

‘ induce me to change my mind, as to withdrawing, 
‘ I may then, very probably, take the firft opportu- 
© nity to fee kim, and give him. my reafons for that 
© change.’ 
_ This, my dear, I the ‘Tefs. fcrupled to write, that 
F might qualify him for fuch a difappointment, fhould 
E give it; he having, befides, behaved fo very unex- 
ceptionably, when he furprized me fome time ago in 
‘the lonely woodhoufe. 

Finally, ‘I commend myfelf, as .a perfon in di- 
© ftrefs, and merely as fuch, to. bis honour, and to 
* his aunt’s protection. I repeat [moft cordially, Jam 
* fave!] my desp concern for being forced to take a 
“ftep. fo difagreeable, and fo derogatory to my 
“honour, And having told him, that } will endea- 
‘ vour to obtain leave to dine in. the Ivy fummer- 

_* houfe (@), and to fend Betty of fome errand, when 
“ there, | leave the reft to him; but imagine, that 
‘about four o’ clock will be a proper time for him to: 
© contrive fome fignal to let me know he is at hand,. 
© and for me to unbolt the garden-door.’ 

I added, by way of pofticript, * That their fufpi- 


(a) The Ivy fummer- boxe, or fey bower, as it was fornetimes fe 
Yed in the family, was a place, that from a girl, this young Lady de- 
lighted in. She ufed, inthe fummer-months, frequently to fit and work, 
‘and read, and write, and draw, and (when permitted) to breakfaft, 
and dine, and fometimes to fup, in it; efpecially when Mils Howe, 
who had an equal liking to it, was her u fitor and gueft. 

She defcribes it, in another letter, as ¢ angularly pointing to a pretty 
~ variegated landichape of wood, water, and hilly country; which had 
€ pleafed her fo ack that fhe had drawn it; the piece hanging up, ia 
€ her parlour, among ‘fome of her other drawings, 


N 4 .  § cions 
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‘* cions feeming fo increafe, I advife-him to contrive 
“ta fend or come to the ufual place, as frequently 
.*-as poffible, in the interval of time, till Monday morn- 
* ing ten or eleven.o’ clock ;; as fomething may pof- 
4 fibly:happen'to make me alter my-mind.” : 
- .O.my dear Mifs Howe !—what a fad, fad thing is 
the necefity, forced upon me, for all this preparation 
and contrivance !+—But it is now'too late !— But how ! 
—-Too late, did I fay ?—What a word is that /—-what 
a dreadful thing, were I to repent, to find it to be 
too late, to remedy the apprehended evil! . a 
i ad _ ., Saturday, Teno’ Clock. 
_- Mr. Solmes is here. . He ts to dine with his new 
relations, as Betty tells me he already calls. them. 
- He would have thrown himfelf in my way, once 
more: But I husry’d up to my prifon, m my return 
from my garden-walk, to avoid him. | 
. Thad, when.in the garden,..the curiofity: to fee,. if 
my letter were gone: I-cannot fay, with an intention 
to take it back again, if it had not ; becaufe I fee not 
how I could do otherwife than I have done. Yet 
what a-caprice was this !— For whien I found it gone, 
I began.:(as yefterday-morning) to with it had not : 
For no.other reafon, I believe, than becaufe it was out 
of my power. 
A ftrange diligence in this. man !— He :/ays, ‘he -al- 
moft lives upon the place; and I think fotoo.  —* 
He mentions, as you will fee in his letter, four 
feveral difguifes, which he put on in one day.” It isa 
wonder, neverthelefs, that he has not been feen by 
fome of our tenants: For it is impoffible that any dif- 
guife can hide the gracefulnefs of his figure. But this 
Is to.be. faid, that the adjoining grounds being all in 
our own hands, and no common foot-paths near that 
part of the garden, and thro’ the park and coppice, 
nothing can be more bye and unfrequented. 
Then they are lefs watchful, I believe; over my 
oe ¢ garden- 
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garden: walks;.:and:.my poultry-vifits; depending, 4s 
my aunt :hinted;.-upon ‘the bad character they have 
taken fo-much. pains:to: faften..uponcMr: Lovelace. 
“Dhis;.they think) (and juftly think); nuft fill. .nfe 
with doubts. .. Anduthen the regard I -haye hithertd 
had- for my reputation, 44 another: of their fecurities. 
‘Were :it not:for: thefe two, they would not furely 
have. ufed ine..as they, have done; :and-at-the fame 
time.left me the ‘opportunities, which. I have. feveral 
ftmes had, to get away, hadi I been difpofed.to:do. fo 
(a): And indeed, ther:dependencies: on. both thefe 
motives would have been well founded, had they kept 
but tolerable meafures with me. wk 

- “Then, perhaps, they have no notion.of the back- 
door:; as it is feldom open’d, and leads. to a :place fo 
pathlefs and lonefome (4). If not, there can be:no other 
way to go.off (if one would), without difcovery, uniefs 
by the plafhy lane, fo full of {fprings, by: which your 
fervant reaches the folitary wood-houfe;. to which 

lane one muft defcend frem a high bank, - that bounds. 
the poultry-yard. For, as to the front-way, you. 
know, one mutt pafs. thro’ the houfe to Fhat,, and in 


| fight of the parlours, and the fervants hail ; then have 


the large open court-yard to go through,. and, 
by means of the iron-gate, be-full in view, as one paf- 


(a) They might, no doubt, make a dependence usion. the reafons fife 
gives: But their chief reliance was upon the vigilance of their Jofeph 
Leman ;, litle imagining, what an implement he was of ‘Mr. Loves 


(4) This, in another of her letters, is thus.defcribed s--‘. A pieoe of 
« ruins upon it, the. remains of an old chapel, now ftanding in the 
« midft oF the coppice; here and there an overgrown oak, furrduinded 
* with ivy and mifletoe, fterting.up, to fanctify, as it. wese, the awfuh 
© folemnefs of the place: A fpot, too, where.a man having been found. 
‘ hanging fomé years ago,. it was ufed to bé thought of by us when! 
¢ children, and by the: maid-fervants, with.a degree of térror;-as the 
¢ habitation of owls, ravens, : and. osher ominous birds ;, and: as haumted: 
6 by ghofts, goblins, fpeftres: The gequine refult of country: lonelinefs, 
* and ignorance: Notions whith, early propagated, are’apt to’ lédve im-- 
« preffions even upon mihds grawn ftrong eriough, Jt the fame'time, to- 
* delpite the like sredulous follies in others’ ya 
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fes. over the bain, for a quarter.of a mile together ; : 

"the. young plantations of elms and limes: ae yet 
but little fhade or covert. 

, The Ivy fummer-hopfe is the moft convenient for 
this affecting purpofe.of any {pet in the garden, as it 
is not far.from the .back-door, and yet ‘in another 
alley, as you may remember. . ‘Then: it ts feldom re- 

forted . to: by.any~body elfe, except. in the fummier- 

Amonths; becaufe it is cool.. When they loved: me, 
they. would often, for this reafon, object to my long 
continuance in it:— But now, it is no matter what 
becomes.of me. Befides, -cold is a bracers as my bro- 
ther faid yefterday. 

‘ Here 1 will depofite what I have written. Let me 
have your prayers, my dear; and your approbation, or 
your cenfure, of the fteps [have taken: For yet it may 

_ Not. be quite too hate to revoke the appointment, Iam 

1 Your bag ai eames: and ase ha 


Cri. Hartowek, 
Why wil you fend your fervant empty- -handed? 


LETTER. XL. 
_ Mi Hows, To Mifs CuarissA HarLowe. 


Sat. Afternoon. 

BY. your luft date of Ten, in your letter of this 

day, you could not long have depofited it, before 

Robin took it. He rode hard, and brought it to me 
juft as I had rifen from table. 

You may juftly blame me for fending my meifen- 

| per empty-handed, your fituation confider’d.; and 

ha that very fituation He critical!] is partly the rea- 

on for it: "For indeed I knew not what to write, fit 

to fend you. 

Lhad been inquiring privately, how to procure you 

_ @ conveyance from Harlowe-Place, and yet not ap- 

_ pear in it 5. knowing, that. to oblige in the fact, and 

to 


4 
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- to difoblige in the manner, is -but obliging by halves : 
My mamma being, moreover, very fufpicious, and 
very uneafy; made more fo by daily vifits from your 
uncle Antony, who tells hery that now every-thing is 
‘upon the point.of being determined, and hopes, that 
‘hec. daughter will not fo interfere, as to difcourage 
“your compliance with their wills. This I came at bya 
‘way that I cannot take notice of, or both fhould hear 
‘of it, in a manner neither. would like: And, without 
that, my mamma and I have had almoft: hourly bic- 
‘kerings. | = 
I found more difficulty than- I expected, as the 
time was confined, and fecrefy required, in procuring 
" you a vehicle ; and as you fo earneftly forbid me to. 
‘accompany you in your enterprize. Had you not ob- 
liged me to keep meafures with my mamma, I could: 
have masaped it with eafe.. I could even have taken: 
our own chariot, on one pretence or other, and put 
‘two horfes. extraordinary to it,. if I had thought fit ; 
and I could have fert it back from London, and no- 
body the wifer. as to the lodgings we might have’ 
taken. _— ae, 
I wifh to the Lord, you had permitted This! In-. 
deed I think you are two punétilious.a great deal for: 
your fituation.. Would you expect to enjoy yourfelf: 
with your ufual placidnefs, and not: be ruffled, in an: 
‘urricane which every moment-threatens to blow your: 
houfe down? a : 
.’ Had your-diftrefs fprung ftdm-yourfelf, that would: 
have been another. thing.. But when all the world: 
knows where to ‘Jay the fault, this alters the cafe.. 
How can you:fay 1 am happy, when my mammy,,. 
‘to her power, is as-much. an abettor of their wicked- 
' nefs to my deareft friend; ‘as your aunt, ot any-body: 
‘elfe?—— And this thro’ the inftigation of that. odd-- 
_ dveaded and foolifh uncle-of yours, who [forry creature: 
that he.is] keeps her up to -refolutions, which are un-- 
wworthy of ber,- for -an aaa tome, and pleafe ee 
; ; S. 


- 
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Is not.this caufe enough for. me to gromnd a. refent- 
ment upon, fufficient to juftify. me: for os 
you ; :the friendthip. between us fo. well: known ? 

Indeed, my dear,. the.importanceof -the cafe con- 
fider’ d, I. mutt repeat, That. you.are too nice: Don’t 
they already think,. that your ftanding-out-is owimg.a 
good deal to my advice? Haye they: not: prohibited 
our correfpondence upon that very: .furmize?. And 
have I, but. on your. account, asia to mee tuhat 
oy think ? 

. Befides, what difcredit have I to: ea bys ae a 
fep?. What. detriment ?. Would Hickman,: do you 
believe, sefufe me upon: it?-—If he. did, :fhould I be 
forry for. that —- Who. is. it, that: has\a Soul, . who 
would not be affected. by fuch an Mates of fentale 
ae Pink oe 

But I-thould vex. nd diforder my. mamma! L Wall, 
that j is. fomething |. But not more than fhe: vexes and 
diforders me, on her being. made. an: implement by 
fuch .a forry creature, who ambles hither.every day, 
in {pe to my deareft friend.-~ W oe be to beth, if-1t 
he for a doub end i —Chide me, 7 you will : Fdon'e: 
Caren 

fe fay, a I infit upon it, fuch a. . fhep: would ennoble 
your tricnd :. And if. {till you will permit: it,'I wilt 
take. the. office out of Lovelace’s: hands ;:: and, tox: 
morrow, evening, or on Monday, before: his time: of: 
appointment takes place, will. come in:a chariot, or. 
chaife.. And then, .my-dear,: #) we get off as I with, 
will we make terms, and what terms -we -pleafe, with 
them: All.. My mamma. will be glad te receive ‘her 
daughter. again, I warrant ye; And: Hickman will sid 
for. soy om: my return; or he fhall for forrow. . © 

- But you are fo very -earneftly angry: with me for 
propofizig fuch.a ftep;. and have always fo much te 
fay for your fide of any queftion, that-lam: afraid to 
urge i it farther.—Only be fo good as to encourage me 
a sefume eis if, upon farther confideration, ‘and ‘upon 

weighing 
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‘weighing niatters well (and in:thes-light, Whether beft 
to. go off with me, or with Lovelace}, you can get over 
your punctiious regard for ‘my ‘reputation... A wo- 
man going off with a:woman.is not fo difcreditable a 
thing, furely!. and with no view, but:to avoid the 
fellaws1— [ fay, only be fo good as to confider this 
pout ; and if you can get over yout fcruples, on my 
account, do. .And fo I will have done with this ar- 
gument for the prefent ; and.apply myfelf ‘to fome of 
the paflages in yours. a re 
'. Abtime, I hope, will come, that I fhall be able to 
read your affeGing narratives, without that impa- 
tence. and ‘bitternefs, which now boils: over m ny 
heart,. and. would ' flow.-to my pen, were I to: enter 
into the particulars of what you write. And, indeed, 
I am afraid of giving you my advice at all, or of telt- 
ing you what I fhould do.in your cafe [fuppofing you 
will ftill refufe my offer]; finding too, what you have 
been brought, or rather driven, to, without ‘it-; left 
any. evil fhould follow it ::.In-which cafe, [fhould ne- 
ver forgive myfelf. -And ‘this conftderation has. added. 
to my difficulties in writing to you, now- you are. 
upon fuch a crifis, and yet refufe the only method—~ 
But [ faid, I would not for the prefent ‘touch any 
more that ftring.. Yet, one-word more, chide me, 
if you pteafe: If any harm betide you, I thall for ever: 
blame: my mamma— Indeed I fhall— And perhaps: 
yourfelf, if you.do not accept of my offer.::. .- 
. . But one thing, in your. prefent fituation, and pro- 
fects, let me advife: [tis this, That.if you do goaway 
-with Mr, Lovelace, you take the frft opportunity to: 
permut the ceremony to pafs. Why ‘fhould you nat, - 
when every-body will know by wiho/e affiftance, and’ 
in avhofe campany,: you leave your father’s houfe; go 
whitherfoever you will?—, You may, indeed, :keep 
him. at .diftante, until fettlements -are..drawn, and 
fuch-like matters are adjufted to your mind: But 
even [befe are matters of ke&.confideration in. your: 
so aeaiier particular 


ae 
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- particular cafe, than they would: be in that of mreft 
others: Becau/e, be his-other faults what they will, no- 
.body thinks him anungenerousman : Bacaufethe poffed- 
fion of your eftate muit be given up to you, as foon 
.as your coufin Morden comes ; who, as your Truftee, 
- will fee it dene; and done upon proper terms : Be- 
caufe there is no want of fortune on his fide: Becau/fe 
all his family value you, and are extremely deftrous 
that you fhould be their relation: Becaufe he makes 
no {cruple of accepting you witheut conddions. You 


-fee how he has always defy’d your relations [I, for 


-my own part, can forgive him for. that fault: Nor 
‘know I, if it be not a noble one]. And I -dare fay, 
‘he had rather call you 4s, without a fhilling, than be 
under obligation. to thofe whom he has full as httle 

.reafon to love, as they have to love him. ‘You have 
heard, that his own relations cannot make his proud 
fpirit fubmit to owe any favour to them. i. 

For all thefe reafons, I think; you may the lefs 
ftand upon previous fettlements. It is ‘therefore my. 
abfolute opinion, that, if you:do go away with him 
[And in that cafe you muft let im be judge, when 


.he can Jeave you with fafety, you'll obferve That],. 


you fhould not poftpone the ceremany. | 


Give this matter your moft fcrious confideration. 


Punétilio is out of doors the moment you are out of 
your father’s houfe. Thaow bow pil 
have been upon thofe inexcufable creatures, whofe 


giddinefs, and even want of decency, . have::made. 
them, in the fame hour, as I may fay, leap from a 
parent’s window to-a hufband’s bed—But, conftder- 


ing Lovedace’s charaéter, I repeat my opinion, that 
‘your Reputztion in the eye of the world requires, that 
no delay. be made in this point, when once you are in 
hhis power... - . j 


I need not, I am fure, make a fironger plea ta. 


pau, . 
You fay, in excufe for my mamma (what.my fer- 
, vent 


ly fevere you 


pe er. ae 
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vent love for my friend very ill brooks), That we 
ought not to ‘blame any-one for not doing what fhe 
has an option to do, or to tet-alone. This, in cafes 
of friendfhip, would admit of very ftri& difcuffion. 
If the thing requefted be of greater confequence, or 
even of egual, to the perfon fought to, and it were, as 
the old phrafe has it, to take a thorn out of one’s friend’s 
foot, to put it into our own, fomething might be faid. — 
Nay, it would be, I will venture to fay, a felfith thing, 
in: us to afk a favour of a friend, which would fub- 
jet That friend to the fame or equal inconvenience, 
as That from which we wanted to be relieved. The 
requefter wonld, in this cafe, teach his friend, by 
his own felhfh example, with much better reafon, to 
deny him, and defpife a friendfhip fo mere/y nominal. 
But if, by a /e/s inconvenience to ourfelves, we could 
relieve our friend from a greater, the refufal of fuch 
a favour makes the refufer unworthy of the name of 
Friend: Nor would I admit fuch a one, not even 
nto the outermoft fold of my heart. 
I am well aware, that this is your opinien of friend- 
fhip, as wellas mine: For I owe the diftinction to 
| you, upon a certain occafion; and it faved.me from 
a very great inconvenience, as you muit needs re- 
member.. But you was always: for making. excufes 
. for other people, in cafes wherein you weuld not have | 
allowed of one for yourfelf. ag, ad | 
_. I muft own, that were thefe excufes for a friend’s 
indifference, or dental, made by any-body but yew, in 
a.:cafe.of fuch va/? importance to herfelf, and of fo 
romparative a fall one to thofe whofe protection fhe 
would be thought to with for; IL, who am: for ever, 
as you have often remarked, endeavouring to trace 
effects to their caufes, fhould. be ready to fufpect, that 
there was a latent, un-owned inclination, which ba- 
lancing, or preponderating rather, made the iflue of 
the alternative (however important) fit more lightly 
upon the excufer’s mind than fhe cared to own: 


ou 
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~ You will underftand me, my dear. Bat. if you 
‘do not, it may-be as well for me; for Fam afraid I 
fhall have it from you, for but ftartsng fuch a notion, 
or giving a'hint, which, perhapsy.as you did ‘once in 
another cafe, you will reprimandingly call, * Not 
.* being able to forego the oftentation of fagacity, tho’ 
© at the expence-of that tendernefs which is due to 
© friend{bip and: charity.’ : s)he 
What fignifies owning a fault, without mending it, 
you'll fay ?— Very true,. my dear. But you know I 
ever was a faucy creature !— Ever ftood in need of 
great allowantces.—And I know, likewife, that I ever 
had them from my dear Clarifla Harlowe. Nor.do I 
doubt them now: For you know how much I love 
ou !-—If it be poffible, more than my/eif I love you ! 
Believe ‘me, my dear! And, in confequence of that 
belief, you’ will be able to jrsge how much I am 
affected by your prefent diftrefsful and critical fitua- 
tion; which will not fuffer me to pafs by, without a 
cenfure, even that philofophy of temper in your own 
caufe, which you have not in another’s, and which 
all that know you, ever admired you for. aa 
From this critical and diftrefsful fituation, it thall 
be my hourly prayers, that you may be delivered 
- without blemifh to that fair fame, which has hitherto, 
like your heart, been unfpotted. - 
With This prayer, twenty times. repeated, con- 
cludes * 4. ae 
: Your ewer-affectionate 
we He : ANNA Howr. 
I hurry’d myfelf in writing This; and 1 hurry 
_ Robin away with it, that in a Situation fo very 
critical, you. may have all the time pofhible to 
~ confider what I have written, upon two points 
- fo very important, Iwill repeat them in a very 
fewwords= - - ©. |... 
-* Whether you choofe not rather to go off. with 
. © one Of your own Sex ; with your ANNaHows— 


— 
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-€ than with ope-of. the site with Mr. Love- 
- © EBACE? 
- And ifnet,.. 
‘ Whether yau thould not ¢ mazry him as fon as 
a mn 


EL E T T E R XL 
Mifi CLARISSA HaRLowE, To Mis Howe. 
[The hatin letter not. received. }. 3 
: Saturday Afternoon. 
Alriiy have 1 an ecftatic anfver, as I may cald 
it, to my letter. ~ 
© He promifes compliance in every article with my 
€ will: Approves:of all I propofe; particularly of the 
‘ private lodging: And thinks it a happy expedient to 
< obviate the cenfures of. the bufy and the unreflect-. 
‘ing: And yet he hopes, that the putting myfelf- 
‘ into the protection of either of his aunts, treated as 
< J am treated, would :be far from being looked: upon 
< by any, in adifreputable light. But every thing [ 
‘injoin, or refolve upon, muft, he fays, be right, 
© not only with refpect to my prefent, but future, ho- 
“ nour; with regard to which, he hopes fo to behave: 


«6 himéelf, as to be allow’d to be next to myfelf, more. 


< folicitous than any-body. -He will se aflure me; 


© that his:whole family are extremely defirots to. take 


© advantage of the ‘perfecutions I labour under, to 
© make their court, and endear themfelves, to me ; 
‘ by their beft.and moft chearful fervices: Happy, if 
‘ they.can, in any meafure, ‘contribute to my prefent 
‘ freedom, and future happinefs. . tg 

© He will this afternoon, he fayss write to his uncle, 
‘ and to both his aunts, that.he is now within view 


“of being the happieft man in the. world, if it be not 


‘ his own fault; fince the only woman upon earth 


© that can make him fo, will be {oon out of danger of 
‘ being another. man’s; and cannot pofiibly prefcribe 


‘ any 
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¢ any terms to-him, that be fhall not think it his duty 
© to comply with. | . 

‘ He flatters himfelf now (my aft letter confirming 
< my refolution), that he can be in no apprehenfion of 
© my. changing my mind, unlefs my. frends change 
¢ their manner of acting by me; which he is too fure 
‘ they will not. And néw will all his relations, who 
* take fuch a kind and generous fhare in his interefts, 


‘glory and pride themfelves in the profpects he has. . 


© before him. | : 
_ Ths artfully does he hold me to it!— 

© As to fortune, he begs of me net to be foticitdus 

© on that fcore: That his own effete is fufficient for us 
‘ both; nota neminal, but 2 real, two thoufand pounds 
© per annum, equivalent to fonie éftares reputed a third 
‘ more : That it never was incembred : That he is clear 
© of the world, both as to book and bond- debts; thanks, 
© perhaps, to his pride, more than to his virtue. . That 
« his uncle moreover refalves to fetthe upon him a thou- 
‘ fand pounds per annem-ott his nuptials. Andthis, (i 
‘© he writes to his Lordflip’s honour) more from moe 
‘ tives of jwficey than fronx thofe of gexerofity, as he 
< ought to confider it but 2s an equivalent for an eftate 
‘ which he had got poffeffion of, to which dis | Mr. 
<« Lovelace’s ] mother had better pretenftons. ‘That 
* his Lordfhip alfo propofed to give him up either his 
‘ feat in Hertfordfhire, or that in Lancafhire, at hs 
‘own or at his wife’s optian, efpecially if 1 am the 
_ £ perfon. All which it will be in my power to fee dene, 
‘and proper fettlements drawn, before | enter into 
“any farther engagements with him; if I us have 

£ it fo.’ — & | = : | ; 
He fays; ‘ That I need not be under any folicitude 
Sas toapparels All immediate occafions of That fort 
< will be moft chearfully fupplied by his aunts, or his 
‘coufins Montague: As my others fhall, with the 
“ greateft pride and. pleafure (if I will allow him that 
* honaur), by himéelf, , i Eee es 
Ha | ¢ That 
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> © That I fall govern him as I pleafe, with regard 


© to any-thing in his power towards effecting a recor- 
* cilkation with my friends: A point he knows my 
‘ heart.ta fet upon. | as a 
_» © He is afraid, that the time will hardly: allow af 
*-his. procuring Mifs Charlotte Montague’s attendance 
Supon me, at St. Albans; as he had propofed fhe 
© fhould; becaufe, he underftands, fhe keeps her chanr- 
© ber, with a violent cold, and fore threat. But both 
© fhe and her fifter, the firft monrent fhe is able to go 
‘abroad, fball vifit me at my private lodgings ; and 
introduce me to their aunts, or their aunts to me, as 
*F fhal! choofe; and accompany me to town, if I 
© pleafe; and flay as long im it..with me, as | fhall 
‘ think fit to flay there. 23 
‘ Lord M. will alfo, at my own time, and in 
© own ntanner, that is to fay, either publicly or pri- 
_& yately, make me avifit. And, for his own part, when 
¢ he has {een me in fafety, either in their protection, 
* or in the privacy I prefer, he will leave me, and not 
‘ attempt to viftt me, but by my own permiffon. 
© He had thoughts once, he fays, on hearing of his 
© coufin Charlotte’s indifpefition, to have engaged: his 
© coufin Patty’s attendance upon me, either at or 
“about the neighbouring village, or at St. Albans : 
“ But, he fays, fhe is a low-fpirited, timorous gir], who 
_ * would but.the miore perplex us.’ 

Se, my dear, the enterprize requires courage and 
high fpirits, you fee !—And indeed it does |—~ What 
am I about to do! — 

He himfelf, it is plain, thinks it neceflary, that I 
fhould be accompanied with one of my own Sex!—— | 
He might, at leaft, have propofed the woman of one 
-ef the Ladies of his family.— Lord blefs me !——What 

-amlabouttodo!— | : 


Arrer all, far as I have gone, I know not but I 
may ftill recede: And if I de, a moftal quarrel, I 
oo : fuppofe, 
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fuppofe, will-enfue.— And what if it does?—- Could: 
there be. any way to efcape this: Solmes, a_breach. 
with Lovelace might make way for the Single Life [fo 
much my preferable with !}. to take place: And then 
I would defy the Sex. For I fee nothing but'trouble’ 
‘and vexation that they bring upon ours:: And when. 
once enter’d, one is obliged. to go on.with them, 
treading, with tender feet, upon thorns, and. {harper 
‘thorns, to.the end ofa painful journey. 5 

What to do, [know not. ‘The more E think, the 
more I am embarrafe’d |—- And the ftronger will be my: 
doubts, as the appointed time draws nearer... 

But I will go: down, and take. alittle ‘turn: in the 
garden ;_ and depofite This, ‘and his letters, all but the 
two laft; which I will inclofe in my next, :if I have 
opportunity to write another. . = 

Mean. time, my dear friend But what can I 
defire you to pray: for = Adieu then !—Let me only 
fay,—r Adicules a 


LETTER ‘XU 
Mifi CLARISSA Hariowe, To Mifs How. — 
~<a anfwer to Letter XL. a 
or - ee | Sunday Morning, April gv 
O not: think, my beloved friend, altho’ you 
“have given me, in yours :of yefterday, a /everer 
inftanee of .what, neverthelefs,. 1. mutt call: your zm- 
partial Love, than ever yet I received from you, that 
I will.be difpleafed- with you -for it. That -would 
be to put myfelf into the inconvenient -fituation of 
Royalty: ‘Fhat is to fay, Out of the.way of ever be- 
ing. told. of my faults ;of ever mending them ; and 
In the way of making the fincereft and warmett friend- 
fhip ufelefs tome. — - we ; 
And then how brightly, how nobly, burns. this 
facred flame in. your.bofom! that you are ready to 
ot ce , im- 


Pi 
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impute to the unhappy fufferer a /e/s degree of warmth 
in her ;own caufe, than you have for her, becaufe fhe 
endeavours to diveft herfelf-of Se/f, fo far as to leave 
others to the option which they have a right to make? 
Ought I,. my dear,. to blame, ought -I ‘not rather to 
admire, you for this ardor? Sis : 

_ But, neveithelefs, left you fhould think, that there 
is any foundation for a furmize, which, altho” it owe 
its rife to your friendfhip, would, if there were, leave 
me utterly inexcufable; I muft, in juftice to myfelf, 
declare, That I know not my own heart, if I have 
any of that latent or un-owned inclination, which you 
would impute to any other but me. Nor does the im-. 
portant alternative fit lightly on my mind. And yet | 
muft excufe. your mamma, were it but on this fingle 
confideration, That I could not prefume to reckon 
upon her favour, as I could upon her daughter’s, fo as 
to make the claim of friendfhip upon her, to whom, as 
the mother of my deareft friend, a veneration is owing, 
which can hardly be compatible with that {weet fami- 
liarity, which is one of the indifpenfibles of the facred 
tie by which your heart and mine are bound in one. 

What therefore I might expec from my Anne 
Howe, 1 ought not from her mamma; for would it 
not be very ftrange, that a perfon of her experience 
fhould be reflected upon, becaufe fhe gave not up her 
own judgment, where the confequence of her daing 
fo would be, to embroil herfelf, as fhe apprehends, 
with a family fhe has lived well with, and in behalf of 
a child againft her parents '—As fhe has, moreover, 4 
daughter of her own:—A daughter too, give.me leave 
to fay, of whofe vivacity and charming fpirits fhe is 
more apprehenfive than fhe need to be; becaufe her 
truly. maternal cares make her fear more from her 
youth, than fhe hopes from her prudence; which ne- 
verthelefs fhe, and all the world, know to be beyond 
her years. : = | 

_ And. here let me add, That whatever "you may, 

4s generoully, 
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generoufly, and as the refult of an ardent affection 


for your unhappy friend, urge on this head, in my 


behalf, or harfhly againft any one who may refufe’ 


me proteétion in fuch extraordinary circumf{tances ‘as 


I find myfelf in; I have femme pleafure, in being able 


to curb undue expeétations upon my indulgent friends, 
whatever were to befal myfelf from thofe circum- 
{tances ; for I fhould be extremely mortified, were I, 
by my felfifh forwardnefs, to give occafion for fuch 
a check, as to be told, that I had encouraged an un- 
reafonable hope; or, according to the ona you men- 
tion, withed to take a Thorn out of my own foot, and 
to put it into that of my friend. Northould | be better 
pleafed with myfelf, if, having been taught by my 
good Mrs. ‘Norton, that the beft of fchools, is That 
of affiiétion, I-fhould rather learn impatience than the 
contrary, by the leflons J am obliged-to. get by~ heart 
in it; and if d fhould judge of the merits of others, as 
they were £ind to me; and that at the expence of their 
own convenience or peace of mind. ‘For is not Fhis 
to fuppofe myfelf ever in the right; and all who do 
not act as I would have them act, perpetually in the 
wrong? In-thort, to make my fake, God’s fake, in 
the fenfe of Mr..Solmes’s pitiful plea to me. 

How often, my dear, have You and I endeavour’d 
to detect and cenfure this partial fpirit in others ? 

But know, yeu do not always eontent yourfelf 
with faying what you think may ju/fly be faid: But, 
in order to-fhew the extent of a penetration, which 
‘can go to-the bottom of any fubje&, delight to fay, 
or to-wwite, all that can be faid, or written, or even 
thought, on the particular occafion ; and this -partly, 
perhaps, from -being defirous (pardon me, my dear !) 
to be thought miftrefs of a fagacity that is aforehand 
with events. -But who would with to drain off, or 
dry up, arefrefhing current, becaufe it now and then 
_ puts us to fome little inconvenience by its oxer-fllow- 
ings ? In other words, who would: not allow, for-the 

livelinefs 


7d o> a—_—w- =F, See Zea Sac on--ft eo 


—  -_s 


= =) OO tC— i - 


ee “ 
ee. 


Mifs Clasifia Harlowe. 287 
livelinéfs of a {pirit, which, for one painful fenfibility, 
gives an hundred pleafurable ones: And the oxe in 
comfequence of the other ? » | 

But now I come to the two points in your letter, 
that moft fenfibly,concern. me: Thus you put them : 


* ‘Whether I choofe not rather to go off with one 
“of my own Sex; with my ANNA Howe—than 
© with one of the other ; with Mr. LovELACE? 


And if of, | | 
© Whether I fhould not marry ‘him, as foon as — 
© poffible ? bo 


You know, my dear, my reafons for rejeGting your 
propofal, and even-for being earneft that you fhould net 
be Anewun to be affifting to me in an enterprize, which 
@ cruel neceflity induced me to think'of engaging in ; 
and which you have net-the. fame plea for. At this 
gate, well.-might your mamma be uneafy at our cor- 
refpondence, not knowing to what inconveniencies 
at. might fubjeét her and. you !— If J am hardly ex- 
cufable:'to think of flying from -my «hind friends, 
what could you have to fay for yourfelf, were you 
to abandon a mother fo indulgent? ‘Does fhe fufpe&, 
that your fervent friendfhip may lead you to a /mall 
andifcsetion ? and does this fufpicion offend you? 
And would you, in revenge, fhew her and the world, 
that you can voluntarily rufh into the. Aighef error, 
that any -of our {ex can be guilty of ? : 

Aad is it worthy of your generofity [I afk you, 
my dear, is it ?] to think of taking fo undutiful a ftep, 
-begaufe you believe your mamma would be+glad to 


receive you again ?. 
I do-aflure -you,.:that were I to take this flep my- 


‘felf, I would run all rifques rather than you fhould 
:accompany me in it. ‘Have I, do you think, .a defire 
‘to. double and trable-my own fault, in the eye of the 
-world? In-the eye ‘of.that world, which, cruelly as 
-I am ufed (not knowing all), would not acquit me 


9 


But, 
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- But, my deareft, kindeft friend, let me tell you, 
That we will neither of us take fucha ftep. The 
manner of putting your queftions, abundantly con- 
vinces me, that I ought not, in -your opinion, to at- 
tempt it. You, no doubt, intend, that I fhall /o take 
‘it; and Ithank you for the equally polite and forcible 

conviction. ae 
It is fome fatisfa€tion to me, taking the matter in 
_ ‘this light, ‘that [chad begun to waver before I received 
your laft. And now I tell you, that it has abfolutgly 
“determin’d me not to go away ; at leaft,not to-morrow. 
If Yeu; my dear, think the iffue of the alternative, 
to-ufe--yout ewh words, fits fo lightly upon my mind ; 
in fhort, that my inclination is faulty; the world would 
treat-me much lefs fcrupuloufly. When, therefore, 
,vou reprefent, that all punétilio muft be at an end the 
‘gnoment I am out of my father’s boufe; and hint, that 
iL muft fubmit it to Lovelace to judge when he can 
-Jeave’ me with fafety; that is to fay, give him the 


option whether he will leave me, or not; Who can | 


bear thefe refletions, and refolvé.to incur thefe in- 


conveniencies, that has the queftion ftill in her own | 


power to decide. upon ? : 
While I thought only of an efcape from This boufe, 
as an efcape from Mr. So/mes; that already my reputa- 
tion fuffer’d by my confinement ; and that it would be 
fii]l in my own option, either tomarry Mr. Lovelace, 
or wholly to renounce him ; Bold as the ep was, -I 
thought, treated as 1 am treated, fomething was to 


be faid in excufe of it — If not to the world, to my-— 


elf: And to be /fe/f-acquitted, is a bleffing to be pre- 
fide to the onda of all the world. But, after I have 
.cenfured that indifcreet forwardnefs in fome, who 
(flying from their chamber to the altar) have, with- 
out the /ea/? ceremony, rufh’d upon the greatef#: Acfter 
I have ftipulated with him for time, and for an ulti- 
mate option, whether to accept or refufe him ; and 
for his leaving me, as foon as I am in a.place of fafety 
| ; (which, 
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(which, as you obferve, 4e muft be the judge of) : 
And after he has comply’d with thefe terms ; fo that 
I cannot, if I would, recall them, and fuddenly marry ; 
— You fee, my dear, that I have nothing left me, but 
to refolve, not to go away with him. ; 
_ But, how, on this revocation, fhall I be able te 
pacify him? Te 

How! — Why affert the privilege of my Sex ! — 
Surely, on This fide of the folemnity he has no right 
to be difpleafed. Befides, did I not referve a power 
of receding, if I faw fit? To what purpofe, as I 
afked in the cafe between your mamma and you, has 
any-body an option, if the making ufe of it, fhall give 
the refufed a right to be difgufted ? a 

Far, very far, would Tho/e be, who, according to 
the Old Law, have a right of abfolving or confirming 
a child’s promife, from ratifying mine, had it been 
ever fo folemn aone(a). But This was rather an ap- 
pointment than a promife: And fuppofe it had been 


(a) See Numb. xxx. Where it is declared, whofe vows fhall be 
binding, and whofe not. The vows of a man, or of a widow, are 
there pronounced to be indifpenfible ; becaufe they are fole, and fubject 
to no other domeftic authority. But the vows of a ak woman, and 
of a wife, if the father of the one, or the hufband of the other, 
difallow of them,. as foon as they know them, are to be of no force. 

A matter highly neceflary to be known ; by all young ladies. 
efpecially, whofe Jefigning addreffers too often endeavour to engage 
them by vows ; and then plead confcience and honour to them to hold 
them down to the performance. se J ee: 7 

{t cannot be amifs to recite the very words. , 

Ver. 3. If a woman wow a vow unto the Lord, and bind berfelf by 
oe band, being in ber father’s boufe in ber youth 3° | 

4. And ber father bear ber vow, and ber bond wherewith foe bate 
Sound ber foul, and ber father fhall bold his peace at her ; then all her. 
rey fra a and every bond wherewith fhe bath bound ber 

ail Rand, | 

hare if ber father difallow ber in the day that he beareth ; net any 
of ber vows fet bonds wherewith fhe bath bound ber foul feall and : 
And the Lord bail forgive ber becaufe ber father difallowed ber. 

The fame in.the cafe of a wife, as faid above. See ver. 6,7,8, Gee. 
2e- And all is thus folemnly clofed. 

Ver. -16. Thefe are the fiatutes which the Lord commanded Mofes 
betwocen a man and bis wife, between the father and bis daughter, being 
yet in ber youth in her father’s boufe. 


Vou. UH. an ©) the 
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the latter; and thet I had vot referv’d to myfelf a 
‘ Yberty of revoking it, was it to preclude better or 
- maturer confideration ?—If fo, how unfit to be given! 
" — How-ungenerous to be infifted upon! — And how 
- unfitter fill to be kept ! — Is there a man living, 
‘ ‘who-ought to be angry, that a woman, whom he 
hopes one day to call his, fhall refufe to keep a rath 
promife, when, on the matureft deliberation, the is 
convine’d, thatit wasarafhone? 

- “T refolve then, upon the whole, to ftand This one 
- trial of Wednefday next.—Or, perhaps, I fhould ra- 
ther fay, of Tuefday evening; if my father hold his 
- purpofe of endeavouring, in perfon, to make me read, 
or hear read, and then /figz, the fettlements.— That, 
- that muft bé the greateft trialof all. ss 
If I am compelled to. fign them over-night ! — 
: ‘Pheri{the Lord blefS me1] muft All I dread, follow, 
‘as-of courfe, on Wednefday. — If J can prevail upon 
them, ‘by my prayers—-Perhapa, by fits, and delirium, 
~ (for the very firft appearance of my father, after. hav- 

ing been fo lonig banith’d his prefence, will greatly af- 
fet me) to lay afidé their views; or to fufpend, if 

but for one. week ; if xet, but for two or three days 3 

Kill Wednefday will be a lighter day of trial.— They 

will furely give me time to confider 3 to argue with 

my felf—This ‘will not he: prani /ing—As I have made 
no effort to get away, they have no reafony to fufpect 
me’; fo I may have an opportunity, ia the laft refort, 
to efcape. Mrs. Norton is to be with me: She, altho’ 
fhe fhould be check’d for it, will, in my extremity, 
plead for me. “My aunt Hervey may, on -fuch ex- 
“tremity, join her. Perhaps, my mamma. may be 
brought over. I will kneel to. each, one by one, to 
make a friend. They have been afraid, fome of them, 
to fee‘ me, left they fhould be moved in my favour: 

Does not This give me a reafonable hope, that I may 

move them ?——My brother’s counfel, heretofore given, 

to turn me out of doors to my evil deftiny, may again 
. § 2 : be 


a 


“worfe cafe than now, 4s to the difpleafure of my friends 
and thus far detter, that it will not be my fault that 
“Tleave them, and feek another protection: Which 


cee acd 
ee os 


: ‘other trial of temper to him. To me of 
"portance. > And‘ has he not promifed temper and ac- 


a 


mo .* 
at Ne ‘ 
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be repeated,’ and may prevail: Then fhall I be in no 


even then, ought to be my coufin Morden’s, rather 


’ than Mr: Lovelace’s, or any other perfon’s. . 


My heart, in fhort,’ mifgives me lefs, when I re- 


folve This way, than when I think of the ether : And 


in fo ftrong and involuntary a i hese the heart is, 
as I'may fay, Conference. And well cautions the wife 


man: “Let the counfel of thine own heart fland; 
-6 for there is no man more faithful to thee, than It: 


‘¢ For a man’s mind. is fometimes wont to tell him 


"6 snore than feven watchmen, that fit above in a high 


“© tower.’ (a) 


-* Forgive thefe indigefted felf-reafonings, I will:clofe 
“here: Arid‘inftantly fet about a letter of revocation to 


Mr. Lovelace; take it as he will. It will only be.an- 
euknite a: 


quiefcence, on’ thé fuppofition of a change. in, my 


wet ges , 7 
, 


| ; oe ne ‘L-E:T-T iE: R:: * XLT. . % Hig 
“"-Mipi Cuansséa Haxiows, To Mip Howe, 


4 Sumaday Morning,’ April 9. 


“NJOBODY, it (Gents, will go to church, this day. 


"No bleffing to be expected perhaps upon, views 


fo worldly, and in fome fo cruel. 


They have a 


miftfift that I have fome. device in 


-my head. Betty has been looking among my cloaths. 


I-found her, on coming up from depofiting my letter 


“the key being in the lock. She colour’d, and was 


_ Ov con- 
(a) Ecelus. xxxvii. 13,14. , 
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confounded to be caught. But I only faid, I fhetld 
‘be accuftom’d to any fort of treatment in time ! — 
If fhe had her orders—thofe were enough for her. 

_ She own’d, in her confufion, that a motion had 
been made to abridge me of ‘my airings ; and the re- 
port jhe fhould make, ‘ would ‘be no difadvantage ‘to 
‘me. One of my friends, fhe ‘told me, urged in my 
behalf, That there was no need of laying me under 
greater reftraint, fince Mr. Lovelace’s threatening to 
refcue me by violence, were I to havé been carry’d 
to my uncle’s, was a conviction that Fhad no defign 
_ to go off to him voluntarily ; and that if I bad, T 
fhould have: made preparations of that kind before now ; 
and, moft:probably, been detected in them. — Hence, 
it was alfo inferr’d, that there was no room to doubt, 
but I would at laft comply. And, added the bold 
creature, if you don’t intend todo fo, Your condué&, 
Mifs, feems france to me.—Only thus fhe reconciled it; 
‘That I had gone ‘fo far, 1 knew not how to come off 
genteelly: And fhe fancy’d I fhould,. in full congre- 
* gation, on Wednefday,' give Mr. Solmes my hand. 
And then, faid ‘the confident wench, as the learned 
Dr. Brand took his text laft Sunday, There will be 
joy tn beaven— — ar ee 

 This:is the fubftance of my letter to Mr. Lovelace: 
’ © That [have reafons, of the greateft: confequence 
to myfelf, and which, when known, muft fatisfy 
© bim, to fafpend, for the prefent, my intention of 
«leaving ‘my father’s houfe: That I have hopes that 
“matters may be brought to an happy conclufion, 
“ without taking a ftep, which nothing but the laft ne- 
“ceffity could juftify: And that he may depend upon. 
“miy promife, that I will die, rather than confent to 
© starry Mr. Solmes.’. a a oo 
‘And fo, Iam preparing myfelf to fland the fhock 
of his exclamatory reply. But be that what it will, 
it cannot affect:me fo much, as the apprehenfions of 
what ‘may-bappen’to me. next Tuefday. or Wednef- 


‘ 


Mifs Clariffa Harlowe. 293, 
day; for now thofe apprehenfions engage my whole 
attention, and. make me fick at the very heart. 


a Sunday, Four 0’ Clok, P.M 

_ My letter, is not. yet taken away !—If he fhould 
not fend for it, or take it, and come hither on my 
mot meeting him to-morrow, in doubt of what may. 
have befallen me, what fhall I do? Why had I any: 
concerns with this Sex !— I, that was fo happy till [- 


knew Thisman! 
_ AU din’d in the Ivy fummer-houfe, It was comply’. 
with at the firft word. To fhew I meant nothing, I 
went. again’ into the houfe with Betty, as foon as L 
had dined. I thought it was not‘ amifs to afk this- 
hberty ; the weather feeming tobe fet in fine. Qne 
does not know what Tuefday or Wednefday. may 
produce. — = | o cron 


tie te, Sunday Evening, Seven o’ Glock. 
- THERE remains my letter ftill | —- He is byfied, I. 
fiippofe, in his preparations for to-morrow. But then 
he has fervants. Does the man think he is fo fecure 
of. me, that having appointed, he need not give him-_ 
felf any further concern about me, till the very mo- 
ment !--He knows how I am befet. He knows not" 
what may happen. I might be ill, or ftill more clofely 
watched, or confined, than before.. The correfpon-. 
dence might be difcovered. It might be neceffary. to 
vary the fcheme. I might be forced into meafures, 
which ‘might intirely fruftrate. my purpofe. I might - 
have: new doubts : -I might. fuggeft fomething mare 
convenient, for any thing he knew. . What can the 
man mean, I wonder !—Yet it fhall-lic ; for if he-has: 
it any time before the appointed hour, it will fave me 
declaring to him perfonally my changed purpofe, and 
the trouble of contending with him on that feore. If 
lie fend for it at all,- he will fee by the date, that he 
might have had it in time; .and if he be:put to any 

ee oa O 3 incon 
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inconvenience from Prous of notice, te Jans 
it for his pains. | a 


| Sunday Nighi, D Nine. Clock. 

I T is edetennined: it feems, to fend to Mas. Norton, 
to be here on T uefday to dinner ; and fhe. is to: lace 
with me for a whole week. ad 

So the is firft to endeavoui‘ to perfuade me to com- 
ply, and, when the violence is done, the is to comfort 
me, and try to réconcile me to my fate., They ex- 
pect fits and fi etches, Betty infolently tells me, and ex-, 
poftulations, In exclamations, without number : But’ 
every-body | will be prepared for: them: : And. when 
it’s over, it’s over; and I fhall be caly and faeces 
when I find I cannot help. it, 


a Mond. Morn. ‘April IOs. Seven Clock. . 

Oo 7 dear | There yet hes me letter, juft.as I 
eft it 

. Does he think hes is fo fure of me! — Perhaps he 
imagines that I dare not alter my -purpofe. I with I 
had never known him !—I begin now to fee this rafh- 
nefg in the light every-one elfe would have feen it in, 
had I been guilty of it. — But what can I do, if he 
cothe to-day at the appointed time !— If he receive 
not the-letter,. I muft fee him, or he will think fome- 
thing has befallen me; and certainly -will-come to the 
Houle. - As certainly he will be infulted. Ard. what, 
in-that cafe, may be the confequence ! —- Then I.as 
good.as promifed, that I would take the firtt oppor 
tunity to fee him, if I changed my mind, and to give 
hun «my réafons for it... [have no doubt but he will 
_be.out of humour-upon it: But better 4e-meet. me, 
and, go. away diflatisfied with me, than that. I fhould 
20: away dillatished with my/felf. - 

¥et, fhort as the time is, he may fil pethape end 
and get the letter. Something may have happened fe 
sprevent hin}, - which, when knowns will excufe aR 
ee : er 


into my hand, 28 I'paffed by her, coming tut of the 
. garden: ° ae ; be ee — , oe a eee et fe 
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' : After J -have difappointed' him’ more thari otice’ be-"! 
fore, on a requefted znterview only, it is inypofiible We’! 
Should not have cyuriofty, at jeaft, to know if fome- 
thing has not happened ;° and if my mind hold in this 
moré important cafe.’ And yeti ds I rathty conrad 


‘my: refolution by: a. fecond ‘Reter, i: bepin: new to} 


doubt it. 


ieee Reto VOR TE Se 
"My confin Dolly Hetvey ‘fid ‘the inclofed ‘letter: 


. , Boyes soe a} ‘ f 
2 By Bae 2 Ay tle et Bae ta ce 7" 


af Have’ got intelligence from one a8 fays fhe knows;: 
that you muft be married.on Wedneiday: morning 


-toMr.Solmes. May-be, howfoever, only to vex me ; 


for it is Betty Barnes :~A fancy creature, I’m fure. 
A licenfe is got, as fhe fays: And fo far fhe went as‘to 
tell me( bidding me fay nothing ; but fhe knew as that 
F would) that Mr. Brand the young Oxford Clergy- 
man, and fine fcholar, is. to marry you.’ For Dr. 
Lewin, I hear, refufes, unlefs you confent; and they 
have heard that he does not like over-well their. prot 
ceedings againft you ; and fays, as that you don’t de- 
ferve to be treated fo cruelly as you arc treated. - But 
Mr. Brand, I am told, is to have his fortuné made -by 
uncle Harlowe, and among them.. ©! 
. You will know better than I what to make-of all . 
thefe matters; for fometimes I think Betty. teils me 
things as if I fhould not tell you, and yet expedts 
as that I-will. She, and all the world knows how I 
love you: And fo I would bave them: «It is an -hos 
nour to me tolove fuch a dear -young.Lady, who ® 


‘ pit honour. to -all- her family, let them fay: what, they 


will. But there is fuch whifpering ‘between 'this Betty, 
arid Mifs Harlowe, as you can’t imagme 3 and when 
that is done, Bctty comés and tells me fomething. °- 
This feems to be.fure (and that is why-f write: But 
eas " O84 | pray 


a . -& 
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pray burn it} you are to be fearched oftce mere ‘for 
letters, and for pen and ‘ink; for they know you 
write. Something they preterid to have betray’d out — 
of one of Mr. Lovelace’s fervants, -as they hope te 
muke fomething of ; I know not what. That mutt be 
a' very: vilde and wicked man; who would brag of 
Lady’s goodnefs to him, and tell fecrets. Mr. Love= 
lace is too much of a gentleman for that, I dare fay. 
If not, who can be fafe of young-innocent creat! 
fuch as we be? we 
~ Then they have a notion, from that falfe Betty, 5 
beliefe, -as that you intend to take fomething te make 
yourfelf fick, or fome fuclh thing ; ‘ard fo they will 
fearch for phials and powders, ‘and fuchlike.. : 
~ Strange fearching among them ! God blefs us young 
creatures,- when we come among fuch fufpicious re- 
lations. But, thank God, my mamma is not fuch 
‘a one, at the prefent. : a a : 
* If nothing be found, you: are, to’ be-ufed kindlier 
‘for that, by your papa, at thé grand judgment, as I 
Mmaycall it, © 2° 0 ; | 
~ Yet, fick or well, alas, my dear coufin! you muft 
be married, belike. So-fays this fame creature and 
Idon’t doubt it: But your hufband is to go home 
‘every nicht,’ till you are ‘reconciled to go to. him. 
And fo illnefs can be no pretence to fave you.: ~~ - 
" - They are fure you will make a good--wife, ‘when 
‘you be one. So would not I, unlefs f liked my huf- 
‘band. And Mr, Solmes is always telling them how 
the ~vill purchafe your love and all that, by jewels an: 
-fine things.— A ficcofint of a man !—TI with he-an 
‘Betty Barnes were to come together ;; and he would 
beat her every-day till fhe-was good.-So, in brief, 
fecure every thing you would not'have feen : -And 
‘burn This, I’beg you. And, pray, deareft Madam, 
‘do not:take nothing as may hurt your health: For 
that will not dé. Jam, — ar ee oe 
— | Your truby loving Coufin, 

by oft mart 


ie an 
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. “Wher I-firlt- read my. coufin’s letter, I was half 
inclin’d to. refume my former intention; efpecially as 
my countezmanding letter-is not taken away: And 
as my heart: akes at. the thoughts of the conflict. [ 
mauft.-expeét to haye with bim on my.refufa]l. For, 
fee hint for-a- few. moments I doubt I muft,. left .he 
fhould take fome-rafh refolutions ; efpecially, as, he 
has reafon to expect I will. But here your words; 
That-all punctilie.ss at an end, the. moment I am oyt of 
my father’s houfe, added to the ftill more cogent con; 
fiderawdns of Duty and Reputation, determjn’d .me 
ence. more ,agaiait taking.the rafh ftep. And it wil] 
be vesy-hard (altho’ no feafonable fainting, or -with’d, 
for fit, fhould fland my friend). if I cannot gain one 
month,: or fortnight, or week. And.I haye {till more 
hopes that I fhall prevail for fome delay, from,.my 
cquiin’s intimation, that the good Deco. Lewin refufes 
to give his affiftance to their projects, if they. have net 
may. confent, and thinks me cruelly ufed. Since, without 
pking natice that l am.apprized of this, I can plead 
a fcruple of confcience, and infift upon having that 
‘worthy Divine’s opinion upon it: Which, inforced as 
A-fhajl inforce jt, my mamma will furely fecond, me 
gn.:: My aunt Hervey, and my Mrs. Norton, wil 
Support her :. ‘The fufpenfion muft follow:. And I caa 
but getaway afterwards, way 
-.. But, if they. will compel: me :. If they wil? give me 
“Ro time :.. If no-body will be moved: If it .be re- 
-folved. that the ceremony fhall be read over my con~ 
frained hand—.Why then— Alas! What then !-——(I 
can but—-But what? O my dear! This. Solmes fhall 
‘never have my vows.{ am. refolved! And I will fay 
»nothing but No, as long as I fhall be able to: fpeak. 
,And who will.prefume. to. look upom fuch an a&.of 
violence, as, a marriage? — It is impovfible, - furely, 
that a father and mother can fee fuch a dreadful caxn- 
-pulfion offer’d to their child— But, if mine fhowld 
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Withdraw,'and Teave the tafk to my brbdter. “and desist 
tl Dike have no mere! oecek overt tsowsr oe. 
m gried’d to be” drivett ‘to! rawerreeonster to ‘te 
following attifidessies YS OF ovemieqeig binge 
“ey Rave‘ giveh thera éltie}- by the featherlof.' ‘wpen 
flickitiy-out;: where they’ will findofuch of: may: hidden 
dtores, as [ intend they fhall find. Gad tn 
TWo ‘or: thret lietlé effays Thave left sapere be fen, 
of thy own writing. © ~" = 
About a dozen fines aifo of a jeter begun to'you,: in 
which J éXprefs my-hopes;’ (altho? F fay,:that-appears 
ances ‘are againt "he that’ “my: friends’ will orelants 
"THey ‘know’ Front: your mamnia,: By? my wncket!Ans 
tony, that, fome how‘ or other, 'T now ref ‘then pera 
letter to you. In this piece of a-tette?, “I declare res 
hewedly my firm tefdlution-to give upthe man fo ob- 
‘Noxious to my family, on en eens! me. ftom the 
‘addré{s of the othérs!: . *- 
ts the effaiys; bhave lef a: copy! of my letter x6 
9 Dtayton “(493 whith; affording arguments: furr 
ae to my cafe, aay “cHanbe-(ehads ‘accidentally : to be 
fallen upon) to incline’them’ to favour mren.- 69 2% 
> Fhave referves ‘of pens‘and ‘ink you may believe 5 5 
and onk ot two ih thé vy fdmmer-houfe': with which 
Pthalt amule myelf in’ order to tighten, if pofftble, 
thofe apptchenfions which more and mote: ‘effet: gy 
as ney, ‘the ray, of triat approaches. 8 Logon 
— HAnkown: 


2 st 
af fe. ’ 7 a ae 
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mp Cuanissa Haxzows; 0] Mifi Howse 3 


ns fuanmer-batifey E leven aClock. 


te: E has not yet got my letter? “And: ‘while: Frwas 
contriving here, how to fend my officions. sacl. 
| exch from me, that I might have time as the intended 
anters 


es ete Ph “ek 


hee 


rd 


(a) See Letter xilt, p. re f ibis Pel. 
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gatirviow, -and. bad. hit. upoman .expedient, .wich 


I believe would have done, :came-my aunt, and fur- 
nifty’ me: with:a- much better,She faw.my. little table 
_ covered, preparative to my folitary . dinner ; ~anq 
heped,' fhe: told:me; that this would . be the. laft day, 
thet my friends “would he, deprived of, my. company 
at tabie 

~¥oui may believe, my ee that the., thoughts of 
peste Me. Lovelace, the fear of. being. difcover’d, 
together with the contents,of my coufin-Dolly’s letter, 
gave, mergreat and vilible emotions... She took notice 
of them :--W hy thiefe ighs,:why thefe. heavings here, 
faid: the, Lacie my neck ?-—O my dear.niece, who 
would: have thought fo. much natural fweetnefs could | 
be fo-very .unperfuadable?, 

.. I could.not anfwer her, and fhe proceeded: i ams 
come, I:doubt,-upon.a very unwelcome errand. Some 
things that have been told us yefterday, which came 
from the meuth-of-one of the moft defperate and. ipfo- 
lent men,in:the- world, gonvinge your father, and all of 
us, that you. fill find means to write out of the houfe. © 
Mr. Lovelace. knows every-thing that is done heres 
and that as. foon es.dane.; and.great mifchief is appre- 
beaded: from him, -which. -you areas much concerned 
asiatty-hody, to prevent. Your mamma has alfa fom¢ 
apprehenfions..conceraing yourfelf, which yet fhe 
hopes are groundlefs ;. but, however,..canmot' be: eal, 
ner. wilh be; permitted to be ealy, if the would, un- 
lefs (while you remain here in the- garden, or in this 
fummer-houlg} yqu. give her..the-opportunity once 
more of Ioking to your ‘ clofet,.’ your cabinet, and 
drawers; :: It will be .the, better takeny, if yqu)give:me 
re enaee your keys. I hope, my dear; you won’t. 

difpite hk: ' > Your-defireef: dining in this place was. 
beagiaaiies sonar with, for the fake-ot ‘fucks 
opportunity « ‘&k 

6 «. thought hie ; Bucky, to. be fo well pre- 
passa, by. my coufin Do A 3 lates for this er 
put 
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But, yet I artfully, made fomedcruples,. and not::a few 
complaints.of this treatment : : After which, Inot only 
gave-her the keys of.all:; but even officioufly empty’d 
ny, pockets. before her,.amd- invited her-to: put her 
fingers in my ftays, that-dhe:might be fure that had 
mo paperstheren, fo oe et 
This highly obliged her; and fhe-faid, She: woold 
.zeprefent hy: chearfal cempliance as it’ deferved, la 
ny brother aud fifter fay what they would. My oram- 
ma, Jn. particular, fhe; was. fure, -would: rejotce atthe — 
Opportunity given her ta-obyiate,.as fhe doubted: not . 
«would. be -the cafe, fome fufpicions that were raifed 
againg me -..-.. eo es ee eee eae y 
. She then hinted, That. there were methods:taken 
.to come at all Mr. Lovelace’s fecrets, and-even, from 
his, carelefs communicativenefs, at fome of mime ; it 
being, fhe faid, his cuftom, boaftingly to prate to his 
very fervants of his intentions, im particular. cafes. 
She.added, that, deep as, hei swas. thought:to- be; my 
brother was as. deep aa be; and fairly: too hard -for 
hin at his.owa weapans;+->.as one day it would be 
_. LU knew. not, I fad, the meaning of thefe dark hints. 


T thought the cunning fhe hinted at, on doth fides, 
called rather for contempt than applaufe: I nvyfelf 
Might. have. been put upon artifices which my: heart 
diddained to..practife, had I given. way:to the refent- 
inent, which,.1 was.bold to fay, was mach more jufti- 
fable than the aétions. that oecafion’d it: Thatit was 
evident to me, from what fhe had-faid, that their pre- 
fent fufpicions.of me were, partly owing to -this..fup- 
pofed fuperior .cunning of ‘my brother-; and partly to 
the. con{cioulnefs, that the ufge Jimet»with might 
‘: naturally produce a reafon for: fuch.fufpicions: That 
. if was very unhappy for me, .to: be :made the butt of 
my brother’s wit: That it ‘would havecbeen:more to 
his. praife, to have aimed at fhewing a kind heart, 
th, 1.2 Cunning head: “Phat, severthelefsy 1 withed; 
, he 
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be: knew. dim/cif.:as-seeticns Jsimagin’d J knew 
him ; and he would then ‘have'lefs conceit of his‘ abr- 
lities :| Which <abilities ‘would, ‘in’ my * inion, ‘be 
lefs thought-of, if: his: power t0 do _ of Ices awere 


, met ‘much greater than:them.: | 


I was vex’d. I could not help making this. re- 
Sledtien. . The: dupt the-other, too probably, “makes of 
him, thro’ his own fpy; deferv’d it. But I fo little 
approve of this low. art in eithet, that were ¥ but tote- 
tably ufed, the vilenefs of : thatian,: that Jofeph: Le- 
man; fhould be inquired inte. +. 

She was: forry; the faid,: to finds that $ § thougKe 
fo au paraging y of my brother. He was a young pert 
‘¢leman: both of :learning‘and parts.” ~ | 

- Learning enough, -I faid, -to. wrk. hist vain of it 
among us women : But not of parts fufficicnt to make 


shis learning valuable: either ‘to himéelf,: ‘orto’ ‘any-botly 
elfe.— 


- She eee indeed ; that he had mére ‘podd’natiie 


-But fhe feared, that I had too. great af opinion of 
-fomebody.-elfe, to think-fo well.of my -brother, ‘as a 


fifter ought: Since, between the two, there was a 


_fort of rivalry: as.to’ abilities, that tnade os hate’ one 
anothers 


Rivalry, Madam, fait I!— If that be the cale!¢ or 


: ‘mehethex at:be or not, I with they beth undeérftodd 
better than ered of them foeths to’ ckiidseel it becomes 


dateful the: eat for eles as‘I* Was nat se pevtatted 


O:g6-up toput-them out of the way: But, if théy 


did” Imufibe contented. And I affured her, that, take 
_twehat time they pleafed, I: would not go in'to difturb 


am byt: would-be either in or near ‘the parden, 
in 


yor Dae Ht SOR ahh, 
ur this fumméirkdafe, ominsthdcedaniorle,. ‘absut my! 
poultry-yatd,. arenear thecgrent: edfcadey ‘till {isbastore 
der’d: oto) set unr: tol nay: porlon... "Wad like cannmg | 
fyid, that: fuppdfed the thidsired earch wotildcndt :bs 
made, till therfevvantsihadi diisech; :becaute-l akoubbed 
not, that therpert: Betty. Barsies; -who ‘knew: all ‘the 
corners: of: my: apecnem pie paid sword : ‘be: ain: 
y’ dam ite. oe 
: She hoped, ifhe: aids hat: chiothinmionskt be found 
that: would give ahandle-apainit:me::¥ or; fhe would 
affure me, the. motives to the fearch;'ori-my:tharnma’s 
pactiefpecially, were, ‘that fhe deped: to find reafon 
rather to-acquit than. to blame:me ;antl that my papa 
might -be mduced: to fee:me . tosmorrew “night, oF 
Wednefday morning, with temper 1" With. tendernefs, 
I fhould rather fay; faid ‘the ; for: hei is.  refolved: fo" to 
dos if no new-oftence be Sep Sere se 
1 Ah Madam, -faid Lh. 
oF Why, pr Ahy Madam, and fhaking pour head ts 
fignificantl 
ed. wih; ‘Madam, ‘that I may: maior more ‘réafon 
todread my papa’s ; continued SHpreaintes than ‘to hoe 
for his returnmg tendernefs. : >: 
-.¥oudon't: knew; my doe Thee may takes: 
pel SR may riot be: fo bad as you ‘fearo—!; = ..>.3 
oft Misutann; have Mee cian emer ond d 
Bae aig fu tent og re epoibe to battal 
° Whys my. dear tris: polfible, that’ yn: mma We 
more corophable‘thamyow have been: i 20727 sformos4 
Why raifed you my hopes, : Miaslaae be»: Dan'tilet 
nhe think may dear aunt bane crtel talwinieee-who 
truly /honoers here 1.2 20> at ewfeia borsaw 
i] snay: tell yow more sediapileul fhe, (butch Ones 
fidente, «iniabfohute conpdcnee) ey mapped vevishi ne 
comeout-in your favours: Doe ROW. i 
abeve; that. ars be found: to ‘our died. shyt 
eget papers they will:find, I-dowbt - But: Tacs 
ke -confequencess. My brother and Sifter avill be:as: 
7 han 
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hand. with their goodmatured confidwdtions. Tan 
made: defperate; ‘ant: care not:twhat.is founds , <- 

i She hoped, fhe rn beget faid, thatarothings 
‘cauld be faund;. thst would mipeach: my diferetion ; 
and then Bue fie rhight fay tooimuchew i: 

And away ‘fhe went,havihg added to my. perplexity. 

But I now..can- think of nothing but this man} 
This interview |— Would to Heaven it were over!—< 
‘Fo nieet to quarrel ~ Bat} will not ftay a moment 
with him,: let: him -eake what meafures he les i ual 
Kt, if he: be not quite calm:and refigned. 

- Don’t you fee how caGoked: fome-of my lines area: 
Don’t you. fee‘how fome:o€ the: letters fhaggen, more’ 
than athers &—;That is when. this interview is more’ 
in my head, than my fubjett.... 

: But; after all, fhould I, pe to meet him? How 
I havetaken it for granted, that I fhould |—I with there 
were time to take your advice. Yet you are foiloth 
ta fpeak guite quti—- But that. owe, as hase) to 
the difficulty of my fituation. ne 

I fhould: have mentioned, :that in. the. ice of thie 
cconverfation: 1 befmight. my. aunt:to ftand my friend,’ 
and to put in a word for me,on my approaching trial; 
and..to endeavour to procure me time for confidefa- 
tion, if I could-obtain. nothing elfe....- 2 0u0 ans 

. She. told: me, -thatycafesr the: ceremony’ was: pér- 
form’d [odious confirmation of a hint in my coafm 
Dolly’sletter !'}. 3 theuld have what:tithe Ip eafed'to 
reconcile myfelf to-my lot,’ before. cohabitation. . ae 
. “This put-meout éf all patienon ... . ‘ 
. » She: requefted :ofi me -ia der iturn, - ‘the faid,, that I: 
would refolve to meet them all with: thearful duty;) 
‘asd: with ‘a {pirie of abfojute acqutefcence.: It-was an 
my ‘power tq»make:them all happy. .:.And:how affeét.! 
. ingly’ joyful would it. be 06: ther, s the faid,. to fee-my” 
father, my mother, my uncles,‘ my: brother, ory fitter, . 
al: embracing me.with.raptures, and: folding peed 
turns’ t0. ses fond hearts, and congratulating ¢ 


other 
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other on-their reftored happitiefe. -Her: mari > figs! 
faid, would probably make-her motionlefs. and fpééch -" 
lefs for a time: And for-her Dolly— the poor girl, 
who had fuffer’d in the efteem of fome, for heryrate 
ful : attachment to me, would ane ee haatie love 
her again. 7 ot 

Will you doubt? my i ‘iat ae next ‘trial will 
be the moft affecting that I:have'yet-had?.*- 3. | 

“My aunt fet forth all this-in-fo ftrong:a light, and 
I was fo particularly touched on my coufin Dol- 
ly’s account, that, impatient -as Iwas juft before, I 
was greatly moved: - Yet-could only firew by my fighs 
and my tears, how deftrable-fuch an-eveht -would be 
to me, could it ‘be brought about: upon: ‘conditions 
with which it was poffible for me to- comply. - sit 

- Here comes s Betty Barnes with: my cheer ies 


oe tba 


“The wench is goné. The time of ecine | is at 
hand. O that he may not come !——But fhould £, or 
‘fhould T not, meet him?— How Aqueftion, without 
pofkibility of a timely anfwert 

‘Betty, according to’ my leading ‘hint-to my aunt, 
hoafted to me, that fhe was to be imploy’d, as: the 
called it, after fhe had eat her own dinner. 

. She fhould be forry, fhe told me; to have me found 
Gut. Yet ’twould be all for my good: I'fhould ‘have 
it in my- power to be forgiven'for all-at once, before 
Wednefday’ night.’ ‘The Confidence then, to ftiffe a 
Jaugh; put a corner of her apron in-her mouth;- and 

went to the door :- Andon her’ return, to take away, 

‘as I angrily bid her, the begg’d” my excufe.—But— 
pean then the faucy creature langh’d’ again, fhe 
could not help it; to think how I had draw miyfelf 
in yi my fuminer-houfé'dinnering ;' fince it had given 
fo fine an opportunity, ' by way ‘of: furprize,: to leok: 
into all my private hoards. ' She thought: fomething 
was in the “wind, when my brother cdme into my 
dining heré fo readily Her: young maiter was. too 
5 hard 
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| hagd for every-body. ’Squire Lovelace himfelf was _ 
| Nothing at all-at a quick thought, to her young mafter.. | 
My aunt mention’d Mr. Lovelace’s boalting beha- _ 
- viour.-to is fervants: Perhaps he may.be fo mean. | 
But as.to ‘my brother, he always took. a pride in | 
making himfelf appear to be a man of parts and Jearn- - 

ing to our fervants. Pride and Meanne/s, I have often 
thought, are as nearly ally’d, and as clofe bordereys © 
upen each other, as the poet tells us Wit and Aled-— 

nefs are. a ee eee ee eee 

| But why doI trouble you {and myfelf, at fuch a cri-. 
.|« ~ fis) with-thefe impertinencies ?-— Yet I would forget, 
| if I could, the neareft'evil, the interview; becaufe, 
my apprehenfions increafing, as the hour is at hand, I 
fhould, were my attention to be ingrofled by them, 

be unfit to fee him, if he does come: And then he 

‘will have too much advantage over me, as he will 

have feeming reafon to reproach me with change of 

refolution. _ - * 


«The upbraider, you know, my dear, is in fome 
fenfe a fuperior ; while the upbraided, if with reafon 
upbraided, muft make a figure as fpiritlefs as con- 
{cious. a : 

I know that this wretch will, if he ca, be hisown 

judge, and mine too. But the latter he fhall zot be. 

I dare fay, we fhall be all to-pieces. But I don’t 
care for that. It would be hard, if I, who have held 
it out foturdily to my father and uncles, should not—~ 

| 


But he is at the.garden-door— | 

ee BR 
. I was miftaken!— How may noifes un-like; be 
nrade like what one fears !— Why flutters the fool 
fo ! ea Roan ee 


. -I will haften to depofite this. Then I will, for the 
aft time, go to the ufual place, in hopes to find, that 
he has got my letter. If he has, I will not meet him. 
Jf he has wot, I will take it. back; and fhew him Mia 
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I have. written. That will break the ice; as I may- 
fay, aid fave me much circumlocutioer and-reafon~ 
ing: And..a. ftedfaft-adherence.:fo that ay: written : 
mind: fs all that will be. neceflary.a+. The interview. 
muft be as fhort -as poftble ; ‘for, flaould:it : be :difce-. 
vee’d3 -it, would. furtith a new and fisong pretence for 
the intended evil of W adnefday ext. Og 
“Perhaps I fhall. nat be.able to write again one-while. 
Perhaps: not, till [am the miferable property .of that: 
Solmes !— But that :fhall never, never be,. while I | 
have my-fenfes. 00. < la lo se pe mau 
If your. fervant find: nothing: from me’: by; Weds : 
nefday morning, you may. conclude, that I. ean. then: 
neither write to.you, mor receive. your favours. + . 
In that cafe, pity and pray for me, my beloved. 
friend, and cantinue to me that place.in your affe- 
Gtion, which is the pride of .my life,. and: the-only 
comfort leit tO. Sl i Oe Eee 
Hee. ot OR Se ge: 8 See ee aes 
., Crartssa HARLOWE... 
LETTER XLV. - 
- Mifs Crarissa Hartowe, To Mifs Howe. 
$8. Alban’s, Tugfday Morn. paft One. 
QO my deareft_ friend! . ed 
| | oa what I had refolved: upon, as by my 
' former, what fhall I write? What can I? With 
what confcioufnefs,. even by. Letter, do I ‘approach 
youl .You will-foon hear:(if-already you have not 
ard from the mouth of common fame), :that your 
Clariffa Harlowe is gone off with aman!— ...: ° 
»-E: am: bufying myfelf to give you the:particulars at 
large.. ‘The whole:twenty~four hours. of each day: {to 
| be the moment I: can fix}. thall be amployed, init 
till it ts finifhed: Every-one of the hours, tsar 
that will be fpared me,.by thidinterrupting man, to 
EES BSS: ads whom 


a nré: x 
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whom ‘I have made my(elf fo fodlifhly accountable for 
toamany of them: Reft is departed from me. I have 
no: call. for-Thaé: And: That has no: balm for the 
wounds ‘of my:mind, -. ‘So: you'll have all thofe hours, 
without intetription, . till the account is ended. © 

But will you receive, fhail you be perwtted to re- 
ceive, my letters,: after what:E have doneP =: 
‘O,-my deareft friend |~- But I maft make the be 
of it. I hope that will.not be very bad! Yet am I 
convinced, that I: did a.rafh, an inexcufable thing, 
in meeting him; and all his tendernefs, al his vows, 
cannot patify my.inward reproaches on-that account. | 
The beater comés to you, my dear, for the little 
parcel of lines, which I fent you with fas. better ahd: 
more agreeeble hopes. ae oe 
Send. not my letters. Send the linen only: Ex- 
cept you. will. favour. me. with one line, to tell me; 
you will love me ftill; and that you will fufpend sd 
cenfures, till you have the whole before you. Iam 
the readies to fend thus early, becaufe if you have de- 
pofited any-thing for me, you may caufe it to be 
ega aa or withhold any. thing you had but intended — 
to iend. 
Adieu, my deareft friend !— I befeech you to love 
me ftill!— But, alas! what will your mamma fay ?— 
~ What will mine!—What my other relations ?— and 
what my dear Mrs. Norton? And how will my bro- 
ther and fifter:triumph ?— a 2 oe 
. I cannot at prefent tell. you how, or where,. you 
can direct to.me. For very early fhall I leave this 
-place ; harraffed and. fatigued to death! But, when | 
can do nothing elfe, conftant ufe has made me able’ 
to write. Long,: very long, has that been all. aly: 
amufement: and sleghirs: Yet could not that: have 
heen, fuch to me, had I not had you, my baft-beloyed: 
friend, to write toi Once more adieu. ~ Pity, and 
pray for, ge ith Ne 
seg gg mie eh ow tal 
| Cr. Harrowe. 
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Leg ven xive. 
Mp Hows, To Mf. CLARISsA HARLowE: eo 


ee as + Tikefday, ‘Nine! a Clock, ~ 
I Write, becanfé you. enjein me to-do fo: Lover 
you ftiil!—How’'can I help it, if I would *— You 
may M velieve how I ftand aghaft, your letter commu- 
nicating the firft news— Good God of heaven ‘and 
earth!— But what fhall I ry P— 1 ates be alti impa~ 
tience for particdlars.’ © ~ 

~ Lord have mercy upon me 1-But ¢ can: it be? 

- My mamma. will, indeed, be aftonifhed 1—- How 
can I tell it to her ?— It was-but laft night that I af- 
fured her fupon: fome jealoufies' put into. “her head. by 
your foolifh uncle), and. this upon the itrength of 
your own: aflurances, that neitber .man. nor..devil 
would be able ta induce you to-take a ftep,. that was. 
in the leaft perogsiony to. -the :mof: punctilions hee - 
nour. 

But,. once more, Cant it be? What wena at this 
rate |—But, God preferve you ! F 

Let ‘nothing. efeape you in your letters. Direét 
them for me, however, .to Mrs. hie de S till fur=° 


as notice. 
op- QO. 


On BSERVE, my dear, that I don’t pie you by” 


* all this—Your relations only are‘in fault !— Yet how 


you canie to change your mind, is the furprifing 
thir: ‘2 — 

How to break it to my mamma, I know not. Yet, 
if fhe‘ hear it firft from any other, and find ] knew i it 
before, the will believe it is by. my connivance! 
hla as I hope to live, I know not how to break i it to’ 
ler} | 

But this is teazing you I am fare, without i inten-' 


tion... 
Let 


like {piteful doings. 
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Let te now repeat my former advice — If you are 


not married by this time, be fure delay not the cere- 
_ mony.— Since things are as they are, I with it were 


thought, that you were privately married before you 
went away. If thefe-men plead AUTHORITY to our 


“‘pain,- when-we are theirs——why fhould we not, im fuch 


a cafe as this, make fome-pood out of the hated 
word, for our reputation, when we are induced to 
violate a more natural one? | 

_ Your brother and fifter [that vexes me almoft as 
much as any thing!] have now their ends. . Now, [. 
fuppofe, will go forward alterations of wills, and fuch- 


Mifs Lloyd and Mifs Biddulph this moment fend 
up their names.—They are out of breath, Kitty fays, - 
to fpeak to me-—Eafy to guefs their errand !— I muft | 
fee my mamma, before I fee them. I have no way” 
but to fhew her your letter, to clear myfelf. I thall 
not be able to fay. a word,. till fhe has run herfelf out 
of her firft breath.— Forgive me, my dear !—Surprize 
makes me write thus. If your meffenger did not 
‘wait, and were not thofe roune Ladies below, I would 
write it over: again, for fear of afflicting you. | 

I fend what you write for. If there be any-thing — 
elfe you want, that is in my power, command, with- 
out referve, 3 

| Your ever-affectionate | 
| Anna Howe. 


END f Vou. I 
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